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Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

1 

13200.00 

32 

28600.00 

63 

632.50 

94 

3740.00 

125 

7040.00 

156 

47300.00 

187 

1210.00 

2 

3960.00 

33 

632.50 

64 

330.00 

95 

5940.00 

126 

275.00 

157 

385.00 

188 

605.00 

3 

3300.00 

34 

275.00 

65 

302.50 

96 

7260.00 

127 

302.50 

158 

1870.00 

189 

357.50 

4 

9350.00 

35 

357.50 

66 

1760.00 

97 

4180.00 

128 

39600.00 

159 

825.00 

190 

632.50 

5 

990.00 

36 

632.50 

67 

30800.00 

98 

4620.00 

129 

4180.00 

160 

715.00 

191 

660.00 

6 

5500.00 

37 

522.50 

68 

3190.00 

99 

3520.00 

130 

16500.00 

161 

1760.00 

192 

1100.00 

7 

770.00 

38 

88.00 

69 

1870.00 

100 

13200.00 

131 

247.50 

162 

1760.00 

193 

1100.00 

6 

12100.00 

39 

6820.00 

70 

495.00 

101 

1650.00 

132 

550.00 

163 

797.50 

194 

660.00 

9 

15400.00 

40 

187.00 

71 

302.50 

102 

3740.00 

133 

3960.00 

164 

990.00 

195 

632.50 

10 

5500.00 

41 

742.50 

72 

126.50 

103 

6820.00 

134 

1980.00 

165 

1320.00 

196 

935.00 

11 

2750.00 

42 

357.50 

73 

550.00 

104 

6820.00 

135 

5720.00 

166 

880.00 

197 

1430.00 

12 

1210.00 

43 

302.50 

74 

577.50 

105 

2640.00 

136 

522.50 

167 

467.50 

198 

1210.00 

13 

990.00 

44 

605.00 

75 

770.00 

106 

5060.00 

137 

1760.00 

168 

742.50 

199 

341.00 

14 

632.50 

45 

1100.00 

76 

1540.00 

107 

2310.00 

138 

3740.00 

169 

715.00 

200 

467.50 

15 

715.00 

46 

467.50 

77 

5500.00 

108 

3080.00 

139 

990.00 

170 

3520.00 

201 

467.50 

16 

2200.00 

47 

770.00 

78 

6820.00 

109 

5280.00 

140 

412.50 

171 

275.00 

202 

176.00 

17 

660.00 

48 

2750.00 

79 

7040.00 

110 

3630.00 

141 

2640.00 

172 

429.00 

203 

632.50 

18 

1155.00 

49 

275.00 

80 

15400.00 

111 

4180.00 

142 

4180.00 

173 

220.00 

204 

66.00 

19 

4400.00 

50 

605.00 

81 

41800.00 

112 

8800.00 

143 

4180.00 

174 

1650.00 

205 

935.00 

20 

1980.00 

51 

3300.00 

82 

275.00 

113 

3960.00 

144 

2860.00 

175 

880.00 

206 

770.00 

21 

1540.00 

52 

1760.00 

83 

7260.00 

114 

6820.00 

145 

3960.00 

176 

440.00 

207 

687.50 

22 

25300.00 

53 

935.00 

84 

220.00 

115 

6160.00 

146 

605.00 

177 

121.00 

208 

550.00 

23 

25300.00 

54 

1540.00 

85 

3300.00 

116 

6600.00 

147 

687.50 

178 

522.50 

209 

1870.00 

24 

1540.00 

55 

187.00 

86 

132.00 

117 

7040.00 

148 

1650.00 

179 

1870.00 

210 

1100.00 

25 

687.50 

56 

632.50 

87 

5500.00 

118 

6820.00 

149 

1320.00 

180 

440.00 

211 

154.00 

26 

880.00 

57 

660.00 

88 

522.50 

119 

3960.00 

150 

1430.00 

181 

632.50 

212 

385.00 

27 

6600.00 

58 

605.00 

89 

11000.00 

120 

3080.00 

151 

1320.00 

182 

247.50 

213 

1650.00 

28 

825.00 

59 

577.50 

90 

385.00 

121 

5500.00 

152 

990.00 

183 

1650.00 

214 

1540.00 

29 

13200.00 

60 

302.50 

91 

6600.00 

122 

6380.00 

153 

495.00 

184 

577.50 

215 

154.00 

30 

605.00 

61 

2310.00 

92 

7700.00 

123 

3520.00 

154 

2640.00 

185 

825.00 

216 

196.00 

31 

1650.00 

62 

632.50 

93 

7480.00 

124 

176.00 

155 

16500.00 

186 

990.00 

217 

154.00 

prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee 
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Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

21s 

962.50 

275 

1210.00 

332 

440.00 

369 

23100.00 

446 

1650.00 

503 

4400.00 

560 

935.00 

219 

220.00 

276 

1650.00 

333 

7040.00 

390 

8250.00 

447 

12100.00 

504 

121.00 

561 

1045.00 

220 

1045.00 

277 

522.50 

334 

7700.00 

391 

1870.00 

446 

9900.00 

505 

467.50 

562 

1430.00 

221 

357.50 

278 

2420.00 

335 

860.00 

392 

2310.00 

449 

3520.00 

506 

2530.00 

563 

1320.00 

222 

110.00 

279 

3740.00 

336 

1155.00 

393 

13200.00 

450 

3520.00 

507 

2200.00 

564 

1430.00 

223 

660.00 

280 

577.50 

337 

3960.00 

394 

2420.00 

451 

2420.00 

506 

1980.00 

565 

935.00 

224 

440.00 

281 

1670.00 

338 

2200.00 

395 

11000.00 

452 

77.00 

509 

416.00 

566 

660.00 

225 

396.00 

262 

1870.00 

339 

1430.00 

396 

5500.00 

453 

6250.00 

510 

1650.00 

567 

2090.00 

226 

330.00 

263 

1760.00 

340 

1540.00 

397 

18700.00 

454 

231.00 

511 

687.50 

566 

990.00 

227 

126.50 

264 

467.50 

341 

357.50 

398 

2530.00 

455 

412.50 

512 

687.50 

569 

143.00 

228 

132.00 

265 

770.00 

342 

2090.00 

399 

20900.00 

456 

275.00 

513 

550.00 

570 

680.00 

229 

126.50 

286 

495.00 

343 

467.50 

400 

1540.00 

457 

825.00 

514 

1650.00 

571 

1430.00 

230 

797.50 

287 

1540.00 

344 

132.00 

401 

1045.00 

456 

550.00 

515 

9350.00 

572 

2420.00 

231 

302.50 

266 

522.50 

345 

990.00 

402 

1430.00 

459 

687.50 

516 

632.50 

573 

121.00 

232 

2420.00 

269 

680.00 

346 

3520.00 

403 

22000.00 

460 

2310.00 

517 

935.00 

574 

1760.00 

233 

16500.00 

290 

550.00 

347 

247.50 

404 

3300.00 

461 

715.00 

516 

935.00 

575 

1870.00 

234 

3135.00 

291 

1980.00 

346 

440.00 

405 

30600.00 

462 

1870.00 

519 

3740.00 

576 

1155.00 

235 

302.50 

292 

385.00 

349 

1980.00 

406 

7260.00 

463 

467.50 

520 

715.00 

577 

522.50 

236 

2200.00 

293 

825.00 

350 

3080.00 

407 

1465.00 

464 

137.50 

521 

2860.00 

578 

1650.00 

237 

1650.00 

294 

605.00 

351 

10450.00 

408 

5500.00 

465 

1045.00 

522 

1045.00 

579 

632.50 

238 

385.00 

295 

2970.00 

352 

2530.00 

409 

18700.00 

466 

550.00 

523 

5940.00 

580 

2090.00 

239 

2860.00 

296 

467.50 

353 

385.00 

410 

2310.00 

467 

H30.G0 

524 

1980.00 

561 

1760.00 

240 

742.50 

297 

1650.00 

354 

550.00 

411 

1320.00 

468 

11000.00 

525 

3740.00 

582 

2970.00 

241 

1540.00 

296 

1155.00 

355 

2530.00 

412 

554 . 40 

469 

6325.00 

526 

687.50 

583 

4400.00 

242 

2420.00 

299 

19250.00 

356 

522.50 

413 

3190.00 

470 

159.50 

527 

3960.00 

584 

77000.00 

243 

H3G.G0 

300 

8600.00 

357 

5775.00 

414 

742.50 

471 

632.50 

526 

495.00 

565 

2310.00 

244 

2090.00 

301 

11000.00 

358 

1210.00 

415 

3520.00 

472 

467.50 

529 

12100.00 

586 

4180.00 

245 

1210.00 

302 

5280.00 

359 

12100.00 

4l6 

412.50 

473 

1320.00 

530 

1430.00 

567 

275.00 

246 

3960.00 

303 

3410.00 

360 

3960.00 

417 

176.00 

474 

440.00 

531 

2090.00 

568 

2420.00 

247 

6600.00 

304 

13200.00 

361 

412.50 

418 

687.50 

475 

3190.00 

532 

660.00 

569 

5720.00 

248 

687.50 

305 

4125.00 

362 

8600.00 

419 

302.50 

476 

3300.00 

533 

440.00 

590 

2420.00 

249 

440.00 

306 

7150.00 

363 

1540.00 

420 

2640.00 

477 

5500.00 

534 

302.50 

591 

2310.00 

250 

412.50 

307 

4160.00 

364 

1870.00 

421 

13200.00 

476 

302.50 

535 

1960.00 

592 

5720.00 

251 

935.00 

308 

70400.00 

365 

3300.00 

422 

3520.00 

479 

275.00 

536 

1870.00 

593 

3410.00 

252 

1650.00 

309 

37400.00 

366 

1100.00 

423 

660.00 

480 

275.00 

537 

61600.00 

594 

2530.00 

253 

825.00 

310 

44000.00 

367 

154.00 

424 

990.00 

461 

770.00 

536 

770.00 

595 

935.00 

254 

495.00 

311 

1045.00 

368 

1320.00 

425 

8800.00 

462 

5280.00 

539 

1980.00 

596 

1320.00 

255 

742.50 

312 

25300.00 

369 

165.00 

426 

3190.00 

463 

1540.00 

540 

15730.00 

597 

1870.00 

256 

825.00 

313 

3520.00 

370 

71.50 

427 

11000.00 

484 

8250.00 

541 

5720.00 

596 

4840.00 

'  257 

550.00 

314 

275.00 

371 

2420.00 

428 

132.00 

465 

990.00 

542 

1430.00 

599 

3960.00 

258 

687.50 

315 

825.00 

372 

330.00 

429 

7425.00 

486 

2090.00 

543 

2860.00 

600 

3740.00 

259 

825.00 

316 

1045.00 

373 

82.50 

430 

715.00 

467 

10450.00 

544 

1100.00 

601 

2420.00 

260 

880.00 

317 

275.00 

374 

687.50 

431 

990.00 

468 

1320.00 

545 

770.00 

602 

3740.00 

261 

935.00 

316 

825.00 

375 

770.00 

432 

5940.00 

489 

365.00 

546 

1980.00 

603 

2310.00 

262 

770.00 

319 

7040.00 

376 

137.50 

433 

1870.00 

490 

550.00 

547 

192.50 

604 

1870.00 

263 

935.00 

320 

2530.00 

377 

99.00 

434 

1210.00 

491 

220.00 

548 

2860.00 

605 

4180.00 

264 

660.00 

321 

2090.00 

378 

1155.00 

435 

3740.00 

492 

365.00 

549 

935.00 

606 

467.50 

265 

742.50 

322 

1430.00 

379 

220.00 

436 

715.00 

493 

1870.00 

550 

1210.00 

607 

3300.00 

266 

2530.00 

323 

632.50 

360 

495.00 

437 

522.50 

494 

247.50 

551 

2750.00 

608 

2860.00 

267 

990.00 

324 

2310.00 

381 

1375.00 

438 

2090.00 

495 

4640.00 

552 

577.50 

609 

2860.00 

268 

1100.00 

325 

577.50 

362 

1017.50 

439 

2420.00 

496 

247.50 

553 

330.00 

610 

2420.00 

269 

1155.00 

326 

357.50 

363 

1155.00 

440 

8800.00 

497 

5060.00 

554 

742.50 

611 

467.50 

270 

4180.00 

327 

2750.00 

384 

330.00 

441 

18700.00 

496 

5720.00 

555 

1540.00 

612 

2200.00 

271 

4840.00 

328 

625.00 

365 

1650.00 

442 

1870.00 

499 

3300.00 

556 

825.00 

613 

3080.00 

272 

1045.00 

329 

687.50 

386 

605.00 

443 

143.00 

500 

161.50 

557 

1155.00 

614 

880.00 

273 

330.00 

330 

247.50 

387 

1210.00 

444 

247.50 

501 

7700.00 

556 

1670.00 

615 

3520.00 

274 

1980.00 

331 

1960.00 

386 

2530.00 

445 

8800.00 

502 

17600.00 

559 

2090.00 

616 

3080.00 

prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee 
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Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

617 

3080.00 

674 

2640.00 

731 

5060.00 

788 

357.50 

845 

1760.00 

902 

1870.00 

959 

275.00 

618 

632.50 

675 

1320.00 

732 

1320.00 

789 

302.50 

846 

880.00 

903 

715.00 

960 

9900.00 

619 

1430.00 

676 

1980.00 

733 

6600.00 

790 

1760.00 

847 

770.00 

904 

28600.00 

961 

176.00 

620 

1100.00 

677 

660.00 

734 

19800.00 

791 

522.50 

848 

880.00 

905 

1980.00 

962 

302.50 

621 

357.50 

678 

550.00 

735 

7150.00 

792 

715.00 

849 

632.50 

906 

302.50 

963 

20900.00 

622 

1155.00 

679 

330.00 

736 

20900.00 

793 

1430.00 

850 

247.50 

907 

1980.00 

964 

247.50 

623 

3300.00 

680 

605.00 

737 

9900.00 

794 

1540.00 

851 

1540.00 

908 

1760.00 

965 

19800.00 

624 

1760.00 

681 

330.00 

738 

25300.00 

795 

2640.00 

852 

742.50 

909 

154.00 

966 

632.50 

625 

1760.00 

682 

3960.00 

739 

9900.00 

796 

935.00 

853 

522.50 

910 

220.00 

967 

302.50 

626 

4840.00 

683 

231.00 

740 

14300.00 

797 

880.00 

854 

4180.00 

911 

990.00 

968 

275.00 

627 

2090.00 

684 

302.50 

741 

26400.00 

798 

440.00 

855 

715.00 

912 

330.00 

969 

23100.00 

628 

2090.00 

685 

165.00 

742 

10450.00 

799 

687.50 

856 

2420.00 

913 

30800.00 

970 

14300.00 

629 

3300.00 

686 

6820.00 

743 

6820.00 

800 

1210.00 

857 

825.00 

914 

1870.00 

971 

550.00 

630 

3300.00 

687 

6875.00 

744 

4400.00 

801 

1045.00 

858 

24200.00 

915 

247.50 

972 

440.00 

631 

167.20 

688 

2310.00 

745 

6160.00 

802 

528.00 

859 

990.00 

916 

159.50 

973 

16500.00 

632 

4510.00 

689 

192.50 

746 

5500.00 

803 

1155.00 

860 

2420.00 

917 

11550.00 

974 

25300.00 

633 

1320.00 

690 

4950.00 

747 

2970.00 

804 

1320.00 

861 

2090.00 

918 

467.50 

975 

7975.00 

634 

825.00 

691 

69300.00 

748 

12100.00 

805 

742.50 

862 

14300.00 

919 

154.00 

976 

6160.00 

635 

2310.00 

692 

8250.00 

749 

4840.00 

806 

687.50 

863 

1870.00 

920 

187.00 

977 

24200.00 

636 

2090.00 

693 

8250.00 

750 

57200.00 

807 

522.50 

864 

12100.00 

921 

14300.00 

978 

2860.00 

637 

2200.00 

694 

3300.00 

751 

2640.00 

808 

770.00 

865 

2970.00 

922 

209.00 

979 

1100.00 

638 

1320.00 

695 

12100.00 

752 

2860.00 

809 

1540.00  • 

866 

550.00 

923 

8250.00 

980 

1072.50 

639 

4400.00 

696 

770.00 

753 

5060.00 

810 

24200.00 

867 

3300.00 

924 

209.00 

981 

23100.00 

640 

2640.00 

697 

880.00 

754 

2860.00 

811 

770.00 

868 

48400.00 

925 

467.50 

982 

26400.00 

641 

2090.00 

698 

412.50 

755 

2860.00 

812 

5060.00 

869 

742.50 

926 

11000.00 

983 

14300.00 

642 

1980.00 

699 

1760.00 

756 

4400.00 

813 

577.50 

870 

13200.00 

927 

440.00 

984 

275.00 

643 

880.00 

700 

715.00 

757 

17600.00 

814 

1045.00 

871 

3080.00 

928 

14300.00 

985 

25300.00 

644 

1045.00 

701 

4620.00 

758 

4400.00 

815 

220.00 

872 

19800.00 

929 

935.00 

986 

385.00 

645 

440.00 

702 

935.00 

759 

4620.00 

816 

3850.00 

873 

2090.00 

930 

187.00 

987 

14300.00 

646 

247.50 

703 

770.00 

760 

2310.00 

817 

66000.00 

874 

1100.00 

931 

1155.00 

988 

24200.00 

647 

495.00 

704 

935.00 

761 

2420.00 

818 

1100.00 

875 

110000.00 

932 

2200.00 

989 

1980.00 

648 

412.50 

705 

880.00 

762 

2310.00 

819 

330.00 

876 

15400.00 

933 

126.50 

990 

715.00 

649 

2035.00 

706 

577.50 

763 

3410.00 

820 

825.00 

877 

1320.00 

934 

770.00 

991 

550.00 

650 

8250.00 

707 

990.00 

764 

3520.00 

821 

577.50 

878 

1650.00 

935 

550.00 

992 

209.00 

651 

935.00 

708 

990.00 

765 

6600.00 

822 

770.00 

879 

1155.00 

936 

220.00 

993 

24200.00 

652 

2310.00 

709 

962.50 

766 

5225.00 

823 

2750.00 

880 

18700.00 

937 

220.00 

994 

990.00 

653 

522.50 

710 

924.00 

767 

82500.00 

824 

467.50 

881 

1155.00 

938 

10450.00 

995 

385.00 

654 

1540.00 

711 

3300.00 

768 

12100.00 

825 

1650.00 

682 

19800.00 

939 

990.00 

996 

550.00 

655 

2310.00 

712 

2200.00 

769 

18700.00 

826 

825.00 

883 

1155.00 

940 

330.00 

997 

440.00 

656 

220.00 

713 

1045.00 

770 

55000.00 

827 

1980.00 

884 

990.00 

941 

9350.00 

998 

220.00 

657 

632.50 

714 

1760.00 

771 

11000.00 

828 

762.30 

865 

1100.00 

942 

467.50 

999 

9900.00 

658 

880.00 

715 

660.00 

772 

46200.00 

829 

2090.00 

886 

550.00 

943 

10175.00 

1000 

275.00 

659 

3520.00 

716 

2310.00 

773 

198000.00 

830 

1430.00 

887 

1155.00 

944 

715.00 

1001 

209.00 

660 

495.00 

717 

2090.00 

774 

52800.00 

831 

962.50 

888 

522.50 

945 

13200.00 

1002 

467.50 

661 

1155.00 

718 

1430.00 

775 

11000.00 

832 

247.50 

889 

247.50 

946 

247.50 

1003 

220.00 

662 

880.00 

719 

4620.00 

776 

22000.00 

833 

28600.00 

890 

1155.00 

947 

1045.00 

1004 

60.50 

663 

550.00 

720 

2090.00 

777 

14300.00 

834 

467.50 

891 

632.50 

948 

16700.00 

1005 

143.00 

664 

1320.00 

721 

110000.00 

778 

44000.00 

835 

6160.00 

892 

660.00 

949 

220.00 

1006 

154.00 

665 

3080.00 

722 

30800.00 

779 

352000.00 

836 

742.50 

893 

1100.00 

950 

22000.00 

1007 

165.00 

666 

3410.00 

723 

14850.00 

780 

14300.00 

837 

5280.00 

894 

935.00 

951 

220.00 

1008 

522.50 

667 

1045.00 

724 

4840.00 

781 

10450.00 

838 

2420.00 

895 

1980.00 

952 

20900.00 

1009 

198.00 

668 

1540.00 

725 

4840.00 

782 

7150.00 

839 

9900.00 

896 

825.00 

953 

2090.00 

1010 

412.50 

669 

1540.00 

726 

5500.00 

783 

10450.00 

840 

3300.00 

897 

1650.00 

954 

12100.00 

1011 

522.50 

670 

440.00 

727 

1045.00 

784 

6600.00 

841 

1540.00 

898 

990.00 

955 

8800.00 

1012 

852.50 

671 

2750.00 

728 

1210.00 

785 

10450.00 

842 

247.50 

699 

1210.00 

956 

330.00 

1013 

880.00 

672 

1100.00 

729 

1980.00 

786 

1650.00 

843 

715.00 

900 

715.00 

957 

715.00 

1014 

605.00 

673 

825.00 

730 

4840.00  . 

787 

467.50 

844 

2200.00 

901 

302.50 

958 

770.00 

1015 

247.50 

prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee 
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Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

1016 

385.00 

1073 

330.00 

1131 

330.00 

1188 

4180.00 

1245 

330.00 

1302 

3300.00 

1359 

1320.00 

101? 

907.50 

1074 

451.00 

1132 

302.50 

1189 

1100.00 

1246 

143.00 

1303 

825.00 

1360 

209.00 

1018 

632.50 

1075 

440.00 

1133 

935.00 

1190 

522.50 

1247 

187.00 

1304 

82.50 

1361 

1045.00 

1019 

247.50 

1076 

187.00 

1134 

374.00 

1191 

2750.00 

1248 

154.00 

1305 

11000.00 

1362 

2530.00 

1020 

203.50 

1077 

412.50 

1135 

605.00 

1192 

990.00 

1249 

121.00 

1306 

220.00 

1363 

825.00 

1021 

550.00 

1078 

357.50 

1136 

1210.00 

1193 

5500.00 

1250 

71.50 

1307 

357.50 

1364 

577.50 

1022 

88.00 

1079 

770.00 

1137 

1870.00 

1194 

19800.00 

1251 

330.00 

1308 

41800.00 

1365 

275.00 

1023 

330.00 

1080 

110.00 

1138 

440.00 

1195 

2200.00 

1252 

143.00 

1309 

880.00 

1366 

82.50 

1024 

88.00 

1081 

71.50 

1139 

275.00 

1196 

26400.00 

1253 

550.00 

1310 

55000.00 

1367 

110.00 

1025 

132.00 

1082 

247.50 

1140 

5500.00 

1197 

2420.00 

1254 

412.50 

1311 

1320.00 

1368 

412.50 

1026 

132.00 

1083 

412.50 

1141 

70400.00 

1198 

4180.00 

1255 

247.50 

1312 

2090.00 

1369 

605.00 

1027 

12100.00 

1084 

209.00 

1142 

3740.00 

1199 

1320.00 

1256 

82.50 

1313 

302.50 

1370 

9900.00 

1028 

880.00 

1085 

275.00 

1143 

4400.00 

1200 

2970.00 

1257 

55.00 

1314 

99.00 

1371 

412.50 

1029 

220.00 

1086 

990.00 

1144 

4180.00 

1201 

1925.00 

1258 

88.00 

1315 

110.00 

1372 

1760.00 

1030 

99.00 

1087 

220.00 

1145 

39600.00 

1202 

990.00 

1259 

6600.00 

1316 

825.00 

1373 

143.00 

1031 

440.00 

1088 

247.50 

1146 

4180.00 

1203 

4840.00 

1260 

46? . 50 

1317 

1540.00 

1374 

5720.00 

1032 

176.00 

1089 

275.00 

1147 

605.00 

1204 

495.00 

1261 

935.00 

1318 

687.50 

1375 

385.00 

1033 

330.00 

1090 

330.00 

1148 

467.50 

1205 

990.00 

1262 

1100.00 

1319- 

275.00 

1376 

660.00 

1034 

550.00 

1091 

220.00 

1149 

176.00 

1206 

2420.00 

1263 

3740.00 

1320 

154.00 

1377 

742.50 

1035 

121.00 

1092 

121.00 

1150 

302.50 

1207 

10450.00 

1264 

660.00 

1321 

1760.00 

1378 

1870.00 

1036 

385.00 

1093 

275.00 

1151 

495.00 

1206 

1980.00 

1265 

1540.00 

1322 

632.50 

1379 

154.00 

1037 

467.50 

1094 

632.50 

1152 

176.00 

1209 

1870.00 

1266 

37400.00 

1323 

1155.00 

1380 

77.00 

1038 

99.00 

1095 

165.00 

1153 

13200.00 

1210 

2530.00 

1267 

7040.00 

1324 

550.00 

1381 

990.00 

1039 

88.00 

1096 

550.00 

1154 

52800.00 

1211 

2420.00 

1268 

880.00 

1325 

1210.00 

1382 

302.50 

1040 

302.50 

1097 

242.00 

1155 

22000.00 

1212 

2860.00 

1269 

550.00 

1326 

385.00 

1383 

660.00 

1041 

165.00 

1098 

330.00 

1156 

44000.00 

1213 

24200.00 

1270 

2200.00 

1327 

24200.00 

1384 

1760.00 

1042 

1100.00 

1099 

302.50 

1157 

13200.00 

1214 

2090.00 

1271 

3960.00 

1328 

302.50 

1385 

632.50 

1043 

660.00 

1100 

330.00 

1158 

550.00 

1215 

1650.00 

1272 

2420.00 

1329 

330.00 

1386 

2640.00 

1044 

770.00 

1102 

302.50 

1159 

5060.00 

1216 

2860.00 

1273 

2695.00 

1330 

1320.00 

1387 

605.00 

1045 

220.00 

1103 

330.00 

1160 

5280.00 

1217 

4400.00 

1274 

1045.00 

1331 

385.00 

1388 

330.00 

1046 

176.00 

1104 

308.00 

1161 

6620.00 

1218 

2750.00 

1275 

412.50 

1332 

770.00 

1389 

632.50 

1047 

121.00 

1105 

253.00 

1162 

8250.00 

1219 

770.00 

1276 

412.50 

1333 

385.00 

1390 

1760.00 

1048 

330.00 

1106 

1430.00 

1163 

5940.00 

1220 

440.00 

1277 

412.50 

1334 

412.50 

1391 

1210.00 

1049 

302.50 

1107 

302.50 

1164 

2090.00 

1221 

357.50 

1278 

605.00 

1335 

13200.00 

1392 

660.00 

1050 

275.00 

1108 

605.00 

1165 

2970.00 

1222 

2860.00 

1279 

176.00 

1336 

1210.00 

1393 

687.50 

1051 

275.00 

1109 

275.00 

1166 

2530.00 

1223 

1650.00 

1280 

660.00 

1337 

330.00 

1394 

132.00 

1052 

247.50 

1110 

385.00 

1167 

1210.00 

1224 

2750.00 

1281 

715.00 

1338 

7480.00 

1395 

467.50 

1053 

247.50 

mi 

220.00 

1168 

935.00 

1225 

1760.00 

1282 

880.00 

1339 

1045.00 

1396 

302.50 

1054 

1320.00 

1112 

935.00 

1169 

770.00 

1226 

1650.00 

1283 

467.50 

1340 

770.00 

1397 

577.50 

1055 

357.50 

1113 

220.00 

1170 

2530.00 

1227 

2200.00 

1284 

9350.00 

1341 

660.00 

1398 

2310.00 

1056 

495.00 

1114 

302.50 

1171 

2640.00 

1228 

1320.00 

1285 

3520.00 

1342 

550.00 

1399 

4400.00 

1057 

715.00 

1115 

275.00 

1172 

1320.00 

1229 

1320.00 

1286 

1045.00 

1343 

412.50 

1400 

3960.00 

1058 

990.00 

1116 

110.00 

1173 

16700.00 

1230 

275.00 

1287 

2310.00 

1344 

176.00 

1401 

5280.00 

1059 

176.00 

1117 

467.50 

1174 

1100.00 

1231 

2310.00 

1288 

1540.00 

1345 

660.00 

1402 

4400.00 

1060 

770.00 

1118 

467.50 

1175 

14300.00 

1232 

2860.00 

1289 

1650.00 

1346 

1320.00 

1403 

4400.00 

1061 

660.00 

1119 

330.00 

1176 

1760.00 

1233 

605.00 

1290 

990.00 

1347 

440.00 

1404 

1760.00 

1062 

605.00 

1120 

88.00 

1177 

6160.00 

1234 

1760.00 

1291 

330.00 

1348 

1980.00 

1405 

38.50 

1063 

121.00 

1121 

357.50 

1178 

6160.00 

1235 

35200.00 

1292 

132.00 

1349 

467.50 

1406 

467.50 

1064 

440.00 

1122 

302.50 

1179 

1980.00 

1236 

17600.00 

1293 

3300.00 

1350 

1540.00 

1407 

93.50 

1065 

577.50 

1123 

357.50 

1180 

11000.00 

1237 

25300.00 

1294 

1100.00 

1351 

550.00 

1408 

715.00 

1066 

132.00 

1124 

632.50 

1161 

2860.00 

1238 

3960.00 

1295 

121.00 

1352 

522.50 

1409 

253.00 

106? 

110.00 

1125 

385.00 

1182 

1650.00 

1239 

6160.00 

1296 

1980.00 

1353 

24200.00 

1410 

198.00 

1068 

687.50 

1126 

2090.00 

1163 

770.00 

1240 

4070.00 

1297 

550.00 

1354 

99.00 

1411 

5500.00 

1069 

412.50 

1127 

330.00 

1164 

1540.00 

1241 

1320.00 

1298 

1650.00 

1355 

1320.00 

1412 

3520.00 

1070 

330.00 

1128 

220.00 

1165 

5280.00 

1242 

4620.00 

1299 

13200.00 

1356 

660.00 

1413 

2310.00 

1071 

1320.00 

1129 

275.00 

1186 

2200.00 

1243 

2640.00 

1300 

1650.00 

1357 

522.50 

1072 

341.00 

1130 

357.50 

1187 

715.00 

1244 

154.00 

1301 

2090.00 

1358 

5060.00 

prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee 
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Norweb 

Collection 

Part  I 


To  be  offered 

at  Mail  Bid  and  Public  Auction  Sale 
October  12  and  13,  1987 


Sessions 


I 

(United  States  Coins) 

Monday  Evening,  October  12,  7:00  p.m.  Sharp. 
Commencing  with  Lot  1 


II 

(United  States  Coins) 

Tuesday  Evening,  October  13,  7:00  p.m.  Sharp. 
Commencing  with  Lot  694 


Sale  to  be  held  at: 

St.  Moritz  on-the-Park  Hotel 
50  Central  Park  South 
New  York,  NY  10019 
(212)  755-5800 


Sale  to  be  held  by: 
Auctions  by 

Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 
Box  1224 


Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 


Licensed  Auctioneers:  Q.  David  Bowers  (Lie.  793852),  Raymond  N.  Merena  (793853),  William  D.  Hawfield,  Jr.  (791765) 

Copyright  ©  1987  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 


Q.  David  Bowers  . Chairman  of  the  Board 

Raymond  N.  Merena  . President 

Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D . Director  of  Consignments 

Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III . Professional  Numismatist 

Michael  J.  Hodder . Director,  World  Coins  and  Americana 

Jane  Foran . Administrative  Director 

Jennifer  Douglass . Associate 

Beth  O.  Piper  . Assistant 

Barbara  Fiore . Assistant 

Doreen  Richards . Assistant 

Lisa  Simons . Consultant 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 


Cataloguing  and  certain  other  services  were  provided  by  special  arrangement  with  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.: 


Q.  David  Bowers  . 

Raymond  N.  Merena  . . . 

Thomas  J.  Becker . 

Frank  Van  Valen . 

Brenda  C.  Quinby . 

Elizabeth  Arlin . 

Cynthia  Odom . 

Gail  A.  Watson . 

Carol  J.  Craigue  . 

Sandi  Scott . 

Mary  Tocci . 

Doug  Plasencia . 

Mary  Valley . 

Debbie  Tallman  . 

Annette  Thomas . 

Diane  MacArthur . 

Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A 

Geraldine  Conaty . 

Laurel  A.  Morrill . 

J.E.  McCabe . 

William  Winter . 

Margaret  Graf  . 

Linda  A.  Heilig . 

Judy  L.  Bouchard . 

Lee  Blythe  Lilljedahl 
Cathy  Dumont . 


. Chairman  of  the  Board 

. President 

. Senior  Numismatist 

. Professional  Numismatist 

.  .  Associate,  Collection  Portfolio  Program 

. Want  List  Department 

. Order  Department 

. Order  Department 

. Order  Department 

. Manager,  Publications  Department 

. Associate,  Publications  Department 

. Associate,  Publications  Department 

. Executive  Secretary 

. Assistant  Executive  Secretary 

. Assistant  Executive  Secretary 

. Receptionist 

. Controller 

. Accounting  Department 

. Accounting  Department 

. Manager,  Graphics  Department 

Assistant  Manager,  Graphics  Department 

. Graphics  Department 

. Graphics  Department 

. Graphics  Department 

. Graphics  Department 

. Manager,  Photography  Department 


Appreciation  is  extended  to  the  following  for  the  preparation  of  this  catalogue:  The  pieces  in  the  present  volume 
were  catalogued  by  Liz  Arlin,  Richard  Bagg,  Michael  Hodder,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  and  Thomas 
J.  Becker.  Catalogue  production  and  typography  represents  the  work  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Graphics  Depart¬ 
ment,  including  J.E.  McCabe,  William  Winter,  Margaret  Graf,  Linda  A.  Heilig,  Judy  Bouchard,  and  Lee  Blythe  Lill- 
jedahl.  Photography  was  by  Cathy  Dumont. 

ALL  ILLUSTRATIONS  ARE  OF  THE 
ACTUAL  ITEMS  BEING  SOLD 
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Terms 
of  Sale 


-i  This  is  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and  bonded  auc- 
L  .  tioneers. 

2  All  bids  are  to  be  per  lot.  No  lots  will  be  broken.  Lots  will  be  sold  in 
.  numerical  sequence  unless  the  auctioneer  otherwise  directs.  In  the  event 
of  identical  bids  in  the  same  lot,  the  lot  will  be  awarded  to  the  first  bid  received. 
In  the  event  of  a  dispute  during  the  floor  bidding,  the  auctioneer's  decision  to 
award  the  lot  to  a  bidder  will  be  final.  The  auctioneer,  at  his  sole  discretion,  may 
re-open  any  lot  or  put  the  lot  up  for  sale  again. 

3  A  buyer's  charge  of  10%  on  each  individual  lot  will  be  added  to  all  success- 
.  ful  bids,  which  sum  will  be  the  purchase  price.  This  buyer's  charge  will  be 
added  to  all  invoices,  without  exception.  (Under  the  present  arrangement,  we  nor¬ 
mally  charge  a  fee  to  the  seller,  plus  a  buyer's  charge  to  the  purchaser.) 

4  All  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  in  United  States  funds.  All  remittances  must 
.  be  drawn  on  United  States  banks.  Invoices  must  be  paid  for  promptly  upon 
receipt  in  good  U.S.  funds.  No  credit  cards  will  be  accepted  for  auction  purchases. 
Shipping,  handling,  postage,  and/or  private  or  postal  insurance,  and  registration 
charges  will  be  added  for  lots  delivered  by  mail.  All  bidders  not  furnishing  ap¬ 
plicable  resale  permits  will  be  responsible  for  sales  tax  as  required  to  be  collected 
under  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  the  sale  is  conducted.  By  bidding  in  the  sale, 
a  successful  bidder  agrees  to  be  liable  for  any  tax  liabilities  which  may  accrue  by 
virtue  of  the  purchase. 

5  On  any  account  not  paid  within  the  prescribed  terms  of  this  sale,  Auctions 
.  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  reserve  the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose 
periodic  finance  charges  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  on  the 
unpaid  balance,  which  charges  shall  continue  to  accrue  until  fully  paid.  On  any 
sums  unpaid,  if  the  account  is  referred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer 
agrees  to  pay  all  costs,  including  attorneys'  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on  the  bal¬ 
ance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

6  Bidders  not  known  to  us  must  furnish  references  deemed  satisfactory  to 
.  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  deposit  a  sum  equal  to  25%  of  the  bids  submit¬ 
ted.  This  sum  will  be  applied  to  successful  bids  with  the  overage  refunded,  and 
any  difference  billed. 


7  All  APO,  FPO,  and  non-U.S.  addresses  must  submit  a  50%  deposit.  We 
.  reserve  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  by  all  bidders,  prior  to  the  deliv¬ 
ery  of  lots,  even  if  satisfactory  references  or  credit  have  been  established. 


8  Title  does  not  pass  until  lots  are  paid  for  in  full.  It  is  the  responsibility 
.  and  obligation  of  the  buyer  to  maintain  insurance  on  any  coins  in  their  pos¬ 
session.  Risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder  agrees 
to  permit  Bowers  and  Merena  to  file  any  financing  statement  permitted  under  the 
Uniform  Commercial  Code  without  debtor's  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts 
due,  whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in  their  possession. 

9  All  lots  must  be  paid  in  full  prior  to  delivery,  unless  credit  arrangements 
.  for  this  sale  have  been  specifically  agreed  to  in  writing  by  Bowers  and  Mere¬ 
na.  Previously  established  lines  of  credit,  at  the  sole  option  of  Bowers  and  Mere¬ 
na,  may  not  be  honored.  Please  contact  our  Auction  Department  in  advance  if 
you  have  any  questions  regarding  your  purchasing  plans. 

in  No  "buy"  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted.  No  bids  will  be  accepted 
1U.  from  minors.  The  auctioneer  and/or  Bowers  and  Merena  reserve  the  right 
to  open  a  lot  at  a  reasonable  price,  to  set  bidding  increments  as  they  shall  deter¬ 
mine,  and  to  refuse  any  bid  which  in  the  judgment  of  the  auctioneer  or  Bowers 
and  Merena  is  believed  not  to  be  made  in  good  faith  or  does  not  qualify  by  reason 
of  credit,  or  otherwise.  Any  estimates  of  value  which  appear  in  this  catalogue  are 
an  opinion,  based  on  price  lists,  catalogues,  and  other  information,  as  to  what 
the  lot  may  realize  (excluding  the  10%  buyer's  charge).  At  the  sale,  higher  or  low¬ 
ers  prices  may  prevail.  In  any  event,  in  the  case  of  a  reserve,  the  reserve  will  not 
exceed  the  high  published  estimate.  As  the  catalogue  is  prepared  considerably 
in  advance  of  the  sale  date,  estimates  are  subject  to  change.  Any  change  in  the 
reserve  outside  of  the  guidelines  noted  will  be  announced  at  the  sale. 


11 


All  items  are  guaranteed  genuine. 


-1  ^  We  cannot  be  responsible  for  your  errors  in  bidding.  Please  check  your 
LA.  bid  sheet  carefully.  Please  bid  in  even  dollar  increments.  All  bids  not  in 
even  dollar  amounts,  including  those  increased  by  10%  to  20%  (see  our  special 
service  on  the  bid  sheet),  will  be  rounded  off  to  the  lower  whole  dollar  amount. 


AH  bid  sheets  must  be  signed.  By  bidding  in  this  sale  even  if  for  a  corporation, 
the  bidder  personally  guarantees  payment.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  a  bidder  ac¬ 
knowledges  that  he  is  bidding  in  this  sale  primarily  for  commercial  purposes  and 
agrees  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  sale. 


-i  Q  Auction  sales  are  not  approval  sales.  Any  lot  may  be  examined  before 
-L O .  bidding.  No  lot  may  be  returned  by  a  mail  bidder  without  the  advance 
written  permission  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  Any  such  requests  must  be  made  with¬ 
in  three  days  of  the  receipt  of  the  coins;  in  no  event  can  such  a  reddest  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  us  later  than  30  days  after  the  auction  date.  Any  late  remittance  for 
purchases  is  cause  for  Bowers  and  Merena  to  negate  this  privilege.  At  the  sole 
discretion  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  we  reserve  the  right  to  deny  participation  in 


any  auction  if  there  have  been,  in  our  opinion,  credit  problems,  unreasonable 
returns,  delays  in  payment,  or  any  other  problems  in  past  or  current  sales. 


14. 


15. 


No  lots  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  by  floor  buyers  (including  those 
acting  as  agents  for  others).  All  floor  sales  are  final.  In  addition,  no  lots 
may  be  returned  by  successful  mail  bidders  who  have  examined  the  lots  prior  to 
the  sale.  Exceptions  will  be  made  only  for  reasons  of  authenticity. 

Any  claims  involving  errors  in  the  catalogue  must  be  made  within  three 
days  of  receipt  of  the  coins  and  within  30  days  of  the  date  of  the  sale. 
Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer 
as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  coin  or  lot.  "Proof  "  is  used  to  de¬ 
scribe  a  method  of  manufacture  and  is  not  a  grade  or  condition.  All  such  terms, 
including  adjectival  and  numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  other  numismatic 
items,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numeri¬ 
cal  descriptions,  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  In  general,  descriptions 
are  our  interpretation  of  standards  in  the  Photograde  book,  with  the  addition  of 
certain  intermediate  grades,  such  as  MS-64  and  Proof-64,  as  determined  by  the 
opinion  of  our  staff. 

-I  s'  Bowers  and  Merena  act  as  agents  for  the  various  consignors.  For  this 
ID.  reason,  no  claims  of  any  kind  can  be  considered  after  the  settlements  have 
been  made  with  the  consignors.  Any  dispute  after  the  settlement  date  (45  days 
following  the  date  of  the  sale)  is  strictly  between  the  bidder  and  consignor  with¬ 
out  involvement  or  responsibility  of  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  the  cataloguers. 
Cash  advances  have  been  made  to  some  consignors  in  anticipation  of  sale  pro¬ 
ceeds.  Bowers  and  Merena,  or  any  affiliated  person  or  company,  reserves  the  right 
to  consign  items  to  this  auction  sale,  and  to  participate  as  a  bidder.  The  consignor 
or  his  agent  may  bid  on  any  lot  including  those  in  his  own  consignment.  In  the 
event  of  a  typographical  error  or  attribution  error,  the  cataloguer  reserves  the  right 
to  withdraw  any  item  from  the  sale  without  notice,  to  correct  the  error  orally  at 
the  sale,  or,  if  discovered  at  a  later  date,  to  refund  the  buyer's  money  without  fur¬ 
ther  obligation.  The  maximum  obligation  of  Bowers  and  Merena  to  any  bidder 
shall  be  the  sum  paid  for  any  lot  in  dispute.  While  every  effort  will  be  made  to 
properly  enter  and  execute  bids  received  by  mail  or  by  other  means.  Bowers  and 
Merena  assume  no  liability  for  any  errors  in  this  regard  or  failure  to  enter  bids. 
Nor  can  Bowers  and  Merena  assume  responsibility  for  bids  received  later  than 
the  published  deadline  for  receipt  of  mail  bids,  or  bids  received  by  telephone  or 
in  person.  To  insure  the  greatest  accuracy,  we  strongly  recommend  that  bids  be 
entered  on  the  standard  bid  sheet  form  and  be  received  here  in  advance  of  the 
published  deadline. 

-1  ry  By  placing  a  bid  in  this  sale,  you  agree  that  this  transaction  shall  be 
-L/.  construed  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
Any  dispute,  claim  or  controversy  (except  for  non-payment)  shall  be  settled  ex¬ 
clusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  the  rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  as  if  both  parties  to  the  dispute  were  members,  at  Wol- 
feboro,  New  Hampshire,  or  another  suitable  location  at  the  option  of  Bowers  and 
Merena.  In  the  event  of  non-payment,  at  its  option,  Bowers  and  Merena  may  re¬ 
fer  the  matter  to  the  PNG  arbitration  or  elect  to  proceed  judicially  in  which  case 
the  buyer  consents  to  jurisdiction  in  the  courts  of  Carroll  County,  New  Hampshire. 

BIDDING  IN  THIS  AUCTION  SALE  constitutes  ACCEPTANCE  BY 
THE  BIDDER  of  the  FOREGOING  TERMS  OF  SALE. 


18. 


Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are  stored  are  to  facili¬ 
tate  vieiving  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE  NOT  intended  or  recom¬ 
mended  for  long-term  storage. 

New  Bidders: 

If  you  have  not  participated  with  us  before,  be  sure  to  send  your 
credit  information,  attention  Controller,  at  least  10  days  before  the 
auction,  We  find  there  is  very  little  time,  if  any,  to  review  this  infor¬ 
mation  during  the  auction. 


Deadline  for  Receipt  of  Mail  Bids: 
Noon,  Friday  October  9,  1987 

Important  notice:  Credit  cards  will  not  be  accepted  for  auction 
deposits  or  payments. 

The  Prices  Realized  List  will  be  published  30  days  after  the  auction. 

Scheduling  Information 

Where: 

St.  Moritz  on-the-park  Hotel 
50  Central  Park  South 
New  York,  NY  10019 
(212)  755-5800 

When: 

October  12  &  13,  1987 


-  U  - 


Additional  Sale  Terms 
and  Some  Suggestions 
for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting,  enjoyable,  and 
numismatically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you  have  been  bid¬ 
ding  in  our  sales  for  many  years,  you  may  find  that  some  of  the 
following  comments  will  increase  your  success.  The  paragraphs 
are  numbered  for  your  reference  in  the  event  that  you  wish  to 
ask  further  questions.  Telephone  Jane  Foran  or  Jennifer  Douglass 
in  this  regard. 


19. 


Read  the  Terms  of  Sale  printed  in  this  catalogue.  Note  that  a  10%  buyer's 
premium,  without  exception,  will  be  added  to  all  successful  bids. 


Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is  particularly  important 
Zm\J .  if  you  are  a  new  bidder,  for  it  takes  us  time  to  check  your  references.  Also, 
this  helps  to  assure  that  your  bid  sheet  will  be  received  before  the  mail  bid  dead¬ 
line.  A  bid  sheet  mailed  a  few  days  before  the  sale  might  not  reach  us  until  a  week 
later— at  which  time  the  coins  will  have  been  sold  to  others! 

n  We've  found  it  best  to  use  a  work  sheet  to  compile  bids.  In  this  way  you 
.  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout  the  catalogue,  make  changes  and 
revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you've  decided  on  your  final  bids,  enter  them 
on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid  sheet  neat  and  clearly  understand¬ 
able,  listing  the  lots  in  order.  Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsi¬ 
ble  for  any  bids  on  wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts.  Please,  please  be  careful! 


22. 


If  you  are  a  new  bidder,  send  along  references  and  a  25%  deposit. 


ryr\  Be  prepared  to  pay  in  full  for  all  lots  for  which  your  bids  are  successful. 
Z.\D.  Don't  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your  financial  circumstances 
carefully  before  bidding.  There  is  always  the  possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded 
all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are  awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay 
for  them  immediately. 

r\  a  Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when  bidding.  While  high 
ArTL .  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items  sell  within  market  ranges. 
If  a  popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market,  chances  are  not  good  that 
a  bid  of,  say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On  the  other  hand,  chances  are  excellent 
that  a  bid  in  the  $500  to  $600  range  will  be  a  winner.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain 


hunting,  but  as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is  most  productive  if  you 
keep  current  values  in  mind  while  bidding. 

ry  n  Auction  invoices  are  due  upon  receipt  unless  prior  credit  arrangements 
O.  have  been  made  with  us. 

<y  s'  Be  sure  to  sign  your  bid  sheet.  We  reserve  the  option  not  to  enter  your 
bid  sheet  unless  it  bears  your  personal  signature. 

ryry  Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid  changes  are 
£-/  •  necessary,  do  not  write  over  any  figures.  Instead,  cross  them  out  completely 
and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the  bid  sheet.  In  this  way 
we  can  call  you  if  there  is  any  question  about  a  bid. 


28. 

29. 

30. 


Submit  bids  in  even  dollar  amounts.  Cents  and  fractional  dollar 
amounts  will  be  ignored. 

Don't  forget  to  take  advantage,  if  you  wish,  of  the  optional  10%  to  20% 
increase  to  really  help  your  chances  of  being  a  successful  bidder. 

Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction.  Please  write  or 
call  for  further  information. 


O' 1  We  are  here  to  serve  your  needs.  We  really  appreciate  your  interest  and 
O  -L  .  business  and  will  do  anything  we  can  to  make  auction  bidding  by  mail 
more  enjoyable  for  you.  We  look  forward  to  receiving  your  bids. 

O'")  If  you  want  to  sell  your  coins  by  auction,  call  or  write  for  our  free 
.  informative  brochure.  How  to  Sell  Your  Coins  for  the  Best  Price.  Have  a  tech¬ 
nical  numismatic  question?  Richard  ("Rick")  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  our  Consignment  Direc¬ 
tor,  is  at  your  service  at  (603)  569-5095. 


OQ  If  y°u  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure,  please  fill  in  the  max- 
CJU.  imum  amount  you  wish  to  spend  on  the  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE 
line  at  the  upper  portion  of  your  bid  sheet.  You  can  then  submit  bids  for 
amounts  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  of  the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is 
a  personal  service  and  an  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  represen¬ 
tative  will  personally  attend  to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the  auction 
floor,  buying  lots  for  your  account  until  your  authorized  expenditure  is  reached. 
While  we  will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale 
and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure 
to  execute  such  a  bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved,  this  service 
is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum  expenditures  of  $1,000  or  more.  MAX¬ 
IMUM  EXPENDITURE  and  "ONE  LOT  ONLY"  bidding  can  be  combined. 


rjA  Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets  for  a  "ONE  LOT 
Jt:  .  ONLY"  purchase,  if  you  wish  to  purchase  only  one  example  of  a  coin 
of  which  several  examples  appear  in  the  sale.  Such  lots  should  be  bracketed 
in  the  "ONE  LOT  ONLY"  column  on  your  bid  sheet. 


—  Lot  Viewing  — 

The  auction  lots  will  be  available  for  viewing  as  follows: 


Thursday,  October  8 . 

. 9:00 

a.m. 

to 

1:00 

p.m 

2:00 

p.m. 

to 

7:00 

p.m 

Friday,  October  9 . 

. 9:00 

a.m. 

to 

1:00 

p.m 

2:00 

p.m. 

to 

7:00 

p.m 

Saturday,  October  10 . 

. 9:00 

a.m. 

to 

1:00 

p.m 

2:00 

p.m. 

to 

7:00 

p.m 

Sunday,  October  11  . 

. 10:00 

a.m. 

to 

1:00 

p.m 

2:00 

p.m. 

to 

6:00 

p.m 

Monday,  October  12 . 

. 9:00 

a.m. 

to 

1:00 

p.m 

2:00 

p.m. 

to 

6:00 

p.m 

Tuesday,  October  13 . 

. 9:00 

a.m. 

to 

1:00 

p.m 

(End  of  Norweb  Collection  Lot  Viewing) 

2:00 

p.m. 

to 

6:00 

p.m 

Wednesday,  October  14 . 

. 9:00  a. 

m.  to 

12 

c 

o 

o 

c 

o 

o 

(End  of  King  of  Siam  Lot  Viewing) 

1:00 

p.m. 

to 

4:00 

p.m 

—  Lot  Pick-Up  — 


Tuesday,  October  13  (Norweb) . 9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m. 

Wednesday,  October  14  (Norweb) . 9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m. 

Thursday,  October  15  (Norweb  and  King  of  Siam)  . 9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m. 


—  Helpful  Suggestion  — 

We  strongly  recommend  that  our  customers  who  plan  to  view  a  large  portion  of  the  sale,  plan  to  do  so 
during  the  early  days  of  lot  viewing,  as  the  last  days  will  be  crowded. 


-  23  - 


Formal  portrait  photograph  of  Albert  Fairchild  Holden  taken  in  1910  for  publication  in  the  National  Cyclopedia 
of  American  Biography,  by  James  T.  White  &  Co.,  New  York. 
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Introduction 

The  Norweb  Collection  takes  its  place  among  the  greatest  holdings  of  United  States  coins  ever  gathered  by 
private  individuals.  We  welcome  you  to  the  first  of  three  auctions  which  will  see  the  distribution  and  sale  of 
specialties  as  varied  as  early  colonial  coins  and  American  gold. 

In  the  19th  century  the  collection  was  begun  by  Liberty  Emery  Holden  (1833-1913),  who  furnished  the  spark 
for  Albert  Fairchild  Holden  (1866-1913),  one  of  America's  most  prominent  industrialists,  who  developed  an  in¬ 
terest  in  numismatics.  At  the  turn  of  the  century  he  ordered  Proof  coins  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
Ahead  of  his  time,  he  collected  numerous  branch  mint  coins  in  the  finest  condition  possible,  including  pieces 
obtained  directly  from  the  minting  institutions.  His  interest  in  turn  was  transferred  to  his  daughter,  young  Em¬ 
ery  May,  born  in  1896,  who  by  the  age  of  12  was  attributing  die  varieties  of  Massachusetts  silver  and  other 
coins  and  keeping  inventory  notebooks,  as  well  as  examining  the  auction  catalogues  of  Lyman  H.  Low,  Henry 
Chapman,  and  others,  to  make  recommendations  for  additions  to  the  family  collection!  Pages  from  these  note¬ 
books  are  reproduced  in  The  Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy ,  a  288-page  illustrated  hardbound  volume 
by  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers,  prepared  in  conjunction  with  the  present  Norweb  Collection  offer¬ 
ing.  The  story  of  Liberty  Emery  Holden,  Albert  Fairchild  Holden,  the  Norwebs,  and  others  is  given  in  detail. 

Emery  May  Holden  married  R.  Henry  Norweb  in  1917.  For  decades  thereafter,  they  pursued  numismatics 
together  and  became  private  clients  of  leading  dealers  all  over  the  world.  When  the  King  Farouk  Collection 
was  auctioned  in  Cairo  in  1954,  the  Norwebs  were  among  the  few  Americans  in  attendance.  Later,  both  went 
on  to  hold  important  positions  with  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  in  New  York,  and  to  many  other  nu¬ 
mismatic  accomplishments  and  responsibilities.  Important  donations  were  made  to  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  including  such  notable  properties  as  a  1787  Brasher  doubloon  and 
a  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel.  Today,  their  son,  R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  Libby  continue  the  family 
numismatic  tradition. 

It  seems  like  only  yesterday  when  we  catalogued  and  offered  for  sale  the  Garrett  Collection  on  behalf  of 
The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Little  did  we  dream  that  the  Norweb  Collection,  another  holding  of  legendary 
proportions,  would  ever  come  on  the  market,  but  it  has,  and  now  the  present  generation  of  numismatists  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  partake  of  numismatic  treasures  long  hidden  from  view,  coins  which  in  many  instances 
have  been  off  the  market  for  the  best  part  of  the  century.  "If  it  is  not  outstanding,  we  don't  want  it,"  sums 
up  the  Holden  and  Norweb  collecting  philosophy.  As  a  result,  virtually  every  coin  in  the  collection,  no  matter 
what  its  grade  may  be,  is  among  the  finest  of  its  kind.  To  recite  a  list  of  Condition  Census  coins,  finest  knowns, 
great  rarities,  and  even  unique  coins  would  take  many  pages.  The  present  catalogue  and  the  two  to  follow 
will  do  that. 

The  Norweb  Collection,  offered  at  unreserved  public  auction  sale,  contains  many  pieces  sufficiently  rare, 
or  in  such  a  state  of  preservation,  that  it  is  true  that  if  the  pieces  offered  here  are  not  acquired,  it  may  be  a 
generation  or  more,  if  ever,  before  comparable  bidding  opportunities  recur.  It  wasn't  that  long  ago  when  we 
catalogued  and  offered  for  the  sale  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  of  United  States  gold  coins,  highlighted  by 
two  rarities,  the  1870-S  $3  and  the  1822  $5,  both  of  which  brought  $687,500  each.  At  the  time  we  stressed  the 
element  of  opportunity  stating  that,  once  sold,  no  amount  of  money  might  be  able  to  secure  a  duplicate.  This 
proved  to  be  true,  and  since  the  Eliasberg  sale  we  have  had  clients  interested  in  these  two  pieces,  but  the  an¬ 
swer  given  to  us  by  the  buyers  is  simply,  "I'm  sorry,  they're  not  for  sale."  So  it  will  be  with  the  Norweb  coins. 
Numerous  outstanding  rarities,  inexpensive  as  well  as  high  priced,  are  of  such  quality  that  an  offer  of  twice 
the  price  given  the  morning  after  will  not  secure  a  duplicate.  Opportunity  is  the  key  word.  Classics  and  rarities 
never  go  out  of  style. 

The  present  catalogue  commences  with  United  States  half  cents  and  presents  the  finest  collection  of  Proofs 
ever  to  cross  the  auction  block,  not  to  overlook  outstanding  examples  of  such  classics  as  1793,  both  varieties 
of  1796,  and  the  finest  known  1802  with  reverse  of  1800.  Then  come  small  cents,  including  not  only  such  expect¬ 
ed  coins  as  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  and  the  1877  Indian,  but  also  one  of  fewer  than  10  known  1864-L  Proof  cents. 
Two-cent  and  three-cent  pieces  are  likewise  of  outstanding  quality.  Of  great  importance  is  the  added  cachet 
of  illustrious  pedigrees.  Numerous  pieces  have  been  in  the  Norweb  Collection  since  the  turn  of  the  century 
and  have  the  names  of  illustrious  earlier  owners  attached  to  them. 
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Half  dimes  and  dimes  begin  with  the  earliest  issues  and  continue  to  the  latest.  Again,  many  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  pieces  are  offered,  as  are  finest  knowns.  A  particular  favorite  of  the  current  writer  is  the  Gem  Proof  1894-S 
dime,  which  I  owned  in  1957  and  sold  to  the  Norwebs.  This  particular  coin  caused  a  nationwide  sensation 
at  the  time  and  was  described  in  hundreds  of  newspaper  articles,  which  brought  something  like  6,000  letters 
of  inquiry  to  my  mailbox!  Rare  Carson  City  coins,  glittering  Proof  Philadelphia  Mint  issues,  including  seldom- 
seen  early  dates,  and  other  treasures  await  the  prospective  bidder.  Among  Barber  and  Mercury  dimes  are  coins 
acquired  at  or  near  the  time  of  issue,  pieces  in  Gem  Uncirculated  or  Gem  Proof  condition  which  cannot  be 
surpassed  by  any  other  examples  surviving  today.  Then  we  present  20-cent  pieces,  a  complete  collection,  in¬ 
cluding  the  classic  1876-CC. 

Gold  coins  are  of  the  denominations  of  $3,  $4,  and  $5.  Among  pieces  of  the  former  denomination,  superb 
Proof  strikings  of  the  classic  1875  and  1876  will  command  attention,  as  will  others,  a  complete  offering  of  the 
denomination,  with  the  exception  of  the  unique  1870-S. 

Half  eagles  will  be  forever  remembered  by  specialists.  Beginning  with  1795,  the  first  year  of  issue,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  to  the  last,  1929,  the  presentation  is  studded  with  more  scarcities,  rarities,  and  landmark  issues  than 
can  be  easily  counted.  Notable  among  these  are  the  1795  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse,  the  classic  1815,  the  seldom- 
seen  1819,  a  Gem  Proof  1829  Small  Planchet  half  eagle— the  only  specimen  in  private  hands— and  other  "rarest 
of  the  rare"  issues,  including  Proofs,  dated  in  the  1820s  and  1830s.  After  that,  later  Proofs  commence  with  the 
1850s  and  continue  down  through  the  years  to  the  Indian  type.  Punctuating  the  Proofs  are  branch  mint  coins, 
many  of  which  are  among  the  finest  of  their  kind.  Some  may  be  unique;  for  example,  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  Gem  Uncirculated  1864-S  half  eagle  is  the  only  Mint  State  piece  in  existence  of  this  scarce  variety. 

Colonial  and  state  coins  contain  numerous  scarcities  and  rarities,  as  well  as  popular  issues.  The  offering  of 
Massachusetts  silver  pieces  will  forever  remain  etched  in  the  memory  of  specialists,  while  Vermont  and  New 
Jersey  coins  are  likewise  important.  Rare  die  combinations  of  New  York-related  coinage,  rarities  in  the  Talbot, 
Allum  &  Lee  series,  and  other  pieces  will  delight  specialists  and  connoisseurs.  Again,  the  concept  is  one  of 
opportunity.  Once  sold,  certain  of  the  issues  may  not  be  available  again  within  your  lifetime. 

Rounding  out  the  offering  is  a  specialized  collection  of  small-denomination  California  gold  coins.  Kept  in 
the  Norweb  Collection  for  decades,  these  pieces  have  not  been  studied  by  modern  specialists  and  thus  repre¬ 
sent  coins  which  will  represent  new  opportunities  to  the  current  generation. 

Participation  in  the  Norweb  Collection  sale  can  be  one  of  two  ways.  The  first  is  by  mail,  as  many  of  our  clients 
will  do,  following  the  Terms  of  Sale  outlined  in  the  catalogue.  Our  staff  will  be  pleased  to  answer  questions 
concerning  any  specific  points  not  raised  in  the  catalogue  descriptions,  or  to  help  with  estimates.  Your  tele¬ 
phone  call  directed  to  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.  (regular  United  States  series)  or  Michael  Hodder  (colonial  and 
state  coins)  will  receive  immediate  attention,  as  will  correspondence  on  the  matter.  I  cordially  invite  your  in- 
person  attendance,  so  that  you  will  be  a  part  of  numismatic  history  as  it  is  made.  If  you  were  in  attendance 
at  the  Garrett  Collection  sale  or  the  Eliasberg  Collection  sale,  you  still  have  indelible  recollections  of  unforgetta¬ 
ble  moments.  So  it  will  undoubtedly  be  with  the  Norweb  Collection.  Here  is  a  collection  for  the  ages,  a  holding 
which  will  forever  be  among  the  finest  ever  auctioned.  I  would  like  you  to  be  a  part  of  it. 

I  express  appreciation  to  the  consignors,  the  family  of  R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.,  who  have  made  the  sale  possi¬ 
ble  and  who  have  also  provided  archival  data  for  pedigrees  and  for  historical  information,  much  of  which  is 
related  in  the  book.  The  Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy,  issued  in  conjunction  with  the  sale.  Cataloguing 
of  the  coins  was  the  work  of  several  individuals,  including  Michael  Hodder,  Elizabeth  Arlin,  Richard  Bagg, 
Ph.D.,  and  Ray  Merena,  in  addition  to  myself.  Other  staff  credits  are  given  elsewhere  in  the  catalogue. 

Over  a  period  of  many  years,  several  generations  of  the  Norweb  family  have  acquired  many  of  their  most 
important  pieces  by  public  auction  competition.  It  thus  seems  to  be  particularly  fitting  that  today  the  Norweb 
Collection  treasures  are  being  distributed  in  the  same  manner.  Each  coin  carries  with  it  a  specific  date,  mint- 
mark,  variety,  or  grade  classification,  but  beyond  that  it  also  possesses  something  intangible,  something  quin¬ 
tessential,  the  pedigree  of  having  been  in  one  of  the  greatest  American  numismatic  cabinets  ever  formed:  the 
Norweb  Collection. 

Sincerely, 


Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman  of  the  Board 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 
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Portrait  photograph  of  Emery  May  Holden  Norweb  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  R.  Henry  Norweb  in  Paris, 
October  18,  1917. 
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Portrait  photograph  of  R. 


Henry  Norweb,  Jr.,  taken  in  1983. 
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The  Norweb  Family 


The  Norweb  family  and  its  forebears,  notably  the  Holden  fa¬ 
mily,  played  many  important  roles  in  American  history,  the  fas¬ 
cinating  details  of  which  are  outlined  in  The  Norweb  Collection: 
An  American  Legacy,  by  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
(available  in  deluxe  hardbound  form  for  $29.95).  Given  here  are 
brief  biographical  sketches  of  certain  family  members  who  were 
involved  in  numismatics: 

Liberty  Emery  Holden  (1833-1913) 

Born  in  Raymond,  Maine,  Liberty  Emery  Holden  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1860  to  Delia  Elizabeth  Bulkley.  The  union  produced  nine 
children.  Educated  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  Holden  stud¬ 
ied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Cleveland  Bar  in  1863.  An  en¬ 
trepreneur  at  heart,  his  interests  soon  expanded  into  such  diverse 
areas  as  hotel  building  and  ownership  (the  Fairmount  Hotel, 
Cleveland,  in  1872  and  the  Hollenden  Hotel  in  the  same  city, 
1885),  mine  manager  (Pittsburgh  and  Lake  Angeline  Mines, 
1873-1875),  and  mine  owner  (Old  Jordan  and  Old  Telegraph 
Mines,  Utah,  1875-1889).  He  became  owner  of  the  Cleveland  Plain 
Dealer,  which  grew  to  be  one  of  America's  most  honored  and 
respected  newspapers.  He  became  a  patron  of  education  and 
the  arts,  and  was  instrumental  in  the  founding  of  educational 
institutions  and  in  the  donation  of  important  properties  to  the 
Cleveland  Museum  of  Art.  The  field  of  politics  was  not  over¬ 
looked,  and  in  1896  he  was  a  Democratic  delegate  from  Ohio 
to  the  presidential  convention,  where  he  supported  William  Jen¬ 
nings  Bryan.  Around  the  same  time  he  was  heavily  involved 
in  the  silver  movement.  Liberty  Emery  Holden's  involvement 
in  numismatics  was  not  chronicled,  but  it  is  believed  that  by  the 
1890s  he  was  involved  in  the  subject,  for  he  possessed  references, 
and,  apparently,  some  significant  rare  coins. 

Albert  Fairchild  Holden  (1866-1913) 

Born  in  Cleveland,  and  a  Harvard  graduate,  Albert  Fairchild 
Holden's  specialities  were  mine  engineering  and  mineralogy.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  education,  he  managed  his  father's  extensive  min¬ 
ing  properties  in  the  American  West,  an  involvement  which 
continued  through  the-  turn  of  the  century.  By  1906  he  owned 
or  was  an  investor  in  numerous  important  mining  properties 
as  well  as  smelting  and  refining  enterprises,  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  must  be  numbered  among  the  most  prominent  indus¬ 
trialists  of  his  day.  At  the  same  time  he  pursued  hobby  interests, 
particularly  in  the  fields  of  mineralogical  specimens  (his  collec¬ 
tion  was  subsequently  donated  to  Harvard,  along  with  $500,000 
for  maintenance)  and  numismatics.  Albert  Fairchild  Holden  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  in 
1909.  Busy  with  his  far-flung  commercial  enterprises,  he  collected 
coins  privately  and  anonymously,  usually  bidding  through 
agents.  He  was  a  participant  in  such  landmark  auctions  as  Henry 
Chapman's  Matthew  A.  Stickney  Collection  Sale,  June  1907;  Tho¬ 
mas  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  October  1908; 
and  Henry  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Andrew  Zabriskie  Collection, 
June  1909.  In  addition,  it  is  apparent  that  he  ordered  Proof  coins 
from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  from  about  1900  through  about  1912, 
and  was  one  of  relatively  few  collectors  who  purchased  Uncir¬ 
culated  specimens  from  branch  mints  at  the  time  of  issue.  To¬ 
day,  probably  half  or  more  of  the  coins  in  the  Norweb  Collection 
trace  their  pedigree  to  Albert  Fairchild  Holden  and  have  re¬ 
mained  off  the  market  for  the  best  part  of  a  century. 


Emery  May  Holden  Norweb  (1896-1984) 

Born  in  Salt  Lake  City  in  1896,  Emery  May  Holden  became 
interested  in  coin  collecting  at  a  young  age,  and  by  1908  she  was 
recording  coin  pedigrees  and  die  varieties  in  her  father's  collec¬ 
tion!  She  joined  the  American  Numismatic  Association  in  1914, 
and  by  the  time  of  her  death  in  1984  had  been  an  ANA  member 
longer  than  anyone  in  the  history  of  that  organization  before  or 
since.  A  mutual  attraction  between  her  and  Henry  Norweb,  who 
was  to  pursue  a  diplomatic  career,  led  to  Emery  May  going  to 
Europe  during  the  First  World  War,  where  she  served  as  a  nurse 
in  France,  later  marrying  Henry  on  October  18,  1917.  Stationed 
abroad  at  various  diplomatic  posts,  Mrs.  Norweb  collected  spo¬ 
radically  until  the  1930s,  at  which  time  she  added  substantially 
to  the  family  holdings  through  purchases  from  Thomas  L.  Eld¬ 
er,  B.  Max  Mehl,  J.C.  Morgenthau,  Wayte  Raymond,  and  others. 
Beginning  in  1952,  a  close  relationship  developed  between  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Norweb  and  John  J.  Ford  Jr.,  of  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company.  The  Norwebs  were  given  first  chance  at  many  nu¬ 
mismatic  treasures,  including  numerous  pieces  from  the  Virgil 
Brand  estate,  portions  of  which  were  being  handled  by  New 
Netherlands.  Later,  she  served  as  the  first  woman  on  the  Council 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  1968-1978,  and  was  in¬ 
volved  in  1973  with  the  American  Numismatic  Society  and  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  in  arranging  the  International  Numis¬ 
matic  Congress.  A  true  connoisseur,  Mrs.  Norweb  patiently  ac¬ 
quired  the  "finest  of  the  fine"  and  "the  rarest  of  the  rare"  from 
many  properties  offered  over  a  long  span  of  years. 

R.  Henry  Norweb,  Sr.  (1895-1983) 

Born  in  Nottingham,  England,  R.  Henry  Norweb  entered  the 
American  diplomatic  corps  in  1917  in  Paris.  In  1936  he  was  the 
youngest  State  Department  employee  to  attain  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  rank  (1936,  Bolivia),  at  45  years  of  age.  Later,  he 
helped  to  negotiate  the  Azores  Bases  Treaty  (1943-1944),  which 
had  important  implications  for  the  Allies  in  World  War  II.  Shar¬ 
ing  his  wife's  interest  in  coin  collecting,  R.  Henry  Norweb,  Sr. 
was  a  member  of  many  organizations,  including  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  the  Royal  Numismatic  Society,  and  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  serving  on  the  Council  of  the 
latter  from  1960  to  1978. 

R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.  (1918-  ) 

R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.  began  his  interest  in  numismatics  circa 
1930-1931,  when  his  mother  put  him  to  work  attributing  die  var¬ 
ieties  of  Connecticut  copper  coins  from  the  Thomas  Hall  Col¬ 
lection  and  other  sources,  and  cataloguing  a  wide  array  of  large 
cents.  In  1940  he  graduated  from  Harvard,  and  in  1944  he  mar¬ 
ried  Libby  Gardner.  Active  in  civic  and  social  affairs  in  the  Cleve¬ 
land  area,  at  one  time  or  another  he  has  been  executive  director 
of  the  Holden  Arboretum,  mayor  of  the  Village  of  Bratenahl  (site 
of  the  Norweb  family  home),  and  has  been  involved  with  numer¬ 
ous  charities,  as  has  been  Libby.  In  numismatics,  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  and  since  1978  has 
served  on  the  Council  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  New 
York.  Today,  he  is  a  specialist  in  Brazilian  coins,  while  Libby  Nor¬ 
web  is  the  curator  of  an  outstanding  collection  of  communion 
tokens,  her  long-time  specialty. 
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Expanded  Personal  Service  From 

Bowers  and  Merena! 


You  can  improve  your  chances  of  being  a  winning  bidder  in  this  auction  sale.  Take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  our  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE  service— bid  on  lots  totaling  up  to  four  times 
the  amount  you  wish  to  spend  ($1,000  minimum),  or  use  our  ONE  LOT  ONLY  service 
and  bid  on  up  to  five  lots  and  be  assured  of  getting  no  more  than  one,  or  use  both  features. 
Please  see  points  33  and  34  of  the  “Additional  Terms  of  Sale"  page. 


Session  One 
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Another  fine  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  is  about  to  begin... 


Session  One 

(U.S.  Coins) 

Monday  Evening,  October  12,  7:00  p.m.  Sharp. 
Commencing  with  Lot  1 


Half  Cents 


Superb  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  Breen-1;  Cohen-1;  Gilbert-4.  Period  after  legend.  111.2  grains. 
AU-50.  Rich,  smooth,  glossy  brown  surfaces.  Superbly  struck,  with 
excellent  definition  of  details.  Well  centered,  with  the  beaded  bor¬ 
der  on  obverse  and  reverse  being  pronounced  in  all  areas.  Walter 
Breen  told  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  that  this  was,  in  his  opinion, 
the  second  finest  known  specimen.  Acquired  from  Stack's  on  Janu¬ 
ary  18,  1956  (but  noted  on  page  71  of  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Half  Cents  1793-1857  as  being  from  an  "old  English  col¬ 
lection"  and  being  "Extremely  Fine.")  The  coin  has  absolutely  su¬ 
perb  aesthetic  appeal  and  is  a  rare  prize  for  the  connoisseur  and 
advanced  specialist. 

The  piece  approaches  Breen's  Die  State  II,  with  traces  of  the  ex¬ 
tra  9  not  visible,  the  fraction  bar  beginning  to  fade,  and  with  in¬ 
cipient  traces  of  what  eventually  became  buckling  of  the  reverse. 

The  general  design  type  of  this  issue,  used  only  in  1793,  features 
on  the  obverse  a  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  facing  left,  a  liberty  cap 
behind  her  head,  with  pole  paralleling  her  neck.  The  word  LIB¬ 
ERTY  is  above,  and  the  date  1793  is  below.  The  device  was  obvi¬ 
ously  inspired  by  Dupre's  famous  LIBERTAS  AMERICANA  med¬ 
al  of  1781.  Walter  Breen  theorizes  that  the  obverse  was  the  work 
of  Robert  Birch,  possibly  with  the  aid  of  Joseph  Wright.  Both  men 
had  prepared  pattern  issues  the  year  before,  in  1792,  with  the  "Birch 
Cent"  attributed  to  the  former  and  the  Eagle  on  Globe  pattern  to 
Wright.  A  related  motif,  but  with  Miss  Liberty  facing  to  the  right 
instead  of  the  left,  was  used  on  the  Liberty  Cap  cents  of  1793. 

The  reverse,  similar  to  that  used  on  wreath  cents  of  the  same  year, 


See  enlarged  photograph  on  next  page. 

illustrates  a  wreath,  open  at  the  top,  ornamented  by  sprays  of  ber¬ 
ries,  enclosing  HALF  CENT,  and  with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERI¬ 
CA  and  the  fraction  1/200  around  the  border.  It  is  believed  that 
Adam  Eckfeldt  and  Robert  Birch  cut  the  reverse  dies  this  year,  us¬ 
ing  punches  prepared  by  one  Jacob  Bay. 

The  edge  is  lettered  TWO  HUNDRED  FOR  A  DOLLAR,  thus  giv¬ 
ing  the  coin  two  indications  of  denomination,  on  the  reverse  and 
on  the  edge  (in  contrast  with  certain  other  series  produced  later 
in  the  decade,  such  as  the  smaller  silver  coinage  and  the  gold  coin¬ 
age,  which  bore  no  indication  of  value  whatever). 

From  Stack's,  January  18,  1956,  possibly  earlier  from  "an  old  English 
collection." 

The  liberty  cap  device  was  in  modified  form  and  with  a  modified  portrait  continued 
on  half  cents  through  1797  and  on  large  cents  until  1796.  The  liberty  cap,  widely  used 
in  colonial  and  early  American  days,  derives  its  meaning  from  the  ancient  Roman  prac¬ 
tice  of  giving  a  cap  to  a  freed  slave.  In  early  America,  often  a  symbolic  liberty  cap  would 
be  placed  on  a  pole  in  the  town  square,  to  represent  independence. 

Although  it  saw  its  most  prominent  use  with  early  half  cents  and  large  cents,  the  liber¬ 
ty  cap  also  appeared  on  later  issues,  various  patterns,  and  elsewhere,  although  reduced 
in  prominence.  For  example,  the  illustrious  Liberty  Seated  coinage  by  Gobrecht,  which 
began  with  the  silver  dollars  of  1836  and  continued  through  the  dime,  quarter,  and  half 
dollar  coinage  of  1891,  depicted  Miss  Liberty  holding  a  cap  on  a  pole  The  liberty  cap 
formed  the  main  obverse  device  of  a  medal  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1836 
to  commemorate  the  advent  of  steam-powered  coinage,  and  also  on  various  pattern  gold 
dollars  produced  in  the  Mint  that  year.  In  1979,  when  Frank  Gaspami  was  commissioned 
to  produce  a  new  design  for  a  reduced-diameter  metallic  dollar,  he  created  a  portrait  of 
Miss  Liberty  with  cap  and  pole,  stylistically  similar  to  that  found  on  early  American  copper 
coins,  a  favorite  motif  of  the  chief  engraver,  for  he  earlier  had  used  it  on  a  medal  for 
the  American  Numismatic  Association.  Politics  intervened,  and  the  portrait  of  Miss  Su¬ 
san  B.  Anthony  was  chosen  instead,  otherwise  we  might  have  had  a  liberty  cap  coinage 
in  our  own  time.  
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Superb  1793  Half  Cent 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1793  B-2  Half  Cent 


2  1793  B-2;  C-2;  G-3.  Variety  with  fraction  crowded  between  ribbons. 

105.5  grains.  VF-20  to  30.  Well  struck  on  a  smooth  planchet.  Medi¬ 
um  brown  surfaces  The  reverse  die  is  rotated  about  35°  to  the  left. 
Breen's  Die  State  I;  an  early  appearance  of  the  same  die  used  to 
coin  B-l,  but  with  rust  developing  in  the  hair  and  beading.  Nearly 
a  Condition  Census  specimen  of  the  second  scarcest  die  variety 
of  the  year.  We  should  note  that  several  higher-grade  pieces  listed 
by  Walter  Breen  have  various  defects  and  damage  (see  footnote). 

The  style  of  this  variety  is  similar  to  the  preceding,  with  Miss 
Liberty  facing  left,  a  liberty  cap  behind  her  head,  etc.  The  reverse 
is  distinctive  and  features  the  fraction  spaced  too  widely,  crowded 
between  the  ribbons.  The  reverse  bears  a  superficial  resemblance 
to  Sheldon's  Reverse  H  in  the  cent  series,  save  for  the  fraction,  which 
is  more  like  Reverse  G. 

From  A.H.  Baldwin  &  Son,  London,  May  26,  1954. 

The  Condition  Census  evaluations  given  by  Walter  Breen  in  the  half  cent  series,  and 
by  other  authorities  in  other  series,  are  based  upon  the  so-called  "technical  grade"  of 
individual  pieces,  without  respect  to  such  variations  as  striking,  planchet  quality,  cen¬ 
tering,  damage,  or  overall  aesthetic  appeal,  factors  which  can  intervene  and  make  a  coin 
with  a  lower  technical  grade  worth  more  than  one  with  a  higher  technical  grade,  if  the 
higher-graded  piece  is  not  as  attractive. 

The  provenance  or  pedigree  is  another  factor,  and  time  and  time  again  a  numismatist 
will  pay  a  premium  for  a  coin  which  has  a  "story  or  special  event  connected  with  it. 
Indeed,  John  W.  Adams,  a  connoisseur  of  the  American  large  cent  series,  when  he  put 
together  his  cabinet  of  1794-dated  pieces  years  ago,  took  special  care  to  choose  whenever 
possible  pieces  which  had  illustrious  historical  pedigrees. 

The  synopsis  of  this  is  that  while  the  technical  grade  of  a  coin  is  important,  it  is  but 
one  of  several  factors  which  contribute  to  a  coin's  desirability  and,  ultimately,  to  its  val¬ 
ue.  Thus,  while  certain  aspects  of  coin  evaluation  may  indeed  be  scientific,  overall  the 
concept  is  an  artistic  one.  Experts  can  and  do  differ  in  their  opinions,  and  perhaps  this 
is  all  for  the  best,  for  it  contributes  a  human  factor,  a  charm,  a  quintessential  aspect  to 
numismatics. 


1793  B-3  Half  Cent 


3  1793  B-3;  C-3;  G-l.  95.1  grains.  Value  of  VF-20,  but  actually  EF-40 

with  some  marks,  including  a  small  beveled  area  outside  of  the 
beaded  border  at  the  upper  left  obverse,  a  few  rim  marks  on  the 
reverse,  and  some  scattered  indentations,  including  in  an  area  above 
ITE  of  UNITED.  Medium  to  dark  brown  surfaces.  Very  finely  granu¬ 
lar.  Breen's  Die  State  II,  with  rust  in  the  dies  at  TES  and  at  the  right 
branch  of  the  wreath  on  the  reverse. 

This  issue  introduces  a  different  obverse  die  from  the  preceding 
two,  with  the  L  in  LIBERTY  too  low,  and  above  the  junction  of  the 
hair  and  forehead.  In  the  date,  the  numerals  are  higher  than  the 
preceding,  are  curved  to  fit  the  beaded  border  below  (whereas  in 
the  earlier  obverse  the  first  digit  is  considerably  closer  than  the 
fourth),  and  the  numerals  93  are  close  together  at  the  tops.  David 
Proskey  called  this  the  Small  Date  variety.  The  reverse  is  as 
preceding. 

Acquired  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association's  annual  conven¬ 
tion  in  Dallas,  Texas,  on  August  22,  1953. 

Walter  Breen  relates  that  by  the  middle  of  May  1793  over  30,000  half  cent  planchets 
were  in  readiness  for  striking,  having  had  their  edges  lettered  TWO  HUNDRED  FOR 
A  DOLLAR  in  advance.  By  July  18th,  everyone  was  in  preparation  for  coinage,  and  on 
July  20th  the  first  delivery  of  finished  coins  took  place,  7,000  pieces  in  all.  A  further  group 
of  24,934  pieces  was  delivered  on  July  26th,  followed  by  3,400  more  on  September  18th 
Had  it  been  decided  to  issue  half  cents  early  in  the  year  1793,  undoubtedly  different  de¬ 
signs  would  have  been  produced,  possibly  conforming  to  those  used  on  early  cents  (the 
Chain  and  Wreath  motifs). 
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Outstanding  1793  B-4  Half  Cent 


4  1793  B-4;  C-4;  G-2.  Longest  Stems  variety.  104.5  grains.  EF-45  to 

AU-50,  possibly  full  AU-50.  Beautiful  glossy  light  brown  surfaces. 
A  superb  piece  which,  years  ago,  before  grading  interpretations  be¬ 
came  more  conservative,  many  would  have  called  "Uncirculated." 
A  Condition  Census  piece  which  ranks  as  among  the  finest  known 
of  the  variety.  Under  a  magnifying  glass  some  minute  marks  can 
be  seen,  of  such  negligible  importance  that  they  can  be  called  trivial, 
including  a  hairline  extending  from  the  chin  to  the  second  digit 
of  the  date.  Even  to  mention  such  a  thing  is  probably  doing  the 
coin  an  injustice,  for  it  is  truly  a  superb  example  not  only  of  its 
variety  but  of  the  date  in  general.  The  die  state  is  equivalent  to 
Breen's  No.  II,  with  the  repunching  at  ER  of  LIBERTY  fading,  and 
with  a  die  rust  mark  at  the  top  of  the  second  date  digit. 

The  type  is  the  same  as  the  preceding,  and  the  obverse  is  from 
the  same  die.  The  reverse  has  13  leaves  and  nine  sprays  of  berries 
on  the  left  branch,  and  14  leaves  and  10  sprays  of  berries  on  the 
right  branch.  The  stems  to  the  wreath  are  heavy  and  extremely  long, 
thus  giving  rise  to  the  appellation  of  the  "Longest  Stems"  variety 
as  designated  by  Breen.  The  same  writer  knows  that  certain  of  this 
issue  were  struck  on  what  he  calls  "extra  broad"  planchets,  of  which 
the  presently-offered  coin  does  not  seem  to  be  one  (nor  do  any  of 
the  Breen  plate  coins,  unless  something  is  escaping  our  notice). 

From  Richard  Picker,  March  22,  1955. 

Richard  Picker,  who  entered  professional  numismatics  in  the  1950s,  specialized  in  co¬ 
lonial,  state,  and  early  American  coins  and  was  to  all  who  knew  him  a  'gentlemans  gen¬ 
tleman,''  Interestingly,  he  did  not  believe  in  assigning  grades  to  his  coins,  felt  that  many 
factors  other  than  the  so-called  "technical"  grade  were  involved,  and,  besides,  it  was 
up  to  a  buyer  to  determine  whether  or  not  a  coin  was  satisfactory;  what  he  might  say 
about  the  grading  was  not  considered  important.  So,  alone  among  leading  profession¬ 
als  of  the  time,  Dick  Picker  did  not  grade  his  coins.  When  questioned  on  the  subject, 
he  would  always  say  something  like  this:  "The  price  is  $1,000,  and  you  can  look  it  over! 
grade  it  as  you  wish,  and  determine  whether  it  is  worth  that  to  you." 

For  a  long  period  of  years  Dick  Picker,  who  passed  away  in  the  early  1980s,  maintained 
a  close  relationship  with  the  Norweb  family  and  acted  as  an  advisor  on  matters  concern¬ 
ing  rarity  ratings.  Condition  Census  information,  and  die  varieties.  Dick  was  a  fine 
fellow— professional  numismatics  should  have  more  like  him— and  contributed  much  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  hobby  That  the  field  likewise  served  him  well,  and  he  was  suc¬ 
cessful,  was  justly  deserved. 


Extremely  Fine  1794  B-la  Half  Cent 


5  1794  B-la;  C-la;  G-9.  Widest  Date  variety.  100.9  grains.  VF-30  to 

EF-40.  Smooth,  light  brown  surfaces.  An  ancient  scrape  mark  is 
seen  on  the  obverse  extending  upward  from  the  second  date  digit, 
and  on  the  reverse  there  are  a  few  small  depressions,  with  one  be¬ 
ing  most  notably  under  AT  of  STATES.  Details  are  very  well  de¬ 
fined,  and  as  either  a  variety  or  a  type  it  is  a  very  desirable  coin. 

The  obverse  motif  is  revised  from  the  preceding  year  and  now 
appears  facing  to  the  right,  again  with  a  liberty  cap  on  a  pole  be¬ 
hind  Miss  Liberty's  head.  In  a  superficial  way  the  half  cents  are 
miniature  versions  of  contemporary  large  cents.  The  portrait  on  this 
issue  is  designated  as  the  Gynandroid  Head  by  Walter  Breen,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  body-typing  methods  of  Dr.  Sheldon,  and  is  believed 
to  have  been  the  work  of  Robert  Scot,  who  was  new  at  the  Mint 
at  the  time.  "Scot's  engraving  of  the  facial  features  gives  at  once 
an  impression  of  masculinity,  and  of  a  delicacy  that  is  perhaps  un¬ 
common  among  'mannish'  woman,"  notes  the  same  writer.  From 
an  aesthetic  view,  an  observer  today  may  suggest  that  the  head  is 
positioned  too  high  in  the  field  and  that  the  lower  right  of  the  neck 
truncation  is  too  prominent.  In  any  event,  the  type  is  distinctive, 
differs  from  Breen's  later  or  Nonnal  Head  format,  and  is  of  larger 
proportions  than  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  found  on  half  cents  of 
the  succeeding  years  1795,  1796,  and  1797. 

The  reverse  design  resembles  that  of  1793  in  a  general  way,  but 
with  numerous  stylistic  differences.  Within  the  year  1794  Walter 
Breen  differentiates  the  "Heavy  Wreath"  style  and  the  lighter  wreath 
or  "Cent  Type."  The  first  is  distinguished  by  having  15  leaves  on 
each  branch,  alternately  and  singly  from  stems,  except  for  a  pair 
below  A  of  STATES,  and  traces  of  the  tip  of  a  16th  leaf  next  to  H. 
The  second  or  "Cent  Type"  has  14  leaves  to  the  left  and  18  to  the 
right,  mostly  in  pairs,  and  six  berries  on  each  branch.  The  ornate 
sprays  of  berries  characterizing  1793  half  cent  reverses  (and  also 
reverses  of  1793  Wreath  large  cents)  are  absent  in  1794. 

The  edge,  with  minor  variations,  is  lettered  TWO  HUNDRED  FOR 
A  DOLLAR  as  earlier.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  the  planchet  stock 
for  1794  half  cents  was  rolled  from  sheet  copper,  but  was  "of  lower 
quality  than  1793."  The  student  of  1794  half  cents  knows  that  half 
cents  of  this  year  are  in  general  seen  on  dark,  porous  planchets, 
unlike  the  glossy  light  brown  surfaces  often  seen  for  the  earlier  year, 
1793,  and  the  year  after,  1795.  Of  course,  there  are  exceptions,  but 
this  is  a  relevant  generality. 

The  reverse  of  the  coin  offered  here  is  of  the  "Heavy  Wreath" 
type  and  is  distinguished  from  the  other  two  dies  of  this  type  by 
having  the  upright  leaf  below  the  center  of  the  C  in  CENT  nearly 
or  touching  the  C,  and  a  stemless  berry  attached  to  its  left  edge. 
There  are  four  berries  on  each  branch,  and  they  are  larger  on  this 
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die  than  on  the  others.  The  numerator  does  not  touch  the  left  rib¬ 
bon.  The  fraction  bar  extends  almost  to  the  left  side  of  the  2.  As 
is  the  case  with  other  early  types  of  1794,  the  digit  1  is  significant¬ 
ly  to  the  right,  rather  than  centered  above  the  bar  below  it.  "One 
picture  is  worth  a  thousand  words,"  and  other  details  can  be 
differentiated  from  the  accompanying  photographs.  Although 
Walter  Breen  notes  that  this  variety  is  found  with  the  reverse  rotat¬ 
ed  at  different  angles  to  the  obverse,  the  piece  offered  here  has  the 
proper  coin  orientation,  180°  from  the  obverse  alignment. 

Acquired  by  Albert  Holden  from  Thomas  Elder,  November  12,  1909. 


Uncirculated  1794  B-2b  Half  Cent 


6  1794  B-2b;  C-2a;  G-5.  102.7  grains.  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  Rich, 

glossy,  light  brown  surfaces  of  exquisite  quality.  The  planchet  is 
very  attractive  and  of  exceptionally  high  quality,  especially  for  this 
date.  For  the  sake  of  accuracy  we  note  a  tiny  edge  mark  beneath 
the  last  digit  of  the  date,  a  tiny  die  flaw  mostly  hidden  on  the  edge 
at  the  top  of  the  reverse,  and  an  area  of  lighter  striking,  as  made, 
at  ES  of  STATES.  On  the  obverse  the  bust  tip  shows  surface  marks 
from  the  original  planchet,  as  the  metal  was  not  completely  forced 
into  the  die  in  this  area.  The  edge  letters  are  "small"  and  widely 
spaced  on  this  variety.  This  is  Die  State  IV,  or  perhaps  a  late  ver¬ 
sion  of  Die  State  III.  In  keeping  with  other  known  varieties,  clash 
marks  from  the  reverse  wreath  are  incuse  on  the  obverse  and  are 
prominent  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty's  face.  Overall,  the  piece  is  a 
nice  match  for  the  plate  coin  at  the  top  of  page  96  of  the  Breen 
reference. 

From  Richard  Picker,  May  26,  1960. 

Although  Walter  Breen  was  invited  by  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  to  examine  certain  half 
cents  and  other  coins  from  her  collection,  like  specialists  inquiring  about  other  series, 
he  never  saw  all  of  them.  Accordingly,  some  of  them  are  mentioned  today  in  his  Condi¬ 
tion  Census  and  other  writings,  whereas  others  are  not  recorded. 


King  Farouk's  1794  Half  Cent 


1794  B-2b;  C-2a;  G-5.  Duplicate  of  the  preceding,  except  this  is  Die 
State  I.  97.1  grains.  F-12  or  better.  Exceptionally  pleasing  surface 
for  the  grade,  medium  brown  in  coloration,  and  glossy  when  held 
at  an  angle  to  the  light.  A  few  trivial  marks  are  noted,  not  unusual 
for  the  grade  (actually,  a  Fine-12  coin  usually  has  more),  including 
a  nick  at  the  left  side  of  F  of  HALF,  which  serves  to  identify  the 
piece. 

In  this  state,  the  dies  have  not  yet  clashed,  and  there  are  no  in- 
cusation  marks  on  the  obverse.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  this  state 
is  extremely  rare,  with  the  first  example  not  being  published  as  such 
until  one  emerged  as  Lot  28  in  Lester  Merkin's  sale  of  September 
18,  1968. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  1954,  Lot  1700. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  were  among  the  contingent  of  American  numismatists 
who  attended  the  sale  in  Cairo,  Egypt,  of  the  numismatic  collection  of  the  lately  deposed 
King  Farouk,  who  had  fled  in  exile  to  Italy.  For  many  years  Farouk  was  a  major  buyer 
of  United  States  and  world  coins,  and  was  a  primary  customer  of  many  American  deal¬ 
ers,  including  Abe  Kosoff,  Abner  Kreisberg,  and  Hans  M.F.  Schulman.  King  Farouk 
bought  quantity  as  well  as  quality,  and  by  the  time  of  his  ouster,  his  vast  collection  con¬ 
tained  a  wide  array  of  world  coinage,  from  common  to  rare.  Abe  Kosoff  related  the  story 
that  in  the  1940s  King  Farouk  could  make  purchases  for  his  personal  collection,  without 
consulting  with  officials  of  the  Egyptian  state  treasury,  only  if  such  purchases  were  equiva¬ 
lent  to  less  than  approximately  $10,000  in  United  States  funds.  Being  of  an  inventive  na¬ 
ture,  Farouk  instructed  Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg,  who  operated  the  Numismatic 
Gallery,  to  simply  send  multiple  invoices,  none  of  which  should  equal  $10,000,  if  larger 
purchases  were  made! 

In  addition  to  collecting  coins,  Farouk  collected  stamps,  art,  pornography,  and  many 
other  things.  A  lover  of  the  proverbial  wine,  women,  and  song,  he  seemed  to  have  neglect¬ 
ed  his  constituency,  who  rebelled  against  him,  thus  ending  his  reign.  His  coins  and  oth¬ 
er  properties  crossed  the  auction  block  early  in  1954.  A  number  of  unpaid  bills,  amount¬ 
ing  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  were  still  held  by  Hans  M.F.  Schulman  for  earlier 
numismatic  purchases  made  by  the  king,  so  Schulman  made  an  arrangement  with  the 
new  military  government  of  Egypt  to  have  a  credit  at  the  1954  sale.  This  credit  was  used 
up  by  having  certain  of  his  professional  colleagues  charge  their  purchases  to  his  account. 
The  story  of  Farouk,  the  playboy  king  of  Egypt,  and  his  collecting  endeavors,  forms  an 
interesting  footnote  to  numismatic  history. 
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Rare  1794  B-4b  Half  Cent 


8  1794  B-4b;  C-6;  G-6.  104.6  grains.  VF-20  (see  footnote).  Medium 

brown  surfaces.  Boldly  defined  characteristics  except  at  the  top  rim 
of  the  obverse  and  the  lower  rim  of  the  reverse,  due  to  striking  ever 
so  slightly  off  center.  An  earlier  catalogue  (again  see  footnote)  not¬ 
ed  a  microscopic  obverse  rim  nick,  to  which  we  add  a  tiny  reverse 
rim  nick,  hardly  noticeable,  and  a  small  line  in  the  planchet  at  the 
reverse  rim  on  the  lower  left  edge.  Overall  the  piece  has  a  very  pleas¬ 
ing  aspect.  This  is  Die  State  III,  with  a  tiny  bulge,  actually  a  begin¬ 
ning  break,  extending  from  the  denticles  to  the  right  of  the  termi¬ 
nal  digit  of  the  date,  to  the  neck  truncation. 

The  variety  displays  the  "Cent  Type"  wreath.  The  inscriptions 
are  widely  spaced.  On  the  obverse  the  date  is  spaced  as  1  79  4, 
perhaps  not  as  dramatically  as  here  typographically  illustrated,  but 
still  quite  noticeable.  Walter  Breen  described  the  issue  as  Rarity-6 
and  notes  that  "about  20  are  known  today,  mostly  in  lower  grades." 
Although  Walter  Breen  was  consulted  in  the  cataloguing  of  this  piece 
(again  see  footnote),  apparently  he  overlooked  it  in  later  years  when 
he  compiled  his  Encyclopedia.  In  1963,  in  an  auction  offering,  this 
identical  specimen  was  identified  as  being  equal  to  the  third  finest 
known. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  auction  of  December  10-11, 
1963,  Lot  2;  to  Stack's. 

This  piece  was  catalogued  by  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  as  having  a  VG-10 
obverse  and  F-15  reverse,  and  was  presented  as  follows  in  their  sale  of  December  1963: 
"VERY  RARE  CONDITION  CENSUS  1794,  DIVIDED  DATE,  HALF  CENT.  1794.  .  Divid¬ 
ed  date  1  79  4;  wide  legend.  Obverse  VG-10,  reverse  Fine-15  where  struck  up.  Excellent 
clean  surfaces;  bold  head,  date,  wreath  and  legend,  but  somewhat  softly  struck  up  at 
lower  right  reverse.  A  microscopic  obverse  rim  nick  is  the  only  imperfection  worthy  of 
mention.  Exceedingly  rare,  there  being  perhaps  fewer  than  20  examples  of  this  variety 
known  in  all.  Of  these,  this  is  about  equal  to  the  third  finest  known  [emphasis  that 
of  the  original  cataloguer],  which  fact  would  establish  its  value  in  excess  of  $200.  Plate. 
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9  1794  B-6b;  C-4;  G-4.  Normal  Head,  Cent  Type  wreath.  107.7  grains. 

Uncirculated,  MS-60  to  63,  with  much  original  mint  red  still  re¬ 
maining.  Very  well  struck,  excepting  at  the  extreme  right  border, 
with  superbly  defined  devices  and  letters.  Light  brown  surface  col¬ 
oration  mingled  with  ample  original  mint  red,  particularly  around 
the  date,  the  portrait,  and,  on  the  reverse,  the  peripheral  letters. 
A  superb  specimen.  Condition  Census,  and  among  the  very  finest 
known,  but,  like  a  number  of  other  Norweb  coins,  not  recorded 
by  Walter  Breen. 

This  is  a  combination  of  Obverse  4,  Breen's  Normal  Head,  com¬ 
bined  with  Reverse  E,  one  of  the  so-called  "Cent  Type"  issues.  The 


edge  letters  are  small,  as  on  B-lb,  2b,  3b,  4b,  and  5b.  The  piece  of¬ 
fered  here  is  Die  State  VI,  designated  as  "rare." 

A  prize  example  of  the  variety,  indeed  one  of  the  finest  known 
of  all  1794-dated  half  cents. 

From  Hans  M.F.  Schulman,  April  3,  1959. 

Walter  Breen  traces  the  apparently  confirmed  existence  of  just  four  Uncirculated  pieces 
of  B-6b,  not  including  the  present  example,  which  is  not  recorded.  One  is  in  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institution,  a  second,  location  not  presently  known,  traces  its  pedigree  to  the 
Joseph  P.  Reichardt  Collection  circa  1860s;  a  third  is  in  the  |im  McGuigan  Collection; 
and  the  fourth  was  described  as  "MS-60"  by  Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg  as  l  ot 
676  of  the  Charles  M  Williams  Collection,  November  14,  1980. 


Mint  State  1794  Half  Cent 


-  30  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1794  High  Relief  Head  Half  Cent 


10  1794  B-7;  C-7;  G-2.  High  Relief  Head.  108.7  grains.  EF-40.  A  very 

pleasing  example  of  the  grade,  medium  brown,  with  glossy  sur¬ 
faces.  A  few  stray  marks  are  seen,  including  a  tiny  line  above  Lib¬ 
erty.  The  coin  has  a  generous  measure  of  aesthetic  appeal  and  will 
satisfy  anyone  seeking  a  high-quality  example  of  this  issue.  This 
variety  is  designated  as  Rarity-6  by  Breen,  with  the  notation  that 
about  two  dozen  pieces  are  known. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  High  Relief  Head  style  elaborately  described 
by  Breen  as  follows:  “The  profile  now  suggests  different  (non- 
European)  ethnics,  brachycephalic,  with  coarse  features,  heavy 
jowls,  thick  lips,  nose  and  chin.  The  border  was  cut  deeper  than 
on  any  other  half  cent  die,  to  protect  the  bold  head  from  wearing 
down  too  fast,  and  to  enable  the  coins  to  stack  properly;  in  vari¬ 
ous  Chapman  catalogues  this  obverse  was  labeled  as  the  Shielded 
Hair  type.  The  relief  is  especially  high  on  the  hair,  and,  as  Breen 
noted,  there  was  "no  attempt  to  show  individual  strands." 

The  reverse  is  the  so-called  "Cent  Type,"  delicately  defined.  The 
edge  has  the  standard  TWO  HUNDRED  FOR  A  DOLLARS,  in  this 
instance  in  small  letters.  Differing  from  the  Breen  description,  the 
E  in  HUNDRED  is  not  missing  its  baseline,  although  the  lower  right 
serif  does  appear  to  join  the  end  at  the  crossbar. 

The  presently  offered  piece  is  Die  State  III,  although  the  distinc¬ 
tion  between  this  and  the  immediately  preceding  Die  State  is  not 
particularly  clear. 

This  is  a  Census  coin.  The  piece  is  not  listed  by  Breen  and  may 
not  have  been  seen  by  him. 


1794  B-8  Half  Cent 


11  1794  B-8;  C-8;  G-3.  High  Relief  Head.  102.5  grains.  VF-30  or  bet¬ 

ter,  graded  by  us  conservatively  as  VF-30  because  of  some  scattered 
marks  on  the  neck  and  the  mark  in  the  field  below  the  Y  of  LIBER¬ 
TY.  Medium  to  light  brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  for  the  variety, 
but  with  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  slightly  misaligned,  in  that 
the  obverse  is  ever  so  slightly  to  the  left  of  the  planchet,  whereas 
the  reverse  is  ever  so  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  planchet— with  both 
areas  being  on  opposite  ends  of  the  coin.  In  other  words,  the  die 
axes  were  not  precisely  aligned,  and  the  obverse  and  reverse  were 
shifted  slightly  in  relation  to  each  other.  This  may  be  the  case  with 
all  other  known  examples,  for  the  three  pieces  illustrated  by  Breen 
show  reasonably  good  obverse  centering,  but  the  reverse  slightly 
off  center. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  High  Relief  Head  style  and  is  from  the  same 
die  as  the  preceding.  The  reverse  is  of  the  "Heavy  Wreath"  config¬ 
uration  used  for  earlier  die  combinations.  The  present  coin  is  Breen's 
Die  State  III. 

The  variety  is  High  Rarity-5,  close  to  Rarity-6,  with  perhaps  35 
specimens  extant.  The  present  coin  is  a  Condition  Census  piece 
but,  like  numerous  other  pieces  in  the  Norweb  holdings,  appar¬ 
ently  was  not  seen  by  Walter  Breen. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  August  I,  1957. 

Like  the  preceding  issue,  this  piece  has  small  edge  lettering,  but  unlike  the  preceding 
piece,  this  coin  has  the  "standard"  imperfect  E,  with  the  baseline  missing. 
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1794  B-8  Half  Cent 


12  1794  B-8;  C-8;  G-3.  High  Relief  Head.  104.8  grains.  VF-20.  Dupli¬ 

cate  of  the  preceding.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces.  A  few  tiny 
obverse  marks  are  noted,  including  one  in  the  liberty  cap  and  an¬ 
other  in  the  field  before  the  nose. 

From  the  Frank  Washburn  Collection;  later  in  the  1957  ANA  Conven¬ 
tion  Sale.  This  coin  was  exhibited  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution  on  loan 
in  I960. 

Frank  Washburn,  principal  of  The  Copley  Coin  Company,  was  associated  with  Maurice 
Gould  for  many  years  and  conducted  business  from  upstairs  premises  on  Boylston  Street 
in  Boston's  Copley  Square.  Washburn  and  Gould,  since  deceased,  were  gentlemen  of 
the  old  school,  and  were  well-known  in  their  day  for  handling  high-quality  colonial  and 
early  American  coins,  participating  in  various  events  of  The  New  England  Numismatic 
Association,  and  in  general  being  an  integral  part  of  the  numismatic  scene. 


13  1795  B-l;  C-l;  G-l.  First  "numeral"  in  date  represented  by  capital 

letter  I.  Lettered  Edge.  107.1  grains.  EF-40.  Attractive  chestnut- 
colored  glossy  surfaces,  with  mottling  as  one  might  actually  find 
on  a  real  chestnut.  Across  the  obverse  are  two  parallel  diagonal  plan- 
chet  striations,  as  made  in  the  planchet  strip  during  the  rolling  proc¬ 
ess.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  the  issue. 

The  obverse  design  resembles  that  of  1794  in  a  casual  way,  ex¬ 
cept  that  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  is  decidedly  smaller,  given 
a  larger  area  of  surrounding  field,  thus  imparting  a  beautiful  cameo¬ 
like  effect  to  the  design,  a  characteristic  which  was  continued 
through  1796  and  1797.  On  the  specimen  offered  here,  a  capital  I 
punch,  actually  the  same  punch  as  used  for  the  capital  I  in  LIBER¬ 
TY,  was  used  for  the  first  digit  of  the  date,  giving  the  coin  a  rather 
unusual  appearance,  especially  under  magnification.  The  5  is  too 
small  and  apparently  was  selected  in  error,  although  later  dies  also 
have  an  undersized  digit  in  this  position.  The  border  denticles  are 
especially  prominent,  "framing"  the  obverse,  contributing  to  the 
cameolike  effect. 

The  reverse  design  is  at  quick  glance  similar  to  that  used  in  1794, 


but  with  numerous  stylistic  differences.  The  reverse  of  the  piece 
in  question  has  four  berries  on  each  branch,  with  one  berry  to  each 
side  of  the  bow.  The  inscription  HALF  is  entirely  below  the  points 
of  the  adjacent  leaves.  Under  magnification,  the  lettering  of  the  re¬ 
verse  appears  disorganized  and  poorly  cut  into  the  die,  the  result 
of  either  inept  punching  or  perhaps  having  a  container  of  rum  near¬ 
by  (drinking  was  a  continuing  problem  during  the  early  days  of 
the  Mint).  The  H  in  HALF  is  repunched  and  is  cocked  to  the  right, 
while  the  F  is  tilted  to  the  left.  In  the  word  below  it,  the  letter  C 
is  too  low,  and  the  N  is  tilted  to  the  right,  among  other  irregulari¬ 
ties.  A  minute  well-formed  "comma"  is  after  the  last  letter  in  AMERI¬ 
CA  and  probably  represents  the  slip  of  an  engraving  tool.  Breen 
calls  this  a  "minute  dotlike  die  defect." 

The  edges  are  lettered,  in  common  with  other  thick-planchet 
pieces  of  the  year.  The  piece  here  offered  is  Die  State  II,  identifia¬ 
ble  by  having  two  denticles  joined  in  the  border  just  to  the  left  of 
the  D  in  UNITED. 

In  1794  most  of  the  year  was  devoted  to  producing  silver  and  gold  coins.  It  was  not 
until  October  that  copper  issues  were  produced.  The  half  cent  was  revised  in  appear¬ 
ance,  with  the  obverse  motif  being  reduced  in  size,  as  noted,  and  contributed  to  John 
Smith  Gardner,  who  served  as  an  assistant  engraver  at  the  Mint  from  November  1974 
to  March  31,  1796.  Walter  Breen  suggests  that  on  October  27th  the  delivery  of  14,800  half 
cents  consisted  of  the  variety  offered  here,  B-l,  with  a  further  delivery  on  December  1st 
of  10,800  pieces,  these  being  B-2a,  although  the  present  writer  is  not  at  all  certain  that 
attributions  can  be  made  quite  as  comfortably  as  this.  On  the  general  subject  of  the  Mint's 
use  of  dies,  and  as  a  contra  theory  to  the  "dies  were  used  in  order"  syndrome,  refer  to 
Robert  P.  Hilt's  writing  on  the  subject. 

The  pieces  struck  toward  the  end  of  1794  were  on  thick  planchets  with  lettered  edge, 
weighing  104  grains  each,  more  or  less,  thus  equivalent  to  the  statutory  standard. 

In  1796,  additional  half  cents  were  struck  from  1795-dated  dies,  these  being  of  the  new 
lighter  standard,  84  grains  in  weight,  which  in  practice  was  "more  or  less,"  for  planchets 
were  not  made  with  precision.  Recognizing  the  year  that  these  were  actually  struck,  Breen 
devoted  several  pages  to  the  later  1795-dated  pieces  in  the  section  titled  "1795  Issues  of 
1796."  These  later,  thinner  issues  omitted  the  lettered  edge. 


1795  Half  Cent  from  Henry  Chapman 


14  1795  B-l;  C-l;  G-l.  Duplicate  of  preceding.  109.4  grains  (consider¬ 

ably  overweight;  the  standard  was  104  grains).  VF-30.  Medium 
brown  planchet.  Two  marks  are  seen  at  the  lower  right  rim  just 
above  the  pole  on  the  obverse,  and  on  the  reverse  a  tiny  edge  nick 
is  seen  to  the  left  of  the  first  letter  in  STATES.  The  coin  is  bolding 
struck  and  well-defined  in  all  areas.  Die  State  III,  with  the  denticle 
break  slightly  advanced  from  the  preceding. 

Obtained  by  Albert  Holden  from  Henn /  Chapman  on  November  13, 
1909. 

Henry  Chapman,  together  with  his  brother  Samuel  Hudson  Chapman,  jointly  known 
as  the  Chapman  brothers,  maintained  an  active  numismatic  dealership  from  the  late  1870s 
until  they  dissolved  their  partnership  and  went  their  separate  ways  in  1906.  During  the 
nearly  three  decades  of  their  joint  activity,  they  created  a  sensation  with  their  elaborate¬ 
ly  illustrated  auction  catalogues  and  handling  of  many  fine  collections.  After  1906,  Henry 
and  his  brother  went  on  to  additinal  successes,  each  in  his  own  right.  Of  the  two,  Henry 
seems  to  have  been  the  most  attentive  to  want  lists  and  personal  customer  service,  whereas 
his  brother  was  primarily  involved  with  auction  sales. 


King  Farouk's  "1,795"  Half  Cent 


15  1795  B-2a;  C-2a;  G-3.  Punctuated  Date,  1,795.  Lettered  Edge.  101.5 

grains.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  fields  with  lighter  devices,  numer- 
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als,  and  lettering.  The  fields  are  minutely  porous,  visible  under  mag¬ 
nification,  although  this  does  not  adversely  affect  the  coin  (and  per¬ 
haps  should  not  even  be  mentioned,  for  it  certainly  is  not  unusual 
for  the  grade).  Overall,  the  piece  is  a  very  nice  example  for  the  grade. 

The  design  is  similar  to  the  preceding,  except  that  a  die  flaw  or 
chip,  situated  between  the  first  and  second  numerals,  appears  as 
a  comma,  and  has  given  rise  to  calling  this  the  “Punctuated  Date" 
variety,  although  the  “punctuation"  was  hardly  intentional. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  1954,  Lot  1700, 
to  Abe  Kosoff. 

Information  concerning  King  Farouk  is  given  under  Lot  7.  Farouk's  half  cents  were 
purchased  by  Abe  Kosoff  and  then  transferred  to  the  Norwebs.  Among  Americans  in 
attendance  at  the  Farouk  sale  in  Egypt  were  Abe  Kosoff,  Hans  M.  Schulman,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb,  John  J.  Pittman,  J.P.  Randall,  Sol  Kaplan,  and  Maurice  Storck. 


Rare  1795  B-2b  Half  Cent 


16  1795  B-2b;  C-2b;  G-8.  Punctuated  Date,  1,795.  Plain  Edge.  73.1 

grains.  VG-10.  Dark  brown,  nearly  black  surfaces.  Usual  wear  for 
the  coin,  and  with  some  typical  surface  marks  for  the  grade.  Die 
State  IV,  with  bulges  on  obverse  and  reverse,  but  with  the  reverse 
clash  mark  not  yet  present. 

Plain  edge,  lightweight  for  the  issue  (the  authorized  weight  was 
84  grains,  and  some  reduction  due  to  wear  is  to  be  expected,  but 
apparently  this  was  nevertheless  struck  on  an  underweight  plan- 
chet),  made  in  1796  from  1795-dated  dies.  The  die  combination  is 
as  preceding,  and  differs  only  from  being  struck  on  later,  similar 
planchet  stock,  with  the  plain  edge,  and  signs  of  die  wear. 

B-2b  is  a  very  scarce  rarity  designated  by  Breen  as  High  Rarity-6, 
almost  Rarity-7,  with  the  notation  that  "possibly  16  are  known." 
The  coin  offered  here  is  Condition  Census  and  takes  its  place  among 
the  top  dozen  or  so  known  specimens  of  the  variety.  The  piece  is 
mentioned  in  Walter  Breen's  Condition  Census  enumeration  as 
"About  Fine." 

From  the  Penn-Ohio  Coin  Club's  Spring  Convention  sale  conducted  by 
Michael  Kolman,  Jr.,  the  Federal  Coin  Exchange,  May  15-17,  1959,  Lot  41. 

Michael  Kolman,  Jr.  operated  the  Federal  Coin  Exchange  in  Cleveland  for  many  years. 
A  colorful  individual,  he  dealt  in  many  other  collector's  items  besides  coins,  at  one  time 
showing  the  present  writer  a  suit  of  medieval  armor  which  he  acquired! 


Fifth  Finest  Known  1795  B-3  Half  Cent 


17  1795  B-3;  C-3;  G-7.  Punctuated  Date  1,795.  Plain  Edge.  74.1  grains. 

VG-8  or  finer.  Believed  to  be  the  fifth  finest  known  specimen  of 
this  High  Rarity-5  variety,  nearly  Rarity-6.  Mentioned  by  Walter 
Breen  as  from  a  "New  York  stamp  [!]  dealer;  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Nor¬ 
web  Collection,  About  Fine."  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  of  a  pleas¬ 
ing  light  brown  color.  The  reverse  details  are  not  fully  defined, 
hallmarking  the  issue  as  from  Die  State  II,  for  which  this  is  charac¬ 
teristic.  The  obverse  bulge,  so  prominent  in  the  Breen  photograph, 
is  not  as  prominent  in  the  piece  offered  here. 

The  obverse  is  as  preceding,  the  famous  Punctuated  Date  issue. 
The  reverse  is  new  and  is  distinguished  by  having  five  berries  to 
the  left  and  four  to  the  right,  one  on  either  side  of  the  bow,  and 
with  paired  berries  below  the  first  A  of  AMERICA,  and  with  no 
outer  berry  near  E.R.,  etc.  Struck  in  1796  from  1795-dated  dies,  the 
piece  is  on  a  thin  planchet  with  plain  edge. 

From  New  York  coin  dealer  Richard  Picker  in  1955. 

Walter  Breen  notes  that  Ebenezer  Gilbert  was  not  able  to  describe  this  variety  correct¬ 
ly,  possibly  because  he  did  not  have  a  specimen  on  hand;  in  any  event  he  was  not  able 
to  locate  one  to  illustrate  in  his  early  reference.  He  knew  of  the  existence  of  just  two, 
one  of  which  was  "badly  corroded  and  burnished,"  and  the  other  which  was  also  in 
low  condition.  The  general  appearance  of  the  variety  was  not  known  to  numismatists 
until  an  example  was  illustrated  in  the  catalogue  for  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Compa¬ 
ny  sale  of  September  1953. 
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18  1795  B-4;  C-4;  G-4.  Punctuated  Date  1,795.  Plain  Edge.  76.2  grains. 

AU-50  or  finer.  Medium  glossy  surfaces,  smooth  and  attractive.  Die 
State  III,  with  failure  at  the  reverse  center.  On  this  example,  traces 
of  the  original  planchet  surface,  which  has  not  been  obliterated  by 
the  compression  of  striking,  can  be  seen  at  the  center  of  the  re¬ 
verse,  the  upper  left  of  the  reverse,  and  the  very  lower  left  of  the 
obverse,  a  rather  unusual  situation. 

The  obverse  is  from  the  die  as  preceding,  the  famous  Punctuat¬ 
ed  Date.  The  reverse  is  new  and  is  identified  by  having  three  ber¬ 
ries  left,  four  right;  no  berries  next  to  the  bow;  only  one  berry  on 
the  outer  side  of  the  left  branch,  below  the  first  T  of  STATES,  etc. 

Struck  in  1796  from  1795-dated  dies,  the  issue  is  on  a  thin  plan¬ 
chet,  with  plain  edge,  and  apparently  was  not  up  to  the  statutory 
84  grains  at  the  time,  as  evidenced  by  the  present  weight. 

The  piece  is  a  Condition  Census  example,  although  not  record¬ 
ed  in  the  Breen  reference.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  a  High 
Rarity-3  issue,  which,  further  is  "very  rare  in  Extremely  Fine  or 
higher  grades,"  according  to  Walter  Breen. 

It  is  appropriate  to  pay  tribute  to  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents 
L  93-185/,  which  stands  today  as  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  researched,  comprehen¬ 
sive,  and  interesting  guides  to  any  series  in  American  numismatics.  Jack  Collins,  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia  numismatist,  played  an  important  part  and  was  responsible  for  the  superb  graphics 
of  the  volume.  Additional  work  was  accomplished  by  Alan  Meghrig,  Jon  Hanson,  and 
Douglas  Winter.  Copies  are  available  from  numismatic  booksellers,  including  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  or  on  loan  from  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Library. 


Superb  1795  B-4  Half  Cent 
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19 


Bushnell's  1795  B-5b  Half  Cent 


1795  B-5b;  C-5b;  G-6.  No  Pole.  Plain  Edge.  105.5  grains  (vastly  over¬ 
weight).  AU-55  to  MS-60,  variously  called  "Uncirculated"  to  "About 
Uncirculated"  in  the  past. 

Typical  for  the  variety,  the  issue  displays  a  planchet  fissure  visi¬ 
ble  on  the  obverse  beginning  at  the  lower  left  border,  and  at  the 
reverse  beginning  at  the  upper  left  border.  Walter  Breen  notes  that 
the  planchet  stock  from  this  issue  was  made  from  cut-down  mis- 
struck  United  States  large  cents,  and,  further,  "these  are  crude,  of¬ 
ten  with  cracks,  splits,  and  chips,  and  are  thicker  than  normal. 
The  piece  offered  here  is  from  Die  State  III  with  breaks  as  described 
in  the  references,  and  with  the  "center  in  a  higher  plane  below  the 
break  and  above  THE,  so  that  HALF  CENT  can  no  longer  be  read," 
except  on  the  present  specimen  the  word  HALF  is  visible,  and  part 
of  CENT  can  be  made  out  if  studied  carefully. 

The  obverse  is  a  reappearance  of  the  first  obverse  of  the  year,  with 
the  date  expressed  as  1795,  but  now  resurfaced  so  that  details  have 
been  ground  away,  and  so  that  the  pole  is  missing.  The  reverse  is 
that  used  on  B-4. 

For  the  half  cent  specialist  the  coin  offered  here  is  desirable  on 
several  counts.  It  is  a  Rarity-5  issue  and  is  seldom  seen.  Walter  Breen 
notes  that  it  is  usually  found  in  low  grades,  which,  first,  is  not 
the  case  of  the  present  piece.  The  high  grade  of  the  present  coin 
ranks  firmly  within  the  Condition  Census.  Another  very  impor¬ 
tant  appeal  is  its  pedigree,  which  is  about  as  distinguished  as  any 
half  cent  in  existence  in  any  cabinet  anywhere,  and  which  traces 
the  provenance  from  the  cabinet  of  Charles  I.  Bushnell,  and  the 
famous  Bushnell  Sale  (conducted  by  the  Chapman  brothers  in  1882) 
down  to  the  present  day.  Apropos  of  the  science  of  grading,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  over  the  years  this  has  been  graded  all 
the  way  from  "Very  Fine"  to  "Uncirculated"!  Walter  Breen  gives  a 
precis  of  the  background  of  this  particular  coin,  and  it  is  appropri¬ 
ate  to  quote  it  here: 

"Charles  I.  Bushnell  Collection  (S.H.  Chapman,  June  20-24,  1882), 
Lot  2765,  as  'Uncirculated.  Traces  of  bright  red.  Very  weak  impres¬ 
sion,'  at  $1.50;  decades  later  in  the  collection  of  Joseph  Steele  (Nu¬ 
mismatic  Gallery,  Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg,  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  62nd  Annual  Convention  Sale,  August  22-26, 
1953),  Lot  1451,  as  'Very  Fine,'  at  $20,  with  the  purchaser  being  the 
New  Netherlands  Coin  Company;  integrated  in  the  catalogue  offer¬ 
ing  the  Hillyer  C.  Ryder  Collection  (New  Netherlands  Coin  Com¬ 
pany's  44th  Sale,  June  23,  1954),  Lot  273,  described  as  'About 
Uncirculated-50,'  at  $100,  to  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb.  About 
Uncirculated". 

Pedigree  as  noted:  Bushnell,  Chapman,  Steele,  Numismatic  Gallery, 
New  Netherlands  Coin  Company. 


Charles  I.  Bushnell  was  one  of  America's  earliest  numismatic  scholars.  In  the  1850s 
he  pursued  numismatic  research  diligently,  particularly  in  areas  which  interested  him 
most,  including  but  not  limited  to  colonials,  tokens,  and  early  American  coins.  Much 
of  the  data  he  used  was  incorporated  by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby  in  his  Early  Coins  of  America 
volume  of  the  1870s;  particularly  Bushnell's  correspondence  with  principals  earlier  as¬ 
sociated  with  Vermont  and  Vermont-related  coinage.  Among  Bushnell's  output  was  an 
interesting  and  today  rare  volume  titled  Crumbs  for  Antiquarians,  privately  printed  in  New 
York  in  1864,  and  bearing  Bushnell's  portrait  as  the  frontispiece.  "To  my  antiquarian 
friends,  and  to  students  of  numismatic  history  generally,  this  volume  is  respectfully  dedi¬ 
cated,"  noted  an  early  page,  reflective  of  Bushnell's  interest  not  only  in  numismatics,  but 
in  history  in  general.  The  contents  consisted  of  three  essays,  the  first  of  which  was  an 
account  of  what  he  considered  to  be  the  first  three  business  tokens  issued  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  As  the  enthusiasm  of  the  author  is  evident  in  the  first  several  paragraphs 
of  this  essay,  present  readers  will  perhaps  pardon  us  if  we  take  the  space  to  reprint  these 
paragraphs  here,  as  they  do  lend  a  flavor  to  what  numismatics  is  all  about: 

As  there  are  many  persons  in  this  city,  and,  in  fact,  of  this  country,  who  take 
a  deep  interest  in  numismatic  matters,  it  is  hoped  that  the  following  account 
of  the  first  three  business  tokens  issued  in  the  city  of  New  York  will  not  only 
be  acceptable  but  pleasing. 

Every  storekeeper,  and,  in  fact,  every  person  in  this  metropolis  who  is  at  all 
in  the  habit  of  handling  money,  has  often  met  with  old  and  curious  coppers, 
not  infrequently  somewhat  obliterated,  and  from  which  an  ignorance  of  their 
history  in  a  non-conception  of  their  value,  have  been  thrown  aside  as  worth¬ 
less.  The  various  foundries,  here  and  elsewhere,  annually  melt  up  enough  valu¬ 
able  copper  coins,  both  ancient  and  modern,  to  fill  and  grace  the  velvet-lined 
trays  of  a  dozen  large  cabinets;  while  many  a  desirable  gem  lies  hidden  for 
months— perhaps  for  years— in  a  dark  corner  of  some  junk  shop,  among  a  lot 
of  rusty  nails  and  a  miscellaneous  gathering  of  brass  and  copper,  accumulating 
as  rapidly  with  filth  and  verdigris  as  it  increases  in  rarity  and  value,  doomed 
never  to  meet  the  cheering  eye  of  a  virtuoso,  to  receive  in  its  old  age  his  wel¬ 
come  hand,  his  fond  embrace,  his  fostering  care. 

The  desire  for  the  collection  of  these  pieces,  and  the  elucidation  of  their  his¬ 
tory,  is  now  daily  increasing;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  everyone  into  whose  hands 
they  may  come,  to  preserve  them  with  care,  and  if  they  have  no  fancy  for  such 
relics  themselves,  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  those  who,  from  their  histori¬ 
cal  taste  in  antiquarian  zeal,  may  be  most  likely  to  appreciate  them,  and  turn 
them  to  public  account. 

The  story  of  the  later  dispersal  of  Bushnell's  own  cabinet  has  been  well  chronicled  in 
numismatic  literature,  so  we  state  just  briefly  that  following  Bushnell's  death,  his  hold¬ 
ings  were  purchased  intact  by  Lorin  G.  Parmelee,  the  Boston  bean  baker  who  at  the  time 
had  America's  most  complete  holding  of  federal  coinage  (with  T.  Harrison  Garrett  of  Bal¬ 
timore  coming  in  second).  Bushnell  obtained  the  collection  to  acquire  rarities  for  his  own 
account. 

The  collection  was  consigned  to  the  Chapman  brothers  in  Philadelphia,  who  were  strip¬ 
ling  youths,  precocious  in  their  actions,  but  quite  aggressive  and  enthusiastic  Daring 
to  go  where  no  one  else  had  trod  before  in  the  field  of  auction  cataloguing,  they  had 
the  effrontery,  audacity,  and  impudence— so  viewed  by  their  competitors-to  produce 
a  very  fancy  catalogue,  both  in  regular  and  in  library  edition  form,  to  charge  a  strong 
premium  for  it,  and  to  create  what  others  in  the  trade  viewed  with  disdain,  but  which 
clients  of  the  Chapmans  appreciated. 

In  one  fell  stroke,  the  Chapman  brothers  were  propelled  to  the  forefront  of  American 
numismatics,  and  from  that  point  forward  they  were  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with 
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Notable  1795  B-5b  Half  Cent 


20  1795  B-5b;  C-5b;  G-6.  No  Pole.  Plain  Edge.  Duplicate  of  preced¬ 

ing.  114.8  grains.  EF-45  or  finer,  but  with  two  tiny  pinpricks  above 
the  B  on  LIBERTY.  Rich,  glossy  brown  surfaces  on  a  smooth,  vir¬ 
tually  perfect  planchet,  exceedingly  unusual  for  the  variety.  Die  State 
III  like  the  preceding,  and  also  like  it,  grossly  overweight. 

Easily  a  Condition  Census  coin,  but  not  listed  in  the  Breen 
enumeration,  for  Walter  Breen  apparently  was  not  aware  of  it.  An 
outstanding  example. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  I960. 


1795  Half  Cent  Overstrike 


21  1795  B-6c;  C-6a;  G-5.  No  Pole.  Plain  Edge.  77.2  grains.  VF-35  or 

finer.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Well  defined  in  all  areas,  much  more 
so  than  usual,  and  far  better  than  either  of  the  two  Breen  plate  coins. 
With  rims  high,  as  if  the  piece  may  have  been  put  in  an  upsetting 
machine  or  between  two  rollers  at  a  later  date;  but  this  is  not  cer¬ 
tain.  In-person  examination  is  suggested.  Struck  over  a  Talbot,  Al- 
lum  &  Lee  cent;  more  properly,  on  a  planchet  cut  from  such  a  cent. 
ORK,  from  NEW  YORK  on  the  original  token  legend  can  be  seen 
in  the  right  obverse  field  near  the  denticles.  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee 
overstrikes  are  not  particularly  rare,  indeed,  they  are  frequently  seen 
among  examples  of  the  die  combination,  but  such  pieces  are  espe¬ 
cially  interesting. 

Acquired  at  the  1953  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention 
in  Dallas,  Texas 

Walter  Breen  suggests  that  about  52,000  half  cents  were  produced  from  planchets  cut 
from  1794  and  1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  tokens.  According  to  research  by  Robert  W.  Julian, 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  purchased  1,076  pounds  of  these  tokens  from  the  firm  whose  name 
appears  on  them,  with  the  apparent  intention  of  melting  them  down  into  ingots,  then 
rolling  strips.  However,  problems  arose  with  the  processing  of  copper,  so  it  was  decided 
simply  to  punch  planchets  from  them  directly.  Accordingly,  numerous  survivors  still  have 
parts  of  the  original  token  inscriptions  available. 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  was  a  firm  engaged  in  the  India  trade  and  had  offices  at  241  Water 
Street,  New  York  City.  As  an  advertisement,  they  ordered  from  England,  from  the  pri¬ 
vate  mint  of  Peter  Kempson  &  Company,  Birmingham,  a  large  quantity,  two  tons  or  more, 
of  tokens,  which  were  dated  1794  and  1795.  At  the  time,  Kempson  was  a  major  supplier 
of  copper  tokens  for  circulation  within  England,  where  they  served  a  need  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  regal  halfpence  and  also  provided  a  popular  collecting  diversion  for  collectors, 
who  sought  as  many  different  varieties  as  possible. 

Lee  left  the  firm  in  1796,  and  in  1798  the  company  dissolved.  On  December  12,  1796, 
the  mint  bought  1,194  pounds  of  copper,  undoubtedly  undistributed  tokens,  from  Wil¬ 
liam  Talbot,  and  this  subsequent  purchase  was  probably  used  for  planchet  stock  from 
which  1797-dated  half  cents  were  made.  No  1796-dated  half  cents  struck  on  Talbot,  Al¬ 
lum  &  Lee  token  stock  have  ever  been  reported. 
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Classic  1796  No-Pole  Half  Cent 


22  1796  B-la;  C-l;  G-2.  No  Pole  to  Cap.  79.6  grains.  F-15  to  VF-20,  called 

"About  Very  Fine"  in  the  literature.  Believed  to  be  the  fourth  finest 
known  specimen. 

The  piece  is  well  struck,  well  centered,  and  is  attractive  in  all 
respects.  As  are  other  known  examples  (refer  to  the  Breen  plate 
coins)  the  denticles  at  the  upper  right  are  lightly  impressed.  The 
surfaces  are  medium  brown,  glossy  when  held  at  an  angle  to  the 
light,  and  quite  attractive  overall.  A  tiny  nick  is  seen  at  the  left  ob¬ 
verse  edge,  and  a  small  rim  bump  is  seen  below  the  date. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  Liberty  Cap  style  as  used  since  1794,  but 
of  the  reduced  format  of  1795.  There  is  no  pole  to  the  cap,  not  due 
to  a  regrinding  or  resurfacing,  as  was  done  with  the  similar  1795 
variety,  but  because  of  an  engraving  error.  The  obverse  is  bisected 
by  a  horizontal  crack,  as  always  seen  (no  example  lacking  the  crack 
is  known).  The  die  must  have  failed  early  in  its  life,  thus  account¬ 
ing  for  the  extreme  rarity  of  the  variety. 

The  reverse  is  similar  to  1795  Reverse  D  but  differs  in  that  the 
present  variety  has  no  alderberries  below  the  F  or  M,  has  a  triple 
leaf  at  the  F  in  HALF;  etc. 

Ihe  issue  is  Rarity-6,  with  about  20  specimens  known  totally, 
of  which  this  is  believed  to  be  the  fourth  finest. 


Walter  Breen  notes  that  the  1796  No-Pole  variety  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  by  David  Proskey  in  1880,  and  that  the  first  auction  record 
was  in  S.K.  Harzfeld's  sale  of  the  Ferguson  Haines  Collection,  April 
4-9,  1880,  Lot  416.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson,  in  his  American  Numis- 
matical  Manual,  1859,  noted  that  there  were  two  varieties  of  1796 
half  cents,  but  did  not  elaborate.  In  the  years  since  the  19th  centu¬ 
ry,  the  coin  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the 
American  copper  series,  and,  apart  from  varieties  of  later  Proofs, 
as  the  classic  half  cent  rarity. 

This  is  the  Gilbert  plate  coin  and  the  Standard  Catalogue  of  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Coins  plate  coin.  It  was  sold  privately  by  David  Proskey 
to  Hillyer  C.  Ryder,  the  early  19th  century  copper  specialist,  sub¬ 
sequently  going  into  the  Ryder  Estate,  where  it  remained  until  Wayte 
Raymond  acquired  it  in  December  1944,  years  after  he  had  appraised 
it  and  almost  forgotten  of  its  existence.  It  then  appeared  in  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company's  44th  Sale,  June  23,  1954,  Lot  275,  with 
the  purchaser  being  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb. 

A  prize  coin  which  will  provide  years  of  pride  and  pleasure  to 
its  next  owner. 

hrom  David  Proskey  to  Hillyer  Ryder;  Ryder  Estate  to  Wayte  Raymond; 
New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  44th  Sale,  lime  23,  1954,  Lot  275. 


-  38  - 


-  39  - 


Bower s  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


Classic  1796  With-Pole  Half  Cent 


23  1796  B-2a;  C-2;  G-l.  With  Pole.  82.1  grains.  Uncirculated,  MS-60. 

Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  with  excellent  defini¬ 
tion  of  detail  at  the  centers;  lightness  at  the  denticulation  and  rim 
as  normal.  Die  State  I,  an  early  impression. 

The  obverse  motif  is  generally  similar  to  the  preceding,  except 
that  the  design  conforms  to  the  standard  introduced  in  1795,  the 
reduced-size  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  with  pole  to  cap.  The  reverse 
is  from  the  same  die  used  to  strike  B-la. 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  say  that  the  obverse  die  is  not  an¬ 
other  state  or  a  reworking  of  the  obverse  used  to  strike  B-la,  but 
is  an  entirely  different  production.  Interestingly,  the  engraver  double 
punched  the  third  digit,  and  bold  traces  of  an  earlier  and  lighter 
9  are  visible  under  the  normal  figure.  This  can  be  seen  only  on 
the  sharpest  pieces,  according  to  Walter  Breen. 

The  coin  is  a  strong  Condition  Census  item  and  joins  several  other 
known  Uncirculated  examples  as  having  the  desirable  status  of  being 
a  extremely  rare  variety  and,  at  the  same  time,  in  high  grade.  The 
present  piece  has  an  illustrious  pedigree  and  is  the  Standard  Cat¬ 
alogue  of  United  States  Coins  plate  coin.  It  first  surfaced  as  part 
of  the  G.M.  Klein  Collection,  sold  by  W.  Elliot  Woodward  in  his 
95th  sale.  May  21-25,  1888,  as  the  "Vicksburg  Cabinet,"  Lot  2048, 
where  it  fetched  $51 .  Later  it  was  in  the  collection  of  Colonel  James 
W.  Ellsworth,  w'hich  was  formed  during  the  late  19th  and  early  20th 
centuries,  and  then  was  purchasd  intact  in  1923  by  Wayte  Raymond, 
with  the  financing  of  John  Work  Garrett.  The  piece  was  sold  to 
f  (illyer  C  Ryder  for  $1,500,  going  into  the  Ryder  Estate  in  1928.  Wayte 


Raymond  appraised  the  Ryder  Estate,  and  made  an  offer  for  it,  but 
his  bid  was  not  accepted.  Years  later,  in  December  1944,  Raymond 
was  contacted  by  representatives  of  the  estate  and  asked  if  he  was 
still  interested  in  buying  it;  by  this  time,  coin  prices  had  multiplied 
across  the  board,  and  there  was  little  hesitation  in  snapping  up 
what  had  to  be  one  of  the  bargains  of  the  decade!  The  piece  sub¬ 
sequently  appeared  in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  44th  Sale, 
June  23,  1954,  as  Lot  274,  where  it  brought  $1,600,  the  buyer  being 
Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb,  although  she  registered  the  purchase  price 
as  being  $100  more,  or  $1,700  totally  (perhaps  some  extra  expense 
was  involved). 

From  the  G.M.  Klein  Collection,  appearing  in  W  Elliot  Woodward's 
95th  sale,  May  1888,  as  the  "Vicksburg  Cabinet ,"  Lot  2048;  to  the  Colo¬ 
nel  James  W.  Ellsworth  Collection;  to  Wayte  Raymond  and  John  Work  Gar¬ 
rett;  to  Hillyer  Ryder,  subsequently  to  the  Ryder  Estate;  to  Wayte  Ray¬ 
mond;  to  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company. 

In  1934  Wayte  Raymond  published  the  first  edition  of  The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United 
States  Coins.  For  the  first  time  in  American  numismatic  history,  a  volume  listing  prices 
in  different  grades,  and  mintage  information,  was  available  on  a  regular  basis.  From  then 
through  1957  the  book  went  through  18  editions,  with  the  last  published  by  John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.,  after  Raymond's  death.  In  contrast  to  the  "popular"  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
(which  made  its  debut  in  1946,  with  1947  as  the  edition  date),  the  Standard  Catalogue  was 
technical"  and  had  much  information  of  interest  to  the  specialist.  From  time  to  time, 
Raymond  varied  the  content  of  the  Standard  Catalogue,  at  one  time  including  a  section 
on  tokens  and  store  cards,  a  field  which  personally  interested  him.  The  reference  was 
one  of  the  foundation  volumes  during  the  greatest  growth  the  coin  hobby  has  ever  seen, 
the  1930s  and  early  1940s.  Today,  old  timers  recall  it  with  wistful  thoughts 
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1797  Half  Cent  Overstrike 


this  seems  improbable,  on  the  face  of  its  intended  appearance  alone, 
but  there  are  some  stray  remnants,  raised  "islands"  in  the  field  to 
the  right  of  the  1,  and  it  may  be  that  there  indeed  was  a  full  date 
(as  Walter  Breen  believes). 

From  B.  Max  Mehl,  January  2,  1937. 

Mehl,  born  in  Lithuania,  came  to  America  and  with  his  family  settled  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  where  he  began  his  career  as  a  shoe  clerk.  Numismatics  attracted  his  interest,  and 
by  1903  he  had  set  up  a  dealership  in  his  hometown,  trading  coins  by  mail  Combining 
a  warm  personality  with  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm  and  a  generous  measure  of  business 
acumen,  he  quickly  attracted  a  large  following,  the  numbers  of  which  were  increased 
as  he  began  to  produce  mail  bid  sales  (called  "auctions")  and,  in  1908,  Mehl's  Numismatic 
Monthly.  A  familiar  figure  at  gatherings  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  and 
other  coin  enclaves,  Mehl  was  known  and  liked  by  collectors  and  dealers  all  across  the 
country. 

At  the  same  time,  he  embarked  on  a  related,  parallel  venture,  that  of  selling  coin  premi 
urn  guides  through  the  mail.  The  Star  Rare  Coin  Encyclopedia,  priced  at  one  dollar,  Was 
featured  in  promotions  which  suggested  that  the  lucky  finder  of  a  1913  Liberty  Head 
nickel,  or  an  1804  silver  dollar,  could  pay  off  the  deed  on  the  ranch,  or  send  the  kids 
to  college.  Millions  of  these  little  volumes  were  sold  over  a  span  of  many  decades.  In 
the  process,  Mehl  introduced  many  to  the  hobby  of  coin  collecting.  In  the  1930s,  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  gave  him  a  special  award  for  doing  this. 

Mehl  handled  many  properties,  including  the  Ten  Eyck,  Slack,  Newcomer,  Dunham, 
Atwater,  Neil,  and  other  collections.  By  the  time  of  his  death  in  1957,  he  was  easily  the 
best-known  professional  numismatist  in  the  country. 

To  the  very  end,  he  sold  coins  only  by  mail.  None  of  his  "auction"  sales,  including 
ones  with  some  truly  fantastic  collections,  was  ever  publicly  attended.  Additional  sales 
were  accomplished  through  want  list  quotations  and  retail  catalogues.  It  was  said  that 
a  well-heeled  buyer  went  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas  with  the  intention  of  acquiring  an  1804 
silver  dollar  possessed  by  Mehl,  but  that  Mehl,  ever  the  gentleman,  wined  and  dined 
his  client,  but  refused  to  discuss  selling  the  coin,  for  he  did  not  want  to  mix  business 
with  pleasure.  Instead,  he  told  his  client-friend  to  contact  him  when  he  returned  home, 
at  which  time  he  would  be  pleased  to  discuss  business  arrangements! 


24  1797  B-lc;  C-l;  G-4.  1  above  1  variety.  Struck  on  a  Talbot,  Allum 

and  Lee  token.  91.2  grains.  EF-40.  Medium  to  light  brown  surfaces. 
Very  late  die  state,  with  the  obverse  die  nearly  completely  shattered, 
with  multiple  breaks  extending  in  many  different  directions. 

The  overstrike  is  particularly  bold  and  prominent,  and  for  this 
reason  alone  the  coin  is  bound  to  attract  the  attention  of  advanced 
specialists.  The  obverse  shows  the  bases  of  the  letters  in  the  word 
ALLUM,  visible  at  the  left  rim,  with  nearly  all  of  NEW  YORK  and 
the  ship's  flag  below  it.  On  the  reverse,  the  bases  of  the  letters  in 
&  COMM  are  bold  at  the  upper  left  rim. 

The  copper  from  which  the  piece  was  struck  was  part  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  1,914  pounds  of  the  metal,  in  token  form,  from  William 
Talbot,  a  principal  of  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee,  on  December  12,  1796. 
Depending  upon  the  weight  standard  used,  which  was  not  known, 
the  number  of  tokens  involved  may  have  been  88,044  or  95,700,  ac¬ 
cording  to  figures  published  by  Walter  Breen;  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr., 
in  an  article  in  Penny-Wise,  September  1973,  suggests  90,527  pieces. 
Circular  planchets  were  punched  out  from  the  larger  Talbot,  Al¬ 
lum  &  Lee  cents,  and,  as  was  done  with  related  stock  in  1795,  half 
cents  were  made  from  them.  While  traces  of  the  undertype  are  of¬ 
ten  obliterated,  or  are  weakly  defined,  the  present  coin  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  exception  in  that  much  of  the  original  inscription  can  still 
be  seen. 

The  obverse  of  this  issue,  the  1  over  1  variety,  is  of  special  in¬ 
terest  in  its  own  right.  Apparenty  the  engraver  was  daydreaming, 
for  he  started  the  date  by  punching  the  initial  figure  far  too  high 
in  the  field,  distant  from  the  border,  and  nearly  touching  the  hair 
of  Miss  Liberty.  Realizing  his  error,  he  began  and  then  completed 
the  date  in  its  proper  form,  but  did  not  touch  the  erroneous  1.  It 
may  have  been  that  the  entire  date  1797  was  earlier  cut  far  too  high; 


King  Farouk's  1797  Half  Cent 


25  1797  B-2a;  C-2;  G-3.  Wide  Date.  73.8  grains.  F-12.  Medium  brown 

planchet  with  an  attractive  overall  appearance.  Die  State  IV.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  piece  which  will  satisfy  the  type  as  well  as  the  variety  collec¬ 
tor.  Like  others  of  its  kind,  the  beauty  of  the  piece  is  enhanced  by 
the  exceedingly  long  denticles  on  the  obverse,  in  effect  "framing" 
the  portrait,  and  giving  it  a  cameolike  appearance. 

The  obverse  is  the  second  of  the  year,  with  perfect  date,  with  the 
numerals  widely  and  almostly  evenly  spaced. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  1954. 


1797  Half  Cent  Overstrike 


26  1797  B-2c;  C-2;  G-3.  89.6  grains.  F-12.  Variety  as  preceding,  but  struck 

on  a  planchet  made  from  a  cut-down  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  token, 
as  explained  earlier.  Medium  brown  surfaces,  well  centered,  with 
the  obverse  "framed"  by  the  prominent  border  denticulation.  ORK 
of  NEW  YORK  may  be  seen  at  the  right  obverse  border,  and  in  the 
area  of  the  date  numerous  traces  of  the  ship's  rigging  can  be  ob¬ 
served.  Rarity-5,  possibly  Rarity-6,  according  to  Walter  Breen.  A 
nice  item  for  the  specialist. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1955. 
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Breen's  "Finest  Known"  1797  B-3a 


27  1797  B-3a;  C-3b;  G-l.  Low  Head.  Lettered  Edge.  81.2  grains.  VF-30 

or  finer  from  the  viewpoint  of  wear.  A  very  sharp  piece.  The  ob¬ 
verse  is  struck  slightly  off  center  to  the  right,  as  is  the  obverse  of 
the  Breen  plate  coin  (page  187  of  that  reference);  the  reverse  how¬ 
ever,  is  struck  slightly  off  center  to  the  right,  opposite  of  the  Breen 
plate  coin.  Medium  brown  surfaces,  glossy  when  held  at  an  angle 
to  the  light.  A  few  scattered  marks  are  seen  on  the  reverse. 

The  obverse  is  the  so-called  Low  Head  variety,  with  the  head  of 
Miss  Liberty  far  too  low  in  the  field,  and  crowding  the  bottom  bor¬ 
der,  leaving  ample  space  to  the  left,  above,  and  to  the  right  of  the 
portrait,  but  barely  room  for  the  date  below  it.  The  issue  is  quite 
distinctive  and  can  be  recognized  at  a  glance. 

The  reverse  is  somewhat  different  from  the  usual,  in  that  it  has 
a  triple  leaf  cluster  at  AME,  which,  as  Walter  Breen  notes,  makes 
the  branches  almost  into  mirror  images— 17  leaves  on  each. 

The  edge  is  lettered,  an  anomaly  for  the  year,  for  this  style  was 
“officially"  discontinued  in  1795.  As  the  planchet  is  too  thin  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  letters  completely,  the  tops  and  bottoms  of  vari¬ 
ous  letters  are  off  of  the  planchet,  as  is  true  of  all  known  pieces. 
Exactly  why  the  lettering  was  done  has  not  been  explained.  The 
lettering  is  from  a  die  not  used  earlier,  so  obviously,  a  deliberate 
effort  was  made  to  create  edge  lettering.  Thus  was  made  a  distinc¬ 


tive  variety  which  has  always  been  among  the  most  desired  in  the 

half  cent  series.  . 

Our  title,  "Breen's  Finest  Known"  is  somewhat  misleading,  in  that 
it  is  taken  from  a  note  to  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb,  in  the  hand  of 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  many  years  ago,  undated,  but  probably  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1956,  before  Walter  Breen  became  aware  of  certain  pieces  which 
he  later  listed  in  higher  grades  (i.e.,  the  Mattner  and  Smith  coins). 
The  note  to  Mrs.  Norweb  says:  “Walter  Breen  says  Kagin's  1797  half 
cent,  G-l,  is  the  finest  known  to  him;  Walter  calls  it  VF-20  and  wants 
$450  plus  your  [duplicate]  coin!"  Apparently  Walter  Breen  forgot 
about  this  piece  in  the  intervening  years,  for  it  is  not  mentioned 
in  his  Condition  Census  listing,  although  it  certainly  qualifies. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  November  22,  2956,  possibly  involv¬ 
ing  a  trade  of  a  lesser-grade  coin. 

In  1929  Arthur  M.  Kagin  started  "playing  with  coins,"  as  he  later  put  it  in  his  reminis¬ 
cences,  by  working  with  the  Hollinbeck  Company,  in  Minneapolis,  a  stamp  dealer  which 
handled  coins  on  the  side.  In  later  years,  Art  Kagin,  joined  by  his  brother  Paul,  pur¬ 
chased  the  Hollinbeck  firm,  and  for  many  years  operated  a  mail  order  trade  at  400  Royal 
Union  Building,  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  They  conducted  hundreds  of  mail  bid  sales,  and  were 
prominent  advertisers  in  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  The  Numismatist  and  else¬ 
where.  Later,  the  company  name  was  changed  to  Hollinbeck-Kagin  Coin  Company.  The 
brothers  each  decided  to  go  their  own  way,  with  Paul  eventually  taking  a  less  active  role 
in  the  business,  and  Arthur  signing  his  son,  Donald  H.  Kagin,  as  an  officer  of  a  new 
firm,  which  at  one  time  had  offices  in  Des  Moines,  San  Francisco,  and  New  York  City. 
The  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  was  particularly  prominent  in  the  mid  1950s,  following 
a  spectacular  buying  exhibition  at  the  1953  ANA  Convention  in  Dallas,  where  they  com¬ 
peted  to  pay  record  prices  for  numerous  United  States  coins — such  "record  prices  later 
turning  out  to  be  bargains,  as  so  often  happens  in  numismatics. 


King  Farouk's  1797  L.E.  Half  Cent 


28  1797  B-3a;  C-3b;  G-l.  Low  Head.  Lettered  Edge.  77.6  grains.  VG-8. 

Retooled  generations  ago,  possibly  to  remove  scaling,  now  with  a 
light  brown  surface.  Two  marks  are  in  the  lower  right  obverse  field 
near  the  milling. 

Struck  on  a  planchet  made  from  a  misstruck  large  cent,  and  with 
traces  of  the  cent  denticles  prominent  in  the  date  area  of  the  half 
cent  and  on  the  corresponding  part  of  the  reverse.  High  Rarity-4, 
nearly  Rarity-5. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  1954,  Lot  1700. 

At  the  sale  of  the  Palace  Collection  coins  were  grouped  into  eclectic  lots,  with  rarities, 
often  not  identified  as  such,  offered  in  the  same  lots  as  common  pieces.  For  example, 
the  famous  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  which  the  Norwebs  bought  (and  later  donated  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  where  it  reposes  today),  was  offered  as  part  of  a  lot  with 
dozens  of  other  American  nickel  five-cent  pieces!  So  it  was  with  half  cents  as  well. 
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Third  Finest  1797  Gripped  Edge 
Half  Cent 


29  1797  B-3b;  C-3c;  not  listed  by  Gilbert;  Low  Head,  Gripped  Edge. 

80.9  grains.  VG-8.  A  light  brown  planchet.  Struck  off  center  toward 
the  bottom  of  the  flan,  with  prominent  denticulation  at  the  top, 
and  none  at  the  bottom.  With  lightness  of  impression,  as  made, 
at  the  top  of  the  reverse,  typical  for  the  issue  (compare  to  the  Breen 
plate  coins,  particularly  that  illustrating  Die  State  I). 

With  Gripped  Edge,  which  Walter  Breen  comments  upon  as  fol¬ 
lows:  "A  second  group  shows  'gripping'  on  the  edge— vertical  in¬ 
dentations  with  some  raised  marks.  This  is  analogous  to  that  on 
the  cents  of  1797,  S-120  and  121,  but  the  grip  marks  are  not  spaced 
quite  the  same  as  on  the  cents.  The  explanation  for  this  is  not  cer¬ 
tain;  either  there  were  irregular  grooves  in  the  planchet  cutter  or, 
some  kind  of  plain  ridged  edge  dies  (instead  of  lettered  ones)  were 
used  for  rounding  the  planchets.  .  .  ." 

This  variety  is  listed  as  Rarity-7,  with  the  notation  by  Walter  Breen 
that  "only  10  examples  were  reported."  Of  these,  the  piece  offered 
here  is  believed  to  be  the  third  finest  known,  a  Condition  Census 
coin. 

The  coin  was  part  of  the  John  Story  Jenks  Collection  sold  by  Henry 
Chapman  over  a  long  span  of  days,  December  7-17,  1921,  and  ap¬ 
peared  as  Lot  6245,  with  the  buyer  being  Dr.  Lewis  J.  Adler  for 
$13.25.  The  Jenks  catalogue  was  a  "marathon"  offering  and  was  the 
single  most  impressive  volume  ever  created  by  that  well-known  Phil¬ 
adelphia  dealer. 

From  the  John  Story  Jenks  Collection,  Henry  Chapman,  December  1921, 
to  Dr.  Lewis  J.  Adler. 


larly  on  the  reverse;  these  being  partially  masked  by  the  toning 
of  generations. 


31  1800  B-lb;  C-l;  G-l.  80.6  grains.  MS-60  or  finer.  Medium  brown 

surfaces,  glossy,  and  with  some  tinges  of  lighter  mint  color  in  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  Well  struck  and  of  attractive  appearance  overall. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  Draped  Bust  motif  introduced  this  year,  and 
continued  through  1808.  It  is  believed  that  the  device  was  the  work 
of  Robert  Scot.  Depicted  is.  Miss  Liberty  facing  right,  with  ample 
hair  trusses  behind,  a  bow  at  the  back  of  her  head,  and  with  drap¬ 
ery  on  her  bust  or  busom.  The  word  LIBERTY  is  above,  and  the 
date  is  below.  The  reverse  is  an  adaptation  of  the  earlier  style,  but 
more  finely  executed,  and  differing  in  numerous  small  details. 

From  this  point  forward  the  edges  of  circulating  issues  were  in 
all  instances  plain.  The  standard  authorized  weight  remains  at  84 
grains,  but  in  practice  there  were  often  variations. 

From  S.H.  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Major  Richard  Lambert  Collection, 
October  21  and  22,  1910,  Lot  688. 

The  draped  Bust  motif  made  its  appearance  on  coinage  on  the  silver  dollars  of  1795, 
far  before  the  half  cent,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  half  cent  designs  throughout  the  history 
of  the  denomination  tended  to  lag  behind  other  denominations.  As  Roger  S.  Cohen, 
}r.  has  stated,  these  are  the  "little  half-sisters"  of  numismatics;  coins  which  were  at  the 
bottom  of  the  list  of  importance  when  they  were  made,  and  certainly  not  a  showcase 
for  engraving  talents. 

The  Draped  Bust  style  is  said  to  have  been  the  work  of  Gilbert  Stuart,  the  well-known 
portrait  painter,  whose  unfinished  representation  of  George  Washington  used  to  hang 
in  virtually  every  schoolroom  in  America.  It  is  believed  that  Stuart  prepared  the  design 
while  staying  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  August  or  September  1795,  and  used  as  a 
model  Mrs.  William  Bingham  [the  former  Ann  Willing],  a  Philadelphia  socialite,  who 
was  a  well-known  beauty  in  her  era.  John  Eckstein  prepared  a  relief  model  from  Stuart's 
sketch,  and  was  paid  $30  for  his  work. 

Subsequently,  the  motif  appeared  on  a  broad  spectrum  of  United  States  coinage,  even¬ 
tually  encompassing  the  various  denominations  from  the  half  cent  through  the  dollar 
On  the  half  cent  denomination  the  style  was  continued  through  1808,  on  the  cent  it  was 
used  through  1807,  on  the  half  dime  it  appeared  through  1805,  on  the  dime  through  1807, 
on  the  quarter  through  1807,  on  the  half  dollar  through  the  same  date,  and  on  the  silver 
dollar  through  1803  [and  again  in  the  1830's  when  1804-dated  silver  dollars  were  created 
for  the  first  time]. 


30  1797  B-3c;  C-3a;  G-2.  Low  Head,  Plain  Edge.  80.6  grains.  G-6.  Light 

brown  planchet.  Some  lightness  of  striking  around  the  reverse  bor¬ 
der  as  illustrated.  Several  edge  marks  appear,  and  under  magnifi¬ 
cation  the  coin  exhibits  a  myriad  of  minute,  old  scratches,  particu- 
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Believed  Finest  Known  1802  Rev.  of  1800  Rarity 


32  1802  B-l;  C-l;  G-2.  Reverse  of  1800.  75.4  grains.  F-15  to  VF-20,  closer 

to  VF-20.  The  finest  specimen  known  to  exist.  The  first-listed  coin 
in  Walter  Breen's  Condition  Census.  Medium  brown  surfaces 
characterize  this  piece.  The  coin  is  a  fairly  well-struck  piece.  Some 
planchet  flakes  are  seen  at  the  lower  right  obverse  at  the  rim.  An 
area  of  light  striking,  usual  for  the  variety,  is  at  F  of  OF,  but  the 
present  piece  is  significantly  sharper  in  this  area  than  is  the  Breen 
plate  coin.  The  coin,  graded  Fine  (without  a  numerical  equivalent) 
by  Walter  Breen,  heads  his  Condition  Census  list.  The  issue  is  a 
high  Rarity-6,  nearly  Rarity-7,  with  fewer  than  20  believed  to  exist, 
of  which  "most  are  in  the  range  from  Poor  to  Very  Good,"  accord¬ 
ing  to  Walter  Breen.  This  classic  rarity,  immediately  distinguisha¬ 
ble  by  the  single  leaves  at  the  apex  of  the  wreath,  has  always  been 
a  legendary  variety.  The  specimen  offered  here  is  one  of  the  most 
important  coins  in  the  present  catalogue. 

The  obverse  of  the  Draped  Bust  style,  overdated  from  an  unused 
die  prepared  in  1800  and  dated  that  year.  The  overdating  was  done 
by  partly  effacing  the  last  digit  and  then  punching  a  small  2  over 
it,  the  2  being  smaller  than  the  rest  of  the  numerals  and  apparent¬ 
ly  from  the  punch  used  on  the  smaller-format  dimes  and  quarter 
eagles  of  the  year. 

The  reverse  is  immediately  identifiable  as  the  Reverse  of  1800  by 
a  single  leaf  at  each  side  of  the  wreath  apex.  By  contrast,  later  1802 
half  cents,  and  those  of  following  years,  have  a  single  leaf  at  the 
left  of  the  apex  and  a  double  leaf  in  a  "lobster  claw"  format  at  the 
right. 

It  is  believed  that  all  1802  half  cents  were  struck  on  planchets  cut 
from  misstruck  large  cents,  however,  if  this  was  the  case,  survivors 
among  1802  Reverse  of  1800  half  cents,  at  least  as  seen  by  the  writ¬ 
er,  do  not  exhibit  traces  of  an  undertype. 

The  top  six  Condition  Census  specimens,  as  enumerated  by 
Walter  Breen,  or  as  follows: 

1.  The  piece  here  offered,  from  the  Norweb  Collection,  acquired 
from  Kenneth  W.  Rendell  of  Medford,  Massachusetts,  who  appar¬ 


ently  acquired  it  from  a  Boston  collection,  possibly,  according  to 
Walter  Breen,  earlier  owned  by  John  Gilbody.  Fine. 

2.  Example  owned  by  William  J.  Bareford,  earlier  by  his  father 
Harold,  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  44th  sale,  June 
23,  1954.  Earlier,  in  reverse  order,  from  Wayte  Raymond,  Hillyer 
Ryder,  Henry  Chapman,  and  the  W.B.  Guy  Collection.  Fine. 

3.  The  Samuel  Unger  coin,  earlier  owned  by  Robert  F.  Batchelder, 
B.,n,  earliest  in  the  numeration,  in  the  H.  Dale  Kuhn  Collection. 
Fine,  with  a  nick  on  the  reverse. 

4.  The  Carl  Wurtzbach  Collection  coin  sold  by  Barney  Bluestone, 
April  29,  1943,  Lot  1589.  Fine. 

5.  Example  in  Kagin's  269th  sale,  1967,  Lot  12,  as  "Very  Fine."  Earli¬ 
er  owned  by  Phillip  E.  Benedetti,  Paul  Weinstein  of  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Coin  Company,  Kenneth  W.  Rendell  (who  received  it  as  a  trade 
from  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  when  he  sold  her  No.  1  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  list),  Stack's  Anderson-Dupont  Collection,  Thomas  L.  Elder, 
and,  earliest  in  the  numeration,  R.H.  Underhill  Collection,  1929. 
Graded  by  Walter  Breen  as  About  Fine. 

6.  Example  owned  by  a  well-known  specialist  in  the  series,  earli¬ 
er  in  a  Stack's  sale  of  March  1975,  still  earlier  in  the  Thomas  L.  Smith 
Collection  (Stack,  1957).  About  Fine.  With  traces  of  an  impression 
from  a  large  cent  die. 

From  an  unidentified  Boston  collection  to  Kenneth  W  Rendell. 

Kenneth  W.  Rendell,  of  Medford,  Massachusetts,  is  prominent  in  the  numismatic  scene 
from  about  1956  until  he  left  coins  in  1961,  founding  Kingston  Galleries,  a  dealer  in  prints 
and,  later,  autographs.  During  his  time  of  activity  he  handled  many  important  early  Ameri¬ 
can,  colonial,  and  related  coins,  most  notably  a  beautiful  offering  of  Hard  Times  tokens 
from  the  Tilden  Collection,  sold  at  fixed  prices  through  a  catalogue,  under  the  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  Donald  Miller,  a  well-known  specialist  who  had  acquired  the  collection  in  order 
to  extract  several  pieces  from  it.  Containing  many  outstanding  pieces,  the  cabinet  was 
quickly  dispersed.  Ken  Rendell  went  on  to  many  achievements  in  the  field  of  autographs 
and  documents  for  collectors,  and  held  at  one  time  the  presidency  of  the  Manuscript 
Society.  Today  he  maintains  a  dealership  in  the  subject  at  154  Wells  Avenue,  Newton, 
Massachusetts. 

In  the  1950s  Ken  Rendell  was  a  teenager,  and  despite  his  youth,  was  well-versed  on 
numismatic  history,  the  attribution  of  die  varieties,  and  other  technical  points.  Mrs.  Nor 
web  considered  him  to  be  among  her  favorite  professional  numismatists 
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Lot  32 
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33  1802  B-2;  C-2;  G-l.  Regular  reverse.  71.5  grains.  VG-8.  Medium 

brown  surfaces,  lighter  in  areas,  from  probably  having  been  cleaned 
decades  ago.  A  nice  example  of  the  grade. 

The  obverse  is  from  the  same  die  as  preceding,  overdated  from 
1800,  with  the  undersized  2  punched  in  the  die  over  the  larger  0. 
The  reverse  is  of  the  so-called  "Cent  Type”  and,  unlike  the  preced¬ 
ing,  has  three  leaves  at  the  wreath  apex,  one  at  the  left,  and  two 
in  "lobster  claw"  format  at  the  right.  As  is  true  of  the  earlier-listed 
variety,  examples  of  B-2  are  all  believed  to  have  been  struck  from 
planchets  cut  from  Mint  error  large  cents.  Examples  of  half  cents 
of  this  year  are  typically  found  in  lower  grades,  and  no  unques¬ 
tionably  Uncirculated  specimen  has  been  recognized  by  specialists. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1937. 
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1803  B-4;  C-4;  G-l.  84.3  grains.  EF-40.  Steel-colored  surfaces,  the 
reverse  having  some  iridescence.  The  obverse,  if  viewed  under  mag¬ 
nification,  shows  a  myriad  of  ancient  scratches,  a  surprise,  for  they 
are  not  readily  discernible  to  the  unaided  eye.  Overall  the  coin 
presents  a  very  attractive  appearance  and  an  aspect  of  desirability 
normally  accorded  to  a  coin  in  higher  preservation. 

This  is  Die  State  II  of  a  variety  which  is  fairly  scarce  in  all  grades. 
Walter  Breen's  Condition  Census  ranges  from  Uncirculated  to  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine,  but  with  only  one  piece  in  the  Uncirculated  catego¬ 
ry.  "Usually  found  in  low  grades,"  the  same  author  notes.  He  fur¬ 
ther  mentions  that  he  has  seen  no  more  examples  of  1803  B-4  than 
he  has  of  half  cents  bearing  the  scarce  date  1802.  A  prize  item  for 
the  specialist. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  August  1,  1957. 
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1803  B-l;  C-l;  G-2.  83.8  grains.  EF-45  or  better.  Rich,  glossy  dark 
brown  surfaces.  Some  marks  on  the  obverse,  including  a  tiny  scratch 
above  the  bow  and  extending  to  the  border,  and  a  rim  nick  near 
the  bust  point.  The  coin  is  from  Die  State  V  and  displays  an  exten¬ 
sive  break  on  the  reverse. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  designs  are  similar  to  the  preceding  coin, 
except  for  the  date  1803. 

From  William  Hesslein  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  6,  1909. 

William  Hesslein,  a  New  Haven  (later,  Boston)  professional  numismatist,  was  promi¬ 
nent  on  the  American  numismatic  scene  until  the  early  1930s,  when  he  disappeared, 
leaving  behind  a  string  of  unpaid  bills. 
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1804  B-l  (Die  State  I);  C-l;  G-6.  High  4.  Crosslet  4.  Stems  To  Wreath. 
85.2  grains.  F-12.  Medium  brown  surfaces. 

A  scarce  variety  typically  found  in  low  grades,  and  quite  elusive 
in  higher  states  of  preservation. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  February  1959. 

Half  cents  dated  1804  are  the  most  plentiful  of  the  Draped  Bust  series  and  represent 
the  year  with  the  greatest  abundance  of  die  varieties,  including  several  which  are  im¬ 
mediately  obvious  from  bold  characteristics,  such  as  the  later  "Spiked  Chin"  issue,  the 
stemless  wreath  and  the  characteristics  of  the  bar  on  the  numeral  four. 


35  1803  B-2;  C-2;  G-4.  83.2  grains.  VG-8.  Dark  brown  surfaces.  Smooth 

planchet.  A  nice  representative  of  the  grade.  Very  elusive  variety, 
Raritv-5,  years  ago  considered  to  be  an  extreme  rarity,  but  now  it 
is  believed  that  perhaps  50  or  so  examples  survive,  none  of  which 
apparently  exceed  Extremely  Fine  grade. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  August  1,  1957. 


36  1803  B-3;  C-3;  G-3.  89.2  grains.  AU-55.  Lustrous,  glossy  brown  sur¬ 

faces.  There  is  a  small  mark  on  the  bust  above  the  drapery,  and 
on  the  reverse  at  the  upper  left  there  is  an  area  of  darker  toning, 
and  a  small  spot  of  darker  toning  in  the  denticles  above  the  space 
between  U  and  N.  Die  State  VI. 

Roger  S  Cohen,  Jr  calls  this  reverse  the  "cross-eyed  zeros,"  because  the  digits  are  too 
close  together  and  in  a  way  resemble  "eyes." 
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Possibly  Finest  Known  B-2  1804  Half 

Cent 


39  1804  B-2  (Die  State  V),  C-4;  G-10.  Crosslet  4.  Stems  To  Wreath.  81.9 

grains.  EF-45  or  finer.  Possibly  the  finest  known  example,  or  tied 
for  the  honor.  Glossy  brown  surfaces,  partially  prooflike  when  held 
at  an  angle  to  light.  Well  struck,  as  illustrated,  and  without  nota¬ 
ble  defects  of  any  kind.  Far  finer  than  the  Breen  plate  coin,  as  evi¬ 
denced  in  particular  by  the  hair  detail  on  the  obverse  and  the  leaf 
detail  on  the  reverse. 

Struck  from  the  second  obverse  of  the  year,  the  issue  has  the  date 
numeral  spaced  closely,  the  4  low  and  the  "Crosslet"  style,  with 
the  base  of  the  digit  below  the  arc  line  of  180. 

The  reverse  is  characterized  by  having  an  extremely  wide  denomi¬ 
nator,  with  the  first  and  last  digits  distant  from  the  center  and  much 
closer  to  the  ribbons.  The  fraction  bar  is  very  short. 

As  a  variety,  the  issue  is  a  Low  Rarity-6,  indicating  that  possibly 
a  couple  dozen  exist.  Walter  Breen  enumerates  his  knowledge  of 
16  pieces  which  he  has  either  seen  or  which  have  been  reported 
to  him.  The  finest  of  these  is  described  as  the  Joseph  Brobston  Col¬ 
lection  specimen,  sold  by  Stack's  in  January  1963,  which  is  listed 
at  Extremely  Fine.  The  next  best  known  to  Walter  Breen  is  a  Very 
Fine  piece  with  a  dark  surface,  followed  by  another  Very  Fine  piece, 
then  by  a  Fine  coin  with  a  scrape  on  the  rim. 

From  Stack's,  date  not  recorded. 


40  1804  B-4a  (Die  State  IV);  C-5;  G-ll.  Spiked  Chin  variety.  91.5  grains. 

VF-20.  Medium  brown  planchet.  Reverse  is  from  a  late  die  state, 
as  noted,  and  displays  extensive  breaks.  In  fact,  it  is  a  wonder  that 
coins  were  struck  significantly  after  this  piece  was  made  (but  they 
were,  as  evidenced  by  still  further  states  of  die  deterioration). 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 

The  "spike"  feature  distinguishes  this  variey  and  has  made  it  the  most  famous  of  all 
1804  half  cents,  although  it  is  not  rare.  A  novel  explanation  for  the  "spike"  is  provided 
by  Walter  Breen,  who  quotes  a  suggestion  of  Paul  Munson,  that  a  small  bolt  had  dropped 
on  a  planchet,  remained  there,  and  was  hit  by  the  descending  obverse  die.  The  "Spike" 


is  from  an  impression  of  the  bolt  head,  while  the  series  of  ridges  below  the  spike  (visible 
under  magnification)  could  have  come  from  the  bolt's  threads.  The  present  writer  does 
not  see  the  logic  in  this  explanation,  but  in  the  absence  of  any  that  seems  better,  it  is 
mentioned  here. 


Condition  Census  1804  Spiked  Chin 

Half  Cent 


41  1804  B-5  (Die  State  I);  C-7;  G-9.  Spiked  Chin.  84.6  grains.VH30. 

With  several  parallel  planchet  adjustment  marks  at  the  center  of 
the  obverse,  and  with  some  areas  of  verdigris  on  the  reverse.  A  Con¬ 
dition  Census  example  of  this  scarce  (High  Rarity-5)  issue,  and, 
as  such,  worthy  of  serious  competition  by  the  specialist.  This  par¬ 
ticular  specimen  is  not  recorded  by  Walter  Breen  and  may  not  have 
been  seen  by  him. 

The  obverse  die  incorporates  the  Spiked  Chin  die  used  earlier, 
a  die  of  the  general  style  with  Crosslet  4,  but  with  a  "spike"  or  pro¬ 
trusion  from  the  chin,  and  also  with  another  protrusion,  consider¬ 
ably  smaller,  extending  from  the  mouth— a"tongue."  The  reverse 
is  different  and  is  distinguished  by  having  a  very  wide  fraction, 
and  other  characteristics. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  August  1  1957. 


42  1804  B-6  (Die  State  V);  C-6;  G-8.  Spiked  Chin.  87.2  grains.  EF40. 

Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  excellently  defined 
in  all  areas.  From  a  later  state  of  the  dies,  as  indicated,  with  exten¬ 
sive  breaks. 

The  obverse  is  the  Spiked  Chin  die  as  earlier,  while  the  reverse 
is  new  and  is  distinguished  by  having  a  wide  fraction,  with  the 
bar  almost  touching  the  2,  and  other  characteristics. 


King  Farouk's  1804  Spiked  Chin 
Half  Cent 


43  1804  B-7  (Die  State  III);  C-8;  G-7.  Spiked  Chin.  85.5  grains.  VF-30. 

Medium  brown  surfaces.  Under  magnification  a  few  scattered  marks 
can  be  seen,  but  still  it  is  a  very  nice  example  for  the  grade. 

The  obverse  as  from  the  Spiked  Chin  die  earlier  described,  while 
the  reverse  is  new,  has  a  close  fraction,  with  the  final  A  in  AMERI¬ 
CA  nearly  touching  the  ribbon. 

From  The  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  1954,  Lot  1700,  to  Abe  Kiisoff. 
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44  1804  B-8  (Die  State  III);  C-9;  G-5.  Crosslet  4.  Stems  To  Wreath.  84.1 

grains.  EI^45.  Glossy  light  and  medium  brown  surfaces,  lustrous 
in  areas,  with  the  reverse  being  of  a  lighter  hue  and  with  much 
frost.  A  very  pleasing  example. 


45  1804  B-9  (Die  State  II);  C-10;  G-4.  Crosslet  4.  Stems  to  wreath.  85.7 

grains. MS-60  to  63.  Mint  red  and  orange,  somewhat  pale,  blend¬ 
ing  into  a  medium  brown  background. 


46  1804  B-10  (Die  State  III);  C-13;  G-2.  Plain  4.  Stemless  Wreath.  83.7 

grains.  AU-55.  Glossy,  lustrous  medium  brown.  Well  struck  and 
well  defined  in  all  areas.  The  coin  has  seen  little  if  any  actual 
circulation. 

From  Ben  Green  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  3,  1909. 


47  1804  B-ll  (Die  State  II);  C-12;  G-3.  Crosslet  4.  Stemless  Wreath. 

86.3  grains.  MS-60.  Glossy,  lustrous  brown  surfaces,  mainly  light 
in  color,  with  a  slight  patch  of  darker  coloration  at  the  right  reverse. 
A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  popular  variety. 

From  the  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection,  the  Virgil  M.  Brand  Estate,  later 
appearing  in  the  1957  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention  Sale, 
Philadelphia,  Lot  43. 

The  1957  catalogue  description  noted:  Very  scarce.  Purchased  as  MS-60,  however  we 
prefer  to  call  this  Practically  Uncirculated,  medium  olive  toning,  with  light  stain  on  re¬ 
verse.  ex  Brand  Collection. 


Possibly  Finest  Known  1804  B-12 
Half  Cent 


48  1804  B-12  (Die  State  II);  C-ll;  G-l.  Plain  4.  Stems  to  Wreath.  84.7 

grains.  MS-60  to  63.  Very  light  brown  surfaces  with  some  mottled 
darker  toning.  Lustrous  and  glossy,  especially  when  held  at  an  angle 
to  the  light. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  Plain  4  configuration.  The  reverse,  Breen's 
Reverse  G,  differs  from  the  standard  style  in  that  on  this  variety 
there  are  six  berries  on  the  left  branch,  and  on  this  die,  stems  to 
the  wreath. 

This  die  variety  is  quite  rare  (Rarity-4)  and,  as  Walter  Breen  notes, 
is  "usually  found  in  low  grade;  very  rare  above  Very  Fine."  The  piece 
offered  here  may  be  the  finest  known  example.  Walter  Breen's  Con¬ 
dition  Census  lists  two  Uncirculated  pieces,  followed  by  an  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine  coin,  continuing  down  to  Very  Fine.  Walter  Breen  exam¬ 
ined  this  piece  when  it  was  in  the  Norweb  Collection  and  stated 
at  that  time  that  it  was  "probably  the  finest  known."  A  major  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist. 


Condition  Census  1804  B-12  Half  Cent 


49  1804  B-12  (Die  State  II  or  close  to  it);  C-ll;  G-l.  Plain  4.  Stems 

to  wreath.  Duplicate  of  preceding.  85.3  grains.  VF-30.  A  piece  not 
specifically  listed  by  Walter  Breen  but  certainly  a  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  coin  per  his  criteria. 


48  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


50  1805  B-l  (Die  State  II);  C-l;  G-l.  Medium  5.  Stemless  Wreath.83.9 

grains.  AU-55  or  finer.  Brown  surfaces,  lighter  on  the  obverse  than 
on  the  reverse.  Well  struck  and  sharply  defined. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


Finest  Known  1805  B-3  Half  Cent 


51  1805  B-3  (Die  State  I);  C-3;  G-3.  Small  5.  Bulged  Obverse.  84.9 

grains.  VG-30.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Some  scattered  marks  are 
found  on  the  obverse  field  to  the  right  at  the  bulge  before  the  face. 
Believed  to  be  the  finest  known  example. 

Tli is  coin  was  personally  sold  to  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  by  Walter 
Breen  on  August  25,  1957,  when  he  was  working  with  the  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  New  York  City.  His  grading,  in  a 
note  to  Mrs.  Norweb,  is  as  follows:  "VF-30.  Traces  of  mint  lustre. 
Finest  known  to  me.  (The  second  best  is  the  Gilbert  plate  coin.)" 
Apparently  Walter  Breen  forgot  about  the  sale,  for  this  piece  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  Condition  Census  in  his  book,  although  it  is  noted 
that  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  had  a  "Fine"  coin  which  may  have  re¬ 
ferred  to  another  specimen  not  now  with  the  collection,  and  since 
traded  away. 

Walter  Breen's  Condition  Census  lists  a  piece  as  "About  Extremely 
Fine"  as  the  best  recalled  by  him  (we  again  mention  that  he  appar¬ 
ently  overlooked  this  particular  coin,  which  he  personally  described 
and  sold  to  Mrs.  Norweb).  How  that  "About  Extremely  Fine"  coin 
compares  to  the  one  we  offer  here,  which  is  adjectively  described 
as  Very  Fine,  is  not  known.  Perhaps  that  one  is  better  than  this, 
or  perhaps  the  opposite  is  true.  Beyond  that,  Walter  Breen  drops 
down  to  Very  Fine,  a  specimen  with  obverse  scratches,  noting  several 
other  Very  Fine  specimens,  then  a  number  of  Fine  examples. 

The  obverse  of  this  variety  is  the  famous  Small  5  style.  The  last 
digit  is  much  smaller  than  the  first  three.  This  anomaly  is  explained 
by  the  Mint  policy  of  preparing  dies  in  advance.  In  the  present  in¬ 
stance,  the  first  three  digits  were  punched  into  the  die,  180,  with 
the  last  space  left  blank  to  be  punched  in  whenever  the  die  was 
needed.  When  this  time  came,  in  1805,  a  wrong-sized  5  punch  was 
used  to  complete  the  die.  In  this  combination,  later  than  Breen-2 
(no  specimen  of  which  is  represented  in  the  Norweb  Collection), 
the  obverse  die  displays  a  massive  bulge  and  is  on  the  verge  of 
failure. 

The  present  coin  represents  a  truly  significant  opportunity  for 
the  specialist  to  acquire  a  superb  example  of  this  classic  rarity. 

Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection,  Virgil  M.  Brand  estate,  Neu ;  Netherlands 
Coin  Company,  sold  by  Walter  Breen  personally  to  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Nor- 
web  on  August  25,  1957. 
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Condition  Census  1805  B-4  Half  Cent 


52  1805  B-4  (Die  State  V);  C-4;  G-2.  Large  5.  Stems  To  Wreath.  85.8 

grains.  AU-55.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces.  Glossy  and  with  an 
element  of  original  frost.  A  very  pleasing  coin  from  an  aesthetic 
viewpoint.  A  Condition  Census  piece,  mentioned  in  Walter  Breen's 
enumeration. 

From  the  Milton  Holmes  Collection,  Stack's,  October  5,  1960,  Lot  1302. 


Condition  Census  1806  B-l  Half  Cent 


53  1806  B-l  (Die  State  II);  C-2;  G-2.  Small  6.  Stems  To  Wreath.  85.6 

grains.  EF-40.  Medium  brown,  glossy  surfaces.  Quite  possibly  struck 
on  a  planchet  cut  down  from  a  misstruck  large  cent,  for  the  rims 
of  the  half  cent,  particularly  below  the  date  on  the  obverse  and, 
on  the  reverse,  at  the  upper  left,  show  what  seem  to  be  traces  of 
earlier  inscriptions,  although  these  cannot  be  made  out  distinctly. 

A  Condition  Census  coin,  although,  like  so  many  of  the  Nor- 
web  Collection  pieces,  it  is  not  mentioned  by  Walter  Breen,  who 
either  never  examined  it  to  begin  with  or  overlooked  it. 

Another  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  August  1,  1957. 

Condition  Census  1806  B-2  Half  Cent 


54  1806  B-2  (Die  State  II);  C-3;  not  in  Gilbert.  Small  6.  Stems  to 

Wreath.  77.7  grains.  VG-8.  Light  surfaces,  with  some  porosity,  and 


with  two  old  pits  on  the  obverse.  A  nice  example  for  the  grade, 
better  than  our  "technical  description"  indicates.  This  is  one  of  the 
classic  rarities  in  the  half  cent  series.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  only 
about  15  to  17  may  exist,  and  that  the  coin  is  High  Rarity-6.  The 
present  coin,  although  it  is  not  in  the  Breen  enumeration,  is  a  Con¬ 
dition  Census  example,  and  ranks  among  the  finest  known.  Walter 
Breen  notes  that  "all  are  in  low  grades,"  and  that  the  best  known 
to  him  is  in  just  Fine  grade,  after  which  he  describes  an  About  Fine, 
several  Very  Goods,  and  two  Good  pieces. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1960. 

Although  the  6  is  "small"  on  this  coin,  it  is  not  too  small  for  the  rest  of  the  date  numer¬ 
als,  and  unlike  the  Small  5  obverse  of  1805,  the  1806  Small  6  is  not  a  diecutting  blunder. 
However,  the  "Large  6"  style  of  the  year  does  have  a  larger  final  digit. 


55  1806  B-3  (Die  State  I);  C-l;  G-l.  Small  6.  Stemless  Wreath.  82.8 

grains.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  small  mark  is  in  the  left 
obverse  field  to  the  left  of  the  center  of  the  bottom  curls. 

From  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  26,  1908. 


56  1806  B-4  (Die  State  II);  C-4;  G-3.  Large  6.  Stems  To  Wreath.  79.5 

grains.  MS-60.  Reddish-brown  surfaces.  Struck  ever  so  slightly  off 
center  to  the  right,  a  perfect  match— in  terms  of  the  strike— for  the 
Breen  plate  coin. 

From  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  26,  1908. 

From  triviality  to  treasure:  Walter  Breen  notes  that  a  hoard  of  several  hundred  Uncir¬ 
culated  examples,  mostly  with  spotting,  were  dispersed  by  the  Chapman  brothers  about 
1906,  and  that  in  1908,  the  year  this  one  was  acquired  by  Albert  Holden,  coin  dealers 
were  typically  selling  the  pieces  for  $1  each.  Seventy-one  years  later,  in  our  sale  of  the 
Garrett  Collection  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  an  example  was  sold  for  $4,500— quite 
a  return  on  the  investment! 


57  1807  B-l  (Die  State  III);  C-l;  G-l.  80.1  grains.  AU-55.  Gunmetal 

blue,  steel,  and  iridescent  surfaces,  with  a  trace  of  magenta  on  the 
reverse.  Frosty  and  lustrous.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  the  only 
die  variety  of  the  year,  and  an  issue  which  is  in  general  scarcer  in 
higher  grades  than  are  the  three  dates  immediately  preceding  it. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  August  30,  1958. 

Only  one  pair  of  dies  was  used  to  strike  1807-dated  half  cents,  and,  according  to  figures 
published  in  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  476,000  pieces  were  struck  from  them. 
That  this  immense  production  could  have  been  accomplished  from  just  one  die  pair  is 
certainly  unusual  and  is  in  sharp  contrast  with  the  majority  of  other  American  issues 
of  the  era. 
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Condition  Census  1808/7  B-2  Half  Cent 


58  1808/7  overdate.  B-2  (Die  State  I);  C-2;  G-l.  86.6  grains.  EF-45.  Glossy 

medium  brown  surfaces.  Some  light  porosity  or  granularity  is  visible 
under  magnification.  A  Condition  Census  coin,  although  not  spe¬ 
cifically  listed  by  Breen.  Walter  Breen  enumerates  various  coins  from 
Uncirculated  (just  one  known  in  this  grade)  through  Very  Fine, 
damaged. 

The  obverse  of  this  issue  is  from  an  unused  die  of  1807,  overdat¬ 
ed.  This  die  was  also  used  to  coin  Breen-1  (an  example  of  which 
is  not  represented  in  the  present  collection).  As  the  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  indicates,  the  1808/7  is  quite  scarce,  with  Walter  Breen  noting 
that  it  is  “usually  found  in  low  grades;  very  rare  above  Very  Fine." 
An  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 


59  1808  B-3  (Die  State  II);  C-3;  G-2.  Tall  second  8.  83.9  grains.  EF-45. 

A  nick  is  at  the  juncture  of  the  neck  and  drapery,  near  the  hair. 
Light  brown  surfaces.  Lustrous  in  areas.  Were  it  not  for  the  nick 
we  would  grade  the  piece  AU-50.  As  a  date,  the  1808  half  cent  is 
fairly  scarce. 

From  David  Proskey  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  22,  1909. 

With  the  dies  aligned  in  proper  coin  fashion,  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  180°  apart 
(sometimes  this  variety  comes  with  the  reverse  rotated  at  varying  angles  from  the  norm). 


60  1809  B-l  (Die  State  II);  C-4;  G-l.  Circle  Within  0.  82.2  grains.  EF-40. 

Medium  brown  surfaces.  Walter  Breen  lists  the  Norweb  Collection 
coin  in  his  Condition  Census,  noting  it  is  "Uncirculated."  This  ap¬ 
parently  is  an  error,  or  results  from  some  misinterpretation  of  notes, 
for  the  present  coin,  EF-40,  is  not  close  enough  to  full  Uncirculat¬ 
ed  status  to  have  confused  it  with  the  latter  grade. 

The  obverse  design  is  of  the  so-called  Classic  Head  style,  which, 
as  Walter  Breen  notes,  was  a  term  proposed  in  February  1868  by 
Ebenezer  Locke  Mason,  Jr.,  to  describe  the  style  which  was  initiat¬ 
ed  in  1809  and  continued  through  1836.  Walter  Breen  gives  a  colorful 
description  of  the  new  motif: 

This  is  the  strangest  device  'emblematic  of  liberty'  before 
the  presidential  heads.  A  Greek  profile,  similar  to  that  com¬ 
mon  to  numerous  ancient  statues  of  boy  athletes,  is  adorned 
only  with  a  fillet.  The  hair  is  arranged  similarly  to  that  on 
those  same  statues,  and  the  fillet— never  worn  by  women— 
was  typically  a  prize  awarded  to  athletes  for  winning  town¬ 
wide  games,  the  ancestor  of  the  blue  ribbons  used  today  for 
exhibit  awards  of  many  kinds,  from  stamps  and  coins  to 
show  dogs.  A  probable  ancestor  of  Reich's  design  is  an 
18-century  engraving  of  the  head  of  Polykleitos's  "Diadoume- 
nos"  ["Athlete  Tying  the  Fillet"],  which  shows  the  fillet  simi¬ 
larly  placed.  For  that  matter,  the  facial  profile  is  no  more  femi¬ 


nine  on  these  half  cents  than  are  those  of  Myron's  “Diskobo- 
los”  or  Polykleitos'  " Doryphoros" ;  and  it  is  a  good  deal  less 
so  than  that  on  the  'Apollo  Sauroktonos,”  now  in  the  Vatican 
Museum. 

The  reverse  now  depicts  a  continuous  wreath  with  27  leaves  and 
13  berries,  the  words  HALF  CENT  within,  a  center  dot,  a  dash  be¬ 
low,  and  with  the  inscription  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  sur¬ 
rounding.  The  familiar  fraction  of  earlier  years  is  gone. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  to  Albert  Holden  on  September  5,  1908. 

The  Classic  Head  motif  appeared  earlier  on  the  large  cent  of  1808  In  general,  motifs 
used  on  half  cents  lacked  the  use  of  the  same  device  on  large  cents  from  one  to  several 
years. 

Condition  Census  1809  B-2  Half  Cent 


61  1809  B-2  (Die  State  II);  C-l;  not  in  Gilbert.  86.7  grains.  F-12/15.  Medi¬ 

um  brown  surfaces.  Called  Very  Fine  by  Walter  Breen,  who  notes 
it  is  the  fourth  finest  known  specimen  of  the  variety. 

The  B-2  variety  was  discovered  by  Richard  Picker  while  perus¬ 
ing  a  group  of  unattributed  half  cents  of  the  1954  convention  of 
‘the  American  Numismatic  Association  in  Cleveland.  Now,  about 
14  specimens  are  known,  according  to  Walter  Breen,  of  which  "not 
over  six  will  exceed  Very  Good."  This  present  coin  was  purchased 
from  Richard  Picker,  who  first  discovered  the  variety. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1956. 


Condition  Census  1809  B-3  Half  Cent 


62  1809  B-3  (Die  State  V);  C-2;  G-3.  82.8  grains.  AU-55.  Rich,  glossy 

brown  surfaces.  A  touch  of  friction  on  the  higher  points  keeps  this 
from  Uncirculated  status,  in  our  opinion,  but  this  coin  is  graded 
Uncirculated  by  Walter  Breen,  and  was  sold  as  Uncirculated  by 
the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1954,  all  of  which  goes 
to  show  that  grading  is  an  art,  not  a  science  (as  if  additional  proof 
is  needed).  A  tiny  rim  mark  is  mostly  hidden  on  the  edge  at  the 
10:00  position  (as  seen  from  the  obverse).  The  reverse  die  is  mis¬ 
aligned  about  135°  to  the  left  of  its  normal  position. 

The  coin  was  specifically  enumerated  in  Walter  Breen's  reference, 
as  the  third  finest  known  of  the  variety.  The  coin  was  first  publi¬ 
cized  in  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  April  11,  1925,  Lot  2560,  with 
the  purchaser  being  Hillyer  C.  Ryder.  It  went  into  the  Ryder  Estate 
in  1928,  then  to  Wayte  Raymond  in  December  1944,  under  circum¬ 
stances  discussed  earlier  in  the  present  catalogue.  Subsequently 
it  appeared  in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  44th  sale,  June 
23,  1954,  Lot  301,  described  as  Uncirculated,  to  Mrs.  R.  Henry 
Norweb. 

Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  April  11,  1925;  Hillyer  C.  Ryder;  Ryder  Es¬ 
tate;  Wayte  Raymond;  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  44th  sale,  June 
1954,  Led  301. 

The  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  was  formed  in  the  late  1930s  by  Moritz  Worms- 
er,  who  earlier  had  served  an  unprecedented  five  terms  (of  one  year  each;  unlike  the 
two-year  present  term)  as  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  In  later 
years,  the  business  was  owned  by  Charles  M.  Wormser,  with  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  being  an 
associate.  Under  the  aegis  of  John  Ford,  beginning  with  the  1952  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  catalogue,  the  catalogues  of  the  firm  achieved  a  high  degree  of 
technical  numismatic  excellence.  The  present  writer  recalls  that  receiving  a  New  Nether¬ 
lands  Coin  Company  catalogue  in  the  mail  in  the  1950s  meant  that  everything  had  to 
be  dropped  and  the  best  part  of  a  day  had  to  be  spent  in  an  armchair  poring  over  the 
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minutely  detailed  listings.  Although  the  catalogues  were  masterminded  by  John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.  Walter  Breen  assisted  with  much  of  the  research.  Later,  Walter  Breen  left  the  firm 
and  went  with  Lester  Merkin.  In  the  1960s,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  retired,  and,  after  several 
sales  conducted  by  Charles  M.  Wormser,  the  firm  closed  its  doors,  when  he,  too,  went 
into  retirement  Thus  ended  a  brilliant  chapter  in  American  numismatic  history. 


63  1809  B-4  (Die  State  II);  C-3;  G-4.  81.7  grains.  MS-60.  Glossy  brown 

surfaces  with  some  lighter  color  in  protected  areas.  A  well-struck, 
lustrous  example.  A  Condition  Census  coin,  along  with  several  doz¬ 
en  other  known  Uncirculated  pieces. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  August  1,  1957. 

Although  B-4  is  not  rare,  it  is  still  scarcer  than  B-5  and  B-6. 


65  1809  B-6  (Die  State  III);  C-6;  G-2.  83.5  grains.  MS-60.  Glossy  light 

brown  surfaces.  Exceedingly  sharply  struck.  A  Condition  Census 
coin,  along  with  several  dozen  other  examples  of  the  issue. 

The  reverse  die  is  rotated  about  20°  to  the  left  of  the  normal 
orientation . 

From  the  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  on  August  30,  1958. 

In  the  late  1950s  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  spent  quite  a  bit  of  time  with  her  half  cents, 
and  engaged  in  extended  discussions  with  Walter  Breen,  John  Ford,  Richard  Picker,  and 
the  present  author  concerning  them.  At  the  time  she  was  the  only  person  in  numismat¬ 
ics  interested  in  collecting  each  and  every  half  cent  variety  from  the  beginning  of  the 
series  in  1793  through  the  end  of  1857,  including  the  minute  distinctions  among  Proof 
restrike  varieties. 


Uncirculated  1810  Half  Cent 


64  1809/6  B-5  (Die  State  III);  C-5;  G-5.  9  over  inverted  9.  85.0  grains. 

MS-60  to  63.  Rich,  glossy  brown  surfaces. 

This  error  is  a  die  blunder,  called  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  title,  "9 
over  6,"  but  explained  as  being  from  a  9  first  punched  in  the  in¬ 
verted  position,  then  repunched  correctly.  Occasionally  the  coin 
is  sometimes  described  as  an  "overdate,"  which  it  isn't  for  had  an 
1806  die  been  overdated  by  punching  a  9,  the  piece  would  be  of 
the  1806  style,  with  Draped  Bust  obverse  rather  than  the  Classic 
Head.  In  the  last  century,  the  variety  was  sometimes  called  "1809/8," 
another  error. 

A  Condition  Census  coin,  along  with  perhaps  50  other  known 
Uncirculated  pieces. 

The  present  coin  has  the  reverse  die  rotated  about  10°  to  the  left 
of  the  normal  orientation. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1955. 


66  1810  B-l  (Die  State  III);  C-l;  G-l.  76.0  grains.  MS-60.  Glossy  medi¬ 

um  brown  surfaces  with  some  tinges  of  lighter  color  in  protected 
areas.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the  right  obverse  side,  as  always. 
A  Condition  Census  coin,  along  with  several  dozen  others  in  the 
same  grade. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  August  1,  1957. 
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Finest  1811  B-l  Half  Cent  Presentation  "Proof" 


67  1811  B-l  (Die  State  I);  C-l;  G-2.  84.5  grains.  Specimen  Proof  or 

prooflike-60  or  finer.  Struck  from  polished  dies.  The  finest  known 
example. 

This,  the  most  famous  of  all  1811  half  cents,  is  described  in  de¬ 
tail  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents, 
from  which  we  quote: 

The  best  perfect-die  specimen  from  these  dies  is  unques¬ 
tionably  the  Mickley-Cleneay-Ryder  coin,  now  in  the  Nor- 
web  Collection.  At  its  various  auction  appearances,  this  was 
always  called  a  "Proof."  It  is  from  highly  polished  dies,  in 
their  earliest  state,  and  it  is  the  sharpest  striking  known;  list¬ 
ed  as  a  presentation  coin  in  my  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
and  Colonial  Proof  Coins,  1722-1977,  p.  37,  there  with  an  en¬ 
larged  illustration.  .  .  . 

[Heading  the  Condition  Census  is  the  coin  from  the] 
Joseph  J.  Mickley  Collection  [W.  Elliot  Woodward's  10th  Semi¬ 
annual  Sale,  October  28-November  2,  1867],  Lot  2097,  at  $10 
to  Thomas  Cleneay;  Cleneay  Collection  [IS  H.  &  H.  Chap¬ 
man,  December  9-13,  1890],  Lot  1961,  at  $23.50;  Hillyer  Ryder; 
Ryder  estate  [1928];  Wayte  Raymond  [December  1944];  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company's  44th  Sale  [June  23,  1954],  Lot 
303,  at  $320  to  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb.  Prooflike  Presenta¬ 
tion  Specimen.  Illustrated  in  the  Standard  Catalogue  and  in  my 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins,  1722-1977. 


This  coin  is  important  on  several  counts: 

First,  the  year  1811  is  the  scarcest  business  strike  issue  of  its  era 
and  has  always  been  a  key  to  any  half  cent  collection.  Second,  the 
condition  of  the  coin  is  superlative,  a  prooflike  presentation  speci¬ 
men,  and  is  the  finest  known  to  exist.  Third,  the  pedigree  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  illustrious  and  includes  some  of  the  most  prominent 
names  in  American  numismatics. 

One  of  the  most  important  half  cents  in  the  present  catalogue, 
this  coin  will  create  great  excitement  and  enthusiasm  among 
specialists. 

From  the  Joseph  J.  Mickley  Collection;  W  Elliot  Woodward's  10th  Sale, 
October  28-November  2,  1867,  Lot  2097;  Thomas  Cleneay;  the  Chapman 
brothers  sale  of  the  Cleneay  Collection,  December  9-13,  1890,  Lot  1961; 
Hillyer  C.  Ryder;  Ryder  estate;  Wayte  Raymond,  December  1944;  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company’s  44th  Sale,  June  23,  1954,  Lot  303. 

Joseph  J.  Mickley  was  one  of  America's  pioneer  numismatists.  He  began  his  interest 
in  coins  at  the  age  of  16,  when  he  endeavored  to  locate  a  cent  bearing  his  birthdate,  1799, 
but  wasn't  able  to  do  so.  His  imagination  was  piqued,  and  he  went  on  to  acquire  as  many 
different  dates  as  he  could  find  among  circulating  coinage.  The  story  is  told  that  in  1827 
he  visited  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  obtained  for  face  value  four  Proof  1827  quarters, 
coins  which  years  later  became  recognized  as  classics  (one  of  these  four  will  be  offered 
in  a  later  Norweb  Collection  sale). 

Mickley  formed  and  dispersed  several  collections.  His  home  in  Philadelphia  was  a  fo¬ 
cal  point,  a  meeting  place  for  numismatists  with  an  intellectual  bent,  and  many  were 
the  evenings  spent  swapping  stories  about  rarities.  Mickley  himself  was  knowledgeable 
on  many  subjects,  and  was  fluent  in  several  languages.  More  biographical  information 
concerning  him  can  be  found  in  the  book  The  History  of  United  States  Coinage. 
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Memorable  1811  Half  Cent 


68  1811  B-2  (Die  State  II);  C-2;  G-l.  84.1  grains.  MS-60,  more  or  less, 

but  cleaned  decades  ago,  and  lightly  lacquered,  so  the  precise  con¬ 
dition  is  difficult  to  determine.  However,  it  may  well  be  the  finest 
known  example,  for  the  next  finest,  according  to  Walter  Breen's  Con¬ 
dition  Census  (which  does  not  mention  this  coin),  is  AU,  cleaned. 
We  shall  allow  prospective  bidders  to  decide  whether  this  is  the 
finest  known,  second  finest  known,  or  whatever,  but  in  any  event 
it  certainly  is  among  the  finest  known,  without  equivocation.  It  is 
possibly  relevant  to  note  that  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  called  it  Un¬ 


circulated,  as  did  Walter  Breen  when  he  examined  the  coin  in  the 
Norweb  Collection.  The  piece  was  sold  by  Richard  Picker,  who  did 
not  grade  coins,  so  he  probably  assigned  no  condition  evaluation 
to  it  at  all. 

B-2  is  the  second  variety  of  1811,  with  the  date  numerals  spaced 
closely  together,  more  or  less,  at  least  in  comparison  to  B-l.  The 
variety  is  Rarity-3,  compared  to  High  Rarity-4,  nearly  Rarity-5,  for 
B-l. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  August  2,  1957. 


-  54  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


Condition  Census  1825  B-l  Half  Cent 


69  1825  B-l  (Die  State  II);  C-l;  G-2.  84.0  grains.  MS-60.  Glossy  brown 

surfaces  of  a  semiprooflike  character  on  the  obverse. 

A  Condition  Census  coin,  the  sixth  item  in  Walter  Breen's  Con¬ 
dition  Census  enumeration,  although  it  is  not  clear  that  the  Con¬ 
dition  Census  is  in  any  particular  order  within  the  Uncirculated 
category. 

On  the  edge  there  is  a  raised  area,  called  a  "small  vertical  lump," 
by  Walter  Breen,  but  opposite  the  space  between  the  11th  and  12th  stars, 
closer  to  the  12th  star,  and  not  opposite  the  space  between  the  last 
two  stars  as  mentioned  by  Breen.  The  source  of  this  is  unknown, 
but  the  present  writer  feels  that  although  closed  collars  were  not 
in  general  use  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time,  this  piece  must 
have  had  a  collar  of  some  type,  and  that  the  indentation  was  sim¬ 
ply  a  groove  in  the  collar.  No  other  explanation  readily  suggests 
itself. 

After  1811  there  was  a  haitus  in  the  production  of  half  cents,  lasting  until  1825.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  period,  half  cents  were  not  needed  in  commerce,  and  supplies  of  earlier-issued 
coins  were  in  abundance. 


70  1825  B-2  (Die  State  II);  C-2;  G-l.  83.4  grains.  AU-55.  Glossy  light 

brown  surfaces.  Considered  to  be  Uncirculated  by  Mrs.  R.  Henry 
Norweb  and  by  Walter  Breen  when  he  examined  it  in  the  Norweb 
Collection. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Baldenhofer  Collection,  1955,  Lot  102. 


71  1826  B-l  (Die  State  IV);  C-l;  G-l.  83.1  grains.  AU-50.  A  nick  at  the 

lower  right  obverse  rim  keeps  this  from  the  AU-55  or  MS-60  cate¬ 
gory.  Light  brown  surfaces  with  traces  of  iridescence. 

Under  a  magnifying  glass  an  extensive  series  of  crisscross  die 
file  marks  can  be  seen  to  the  right  of  the  date,  an  interesting 
phenomenon  common  to  all  struck  from  this  die. 

From  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  26,  1908. 


73  1828  B-l  (Die  State  III);  C-l;  G-2. 13  Stars.  83.8  grains.  MS-60.  Mostly 

brilliant  surfaces,  original  mint  color,  toning  to  light  brown,  with 
some  flecks.  A  tiny  depression  in  the  planchet  is  seen  between  the 
D  and  S  at  the  left  side  of  the  reverse.  A  Condition  Census  coin 
in  this  condition.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  Uncirculated  coins  are 
elusive  and  specifically  lists  just  three  examples. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Milton  Holmes  Collection,  1960,  Lot  1318. 


74  1828  B-2  (Die  State  II);  C-3;  G-l.  13  Stars.  86.9  grains.  MS-60  to 

63.  A  superb  specimen  with  bright  mint  red  fading  evenly  to  light 
brown,  a  smooth  gradation.  An  outstanding  example  of  a  variety 
which  a  number  of  Uncirculated  pieces  are  known,  but  of  which 
■  many  are  spotted. 

Walter  Breen  relates  that  around  1894  an  old  lady  brought  a  bag  of  Uncirculated  half 
cents  of  this  variety  into  the  coin  shop  of  Benjamin  H.  Collins.  Collins  later  sold  them 
for  40  cents  each.  In  December  1899,  John  F.  Jones  examined  Collins'  inventory  and  found 
about  50  pieces  remaining,  indicating  that  the  coins  must  have  been  distributed  earlier 
in  large  groups.  Today,  most  Uncirculated  survivors  undoubtedly  trace  their  pedigree 
to  the  Collins  hoard.  However,  most  of  these  pieces  are  of  a  very  "bright"  red-orange 
color,  with  toning  in  flecks  and  bloches,  rather  than  evenly  distributed  as  on  the  piece 
offered  here,  so  we  assume  that  the  coin  offered  here  may  have  been  from  a  different 
source. 


75  1828  B-3  (Die  State  II);  C-2;  G-3.  12  Stars.  82.1  grains.  AU-55.  Lus¬ 

trous  medium  brown  color.  A  far  above  average  strike.  A  very  pleas¬ 
ing  specimen  of  a  coin  which  is  difficult  to  obtain  in  a  higher  grade, 
although  a  number  of  alleged  "Uncirculated"  coins  have  been  list¬ 
ed  (Walter  Breen,  too,  is  skeptical  that  most  of  these  are  indeed 
in  that  grade). 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 

The  1828  12-stars  half  cent  represents  a  diecutting  blunder  of  an  unusual  nature.  Only 
a  few  other  times  in  numismatics  have  erroneous  star  counts  occurred  as  the  result  of 
blundering,  with  the  1817  15-stars  cent  and  the  1832  12-stars  half  eagle  being  in  this  cate¬ 
gory.  (Certain  examples  of  1808  and  1850  large  cents  have  a  short  star  count,  but  this 
is  due  to  light  striking,  not  due  to  a  die  blunder,  and  in  any  event  the  stars  once  existed 
in  the  dies  and  on  these  particular  varieties  can  still  be  seen  in  shadow  form.) 


72  1826  B-2  (Die  State  I);  C-2;  G-2.  82.0  grains.  VF-30. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1955. 

Under  magnification  the  6  in  the  date  is  punched  over  an  earlier  horizontal  or  "lazy" 
6,  a  die  blunder.  In  later  states  of  the  obverse  die,  the  earlier  digit  was  polished  away. 


76  1829  B-l  (Die  State  V);  C-l;  G-l.  83.2  grains.  MS-63  or  finer.  A  su¬ 

perb  specimen,  well  struck,  with  rich,  glossy,  lustrous  fields  ac¬ 
cented  by  subtle  iridescence.  A  gorgeous  coin  from  an  aesthetic 
viewpoint. 

From  David  Proskey  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  22,  1908. 
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77  1831  B-l;  C-l;  G-l.  Original.  84.0  grains.  Uncirculated  (or  Proof) 

with  special  bronzed  finish.  On  the  numerical  scale,  with  a  "60" 
obverse  and  a  "63  to  65"  reverse.  A  few  obverse  nicks,  in  a  line  from 
the  space  between  the  first  and  second  stars,  across  the  jaw  of  Miss 
Liberty,  keeps  this  from  an  overall  63  or  finer  evaluation. 

Concerning  the  finish  of  this  issue,  Walter  Breen  notes:  "There 
may  be  a  dozen  business  strikes,  compared  to  eight  or  nine  Proofs. 
One  in  the  Smithsonian,  seemingly  Uncirculated,  has  a  bronzed 
surface  similar  to  that  found  on  some  medals,  some  patterns  in 
the  early  1860s,  and  some  Proof  cents  of  1829.  Lot  1205,  New  Nether- 
land's  51st  sale,  June  19-20,  1958.  [The  coin  now  offered  for  sale 
as  part  of  the  Norweb  Collection.]  is  also  similar.  These  two  pieces 
are  moot  as  to  whether  they  were  originally  intended  for  Proofs; 
they  certainly  did  not  have  prooflike  appearance  today.  .  .  ." 

Walter  Breen  apparently  considers  it  to  be  a  Proof,  for  it  is  spe¬ 
cifically  listed  under  his  Proof  Census  on  page  342  of  his  book,  last 
entry  in  the  right-hand  column,  described  as  bronzed  Proof. 

The  fame  of  the  1831  date  is  considerable,  and  for  well  over  a 
century  it  has  been  recognized  as  a  prime  classic.  The  "original" 
pieces,  such  as  offered  here,  have  Breen's  Obverse  1 :  The  date  from 
small  punches,  as  used  on  the  quarter  dollars  of  this  year,  with 
the  3  slightly  low.  The  stars  are  large,  as  on  1829  half  cents,  larger 


than  those  on  the  years  to  follow.  Walter  Breen  mentions  a  "small 
lump  in  the  field  about  two  thirds  of  the  way  over  from  lower  lip 
to  third  star,"  but  that  is  not  present  on  the  coin  offered  here,  pos¬ 
sibly  because  the  piece  offered  here,  obviously  a  special  striking, 
may  have  been  produced  early  in  the  life  of  the  obverse  die. 

Tire  reverse  is  Breen's  Reverse  A,  and,  among  other  points,  is  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  the  position  of  the  high  leaf  under  the  extreme  right 
edge  of  the  final  S,  which  is  different  from  the  restrike  issue  (re¬ 
verse  of  1836),  and  from  various  alterations.  Under  magnification, 
traces  of  the  base  of  a  letter,  probably  an  E,  can  be  seen  within  the 
wreath,  below  the  cluster  of  leaves  opposite  the  E  in  STATES.  Ap¬ 
parently  the  engraver  was  careless  with  the  letter  punch,  for  the 
position  is  so  dramatically  incorrect  that  it  could  not  have  been  in¬ 
tended  as  a  properly  situated  letter.  This  same  die  was  used  to  coin 
1832  half  cents  (Breen-10). 

In  1831  there  was  no  commercial  demand  for  half  cents,  for  well 
over  100,000  were  useless  and  in  storage.  However,  Mint  records 
indicate  that  2,200  1831  half  cents  were  struck.  Apparently  most 
of  these  went  into  circulation,  thus  accounting  for  the  slightly  over 
a  dozen  circulated  pieces  known  (see  following  lot). 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  51st  sale,  1958,  Lot  1205. 


1831  Original  Half  Cent 

One  of  Two  Known  With  Bronzed  Surface 
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Prooflike  Business  Strike  1831  Half  Cent 


78  1831  B-l;  C-l;  G-l.  Original.  Duplicate  of  preceding.  84.7  grains. 

AU-55,  prooflike.  Earlier  considered  by  some  observers,  including 
Mrs.  Norweb,  to  be  a  Proof,  and  inventoried  as  such  in  the  Nor- 
web  Collection.  This  is  the  piece  which  Walter  Breen  in  his  Condi¬ 
tion  Census  designates  as  the  finest  known  business  strike  origi¬ 
nal  1831  half  cent  (with  the  preceding  lot  being  designated  as  a 


bronzed  Proof,  as  noted).  The  coin  displays  a  lovely  medium  brown 
surface  with  iridescent  overtones. 

The  dies  are  as  preceding,  again  without  a  lump  in  the  field,  in¬ 
dicating  that  this  must  have  been  an  early  striking.  An  exceeding¬ 
ly  important  opportunity  for  the  half  cent  specialist. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  17,  1908. 
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King  Farouk's  1831  Original  Half  Cent 


79  1831  B-l;  C-l;  G-l.  Original.  Duplicate  of  preceding.  83.2  grains. 

AU-50  or  finer.  The  second  finest  known  business  strike  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  date.  A  superb  coin  with  medium  brown  coloration, 
sharply  struck,  and  desirable  in  every  detail.  A  tiny  rim  mark  over 
M  in  AMERICA  serves  to  identify  the  piece. 

This  is  from  the  same  dies  as  the  preceding,  again  without  the 
lump  in  the  field,  thus  indicating  an  early  striking.  This  piece  was 
overlooked  by  Walter  Breen  and  does  not  appear  in  his  Condition 
Census,  although  if  it  did,  it  would  share  top  billing  with  the  preced¬ 
ing  lot,  the  finest  known  business  strike.  It  could  be  that  Walter 
Breen  saw  this  coin,  not  the  preceding  piece,  both  of  which  are 
described  as  About  Uncirculated.  The  point  is  moot,  as  both  are 
superb. 


The  appearance  of  a  single  original  1831  half  cent  in  an  auction 
would  be  a  cause  for  numismatic  excitement.  The  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion  contains  three  originals,  a  situation  which  will  be  forever 
remembered  by  specialists  in  the  series. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  1954,  Lot  1700. 

As  noted  earlier,  at  the  King  Farouk  Sale  rarities  were  often  put  together  with  com¬ 
mon  pieces,  and  in  the  instance  of  half  cents,  a  large  aggregation  of  pieces  was  lumped 
together  in  a  single  lot.  The  lot  was  purchased  by  Abe  Kosoff,  who  was  attending  the 
sale,  and  certain  delicacies  from  it  were  then  sold  to  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb.  Similarly, 
Abe  Kosoff  purchased  a  large  group  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces,  which  contained  the  fa¬ 
mous  1913  Liberty  Head  piece,  and  sold  the  1913  alone  to  Mrs.  Norweb. 
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Gem  Proof  1831  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 


80  1831  B-2  (Die  State  I);  unlisted  by  Cohen;  G-1A.  Reverse  of  1836. 

First  restrike.  82.5  grains.  Proof-63  to  65.  A  gem  specimen,  pris¬ 
tine,  with  reflective  medium  brown  fields  highlighted  by  iridescence 
and,  in  protected  areas,  lighter  mint  color.  Sharply  struck  and  well 
defined  in  every  detail.  An  outstanding  example  of  this  rarity. 

The  obverse  is  from  the  same  die  used  to  coin  the  original  half 
cents  as  presented  earlier.  The  reverse  is  the  same  as  that  used  in 
1836,  Breen's  Reverse  A.  At  quick  glance  this  can  be  differentiated 
from  the  preceding  original  by  studying  the  position  of  the  highest 
wreath  leaf  with  relation  to  the  base  of  the  letter  S.  On  the  origi¬ 
nals  the  leaf  is  below  the  right  edge  of  the  S,  and  on  the  First  Re¬ 
strike,  the  reverse  of  1836,  the  highest  leaf  point  is  below  the  left 
part  of  the  final  S  in  STATES. 

Only  Proofs  were  struck  from  these  dies;  no  business  strikes  were 


made.  It  is  believed  that  only  about  20  are  known  to  exist.  Walter 
Breen  relates  that  for  many  years  no  distinction  was  made  between 
the  First  Restrike  and  the  original.  Ebenezer  Gilbert,  early  student 
of  the  series,  did  not  realize  that  the  reverse  on  what  we  now  call 
the  First  Restrike  was  the  same  die  he  had  described  for  an  1836 
half  cent.  "Had  he  done  so,  he  probably  would  have  also  discov¬ 
ered  that  the  cracked  die  state  proves  that  these  1831s  were  struck 
long  after  the  1836s,  which  never  show  die  cracks,"  according  to 
the  same  author.  The  reference  is  to  the  cracked  reverse  die  which 
exists  on  Die  State  II  of  the  First  Restrike.  The  piece  offered  here 
is  Die  State  I  with  a  perfect  reverse  die. 

From  the  Mayfield  Collection,  Stack’s,  January  30-31  and  February  1, 
1958,  lot  515. 
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One  of  Five  Known  1831  Second  Restrike  Half  Cents 

King  Farouk's  Specimen 


1 


81  1831  B-3;  unlisted  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Reverse  type  of  1840-1857.  Sec¬ 

ond  Restrike.  77.46  grains.  Proof-60  to  63.  Light  brown  surfaces, 
the  obverse  with  a  tinge  of  an  ancient  fingerprint  (visible  as  a  se¬ 
ries  of  separated  tiny  dots),  and  the  reverse  with  iridescent  hues. 
A  very  attractive  coin. 

The  obverse  is  the  standard  1831  die  as  used  on  originals  and 
First  Restrikes.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  the  die  is  "buckling,"  but 
this  is  not  observable  on  the  coin  here  offered,  so  perhaps  it  is  one 
of  the  earliest  strikings. 

The  reverse  is  of  the  type  by  Christian  Gobrecht  regularly  used 
on  half  cents  from  1840  to  1857,  with  small  berries,  and  with  this 
particular  die  identifiable  by  having  diagonal  die  striations  or  file 
marks  above  RICA  in  AMERICA  (the  same  die  used  to  produce 
restrikes  of  other  pieces,  with  dates  in  the  1840s). 

Only  five  specimens  are  known  to  exist,  from  possibly  12  made. 
The  variety  was  first  published  by  Edouard  Frossard  in  the  19th 
century: 

The  obverse  dies  of  1831  and  1836  were  at  some  subse¬ 
quent  date  combined  with  the  reverse  of  probably  the  1856 
half  cent,  forming  a  combination  known  among  collectors 
as  the  1831  and  1836  Mint  Restrikes.  Only  12  of  the  1831, 
and  possibly  fewer  of  the  1836,  are  said  to  have  been  issued. 

Per  the  Breen  book,  the  known  Proofs  are  as  follows: 

1.  Charles  Steigerwalt,  1907  (John  H.  Clapp);  Louis  Eliasberg 
(1942);  Eliasberg  Estate.  Proof. 


2.  Byron  Reed  Collection;  Reed  Estate  (1891)  to  the  Omaha  City 
Library.  Proof. 

3.  F.C.C.  Boyd  Collection,  presented  in  the  "World's  Greatest  Col¬ 
lection"  sale  by  the  Numismatic  Gallery  (Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner 
Kreisberg),  May  11,  1945,  Lot  379;  Joseph  Brobston;  Brobston  Col¬ 
lection,  Stack's  Fixed  Price  List  No.  69,  January  1963;  R.L.  Miles,  Jr.; 
Miles  Collection,  Stack's,  1969,  to  Q.  David  Bowers;  Gene  Reale  Col¬ 
lection.  Proof.  76.6  grains. 

4.  The  piece  offered  here.  King  Farouk  Collection,  sold  in  the 
Palace  Collection  sale,  February  1954,  Lot  1700,  to  Abe  Kosoff,  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb.  Proof. 

5.  University  of  Rochester  Collection,  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries, 
June  1980,  Lot  3019;  R.E.  Naftzger,  Jr.  Collection.  Proof.  (Walter 
Breen  notes  that  this  is  "possibly  the  same  coin  as  No.  4,  which 
is  incorrect.) 

Of  the  five  known  specimens,  it  is  exceedingly  unlikely  that  even 
a  single  other  example  will  come  on  the  market  in  the  foreseeable 
future.  Hence,  the  present  offering  is  one  of  extreme  significance 
to  the  specialist. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  to  Abe  Kosoff. 

During  the  1950s  and  early  1960s,  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  was  the  only  collector  seek¬ 
ing  to  acquire  Proofs  by  die  variations,  including  the  various  restrikes.  As  a  result,  she 
gathered  together  a  holding  which  could  not  be  duplicated  today  for  any  price 
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82  1832  B-l  (Die  State  III,  with  guide  line  still  visible,  however);  C-l; 

G-2.  Reverse  of  1831.  84.1  grains.  AU-55.  Lustrous  medium  brown 


surfaces.  (Listed  as  a  Proof  on  page  350  of  the  Breen  text;  appar¬ 
ently  due  to  the  erroneous  recording  of  notes.) 

The  obverse  is  from  the  only  die  of  the  year,  with  small  date 
numerals  as  in  1831  and  as  on  the  silver  and  gold  issues  of  1832, 
except  for  the  half  dollar.  The  reverse  is  of  Breen's  Reverse  A,  also 
used  on  1831  originals,  with  the  curious  “stray"  E  visible  peeking 
out  from  beneath  a  leaf  within  the  wreath. 

From  Ben  Green  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  23,  1908. 


Rare  Proof  1832  Half  Cent 


83  1832  B-2  (Die  State  I);  C-2;  G-l.  83.7  grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  The 

obverse  is  toned  a  gunmetal  blue  and  gold,  highly  reflective,  and 
with  attractive  iridescence.  The  reverse  is  a  golden  brown  with  iri¬ 
descent  hues.  The  piece  has  a  beautiful  aesthetic  appeal. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  standard  die  used  this  year  on  all  known 
half  cent  varieties,  with  small  numerals  in  the  date.  The  reverse 
differs  from  the  preceding  and  is  Breen's  Reverse  B. 

Only  eight  Proofs  are  recorded  of  this  issue.  They  are  listed  as 
following  in  the  Breen  text: 

1.  Peter  Mougey  Collection  (sold  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Septem¬ 
ber  1910),  Lot  316,  as  "only  one  known");  Lyman  H.  Low;  decades 
later  owned  by  James  J.  Jelinski  and  Charles  Surasky  trading  as 
Essex  Numismatics.  Proof. 

2.  Allison  W.  Jackman  Collection  (sold  by  Henry  Chapman,  June 
1918,  Lot  887);  Daniel  W.  Valentine;  Valentine  Collection  Sale  (Tho¬ 
mas  L.  Elder,  December  1927,  Lot  536a);  Hillyer  C.  Ryder;  Ryder 
Estate,  1928;  purchased  by  Wayte  Raymond,  December  1944;  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company's  44th  sale,  June  1954,  Lot  310;  Philip 
M.  Showers;  sold  by  Stack's  to  Willis  I.  Dupont  in  1969;  later  in 
the  hands  of  various  dealers;  now  in  a  private  collection.  Proof. 


3.  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  51st  sale,  June  1958,  Lot 
1206;  Stack's;  later  auctioned  by  the  same  firm  as  part  of  the  TAD 
Collection,  March  1975,  Lot  851;  now  owned  by  a  Missouri  spe¬ 
cialist.  Proof. 

4.  The  specimen  offered  here.  T.  James  Clarke  Collection  (sold 
by  Abe  Kosoff,  April  21,  1956,  Lot  464);  Honorable  and  Mrs.  R. 
Henry  Norweb.  Proof. 

5.  Joseph  Brobston  Collection,  Stack's,  January  1973.  Proof. 

6.  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  Collection;  Mitchelson  Estate  (1913);  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Library.  Proof. 

7.  Henry  C.  Miller  Collection  sold  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  April  1917, 
Lot  1058;  Lyman  H.  Low.  Proof.  (This  coin  may  be  duplicated  in 
an  earlier  listing.) 

8.  Specimen  owned  by  Bruce  Abrash.  Cleaned  Proof. 

From  the  T.  James  Clarke  Collection  sold  by  Abe  Kosoff,  1956. 

T.  James  Clarke,  of  Jamestown,  New  York,  was  a  manufacturer  of  paper  boxes  and 
related  goods  and  during  tlie  1940s  produced  a  series  of  rectangular  boxes  which  were 
popular  for  coin  storage.  Various  of  his  coins,  all  of  which  were  of  outstanding  quality, 
were  dispersed  over  a  period  of  years  at  auction  by  The  New  Netherlands  Coin  Compa¬ 
ny  and,  separately,  by  Abe  Kosoff.  Earlier,  T.  James  Clarke  was  heavily  involved  in  the 
politics  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  Details  of  this  ANA  involvement  can 
be  found  in  An  Inside  View  of  the  Coin  Hobby  in  the  1930s:  The  Walter  P.  Nichols  File 
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84  1832  B-3  (Die  State  II);  C-3;  G-3.  Repunched  D  on  reverse.  83.3 

grains.  AU-55.  Glossy  chestnut  brown  surfaces. 

The  obverse  is  the  same  as  preceding;  the  only  die  of  the  year. 
The  reverse  is  Breen's  Reverse  C  and  is  easily  distinguished  by  the 


repunching  at  the  lower  right  of  the  D  on  the  reverse,  and  also  at 
ES  of  STATES.  To  the  left  of  the  A  in  AMERICA  is  a  "ghost"  of 
a  previous  A,  begun  in  that  position  erroneously.  Some  other 
repunching  is  visible.  On  the  present  coin,  Die  State  II,  the  reverse, 
shows  rust  in  the  lower  section,  per  the  Breen  plate  coin  (see 
footnote). 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Baldenhofer  Collection,  1955,  Lot  109. 

Evidences  of  die  rust  are  common  among  early  19th-century  coins.  When  "on  the  shelf," 
dies  were  protected  by  dipping  in  animal  fat,  which  gave  them  a  greasy  coating.  Howev¬ 
er,  if  the  fat  was  impure,  or  contained  moisture,  rust  still  occurred.  Most  rust  undoubt¬ 
edly  occurred  when  the  fat  was  lightly  applied,  or  not  applied  at  all.  The  interior  of  the 
Mint  was  warm  and  humid,  particularly  in  the  summer,  and  freshly-dressed  steel,  as 
the  die  surfaces  were,  was  apt  to  show  rust  in  a  matter  of  weeks,  if  not  indeed  days, 
unless  special  preparations  were  made. 


Superb  Proof  1833  Half  Cent 


85  1833  B-l  (Die  State  III);  C-l;  G-l.  84.8  grains.  Proof-63.  A  superb 

specimen  with  gunmetal  blue  toning  on  the  obverse  and  a  light 
reverse.  A  kissing  cousin  to  the  coloration  of  the  1832  B-2  Proof 
(Lot  83)  offered  earlier,  and  perhaps  originally  from  the  same  source, 
although  it  is  not  recorded  where  T.  James  Clarke  acquired  the  1832. 
We  surmise  that  both  came  from  the  same  collection  generations 
ago,  and  that  the  toning  difference  is  explained  from  the  coins  hav¬ 
ing  been  face-up  in  a  cabinet.  The  present  piece  has  an  aesthetic 
appeal  unmatched  by  few  other  Proofs  of  its  issue. 

Just  one  pair  of  dies  was  employed  to  coin  1833  half  cents.  In¬ 
terestingly,  Proofs  apparently  were  coined  over  a  period  of  months, 
for  they  were  made  from  several  different  states  of  the  die,  before 
business  strikes  were  later  made  from  the  same  dies.  As  the  Proof 
surface  gradually  lost  its  mirrorlike  characteristic  in  the  later  produc¬ 


tion  of  business  strikes,  there  were  thousands  of  coins  with  "tran¬ 
sitional  surfaces"  made,  some  of  which  survive  today  as  prooflike 
Uncirculated  pieces.  Again  and  again  such  pieces  have  been  cata¬ 
logued  as  "Proofs,"  thus  confusing  the  population  census  for  true 
Proofs. 

We  estimate  that  several  dozen  full  Proofs,  like  this  one,  exist  to¬ 
day.  This  number  is  larger  than  other  half  cents  of  the  era  and  may 
be  explained,  as  Walter  Breen  notes,  by  additional  examples  stuck 
to  celebrate  the  opening  of  the  Second  Philadelphia  Mint,  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1833.  It  is  not  unreasonable  that  such  Proofs,  costing 
virtually  nothing,  would  have  made  nice  souvenirs  for  the  general 
public,  although  no  documentation  of  such  practice  exists. 

From  Ben  Green  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  23,  1908. 
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86  1833  B-l  (Die  State  VI);  C-l;  G-l.  Duplicate  of  preceding.  81.9  grains. 

AU-55.  Rich  glossy  medium  brown  surfaces.  A  business  strike  ex¬ 
ample  from  a  later  state  of  the  dies  used  to  strike  Lot  85. 


Red  Proof  1834  Half  Cent 


87  1834  B-l  (Die  State  I);  C-l;  G-l.  86.26  grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  Bright 

red  surfaces,  original  mint  color,  just  beginning  to  fade  to  light 
brown.  A  small  area  of  darker  toning  is  seen  on  the  reverse  below 
the  T  of  CENT.  A  superb  specimen,  certainly  one  of  the  finest  of 
only  about  18  Proofs  known  to  exist. 

Only  one  die  was  used  to  produce  1834  half  cents,  and  business 
strikes  and  Proofs  were  struck  from  the  pair. 

Proofs  are  very  scarce,  at  least  twice  as  scarce  as  those  of  the 
preceding  date.  As  noted,  about  18  examples  are  known  to  exist 
(per  Walter  Breen).  No  specific  listing  has  ever  been  published. 

From  the  T.  James  Clarke  Collection  (Abe  Kosoff,  April  21,  1956). 


88  1835  B-l  (Die  State  II);  C-l;  G-2.  84.1  grains.  MS-60  to  63.  Original 

mint  red  fading  to  light  brown,  now  about  40%  red  and  60%  brown, 
evenly  distributed  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  A  nice  example  of 
this  issue. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1955. 


Gem  Proof  1835  Half  Cent 


89  1835  B-2  (Die  State  II);  C-2;  G-l.  85.6  grains.  Proof-64  to  65.  A  gem 

specimen  of  splendid  overall  aspect.  Fiery  original  mint  red  chang¬ 
ing  to  iridescent  blue  on  the  obverse  and,  on  the  reverse,  light  brown 
around  the  rims.  A  simply  superb  piece  from  an  aesthetic  and 
preservation  viewpoint.  Quality  such  as  this  is  rarely  seen. 

About  a  dozen  and  a  half  Proofs  are  known  to  exist,  of  which 
this  certainly  is  one  of  the  finest.  The  rarity  is  approximately  equal 
to  Proofs  of  1835. 

From  the  T.  James  Clarke  Collection,  (sold  by  Abe  Kosoff,  April  1956, 
Lot  467). 

All  of  the  letters  in  HALF  CENT  on  the  reverse  are  heavily  double  cut,  a  characteristic 
not  noted  in  the  Breen  text. 


90  1835  B-2  (Die  State  VI);  C-2;  G-l.  84.2  grains.  AU-58  or  better.  Os¬ 

tensibly  Uncirculated,  possibly  even  MS-63,  at  quick  glance,  such 
evaluation  based  upon  its  light  brown  color,  frost,  and  lustre.  How¬ 
ever,  under  magnification  there  is  friction  on  the  higher  spots,  pos¬ 
sibly  from  coin-to-coin  contact  in  a  keg,  so  we  conservatively  grade 
it  as  AU-58.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint,  the  piece  approaches 
many  MS-63  coins  we  have  seen  (see  footnote). 

From  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection  Sale,  Thomas  L.  Elder,  September 
1,  1910,  to  Albert  Holden. 

In  a  1987  article  in  The  Numismatist,  Bill  Fivaz  discussed  the  "new"  AU-58  grade,  not¬ 
ing  that  in  his  opinion  such  pieces  have  the  general  appearance  of  MS-63  coins,  but  are 
separated  from  MS-63  by  having  friction  on  certain  of  the  higher  areas.  However,  the 
fields  are  typically  lustrous  and  indicative  of  a  significantly  higher  grade. 

Bill  Fivaz,  governor  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  has  for  many  years 
specialized  in  die  characteristics,  grading,  and  other  technical  aspects  of  coinage  and  has 
been  a  popular  instructor  at  the  annual  Summer  Seminar  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  in  Colorado  Springs. 
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Gem  1836  Original  Proof  Half  Cent 


91  1836  B-l;  unlisted  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Original.  82.5  grains.  Proof-63 

or  better.  A  gem  specimen  with  rich,  light  golden  brown  surfaces. 
Tiny  twin  tony  flecks  at  the  very  center  of  the  obverse  serve  to  iden¬ 
tify  the  piece.  A  superb  specimen  of  a  quality  rarely  seen. 

The  1836,  like  the  1831,  is  one  of  the  classic  rarities  of  the  half 
cent  series.  With  the  1831,  it  is  one  of  the  two  rarest  of  the  Classic 
Head  design. 

Only  one  die  was  used  this  year,  with  small  date  numerals.  This 
year  marks  the  last  appearance  of  the  Classic  Head  motif  introduced 
into  the  half  cent  series  in  1809. 

The  reverse  is  Breen's  Reverse  A,  used  on  the  earlier-dated  1831 
First  Restrike  half  cent,  with  the  Reverse  of  1836.  However,  a  study 
of  die  states  shows  that  the  1836  original  half  cents,  including  the 


piece  here,  were  struck  first;  then  the  1831-dated  pieces  employ¬ 
ing  this  reverse  were  produced. 

So  far  as  is  known,  no  business  strikes  were  produced  of  this 
issue,  and  all  known  examples  are  Proofs  or  impaired  Proofs.  Walter 
Breen  divides  the  1836  half  cents  with  this  reverse  style  into  two 
categories,  those  deemed  "originals"  and  those  deemed  "first  re- 
strikes,  the  second  having  dies  buckled  in  the  center.  The  distinc¬ 
tion  is  not  particularly  obvious,  as  a  comparison  between  Lot  91 
and  92  will  reveal. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  to  Ah'  Kosoff. 
Walter  Breen  speculates  that  this  piece  may  earlier  have  belonged  to  Virgil 
Brand  and  Dr.  Hall,  or  to  Charles  Williams. 
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Gem  1836  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 


Ha  If 

SWcawT 


92  1836  B-la;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  First  Restrike.  81.4  grains. 

Proof-63  or  better.  A  superb  piece  with  light  brown  and  magenta 
toning. 

The  dies  are  as  preceding,  but  now  the  obverse  is  buckled  at  the 
center,  a  characteristic  visible  when  it  is  held  at  a  certain  angle  to 
the  light  and  the  Proof  surface  is  reflected  into  the  eye.  The  First 
Restrike  otherwise  is  virtually  identical  to  the  original. 

Apparently,  fewer  than  10  examples  of  this  variety  have  been 
traced.  Walter  Breen  enumerates  them  as  follows: 

1.  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green  Collection;  Burdette  G.  Johnson  (St. 
Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company);  now  owned  by  a  Missouri  spe¬ 
cialist.  Proof.  81.8  grains. 

2.  Peter  Gschwend  Collection  (sold  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  June  1908, 
Lot  710,  as  an  "original");  Hillyer  C.  Ryder;  Ryder  estate,  1928;  Wayte 
Raymond,  December  1944;  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  44th 
Sale,  June  1954,  Lot  315.  Proof.  79.8  grains. 

3.  The  piece  here  offered.  Incorrectly  listed  by  Walter  Breen  as 
being  from  Thomas  L.  Elder,  circa  1935,  but  actually  from  the  Dr. 


Christian  Allenburger  Collection  (B.  Max  Mehl,  March  23,  1948), 
to  the  Julius  Windner  Collection,  Stack's,  March  21,  1958.  Proof. 
81.4  grains.  (Walter  Breen  lists  the  "Elder  coin"  at  82.4  grains;  ap¬ 
parently  there  was  a  mixup  in  that  writer's  notes,  for  the  Norwebs 
had  only  one  example  of  this  variety.) 

4.  Milton  A.  Holmes  Collection,  (Stack's,  October  1960,  Lot  1333). 
Proof.  78  grains. 

5.  Joseph  Brobston  Collection  (Stack's,  January  1963,  fixed  price). 
Proof.  77.75  grains. 

6.  Mayfield  Collection,  (Stack's,  1958,  Lot  520);  William  H.  Fenn 
III  Collection  (Stack's  1976,  Lot  29).  Proof.  82  grains. 

7.  R.L.  Miles,  Jr.  Collection.  (Stack's,  April  1969,  Lot  48).  Proof. 
82  grains. 

8.  Gilhousen  Collection  (Superior,  October  1973,  Lot  9);  Missouri 
collector.  Proof.  79.5  grains. 

9.  Ellis  Robison  Collection  (Stack's,  February  1982,  Lot  364).  Proof. 

From  the  Christian  Allenburger  Collection  sold  by  B.  Mo.v  Mehl  in  1948; 
fulius  Windner  Collection  sold  fa/  Stack's  in  1958. 
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Gem  Proof  1840  Original  Half  Cent 


1840 


93  1840  B-la;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Large  Berries.  81.6  grains. 

Proof-63  or  finer.  A  gem,  glittering  specimen  with  bright  reddish 
orange  flaming  coloration.  A  simply  superb  piece.  Fewer  than  20 
specimens  are  believed  to  exist,  of  which  this  is  one  of  the  very 
finest.  This  particular  specimen  was  misattributed  by  Walter  Breen 
and  is  erroneously  listed  on  page  388  of  his  book  as  variety  B-lb, 
from  a  repolished  obverse  die  and  a  worn  and  repolished  reverse 
die.  It  should  have  been  listed  as  B-la. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  Braided  Hair  or  Coronet  style  and  marks 
the  initial  appearance  of  this  design.  The  motif  features  Miss  Lib¬ 
erty  facing  left,  her  hair  tied  up  with  beaded  cords,  and  wearing 
a  sharply  pointed  coronet.  The  motif  is  by  Christian  Gobrecht,  who 
used  it  on  the  final  cents  coined  in  this  year.  The  inspiration  came 
from  the  head  of  Venus  and  Benjamin  West's  painting  Omnia  Vin- 
cita  Amor,  which  was  exhibited  in  Philadelphia  the  same  year. 

Gobrecht  was  not  outstanding  as  a  designer,  but  at  least  he  knew 
enough  to  use  suitable  subjects  from  what  was  then  considered 
as  great  American  art,"  Walter  Breen  notes.  The  Coronet  style  was 
continued  and  used  through  the  end  of  the  half  cent  series,  in  1857. 

The  reverse  depicts  a  continuous  closed  wreath  loosely  inspired 
by  the  earlier  John  Reich  designs,  but  differently  executed,  as 
illustrated. 


The  variety  offered  here  is  from  the  only  obverse  die  of  the  1840 
year.  In  this  early  state  there  are  light  horizontal  file  marks  between 
the  date  and  the  first  star,  and  a  few  light  vertical  lines  at  the  sec¬ 
ond  star,  easily  visible  under  magnification  (and  thus  differentiat¬ 
ing  it  from  B-lb,  to  which  variety  this  was  originally  attributed  in 
error).  The  reverse  is  of  the  "original"  style,  immediately  identifa- 
ble  by  large  berries  in  the  wreath. 

Walter  Breen  relates  that  blanks  for  these  coins  were  experimen¬ 
tally  reeded,  then  struck  in  a  plain  collar,  obliterating  the  reeding, 
but  leaving  a  knurled  effect  at  the  junction  between  the  outer  rim 
and  edge,  which  indeed  is  visible  on  the  present  piece. 

From  Elmer  Sears  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 

In  general  (exceptions  exist).  Proof  half  cents  of  the  years  1840  through  1848,  and  also 
1849  Small  Date,  exist  in  the  following  main  variations: 

1.  Originals.  Identifiable  by  having  large  berries  in  the  reverse  wreath. 

2.  First  Restrikes,  regularly  found  on  Proof  half  cents  dated  1856  and  1857,  but  used 
to  produce  restrikes  of  earlier  dates.  These  have  double  impressions  at  the  right  sides 
of  relief  details,  particularly  on  CENT  in  the  wreath  ribbon. 

3.  Second  Restrikes.  These  lack  the  recutting  of  the  First  Restrikes  and  are  quickly  iden¬ 
tifiable  by  having  a  series  of  parallel  die  striations  or  file  marks  diagonally  above  RICA 
extending  inward  from  the  reverse  border. 

for  a  more  detailed  explanation,  including  exceptions  from  the  preceding,  refer  to  pages 
383-385  of  Walter  Breen's  text. 
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1840  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 

One  of  Six  Known 


94  1840  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  First  Restrike. 

83.0  grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  A  superb  specimen  with  copper- 
orange  surfaces. 

This  coin  differs  from  the  Breen  description,  inasmuch  as  the  light 
horizontal  die  file  marks  between  the  date  and  the  first  star,  and 
the  vertical  lines  of  the  second  star,  are  still  visible  under  magnifi¬ 
cation.  It  could  be  that  later,  after  this  coin  was  struck,  the  obverse 
die  was  polished,  thus  removing  these  lines,  creating  coins  that 
conform  to  the  Breen  description. 


The  reverse  is  the  Small  Berries  variety,  with  doubling  on  the 
CENT  and  ribbon.  A  high  wire  edge  is  around  part  of  the  obverse 
and  reverse  border. 

Walter  Breen  specifically  lists  two  examples,  the  Brobston  and 
Bryant  coins,  noting  that  "there  are  another  four  in  private  hands," 
making  a  total  of  six  known  specimens,  according  to  his  records. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  “Empire”  Collection  (Charles  Cass),  Novem¬ 
ber  12,  1957,  Lot  105. 
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1840  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 


95  1840  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  berries.  Second  Restrike 

77.6  grains.  Proof-64  to  65.  A  simply  superb  specimen.  The  obverse 
is  a  rich  magenta  color,  while  the  reverse  is  magenta  and  gunmetal 
blue.  A  high  wire  edge  surrounds  most  of  the  rim  area. 

This  a  late  die  state,  with  the  reverse  buckling  at  the  center.  Walter 
Breen  enumerates  three  specimens,  the  Brobston,  Wolfson,  and 
Hinman  pieces,  noting  that  several  others  have  been  seen. 


Few  if  any  of  the  coins,  early  or  late  die  state,  can  match  the  pres¬ 
ent  in  charm  or  quality.  It  is  simply  superb. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 

Again,  this  coin  differs  from  the  Breen  listing,  with  the  obverse  prominently  exhibit¬ 
ing  the  horizontal  die  file  marks  between  the  date  and  the  first  star  and  the  few  vertical 
lines  of  the  second  star.  These  have  not  been  polished  away,  as  the  Breen  text  would 
indicate. 
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1841  Original  Half  Cent 


as 


96  1841  B-l  (Die  State  III);  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Large  Berries. 

Original.  83.6  grains.  Proof-64  to  65.  A  superb  specimen  with 
magenta  and  electric  blue  toning.  Sharply  struck  and  outstanding 
in  every  particular.  Certainly  one  of  the  finest  of  the  two  dozen 
or  so  known  examples. 

The  obverse  displays  the  characteristic  crack  beginning  at  the  bor¬ 
der  just  above  the  second  star,  continuing  through  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth,  brushing  the  seventh  star,  and  into  the  border  from 


whence  it  came.  The  die  apparently  failed  early  in  its  life,  for  only 
one  impression  from  the  uncracked  die  is  known.  The  planchets 
for  this  variety,  as  with  B-la,  were  experimentally  reeded,  then 
coined  in  a  plain  collar,  obliterating  the  reeding,  although  traces 
of  vertical  bars  on  the  edge  can  be  seen  in  shadow  form  if  the  coin 
is  studied  carefully  and  under  the  right  light. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  on  December  17,  1908. 
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97 


Exceedingly  Rare  1841  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 


1841  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  First  Restrike. 

83.2  grains.  Proof-60/63,  the  coin  being  separated  from  a  higher  valu¬ 
ation  because  of  a  scratch  at  the  fifth  star.  The  obverse  is  from  the 
same  die  as  preceding,  with  the  obverse  break  in  about  the  same 
state. 

The  reverse  is  the  First  Restrike  type,  with  doubling  on  the  word 


CENT,  particularly  the  final  letter,  and  on  the  wreath  ribbon. 

This  variety  is  High  Ranty-7,  almost  Rarity-8,  with  just  four  speci¬ 
mens  reported.  It  is  believed  that  this  example  is  one  of  those  afore¬ 
mentioned.  As  such,  this  is  one  of  the  very  rarest  of  all  Proof  half 
cent  variations  of  the  1840s.  A  prime  item  for  the  specialist. 

Front  Stack's,  date  not  recorded. 
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1841  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 


98  1841  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 

77.9  Grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  A  beautiful  piece  with  light  leather- 
brown  toning  overlaid  with  delicate  iridescent  hues.  A  simply  su¬ 
perb  piece. 

From  or  attributed  to  Breen's  Series  VI,  a  late  die  state,  thin  plan- 


chet,  with  a  wire  rim  around  part  of  the  border.  Walter  Breen  notes 
that  just  four  examples  were  seen  of  this  variation.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lot  1700, 
to  Abe  Kosoff. 
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— 


1841  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent,  Heavy  Planchet 


99  1841  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 

Heavy  planchet.  97.3  grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  Beautiful  light  red¬ 
dish  orange  coloration  on  the  obverse,  save  for  a  small  area  of  dar¬ 
ker  toning  in  the  field  near  the  fourth  star.  The  reverse  is  magenta 
and  steel.  The  coin  is  well  struck  and  sharp  throughout. 

The  obverse  die  is  from  the  preceding,  but  later  than  the  Origi¬ 
nal  and  First  Restrike  impressions.  The  piece  apparently  was  struck 
with  a  high  wire  rim,  or  was  even  heavier  than  it  is  now,  for  the 
reverse  rim  shows  Mint-made  file  marks,  either  to  remove  the  wire 
edge  or  to  reduce  the  weight,  or  both. 


This  is  a  member  of  the  rare  Series  V  category,  thick  planchet, 
for  which  Walter  Breen  lists  the  following  known  examples. 

1.  The  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection. 

2.  The  piece  offered  here.  Collection  of  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb, 
from  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1937. 

3.  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  56th  Sale,  June  1962,  Lot 
461,  to  Lester  Merkin;  subsequently  in  Lester  Merkin's  sale  of  June 
1971,  Lot  538.  Weight:  96.9  grains. 

An  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1937. 
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Fiery  Red  1842  Original  Half  Cent 


100  1842  B-l;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Large  Berries.  Original.  85.4 
grains.  Proof-64  to  65,  with  fiery  mint  red  surfaces  just  beginning 
to  tone  delicate  light  brown.  Some  flecks  are  visible  under  mag¬ 
nification.  A  brilliant,  dazzling  specimen  of  a  quality  rarely  seen 
and  even  more  rarely  offered  for  sale.  A  simply  superb  coin  which 
the  connoisseur  will  appreciate  as  possibly  being  the  finest  of  its 
kind. 

This  particular  coin,  which  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  Charles  A. 
Cass  Collection,  was  specifically  mentioned  by  Walter  Breen  in  his 
text:  "At  least  one  has  the  same  kind  of  fiery  brilliance  as  the  1841s; 
I  have  not  seen  this  piece  recently  enough  to  verify  if  it  also  has 
the  peculiar  edge  of  the  1840  coins  on  this  stock.  From  Charles  A. 
Cass,  'Empire,'  Lot  107.  Others  are  more  subdued  in  color,  even 
when  mint  red." 

To  answer  Walter  Breen's  implied  inquiry,  this  piece  was  not  struck 
on  reeded  edge  stock;  at  least  no  traces  of  the  reeding  or  knurling 
are  visible,  even  under  high  magnification.  "During  most  of  the 
latter  half  of  the  19th  century,  this  was  the  most  coveted  of  the  dates 
in  the  1840s,"  the  same  author  notes. 


It  is  probably  the  case  that  fewer  than  a  dozen  unimpaired  Proofs 
survive.  Walter  Breen  mentions  examples  in  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  and  Mint  collections,  notating  that  "10  other  Proofs 
are  traced,  one  more  reported.  One  of  these  is  reportedly  in  a  Proof 
set  in  the  Oscar  G.  Schilke  estate"  (see  footnote). 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Charles  A.  Cass  “Empire"  Collection,  Lot  107, 
sold  in  1957. 

The  1842  Proof  Set  to  which  Walter  Breen  refers  was  broken  up  years  ago.  It  came 
to  light  when  Oscar  Schilke,  who  lived  in  Connecticut,  was  called  upon  to  evaluate  cer¬ 
tain  numismatic  properties  owned  by  a  former  governor  of  Connecticut.  Among  those 
properties  was  a  Fractional  Currency  Shield,  which  the  present  writer  acquired  from 
Oscar  Schilke,  and  which  now  hangs  in  our  office. 

In  an  upstairs  drawer  in  the  home  in  question,  a  cased  1842  Proof  set,  containing  the 
rare  Small  Date  quarter,  and  other  coins  from  the  half  cent  to  the  dollar  (but  not  the 
gold),  was  found.  The  value  was  nominal  at  the  time;  in  the  hundreds  of  dollars,  for 
the  discovery  occurred  in  the  1930s  or  early  1940s. 

This  Proof  set  was  sold  to  the  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  who  broke  it  up  The  writer 
purchased  the  1842  Small  Date  Proof  quarter  and  sold  it  to  Hazen  B.  Hinman.  This  piece 
later  appeared  in  the  "Century  Sale,"  Paramount,  1965,  catalogued  by  the  writer  (who 
was  one  of  the  principals  in  the  formation  of  Paramount  International  Coin  Corporation) 
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Duplicate  1842  Original  Half  Cent 


101  1842  B-l;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Large  Berries.  Original.  81.2 
grains.  VF-20.  A  circulated  specimen  showing  smooth,  pleasant 
wear,  perhaps  the  type  that  is  sometimes  euphemistically  referred 
to  as  "honest  wear"  (whatever  that  is).  Medium  brown  surfaces. 
A  duplicate  of  the  preceding,  and  acquired  at  a  very  early  date, 
before  the  finer  specimen,  offered  in  the  preceding  lot,  was 
obtained. 


From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  17,  1908. 

This  and  all  of  the  other  1842-dated  half  cents  in  this  sale,  originals  and  restrikes,  have 
a  tiny  die  flaw  at  the  left  side  of  the  fourth  star.  This  is  perplexing  (more  about  this  later), 
for  this  flaw  is  not  mentioned  by  Walter  Breen,  except  that  in  the  First  Restrike,  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  which  is  offered  in  the  following  lot,  Walter  Breen  notes  that  the  obverse  "some¬ 
times  shows  a  die  flaw  at  the  outer  point  of  the  fourth  star." 
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1842  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 


MAX, TP 


102  1842  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  First  Restrike. 

78.1  grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  Light  brown  surfaces  with  hints  of 
electric  blue,  particularly  around  the  border  of  the  obverse  and  on 
the  reverse.  A  superb  coin. 

This  piece  is  a  part  of  Series  III,  which  Walter  Breen  described 
as  having  a  thin  flan  (which  this  indeed  has),  and  with  a  "die  flaw 
at  the  fourth  star."  The  only  "problem"  is  that  the  die  flaw  at  the 


fourth  star  also  occurs  on  the  originals  of  this  date,  at  least  on  the 
specimen  just  offered.  The  question  is,  does  this  die  flaw  exist  on 
all  1842  half  cents,  originals  as  well  as  restrikes? 

Walter  Breen  enumerates  five  known  specimens  of  this  variation, 
but  the  present  coin  is  not  mentioned,  making  it  a  sixth. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lot  1700, 
to  Abe  Kosoff. 
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Bowers  ami  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1842  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 


103  1842  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 

86.9  grains.  Proof-65.  A  glittering,  gem  specimen  with  rich  light 
golden  and  magenta  coloring.  As  close  to  perfection  as  we  have 
ever  seen  in  this  issue,  a  superb  piece  which  would  be  memorable 
for  its  condition  alone,  never  mind  the  fact  that  it  is  a  rarity! 


This  is  an  early  impression.  Series  IV,  for  which  Walter  Breen 
traces  just  two  specimens  known  to  exist:  The  Showers-Dupont 
coin,  now  in  a  Missouri  Collection;  and  the  coin  offered  here.  Deep¬ 
ly  and  boldly  struck,  with  a  wire  rim  around  much  of  the  border. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


-76- 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


Incredible  1843  Original  Proof  Half  Cent 


104  1843  B-la;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Large  Berries.  Original.  86.3 
grains.  Proof-65.  A  splendid,  superb,  breathtakingly  beautiful 
gem— worthy  of  just  about  every  superlative  you  want  to  apply. 
We  doubt  if  a  finer  Proof  half  cent  exists  of  any  issue.  Memorable 
for  its  condition  alone,  with  the  great  rarity  of  the  issue  simply  be¬ 
ing  an  added  bonus! 

The  base  of  the  8  shows  repunching.  Some  short  die  file  marks, 
as  made,  slant  up  from  the  border  to  the  stars  at  the  lower  left  ob¬ 


verse.  Additional  file  marks  are  prominent  near  the  12th  star. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  in  1908. 

Walter  Breen  enumerates  a  dozen  or  so  Proofs  known  to  exist,  apart  from  those  in 
the  American  Numismatic  Society  and  the  Mint  cabinet.  He  lists  under  B-lb,  which  this 
coin  is  not  (for  it  shows  the  file  marks  clearly  and  is  not  from  a  repolished  die)  a  piece 
described  as  being  in  the  Norweb  Collection  and  weighing  85.8  grains.  Perhaps  this  is 
a  misreading  of  earlier  notes,  or  perhaps  there  is  some  other  explanation;  no  coin  in 
the  Norweb  Collection  fits  the  description. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1843  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 


105  1843  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  First  Restrike. 

81.6  grains.  Proof-60.  Kept  from  a  higher  classification  by  a  few  scat¬ 
tered  flecks.  Attractive  golden  and  iridescent  surfaces.  Very  sharp¬ 
ly  struck.  Some  Mint-caused  lint  marks  are  visible  under  high  mag¬ 
nification  in  the  obverse  field  (see  footnote). 

The  obverse  is  as  preceding,  but  has  been  repolished,  with  the 
die  file  marks  being  weaker  and  the  repunching  on  the  numeral 
8  only  a  shadow  of  its  former  self.  It  is  the  numeral  8  that  is  the 
most  diagnostic. 

The  reverse  is  the  Small  Berries  style  with  diagonal  striations  over 
RICA. 

This  is  a  member  of  Series  I,  and  an  early  die  state  (for  the  is¬ 


sue).  Walter  Breen  notes  the  existence  of  just  two  examples  of  this 
variety,  one  which  we  sold  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University  as 
part  of  the  Garrett  Collection  in  1979,  and  the  other  in  a  "private 
collection,"  quite  possibly  the  piece  offered  here. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 

With  reference  to  the  above  description,  lint  marks  appear  as  tiny  curlicues  in  the  field 
of  Proof  coins  and  were  caused  by  lint  or  fabric  strands  adhering  to  the  surface  of  a  die 
after  it  was  wiped  During  the  process  of  preparing  Proof  coins,  dies  were  wiped  at  regular 
intervals,  but  often  care  was  not  taken  to  be  sure  that  the  wiping  was  completely  clean. 
The  lint  marks  in  the  present  instance  are  visible  under  magnification  and  represent  an 
interesting  situation  in  themselves,  for  on  this  particular  coin  the  lint  marks  are  the  most 
extensive  we  recall  seeing  on  any  Proof  coin.  We  do  not  mean  to  disparage  the  coin  bv 
mentioning  this,  for,  as  noted,  magnification  is  needed— and  probably  most  people 
cataloguing  the  coin  wouldn't  even  notice  them. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1843  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 


'gfH&LF' 

MCEKT 


1843 


106  1843  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 
Heavy  planchet.  96.2  grains.  Proof-64.  The  surfaces  are  a  rich  red¬ 
dish  brown  color,  punctuated  by  a  few  stray  flecks  which  keep  this 
out  of  the  Proof-65  category.  A  simply  superb  specimen  which  will 
delight  the  connoisseur. 

The  obverse  is  as  on  the  preceding  coin,  while  the  reverse  is  the 
style  with  small  berries  and  with  die  file  marks  over  RICA  of 
AMERICA. 


Walter  Breen  does  not  record  the  weights  of  extant  half  cents,  but 
this  piece  probably  fits  under  what  he  designates  as  Series  V,  "thick 
flans,"  of  which  he  specifically  cites  one  example  as  being  the  Jenks- 
Clapp-Eliasberg  coin,  and  "at  least  one  other  Proof  has  been  seen." 
Perhaps  that  "one  other"  is  the  piece  offered  here.  The  coin  is  boldly 
struck  and  has  a  wire  rim  around  about  half  of  the  obverse  and 
reverse. 

Obtained  in  1957,  source  not  recorded. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cetits 
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1844  Original  Half  Cent 


JL*«* 


1(77  1844  B-l;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Large  Berries.  Original.  80.0 
grains.  Proof-60.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  magenta  and  gun- 
metal  blue  tinges.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  issue. 

Perhaps  15  or  so  originals  are  known  totally.  Walter  Breen  cites 
the  location  of  four  pieces,  mentioning  that  "there  are  at  least  a 
dozen  others  known  in  collectors'  hands." 


The  obverse  has  small  numerals  in  the  date,  with  the  first  three 
(not  just  the  second  two)  numerals  lightly  repunched  at  their  bases. 
The  reverse  is  of  the  Large  Berries  style  associated  with  Originals. 
Only  one  die  state  has  been  recorded. 

Front  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  L of  1700, 
to  Abe  Kosoff. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1844  First  Restrike  Half  Cent  Rarity 


108  1844  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  First  Restrike. 

82.5  grains.  Proof-60/63.  The  obverse  has  a  small  scratch  at  the  fourth 
star,  thus  keeping  it  from  an  overall  Proof-60  classification.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  flecks  characterize  the  obverse  field,  which  is  otherwise  fiery 
and  brilliant.  The  reverse  is  toned  a  mottled  light  and  medium 
brown  coloration,  the  medium  brown  area  having  nuances  of 
magenta  as  well. 

The  mark  near  the  fourth  star  may  be  related  to  the  mark  on  Lot 
97,  on  the  fifth  star  of  that  coin.  While  this  is  simply  conjecture, 
perhaps  it  is  a  privy  mark  or  some  mark  of  ownership  from  de¬ 
cades  ago,  when  cabinet  coins  were  sometimes  marked  by  their 
owners.  (For  example,  one  1804  silver  dollar  has  an  initial  counter- 
stamped  on  the  reverse,  we  have  seen  initials  on  the  reverses  of 
different  early  half  dollars,  and  Stephen  K.  Nagy  once  told  the  writ¬ 


er  that  many  years  ago  he  placed  "private  marks"  on  coins  that 
he  handled,  items  such  as  Gobrecht  silver  dollars,  so  he  could  recog¬ 
nize  them  at  a  later  date.) 

The  obverse  is  the  regular  die  of  the  year,  as  preceding.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  of  the  Small  Berries  style  with  CENT  doubled,  particular¬ 
ly  the  last  letter,  and  with  doubling  on  the  ribbon. 

The  1844  First  Restrike  half  cent  is  characterized  by  its  extreme 
rarity.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  it  is  Fligh  Rarity-7,  nearly  Rarity-8, 
and  accounts  for  just  five  specimens  known  to  exist.  It  is  believed 
that  the  coin  offered  here  is  the  fourth  in  his  list,  the  Frank  Collec¬ 
tion  piece.  Here  is  a  major  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

Apparently  the  B.  Frank  Collection  ( Stack's ,  November  1956),  Lot  28, 
to  Richard  Picker. 
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Bowers  ami  Mererta  —  Half  Cents 


1844  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 


109  1844  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 
78.4  grains.  Proof-64  to  65.  A  simply  superb  specimen  with  bright 
mint  red  lightly  fading  to  natural  brown.  A  pristine  coin  of  a  quali¬ 
ty  seldom  encountered. 

The  piece  is  on  a  thin  planchet  (as  evidenced  by  the  weight)  and 


has  partial  wire  rims  and  probably  fits  into  Walter  Breen's  Series 
VI  category,  of  which  he  knows  of  six  extant  specimens. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  Febrnant  1954,  Lot  1700, 
to  Abe  Kosoff. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1845  Original  Half  Cent 


110  1845  B-la;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Large  Berries.  Original.  85.2 
grains.  Proof-60.  A  few  scattered  marks  are  visible  under  magnifi¬ 
cation.  Brown  surfaces  with  sea  green  and  iridescent  toning.  Quite 
attractive  overall. 

The  obverse  is  similar  in  configuration  to  the  preceding.  The  date 
numerals  are  small.  The  final  digit  was  cut  too  high,  repunched 
below  the  base,  and  is  tilted  somewhat  to  the  right,  all  of  which 
under  magnification  render  the  issue  quite  distinctive.  The  left  side 
of  the  date  is  too  low  on  the  coin,  with  the  1  being  too  close  to 


the  denticles.  The  denticle  immediately  below  the  date  is  shorter 
than  the  others,  possibly  to  "make  room"  for  the  numeral. 

The  reverse  is  the  standard  Large  Berries  style  as  associated  with 
originals. 

Walter  Breen  notes  the  existence  of  just  14  coins.  The  piece  of¬ 
fered  here  is  that  described  as  being  from  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1905,  although  undoubtedly  the  date  1935  was  intended, 
for  that  represents  the  actual  transaction  time. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  1935. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1845  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 


111  1845  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  First  Restrike. 

81.6  grains.  Proof-63.  Bright  surfaces  tempered  with  some  light 
brown  toning  and  with  a  few  obverse  flecks.  Overall  a  very  attrac¬ 
tive  example. 

This  issue  is  very  rare,  listed  as  Rarity-7  by  Walter  Breen.  He 
delineates  just  five  early  strikings,  including  the  piece  offered  here 
(which  is  the  first  in  his  list)  plus  two  later  strikings,  for  a  total  of 


seven  specimens  known  to  exist.  Here's  one  of  the  greatest  rari¬ 
ties  among  Proof  half  cents  of  the  1840s. 

The  obverse  is  from  the  die  used  to  strike  the  preceding,  while 
the  reverse  is  the  small  berries  type  with  outlines  on  CENT,  espe¬ 
cially  the  last  letter,  and  on  the  wreath  ribbon. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  L>t  1700, 
to  Abe  Kosoff. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


Gem  Proof  1845  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 


112  1845  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 
78.3  grains.  Proof-65  or  finer.  A  gem  specimen.  Probably  the  finest 
known  example.  The  obverse  is  a  fiery  mint  red,  tempered  to 
orange-brown,  with  some  nuances  of  iridescence.  The  reverse  is 
gold,  sea  green,  and  magenta.  The  entire  piece  is  "pretty  as  a 
picture." 

This  piece  is  part  of  Series  VI,  thin  planchet,  with  wire  rims. 


Walter  Breen  cites  just  three  examples  known  to  him,  to  which  the 
present  coin  is  a  fourth.  Walter  Breen  had  no  way  of  knowing  about 
this  one,  for  it  has  remained  in  the  Norweb  Collection  for  over  three- 
quarters  of  a  century. 

The  obverse  is  as  preceding.  The  reverse  is  the  Small  Berries  style 
with  diagonal  die  striations  above  RICA. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden,  on  October  17,  1908. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1846  Original  Half  Cent 


"Curious  Date" 


The  comparison  of  the  dates  on  the  obverses  of  1846  and  1847 
half  cents  shows  the  crude  nature  of  the  8  in  1846,  as  compared 
to  the  standard.  Anomaly  is  unexplained. 


113  1846  B-l;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Large  Berries.  Original.  84.1 
grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  A  very  nice  striking,  sharp,  with  reddish 
brown  surfaces.  Struck  from  unclogged  dies,  lacking  foreign  mat¬ 
ter  above  CE  as  seen  on  several  examples. 

The  obverse  date  is  very  curious.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  the 
numerals  are  "apparently  hand-engraved  rather  than  logotyped," 
although  the  present  writer  finds  this  difficult  to  believe.  Under 
magnification  the  numerals  are  not  as  "precise"  as  found  on  earli¬ 
er  and  later  coins,  with  the  8  in  particular  having  a  rather  crude 
appearance.  The  present  writer  is  inclined  toward  the  view  that 
all  numerals  are  indeed  from  punches,  perhaps  individually  (rather 


than  a  four-digit  logotype),  but  not  "hand-engraved."  Were  they 
hand-engraved,  the  definition  between  the  field  and  the  sides  of 
the  numerals  would  not  be  as  sharp.  The  8,  somewhat  crude  in 
appearance,  may  have  been  made  from  a  numeral  punch  crafted 
on  the  spot;  certainly  it  lacks  the  symmetry  and  precision  of,  say, 
the  same  digit  on  an  1845  half  cent.  Here  is  one  of  those  mysteries 
that  makes  numismatics  interesting. 

The  reverse  is  the  standard  Large  Berries  or  Original  style. 

The  population  probably  is  somewhere  between  15  and  20  pieces, 
with  Walter  Breen  noting  that  there  are  at  least  16  known. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  1935. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1846  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 


114  1846  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  First  Restrike. 

82.6  grains.  Proof-63/60.  Attractive  reddish  brown  surfaces.  With 
wire  rim  around  most  of  the  obverse  and  reverse. 

A  High  Rarity-7  issue.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  just  four  speci¬ 
mens  are  known  to  exist.  As  such,  here  is  one  of  the  prime  rarities 
among  Proof  half  cents  of  the  1840s  and  also  in  the  present  collec¬ 
tion.  This  piece  is  specifically  mentioned  as  being  the  first  in  his 
Census  list.  The  known  examples  are: 

1 .  The  piece  offered  here.  From  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection  sold 
by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  September  1910,  Lot  329,  to  Thomas  L.  Elder, 
who  was  bidding  on  the  "book"  for  Albert  F.  Holden. 


2.  Leon  Bookman  Collection;  Hollinbeck-Kagin  Coin  Company's 
sale  of  September  1972. 

3.  Metropolitan  New  York  Numismatic  Convention,  possibly  later 
in  the  1976  ANA  Convention,  Stack's,  now  in  a  Missouri  collection. 

4.  Jon  Hanson  to  Donald  Groves. 

Another  major  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

The  obverse  is  from  the  "Curious  Date"  die  as  preceding.  The 
reverse  is  the  style  with  Small  Berries,  with  CENT,  particularly  the 
last  letter,  doubled,  and  with  the  bow  outlines  doubled. 

From  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection  sold  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  September 
1-3,  1910,  Lot  329,  to  Thomas  L.  Elder,  bidding  for  Albert  Holden. 
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Bowers  ami  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1846  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 


115  1846  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 

97.6  grains.  Proof-64.  Kept  from  the  Proof-65  category  by  a  few  ob¬ 
verse  flecks.  Attractive  medium  brown  coloration,  somewhat  light¬ 
er  around  the  border  of  the  obverse,  with  delicate  iridescent  hues. 
Sharply  struck  and  well  defined  in  all  areas. 

The  obverse  is  as  preceding,  the  "Curious  Date."  A  spine  or  thorn 
protrudes  from  the  neck  of  Miss  Liberty,  just  below  the  chin,  and 
extends  into  the  field  pointing  slightly  above  the  second  star,  ex¬ 
tending  into  the  field  for  about  half  the  length  of  the  chin.  This 
mark  is  not  noted  in  the  Breen  text.  The  presence  or  absence  of 
this  "thorn"  on  other  1846-dated  half  cents  may  help  to  determine 

I _ _ _ _ 


the  order  of  striking  (the  previous  two  pieces  offered  in  this  sale 
did  not  have  this  feature). 

The  reverse  is  of  the  Small  Berries  style  with  diagonal  die  stria- 
tions  over  RICA. 

The  piece  offered  here  is  from  Breen's  Series  V  and  is  listed  as 
the  T.  James  Clarke  specimen.  Walter  Breen  notes  four  others  of 
Series  V,  plus  additional  of  other  states,  totaling  slightly  more  than 
a  dozen  altogether,  making  it  High  Rarity-6. 

From  the  T.  James  Clarke  Collection,  sold  by  Abe  Kosoff,  April  21,  1956, 
to  Richard  Picker. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1847  Large  Berries  Restrike  Half  Cent 


One  of  Two  Known  Specimens 


116  1847  B-lb;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Large  Berries.  Traditionally 
"Original/'  classified  by  Walter  Breen  as  a  "Restrike."  81.3  grains. 
Proof-63  or  finer.  Mostly  bright  surfaces,  fading  to  light  brown,  wth 
a  few  flecks  on  the  obverse.  A  sharply  defined  example. 

Traditionally,  Large  Berries  half  cents  are  classified  as  “Originals," 
and  if  this  were  the  case,  this  would  be  one  of  about  two  dozen 
originals  known.  However,  Walter  Breen  considers  this  piece  to  be 
a  special  restrike,  in  Series  VII,  designated  by  him  as  B-lb,  with 
just  two  specimens  known  to  exist.  In  other  words,  this  is  an  im¬ 
pression  from  the  Large  Berries  reverse  die,  but  at  a  date  later  than 
that  indicated  on  the  coin,  probably  not  much  later,  however. 

Listed  as  Rarity-8,  the  following  two  specimens  are  known  to  exist: 

1.  The  piece  offered  here.  From  the  Norweb  Collection.  Incor¬ 
rectly  noted  as  weighing  86  grains. 


2.  The  Philip  M.  Showers  Collection  coin,  now  owned  by  a  Mis¬ 
souri  collector.  86  grains. 

This  piece  was  acquired  as  an  original  in  1935  from  J.C.  Morgen- 
thau.  The  later  distinctions  presented  by  Walter  Breen  were  not  even 
thought  of  at  the  time.  For  the  specialist  this  represents  an  excel¬ 
lent  opportunity  to  acquire  what  may  be  the  only  specimen  to  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  market  for  a  long  time. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  standard  die  of  the  year.  The  reverse  is  the 
Large  Berries  style  customarily  associated  with  originals.  The  die 
has  been  repolished,  and  the  vertical  file  marks  to  the  left  of  the 
star,  seen  on  Originals,  are  now  faint.  The  reverse  die  is  in  a  later 
state  than  normal. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  1935. 
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Bowers  ami  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


Gem  Proof  1847  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 


1 17  1847  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 

97.2  grains.  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  of  superb  quality.  Rich  red¬ 
dish  brown  surfaces  with  a  tinge  of  light  iridescence  characterize 
the  obverse  and  reverse.  Certainly  no  finer  specimen  could  exist. 
An  absolutely  breathtaking  coin. 


The  piece  is  from  Breen's  Series  IV.  The  obverse  is  from  the  stan¬ 
dard  die  of  the  year.  The  reverse  is  of  the  Small  Berries  style,  with 
diagonal  die  striations  over  RICA. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden,  October  17,  1908. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1848  Large  Berries  Restrike  Half  Cent 

One  of  Two  Known  Specimens 


118  1848  B-lb;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Large  Berries.  Restrike.  83.7 
grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  attractive 
iridescence,  the  obverse  being  slightly  lighter  than  the  reverse.  This 
particular  piece  has  been  personally  classified  by  Walter  Breen  as 
his  variety  1-b,  distinguished  from  B-la  by  having  a  repolished  ob¬ 
verse  die,  with  faint  lines  in  the  die,  spaced  apart,  slanting  down 
to  the  right  between  the  edge  and  the  top  of  the  head. 

Walter  Breen  notes  that  just  two  specimens  are  known  to  exist: 

1.  The  specimen  offered  here.  From  the  collection  of  King  Fa- 
rouk,  sold  in  Cairo,  February-March  1954,  Lot  1700.  Mentioned  by 
Walter  Breen  as  having  a  "exceptionally  thick  flan,"  but  he  may  have 


noted  this  from  hearsay,  rather  than  in-person  examination,  as 
otherwise  he  would  have  mentioned  that  he  saw  it  in  the  Norweb 
Collection.  The  flan  is  no  thicker  than  normal  (indeed,  it  is  a  hair 
lighter  than  the  standard  84.0  grains),  although  it  is  imperceptibly 
thicker  than  the  next  coin,  which  is  lighter. 

2.  Joseph  Brobston  Collection  coin,  sold  by  Stack's  as  "original" 
in  1963.  79.3  grains. 

Another  important  opportunity  for  the  advanced  specialist. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  Februry  1954,  Lot  1700,  to 
Abe  Kosoff. 
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1848  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 
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119  1848  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  First  Restrike. 
83.7  grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  Mostly  bright  surfaces,  with  a  sug¬ 
gestion  of  light  brown  toning.  A  few  flecks  are  visible  under  mag¬ 
nification.  A  far  above-average  example  of  this  issue. 

This  is  from  Breen's  Series  I,  an  early  die  state.  It  is  noted  that 
about  a  dozen  Proofs  have  been  seen  and  that  more  may  exist. 

The  reverse  is  of  the  Small  Berries  style  with  doubling  on  CENT, 
especially  the  last  letter,  and  on  the  wreath  ribbon. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden,  October  17,  1908. 

When  Mrs  R  Henry  Norweb  was  collecting  these,  the  distinctions  were  simpler  than 
those  presented  by  Walter  Breen  at  a  later  date  in  his  book.  Stated  briefly,  Mrs.  Norweb 


and  her  contemporaries  recognized  three  varieties  of  each  date  from  1840  through  1848, 
and  of  the  1849  Small  Date.  As  enumerated  earlier,  these  were  as  follows:  (1)  Originals, 
with  large  berries.  The  concept  of  having  restrikes  with  large  berries,  as  offered  here  in 
Lots  116  and  118,  was  not  known.  (2)  Small  berries  reverse,  with  doubling  on  CENT  and 
wreath  ribbon.  The  First  Restrike.  (3)  Small  berries  reverse,  with  diagonal  die  striations 
over  RICA.  Known  as  the  Second  Restrike. 

The  various  die  states  of  the  restrikes  had  not  been  studied  or  published. 

The  offering  of  Proof  half  cents  in  the  present  catalogue  is  tne  largest  and  finest  ever 
presented  in  numismatic  history.  Had  Mrs.  Norweb  lived  to  a  later  date,  undoubtedly 
the  more  easily  available  1847  and  1848  originals  with  large  berries  would  have  been  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  collection;  as  it  is,  the  examples  she  has  arc  the  exceedingly  rare  large  berries 
restrikes,  great  rarities,  although  she  never  knew  it. 
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1848  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 


120  1848  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 

96.3  grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  sea 
green  and  iridescent  toning. 

The  obverse  is  struck  from  a  very  late  state  of  the  die,  bulged  and 
repolished.  The  reverse  is  of  the  Small  Berries  style  with  diagonal 


file  marks  above  RICA,  the  Second  Restrike.  The  issue  here  is  of 
Series  V,  thick  planchet,  and  is  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Breen 
text,  but  the  pedigree  before  the  Norweb  Collection  is  not 
mentioned. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  March  30,  1955. 
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1848  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 

Early  Die  State 


121  1848  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 
Earlier  die  state  than  the  preceding.  97.0  grains.  Proof-63  to  65.  A 
splendid  specimen  with  light  brown  and  iridescent  fields.  A  high 
wire  rim  is  seen  on  part  of  the  obverse  and  reverse,  particularly 
the  obverse.  A  small  mark  on  Miss  Liberty's  cheek  can  be  seen  un¬ 
der  magnification. 


The  dies  are  as  preceding,  except  that  this  is  a  slightly  earlier  state 
of  the  dies  with  the  bulging  not  as  pronounced. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  March  1958,  Lot  741. 
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1849  Small  Date,  Large  Berries  Half  Cent 


122  1849  B-l;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Small  Date.  Large  Berries.  Tradi¬ 
tionally  called  "Original.”  81.8  grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  Most  of 
the  original  mint  red,  with  some  toning  to  brown  on  the  reverse, 
and  with  a  few  flecks.  A  tiny  bump  is  noted  on  the  reverse  edge 
above  the  first  T  in  STATES.  A  very  attractive  example  of  a  very 
elusive  issue. 

This  is  the  issue  with  large  berries  traditionally  known  as  the 
"Original,"  but  Walter  Breen  mentions  that  it  could  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  later  than  the  date  indicated.  Walter  Breen's  comments  on 
this  are  extensive  and  relevant,  and  are  discussed  in  detail  in  the 
footnote  below. 

The  1849  Large  Berries  half  cent  has  always  been  a  classic  rarity 
in  the  series.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  12  specimens  are  known  to 
exist.  The  Norweb  Collection  piece  is  specifically  enumerated  in 
Walter  Breen's  inventory  and  is  described  as  a  "Series  VII  Restrike, 
knife  rims."  In  actuality,  the  piece  has  a  wire  rim  around  the  re¬ 
verse,  not  as  high  as  seen  on  some  coins,  and  not  at  all  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  The  specific  inventory  is  listed  in  Breen  and  is  abbreviated 
here,  with  the  first  owner  listed:  (1)  Brock  Collection,  (2)  John  G. 
Mills  Collection,  (3)  Anderson-Dupont  Collection,  (4)  Dr.  Charles 
A.  Cass  Collection,  (5)  F.C.C.  Boyd  Collection,  (6)  F.R.  Alvord  Col¬ 


lection,  (7)  Joseph  Brobston  Collection,  (8)  Hazen  Hinman  (not  Buol 
as  listed)  Collection,  (9)  R.L.  Miles,  Jr.  Collection,  (10)  Mrs.  R.  Henry 
Norweb  Collection,  (11)  Philip  M.  Showers  Collection,  (12)  Wil¬ 
liam  Fewsmith  Collection. 

Acquired  by  Albert  Holden  on  September  6,  1909. 

Walter  Breen  gives  much  information  concerning  the  background  of  this  issue,  noting 
that  the  first  recorded  appearance  was  in  Edward  Cogan's  sale  of  October  1860,  in  which 
an  1849  half  cent  was  described  as  having  a  small  date  and  large  berries.  Whether  the 
variety  was  known  prior  to  that  date  is  problematical,  and  in  the  absence  of  detailed 
auction  catalogues  published  during  the  1850s,  we  probably  will  never  know.  In  1871, 
Edward  Maris  published  the  variety  in  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  overlooking 
the  fact  that  it  had  been  published  earlier  by  Cogan  in  1860.  Later,  Edouard  Frossard 
in  his  Monograph  of  United  States  Cents  and  Half  Cents,  mentioned  it,  but  only  because 
of  Maris'  situation;  Frossard,  who  handled  and  saw  many  things,  had  never  seen  an 
example.  The  Chapman  brothers  recognized  the  issue  as  a  great  rarity,  and,  as  Walter 
Breen  mentioned,  noted  in  several  catalogues  that  only  five  specimens  existed 

The  Matthew  Adams  Stickney  Collection,  sold  by  Henry  Chapman  in  1907,  offered 
an  1849  Proof  set,  said  to  have  come  from  the  Mint  at  the  time  of  issue.  This  contained 
a  half  cent  with  small  date  and  large  berries.  Certain  of  Stickney's  early  Proof  sets  are 
larded  with  Uncirculated  coins,  indicating  that  the  sets  had  not  been  kept  intact  since 
the  year  of  issue,  so  the  inclusion  of  an  1849  half  cent  with  small  date  and  large  berries 
cannot  be  taken  as  unimpeachable  evidence  that  this  coin  was  actually  in  the  set  at  the 
time  of  issue  in  1849. 

Taken  as  a  variety,  a  Proof  with  large  berries  on  the  reverse,  the  1849  Small  Date  is 
by  far  the  rarest  Large  Berries  reverse  half  cent  of  the  1840-1849  years 
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1849  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 


123  1849  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Date.  Small  Berries.  First 
Restrike.  84.1  grains.  Proof-63  or  better.  Mottled  light  and  medi¬ 
um  brown  surfaces  with  tinges  of  gunmetal  blue.  Sharply  struck 
and  very  attractive. 

The  obverse  is  the  same  as  the  preceding  “Original."  The  date 
numerals  are  small,  nearly  touch  each  other,  and  there  is  repunch¬ 
ing  visible  under  magnification  when  the  last  digit  is  examined 

closely. 


The  reverse  is  of  the  small  berries  style,  with  doubling  of  CENT, 
particularly  the  last  letter,  and  the  outline  to  the  wreath  ribbon. 
This  is  the  standard  “First  Restrike"  reverse. 

The  piece  is  from  an  early  state  of  the  dies  and  is  specifically  men¬ 
tioned  in  Walter  Breen's  text.  As  a  variety,  the  First  Restrike  is  very 
rare,  and  it  is  believed  that  fewer  than  15  exist. 

Acquired  by  Albert  Holden  from  Thomas  Elder  on  October  17,  1908. 
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124  1849  B-4  (Die  State  II),  C-l,  G-3.  Large  Date.  Small  Berries.  82.9 
grains.  EF-45  or  better.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  small  pinprick 
is  noted  above  the  head. 

A  nice  specimen  for  the  grade  of  the  first  circulating  or  business 
strike  issue  of  the  1840s. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  1954,  Lot  1700,  to  Abe  Kosoff. 


Gem  Proof  1850  Half  Cent 


125  1850  B-l;  C-l;  G-l.  85.6  grains.  Proof-64  to  65.  A  glittering  gem  speci¬ 
men,  mint  red  toned  to  delicate  light  brown.  Bold  in  every  detail. 
A  wire  rim  is  present  on  much  of  the  obverse  and  reverse.  A  sim¬ 
ply  superb  example  of  this  rarity. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  are  from  the  same  dies  used  to  make 
circulation  strikes.  The  date  is  small  and,  as  Walter  Breen  says,  thin 
at  the  bases  of  the  numerals.  The  final  digit  leans  slightly  to  the 
right.  In  LIBERTY  the  base  of  the  T  has  a  protrusion  from  it,  a  double 
punching. 

The  reverse  is  similar  to  that  used  on  1849  business  strikes  and 
is  very  bold  in  its  details. 

Walter  Breen  notes  that  about  a  dozen  specimens  have  been  seen 
or  reported.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  considered  the  piece 
to  be  a  major  rarity,  and  noted  so  in  their  records,  believing  it  to 
be  rarer  than  Walter  Breen  suggests.  The  issue  is  indeed  among 
the  most  elusive  of  the  series,  but  as  business  strike  impressions 
exist  from  these  dies  it  does  not  have  the  "Proof-only"  status  ac¬ 
corded  to  the  1840-1848  and  1849  Small  Date  issues,  so  thus  it  does 
not  share  their  fame.  The  specialist,  however,  will  recognize  it  as 
a  major  opportunity. 

From  the  Chapman  brothers,  April  16,  1903;  later  from  New  Nether¬ 
lands  Coin  Company,  1954. 


126  1850  B-l;  C-l;  G-l.  85.1  grains.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  A  nice  example  of  this  business  strike  issue. 

127  1851  B-l  (Die  State  III);  C-l;  G-l.  80.7  grains.  AU-58.  Reddish  brown 
surfaces,  with  significant  original  mint  color  remaining  in  protect¬ 
ed  areas. 

An  impression  from  the  only  dies  of  the  year. 

From  J.W.  Scott  &  Company  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  28,  1908. 
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1852  Large  Berries  “Original"  Half  Cent 
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128  1842  B-4;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l .  Large  Berries  Reverse.  Called 
"Original"  by  some,  called  "Restrike  Series  VII"  by  Walter  Breen. 
83.5  grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  From  the  R.L.  Miles,  Jr.  Collection 
(Stack's  1969),  as  “Original,"  described  as  “a  superb  brilliant  Proof 
and  full  of  original  mint  color.  One  tiny  carbon  fleck  on  reverse 
barely  worthy  of  mention.  The  coin  is  absolutely  pristine!  This  speci¬ 
men  is  probably  the  finest  known.  ..." 

The  piece  is  a  superb  specimen,  as  described,  of  the  Large  Ber¬ 
ries  Reverse,  one  of  the  great  classics  in  the  half  cent  series,  and 
one  of  the  most  important  coins  in  the  present  catalogue.  Appar¬ 
ently  just  five  pieces  are  known  to  exist,  with  the  Miles  Collec¬ 
tion  specimen  offered  in  1969  being  the  first  to  cross  the  auction 
block  in  several  decades,  and  with  none  being  auctioned  since  then. 
A  census  of  the  known  specimens  is  provided  by  Walter  Breen: 

1.  John  G.  Mills  Collection;  Chapman  Brothers;  John  H.  Clapp; 
Louis  Eliasberg.  Proof. 

2.  George  W.  Rice  Collection;  Dunham  Collection;  Williams  Col¬ 
lection;  Brobston  Collection.  Proof.  83.0  grains. 

3.  The  piece  offered  here.  R.C.W.  Brock  Collection;  University 
of  Pennsylvania;  Phillip  H.  Ward,  Jr.;  C.J.  Dochkus;  Harry  J.  For¬ 
man;  R.L.  Miles,  Jr.  Proof. 

4  James  Aloysius  Stack  Collection.  Proof.  Not  seen  by  Walter 
Breen. 


5.  F.R.  Alvord  Collection;  Chapman  Brothers;  F.C.C.  Boyd  Col¬ 
lection.  Very  Good,  damaged. 

When  last  sold,  the  piece  was  described  as  an  original,  reflect¬ 
ing  the  state  of  the  art"  at  the  time.  And,  for  decades  earlier,  many 
considered  this  issue  to  be  an  original.  Walter  Breen  considers  it 
to  be  a  restrike.  See  the  footnote  for  a  further  discussion. 

Only  a  few  specialists  over  the  years  have  ever  owned  an  1852 
Large  Berries  half  cent.  The  piece  here  offered  is  one  of  the  most 
important  opportunities  in  the  present  catalogue. 

From  the  R.C.W.  Brock  Collection  to  the  Brock  Estate  (1892),  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania;  Phillip  H.  Ward,  Jr.,  a  Philadelphia  stamp 
dealer,  to  C.J.  Dochkus,  a  Philadelphia  coin  dealer,  to  Harry  J.  Forman, 
a  Philadelphia  coin  dealer;  R.L.  Miles,  Jr.  Collection,  sold  by  Stack's  April 
1969,  to  Q.  David  Bowers;  to  Spink  &  Son,  Ltd. 

Walter  Breen  devotes  the  best  part  of  two  pages  (444  and  445)  of  his  text  to  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  this  variety.  In  summary,  original  half  cents  of  the  1840s  were  struck  from  the 
Large  Berry  reverse  dies,  after  which  Proofs  from  the  1849  Large  Date  through  1857  had 
the  Small  Berries  style.  It  seems  logical,  then,  that  1852  originals  would  have  had  the 
Small  Berries  reverse.  To  posit  the  1852  Large  Berries  pieces  as  originals,  one  would  have 
to  envision  the  scenario  in  which  the  Small  Berries  reverse  die,  in  use  in  immediately 
preceding  years,  was  set  aside  in  1852,  and  the  Large  Berries  die,  not  used  in  the  mean- 
time,  was  resurrected.  While  the  truth  may  never  be  known  with  certainty,  and  while 
Walter  Breen  raises  a  series  of  questions  (see  right  column  of  page  445  of  his  book),  a 
reading  of  the  Breen  text  is  convincing  that  the  argument  for  this  piece  being  a  restrike 
far  outweighs  that  for  it  being  an  original. 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Cents 


1852  First  Restrike  Half  Cent 
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129  1852  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  First  Restrike. 

82.3  grains.  Proof-63.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  iridescent  over¬ 
tones.  A  few  flecks  are  visible  under  magnification.  A  wire  rim 
characterizes  much  of  the  border. 

The  obverse  is  from  the  standard  die  of  the  year  used  on  all 
varieties. 


The  reverse  is  the  Small  Berries  die  with  double  impressions  on 
CENT,  particularly  the  last  letter,  and  on  the  wreath  ribbon— the 
reverse  used  to  produce  the  First  Restrike  varieties  1840-1848. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lot  1700, 
to  Abe  Kosoff. 
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1852  Second  Restrike  Half  Cent 


130  1852  B-3;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2.  Small  Berries.  Second  Restrike. 

96.7  grains.  Proof-64.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  light  iridescent 

overtones. 

The  obverse  is  as  preceding.  The  reverse  is  the  Small  Berries  die 
with  diagonal  die  striations  over  RICA  of  AMERICA.  This  piece 
is  stuck  on  an  extraordinarily  heavy  planchet  weighing  96.7  grains. 
It  is  the  discovery  coin  for  the  variety,  and  is  mentioned  in  Walter 
Breen's  Proof  census  as  such. 

The  1852  Second  Restrike  is  a  prime  rarity  in  the  series,  and  just 
a  few  pieces  are  known.  Walter  Breen  enumerates  them  as  follows: 

1  The  piece  offered  here.  Thomas  L.  Elder's  20th  sale,  October 
1908,  as  "Original,";  the  discovery  coin.  Proof. 

2  Byron  Reed  Collection;  Omaha  City  Library.  Proof. 


3.  Robert  Schonwalter  Collection;  Richard  Picker;  Missouri  Col¬ 
lection.  Proof.  97.2  grains. 

3.  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company;  ANA  Convention  Sale,  1977 
(Kagin);  Robison  Collection  (Stack's,  February  1982).  Proof. 

4.  W.  Elliot  Woodward's  31st  sale,  September  1980;  T.  Harrison 
Garrett;  John  Work  Garrett;  The  Johns  Hopkins  University;  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  Sale,  November  1979,  Lot  46;  R.E.  Naftz- 
ger,  Jr.  Proof. 

5.  Q.  David  Bowers  inventory  circa  1956,  specimen  found  unat¬ 
tributed  at  a  convention.  Proof. 

6  and  7.  Two  specimens  reported  to  Walter  Breen  but  not  seen. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden,  on  October  17,  1908. 
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131  1853  B-l  (Die  State  II);  C-l;  G-l.  85.7  grains.  MS-60.  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  An  impression  from  the  only  pair  of  dies  used  this  year. 
From  J.W.  Scott  &  Company  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  20,  1908. 


132  1854  B-l  (Die  State  I);  C-l;  G-l.  85.2  grains.  MS-60  to  63.  Lustrous 
light  brown  surfaces  with  hints  of  magenta. 

From  J.W.  Scott  &  Company  to  Albert  Holden  in  1908. 


1854  Proof  Half  Cent 


133  1854  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  85.7  grains.  Proof-63.  Light  sur¬ 
faces  with  mottled  medium  brown  toning  on  the  obverse,  and  with 
medium  brown  toning  blending  towards  the  rims  of  the  reverse. 

This  variety,  with  Reverse  B,  was  believed  to  have  been  used  only 
on  Proofs  and  also  on  the  copper-nickel  alloy  subsequently  offered 
(Lot  134). 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1953. 


Famous  1854  "Copper-Nickel"  Half 

Cent 


134  1854  B-2;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  Pbssibly  struck  in  copper-nickel 
alloy.  83.4  grains.  MS-60  to  63.  Mottled  light  golden  brown  surfaces. 
Struck  on  a  striated  planchet,  with  a  small  flaw  extending  from  the 
obverse  rim  through  the  right  side  of  the  date,  and  with  some  plan¬ 
chet  streaking  visible  on  the  reverse. 

The  planchet  is  of  a  lighter  color  than  normal,  and  has  tradition¬ 
ally  been  designated  as  copper-nickel.  This  is  the  coin  which  has 
been  "vainly  sought"  by  Walter  Breen.  This  identical  piece  is  de¬ 
scribed  in  detail  by  Walter  Breen  on  page  451  of  his  text: 

Adams-Woodin  [1913]  listed  as  their  number  192  a  speci¬ 
men  struck  in  copper-nickel,  there  called  "unique."  The  dis¬ 
covery  coin  passed  from  the  William  H.  Woodin  collection 
to  Judson  Brenner  [who  included  it  in  his  display  at  the  ANS 
Exhibit,  in  1914],  later  to  F.C.C.  Boyd,  and  then  to  King  Fa- 
rouk  I,  of  Egypt.  At  the  auction  of  the  Palace  Collections  of 
Egypt  in  1954,  a  Florida  dealer  named  Randall  acquired  the 
piece  and  later  offered  it  for  $500;  listed  as  Encyclopedia  1378*. 

I  have  not  seen  it,  nor  was  the  weight  ever  mentioned.  One 
was  offered  in  the  "Anderson-Dupont"  Collection  [Stack's, 
November  11-13,  1954],  Lot  1155,  at  $350,  to  Dorothy  Nel¬ 
son,  for  the  owner  of  the  "TAD"  large  cents  [Stack's,  March 
15,  1975],  Lot  880,  at  $1,800;  this  weighs  84  grains.  A  rim  nick 
showed,  apparently,  copper-nickel  metal  underneath  the  ton¬ 
ing.  However,  recent  tests  disclosed  no  nickel  content.  Its 
owner  has  vainly  sought  the  Woodin-Boyd-Farouk-Randall 
specimen. 

As  no  metallic  analysis  has  been  made  of  this  piece,  no  warranty 
is  given  except  to  say  that  it  has  traditionally  been  described  as 
copper-nickel.  The  alloy  of  this  general  type  has  been  variously 
described  as  "brass"  (J.W.  Haseltine's  sale  of  the  Crosby  Collection, 
1883),  "oroide,"  and  "copper-nickel." 

William  H.  Woodin;  Judson  Brenner  (who  exhibited  it  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  1914),  F.C.C.  Boyd,  King  Farouk,  James  P.  Randall. 
Acquired  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  from  James  P.  Randall  in 
1957,  three  years  after  the  Farouk  sale. 
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Gem  Proof  1855  Half  Cent 


135  1855  B-l;  C-l;  G-l.  80.7  grains.  Proof-64  to  65.  A  glittering  gem  speci¬ 
men  in  nearly  full  original  mint  brilliance,  with  some  flecks  of  light 
natural  brown  toning  on  the  obverse  and  a  whisper  of  light  irides¬ 
cent  toning  on  the  reverse.  A  simply  superb  example. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Farish  Baldenhofer  Collection,  1955,  Lot  124. 


1856  B-2a  Discovery  Proof  Half  Cent 


137  1856  B-2a;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-l.  84.8  grains.  Proof-63.  Light 
reddish  orange  surfaces  with  some  mottled  medium  brown.  With 
full  Proof  surface  on  obverse  and  reverse,  but  not  as  sharply  struck 
on  the  obverse  denticles  and  not  as  highly  polished  as  most  Proofs 
of  the  era. 

The  discovery  Proof  specimen  of  this  variety,  so  evaluated  by 
Walter  Breen,  and  listed  in  his  Census  as  one  of  just  two  Proofs 
known  to  him,  although  he  observes  that  "others  probably  exist." 
The  other  example  was  at  one  time  owned  by  Douglas  Weaver. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  12,  1909. 


136  1855  B-l  (Die  State  II);  C-l;  G-l.  80.5  grains.  MS-60  to  63.  Light 
brown  color  with  hints  of  a  lighter  area  and  with  some  mottled 
magenta  coloration. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  to  Albert  Holden  on  July  5,  1908. 
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1856  Copper-Nickel  Half  Cent 


138  1856  B-2b;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2;  Adams-Woodin  216.  Struck 
in  copper-nickel.  70.8  grains.  Proof-64  to  65.  Bright,  mirrorlike  sur¬ 
faces.  The  finest  Proof  seen  by  us  or  known  to  us,  far  more  bril¬ 
liant  and  attractive  than  any  other.  A  simply  superb  specimen  which 
should  be  the  cause  for  a  spirited  bidding  contest. 

A  number  of  specimens  were  struck  in  copper-nickel  alloy  dur¬ 
ing  the  period.  Walter  Breen  attributes  this  particular  variety,  2b, 
to  an  alloy  of  90%  copper  and  10%  nickel,  although  we  are  not  aware 
that  any  specific  metallic  analysis  has  ever  been  made  of  this  coin. 
According  to  the  same  source,  about  10  specimens  are  known.  In 
addition,  several  dozen  examples  are  known  of  the  88%  copper, 
12%  nickel  alloy,  listed  as  Judd-177.  Most  of  these  show  dull  surfaces. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1955. 

Concerning  the  variety  struck  in  an  alloy  of  88%  copper  and  12%  nickel,  Walter  Breen 
relates  that  on  July  11,  1856,  50  examples  were  sent  by  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snow¬ 
den  to  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  show  what  the  alloy  proposed  for  the  new  cent 
would  look  like.  These  were  intended  for  distribution  to  various  government  officials, 
who  took  no  care  to  preserve  them,  which  probably  explains  why  nearly  all  specimens 
are  worn  and  unattractive. 


1856  Copper-Nickel  Half  Cent 


139  1856  B-2c;  not  listed  by  Cohen;  G-2;  Judd-177.  Struck  in  copper- 
nickel.  69.8  grains.  AU-55  or  finer.  Very  close  to  MS-60.  Bright  yel¬ 
low  surfaces  with  just  a  trace  of  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 
seen  of  this  issue. 

This  piece  was  tentatively  attributed  to  the  alloy  of  88%  copper 
and  12%  nickel,  for  this  is  the  “traditional"  attribution  of  specimens 
with  business  strike  (rather  than  Proof)  surfaces.  Probably  one  of 
the  50  strikes  sent  by  Snowden  on  July  11,  1856. 

From  David  Proskey  to  Albert  Holden  in  1909. 


140  1857  B-l;  C-l;  G-l.  82.0  grains.  MS-60  to  63.  Reddish  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  hints  of  magenta. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  to  Albert  F.  Holden  in  1908. 

Although  35,180  business  strikes  were  minted  of  this  issue,  James  Ross  Snowden,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mint,  noted:  "[These]  were  nearly  all  retained  in  the  Mint,  and  subsequently 
melted  up.  This  denomination  having  been  abolished  by  [the  Act  of  February  21,  1857] 
which  authorized  the  substitution  of  a  nickel  for  the  copper  cent."  The  date  1857  is  far 
scarcer  than  generally  realized,  although  as  the  Guide  Book  and  other  popular  references 
do  not  note  the  melting  of  most  of  the  mintage,  the  rarity  has  gone  largely  unnoticed. 
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Proof  1857  Half  Cent 


141  1857  B-2;  C-l;  G-l.  83.3  grains.  Proof-63  or  finer.  The  obverse  is 
a  reddish  orange  color  with  a  few  flecks,  whereas  the  reverse  is 
iridescent  brown. 

The  obverse  is  from  the  die  as  preceding,  the  only  die  of  the  year. 
The  reverse  is  that  used  to  make  "First  Restrike"  half  cents,  but  here 
used  to  coin  originals  of  this  particular  date. 

Several  dozen  specimens  are  known,  of  which  this  is  a  very  at¬ 
tractive  example. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection,  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  1910,  to  Albert  F.  Holden. 


Small  Cents 

Flying  Eagle  Cents 


Superb  Proof  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


142  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent.  Proof-63.  An  exceptional  piece  with  spec¬ 
tacular  lavender,  violet,  and  fiery  orange  toning.  Superb  strike.  This 
piece  rates  as  one  of  the  nicest  examples  extant  of  the  original  1,200 
pieces  struck.  A  small  mark  from  the  top  of  the  bow  to  the  letter 
T  in  CENT  is  for  technical  purposes,  but  is  very  minor  in  sig¬ 
nificance.  A  beautiful  piece  that  will  highlight  any  collection. 

From  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

Many  changes  occurred  in  coinage  design  a  decade  or  so  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  The 
half  cent  and  the  large  cent  issues  were  discontinued.  The  large  copper  cent  was  replaced 
by  smaller  diameter  coins  of  copper  nickel  content. 

Early  in  the  1850s,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  began  experimenting  with  different  coin  for¬ 
mats,  including  an  alloy  consisting  of  88  parts  copper  and  12  parts  nickel  and  a  planchet 
diameter  of  just  19  millimeters.  Many  patterns  were  prepared— the  most  notable  being 
the  Flying  Eagle  patterns  of  1854  and  1855  struck  on  smaller  planchets  than  those  in  cur¬ 
rent  use.  The  obverse  motif  of  the  flying  eagle  was  adopted  from  Christian  Gobrecht's 
design  first  used  on  silver  dollars  in  1836. 

By  1856  the  Mint  had  decided  to  incorporate  James  Barton  Longacre's  adaptation  of 
Gobrecht's  Flying  Eagle  motif  in  a  horizontal  position  (as  opposed  to  the  flying  upward 
position  originally  seen  on  the  1836  silver  dollar)  and  the  agricultural  wreath  reverse  de¬ 
sign  borrowed  from  Longacre's  $1  and  $3  gold  coin  designs  of  1854.  The  wreath  of  cot¬ 
ton,  corn,  wheat,  and  tobacco  encloses  the  words  ONE  CENT. 

In  order  to  acquaint  influential  parties  with  the  new-format  design,  approximately  600 
pieces  were  struck  and  distributed  among  congressmen,  newspaper  editors,  and  others 
of  public  importance.  In  addition,  a  few  Proofs  were  struck  for  collectors. 

Walter  Breen  notes  in  his  reference.  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins, 
that  by  early  February  1857  over  634  pieces  had  been  distributed  in  this  manner,  with 
a  couple  of  the  pieces  going  to  the  Mint  Cabinet  Collection. 

Although  no  one  can  determine  how  many  so-called  "original"  pieces  were  struck  in 
1856  as  opposed  to  1857,  many  believe  that  between  600  and  1,000  were  actually  struck 
in  1856. 

It  was  recognized  that  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  was  a  valuable  commodity— as  speci¬ 
mens  were  selling  for  $2  apiece  in  1859.  It  was  during  this  same  time  that  certain  Mint 
officials  were  secretly  striking  such  diverse  items  as  half  cents  from  the  1840s  as  well 
as  the  rare  1804  silver  dollar.  It  is  believed  that  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  was  also  res¬ 
truck  during  the  early  1860s  to  meet  demand  for  the  issue.  It  is  estimated  that  between 
1,000  and  1,500  pieces  were  struck  for  this  purpose. 

The  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  remains  today  as  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  early  American 
coin  rarities. 
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Scarce  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


143  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent.  MS-63,  prooflike.  Highly  reflective  light 
golden  surfaces  laced  with  beautiful  light  orange  toning.  Well  struck. 
Quite  possibly  one  of  the  first  few  hundred  issues  struck  from  the 
working  dies,  as  this  piece  has  sharp,  mirrored  surfaces.  There  are 
a  few  tiny  marks  in  the  right  obverse  field,  but  nothing  of  notewor¬ 
thy  consequence.  An  attractive  and  important  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  type  issue. 


Rare  1858  Large  Letters  Flying  Eagle 

Cent 


145  1858  Flying  Eagle  cent.  Large  Letters.  Proof-63.  Attractive  light  gold¬ 
en  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  light  original  toning.  Outstanding  quali¬ 
ty  matched  by  probably  fewer  than  a  dozen  pieces.  Just  80  Proofs 
were  struck  of  this  Large  Letters  variety. 

The  year  1858  saw  the  first  offering  of  Proof  sets  to  the  general  public  by  Mint  Director  ].  R . 
Snowden.  This  public  offering  went  hand-in-hand  with  the  first  coin  collecting  boom. 


1857  Proof-63  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


144  1857  Flying  Eagle  cent.  Proof-63.  Brilliant  and  sharp  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  iridescent  toning.  A  few  small  lint  marks  are  visible 
on  the  obverse,  above  the  wings. 

The  Act  of  February  1857  provided  for  the  coinage  of  the  small  cent. 


146  1858  Flying  Eagle  cent.  Large  Letters.  MS-60/63.  Well  struck  with 
attractive  golden  orange  iridescence. 

Purchased  from  Mildred  Henry  Bolender,  June  29,  1935,  probably  from 
the  A.M.  Smith  Collection  Sale. 


147  1858  Flying  Eagle  cent.  Small  Letters.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  glossy 
golden  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  soft  lavender  toning.  Well  struck  save 
for  the  ON  of  ONE  on  the  reverse  which  is  slightly  weak. 

From  Thomas  L.  Edler  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  5,  1910. 

The  1858  Small  Letters  variety  is  easily  distinguished  from  its  Large  Letters  counter¬ 
part,  as  the  AM  in  AMERICA  are  fully  separated  on  the  Small  Letters  variety,  but  joined 
on  the  Large  Letters  type. 
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Indian  Cents 


Beautiful  Proof  1859  Indian  Cent 


148  1859  Indian.  Proof-64.  Beautiful  golden  surfaces  highlighted  by  light 
iridescent  toning.  Exceptional  eye  appeal.  Razor-sharp  strike.  A  min¬ 
ute  mark  on  Liberty's  cheek  is  all  that  keeps  this  piece  from  Proof-65 
status.  A  prize  for  the  specialist.  Just  800  Proofs  were  struck,  of 
which  probably  no  more  than  a  few  dozen  exist  in  this  high  state 
of  preservation. 

From  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

Due  to  difficulty  in  striking,  the  Flying  Eagle  small  cent  design  was  discontinued. 

Many  patterns  were  created  in  1858,  including  those  with  a  small,  skinny-looking  ea¬ 
gle  and  one" with  an  Indian  princess  in  full  headdress.  In  all,  12  different  pattern  cents 
were  struck  with  different  die  combinations. 

The  Judd-208  pattern  cent  listed  in  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd's  reference  on  the  subject.  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Patterns,  is  quite  interesting,  as  it  is  the  identical  design  later  incorporated  on 
regular  issue  cents  of  1859.  The  design  consisted  of  an  Indian  Head  obverse  and  a  Laurel 
Wreath  reverse  without  a  shield  at  the  top  of  the  wreath.  The  design  gained  immediate 
favor  and  the  issue  was  produced  for  circulation.  This  was  the  issue  offered  in  this  lot. 

The  1859  Indian  cent  is  the  only  regular  small  cent  issue  struck  with  the  Laurel  Wreath 
reverse  design.  A  decision  was  made  later  on  in  the  year  to  redesign  the  reverse,  using 
an  oak  wreath  with  a  shield  at  the  top  as  the  new  motif.  This  design  was  not  officially 
used  until  1860. 


149  1860  MS-64  to  65,  prooflike.  Attractive  golden  orange  surfaces.  Very 
sharply  struck  with  four  full  diamonds  on  the  ribbon. 

Purchased  as  a  Proof  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas 
L.  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

The  1860  Indian  cent  was  the  first  issue  with  the  Oak  Wreath  and  Shield  reverse  pro¬ 
duced  for  circulation. 


Gem  Proof  1861  Cent 


151  1862  Proof-65/64.  Save  for  a  few  minute  reverse  spots,  this  piece 
would  easily  grade  Proof-65  or  better.  There  is  beautiful  contrast 
between  brilliant,  mirrored  surfaces  and  attractive  frosty  devices. 
Pale  orange  toning  on  the  obverse  serves  to  enhance  the  appear¬ 
ance.  Exceptional  strike.  Just  550  Proofs  were  struck. 

During  the  years  1862  and  1863  (at  the  middle  of  the  Civil  War  when  the  outcome 
was  uncertain)  many  copper  coins  were  removed  from  circulation  and  hoarded  as  "hard 
money"  in  addition  to  gold  and  silver  issues. 


152  1863  Proof-63  to  64.  Attractive  fully  lustrous  surfaces  toned  orange, 
rose,  and  violet.  Slightly  frosted  devices.  Nice  strike.  Two  small 
spots  below  the  letters  N  and  T  in  CENT  are  noted.  A  mere  460 
Proofs  were  struck. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1908. 

153  1863  MS-64.  Brilliant  golden  lustre  laced  with  pale  orange  toning. 
A  coin  with  nice  eye  appeal. 


Superb  Proof  1864  Copper-Nickel  Cent 


154  1864  Proof-65.  Copper-nickel.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance  surrounds 
frosted  devices.  Toned  fiery  orange,  yellow,  and  magenta.  Excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal  and  strike.  Virtual  perfection. 


150  1861  Proof-64.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance.  Lustrous  deep  golden 
surfaces.  A  trace  of  light  iridescent  toning  is  visible  on  the  obverse. 

The  1861  Indian  cent  is  recognized  as  the  scarcest  Proof  issue  in  the  series.  Walter 
Breen  suggests  in  his  reference.  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins 
1722-1977,  "Actual  number  surviving  unknown  but  unlikely  to  be  more  than  a  couple 
of  hundred,  possibly  only  a  little  over  100." 
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Gem  Proof  1864  Bronze  Cent 


155  1864  Bronze,  No  L.  Proof-65.  Exceptional  eye  appeal.  Gorgeous 
frosty  devices  surrounded  by  fully  lustrous  fiery  orange  surfaces. 
Rare  as  a  Proof,  as  just  150  pieces  were  struck. 

First  year  of  issue  for  the  bronze  alloy  consisting  of  95%  copper  and  5%  zinc  and  tin. 
Due  to  the  hardness  of  striking  and  premature  die  wear  created  by  striking  the  hard 
copper-nickel  alloy,  it  was  proposed  that  a  thin  copper  or  bronze  format  be  adopted. 
This  idea  was  rejected  because  Mint  officials  did  not  believe  it  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  public,  as  bronze  issues  would  be  much  lighter  in  weight,  and  substantially  thinner. 

The  Mint  found  that  it  was  incorrect  in  its  judgment  of  the  American  people,  for  in 
1863,  during  the  Civil  War,  millions  of  thin  bronze  tokens  were  circulated  among  citizens 
and  merchants  without  complaint. 

With  this  in  mind,  the  Mint  issued  its  first  bronze  Indian  cents  in  1864.  As  well  as  be¬ 
ing  thinner,  the  pieces  weighed  just  48  grains,  24  grains  lighter  than  their  copper-nickel 
counterparts  struck  earlier  in  the  year. 
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Exceedingly  Rare  1864-L  Gem  Cent 


156  1864-L  Proof-64.  Exceedingly  rare.  Exceptional  eye  appeal!  Nearly 
full  mint  red  surfaces  highlighted  by  light  golden  toning  comple¬ 
ment  heavily  frosted  devices.  Extremely  well  struck  with  the  L  on 
the  ribbon  bold  and  sharp.  A  few  minor  carbon  flecks  are  noted. 
A  magnificent  example  of  this  important  American  rarity.  One  of 
only  20  specimens  believed  to  have  been  struck.  This  is  the  first 
Proof  we  have  offered  for  many  years.  Here  is  a  landmark  coin  wor¬ 
thy  of  a  runaway  price. 

Designed  by  artist  James  Barton  Longacre,  the  1864-L  was  the 
first  Indian  cent  issue  to  carry  the  engraver's  initials  on  the  ribbon. 
Although  a  few  million  business  strikes  were  minted  with  the  L 
initial,  just  20  Proofs  were  struck  with  the  L  signature. 

Although  it  is  believed  that  20  Proofs  were  struck,  Walter  Breen 
in  his  reference,  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Colonial  and  Proof  Coins 
1722-1977,  states  that  just  10  of  the  alleged  20  pieces  are  traceable. 

The  following  catalogue  description  is  taken  from  B.  Max  Mehl's 
sale  of  the  Frederic  W.  Geiss  Collection,  February  18,  1947,  Lot  1142. 
The  piece  offered  in  his  sale  is  similar  to  the  one  offered  here.  The 
description  is  as  follows: 


The  Excessively  Rare  1864  Bronze  Cent  with  L  in  PROOF, 

Lot  No.  1142.  1864  Bronze  Cent  with  L  on  ribbon.  (The  L 
is  for  Longacre,  the  designer).  Brilliant  Proof.  Excessively 
rare.  Of  all  the  celebrated  and  valuable  collections  of  Unit¬ 
ed  States  which  have  passed  through  my  hands  in  the  past 
twenty  years,  I  do  not  recall  a  single  specimen  of  this  coin 
being  included  in  any  of  them.  Until  a  few  years  ago,  this 
coin  in  Proof  condition,  was  not  even  listed  in  the  Standard 
Catalogue.  I  know  of  only  three  or  four  specimens.  I  consider 
it  by  far  the  rarest  of  all  small  cents.  Mr.  Geiss  paid  $225.00. 
This  seems  a  high  price  but  considering  its  rarity,  it  would 
not  surprise  me  to  see  this  coin  far  exceed  this  price  in  the 
near  future. 

Do  not  hesitate  to  bid  liberally  for  this  classic  rarity,  for  it  may 
be  many  years  before  a  comparable  piece  is  offered  in  the 
marketplace. 
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157  1865  Proof-64.  Deep  golden  surfaces  toned  violet  and  sky  blue.  Nice 
strike  with  a  bold  L  visible  on  the  ribbon.  A  few  minor  carbon  flecks 
on  Liberty's  neck.  An  undervalued  issue. 


158  1866  Proof-65  to  67.  Blazing  golden  orange  surfaces.  Extremely  nice 
eye  appeal.  Save  for  a  tiny  mark  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck,  the  ob¬ 
verse  of  this  piece  would  easily  grade  Proof-67.  A  handsome  piece 
that  would  make  an  attractive  addition  to  any  Indian  cent  collection. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1908. 


159  1867  Proof-64.  Full  mint  brilliance  with  beautiful  light  golden  fields. 
Slightly  frosted  devices.  A  few  light  carbon  flecks  are  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  but  most  are  well  concealed  in  the  leaves  of  the  wreath.  This 
piece  has  outstanding  eye  appeal. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1908. 


160  1868  Proof-65/64.  Gorgeous  pale  orange,  violet,  and  electric  blue 
toning  over  highly  reflective  surfaces.  Exceptional  eye  appeal.  Nice 
strike.  Small  reverse  spot  near  the  O  in  ONE. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1908. 


From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1908. 


163  1871  Proof-64/65.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance.  Highly  reflective  golden 
surfaces.  There  is  a  small  carbon  spot  below  the  final  feather  in 
Liberty's  headdress. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1908. 


164  1872  Proof-65.  Full  mint  brilliance  with  a  whisper  of  light  heather 
toning.  Nice  eye  appeal.  Well  struck.  A  scarce  issue  in  the  series, 
a  date  which  is  in  constant  demand  by  Indian  cent  collectors. 


165  1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65.  Blazing  brilliance  heightened  by  deep  yel¬ 
low,  orange  and  violet  toning.  Sharply  struck. 


166  1874  Proof-65.  Frosty  heather-toned  devices  surrounded  by  light  ir¬ 
idescent  toning.  Attractive.  There  is  a  small  carbon  spot  near  the 
4  of  the  date. 

167  1875  Proof-64.  Brilliant  golden  surfaces  on  the  obverse,  while  the 
reverse  is  toned  deep  orange,  violet,  and  lilac. 

168  Offering  of  mixed-date  Proof  Indian  cents:  1875  Proof-60,  some  ob¬ 
verse  spotting.  Deep  toning;  1880  Proof-60.  Deeply  toned.  Spot¬ 
ted;  1881  Proof-60  or  better.  Blazing  yellow,  orange,  and  lime  green 
toning;  1884  Proof-60/63.  Iridescent  toning;  1886  Proof-60  to  63.  Plan- 
chet  flaw  on  reverse,  light  spotting.  (Wilson  Sale,  1907);  1889 
Proof-60  to  63.  Mottled  iridescent  toning.  (Wilson  Sale,  1907);  1907 
Proof-60.  Beautiful  deep  purple  toning.  (Total:  7  pieces) 


161  1869  Proof-65.  Pleasing  pale  golden  orange  surfaces  with  a  splash 
of  violet,  heather  and  electric  blue  toning  on  the  obverse.  Virtual 
perfection.  One  of  the  scarcest  Proof  issues  in  the  series,  with  a 
mintage  of  just  over  600  pieces. 


169  1876  Proof-64.  Highly  reflective  surfaces  beautifully  toned  lemon 
yellow,  pale  orange,  and  lime  green.  Well  struck. 


162  1870  Proof-65.  Attractive  pale  golden  surfaces  with  a  trace  of  light 
orange  toning.  Sharply  struck.  Attractive. 
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Rare  1877  Indian  Cent 


170  1877  MS-64  to  65.  Gorgeous  full  mint  lustre.  Golden  satinlike  sur¬ 
faces  with  splashes  of  light  heather  toning.  This  piece  would  easi¬ 
ly  grade  MS-65,  save  for  a  small,  unobtrusive  mark  on  the  letter 
M  in  AMERICA.  A  superb  example  of  this  rare  and  highly  collect¬ 
ible  issue. 

Although  this  issue  does  not  have  the  lowest  mintage  (that  honor  lies  with  the  1909-S) 
it  is  the  most  highly  sought  after  issue  in  the  series.  Even  heavily  worn  issues  command 
a  premium. 

At  the  time  of  issue,  the  rarity  of  the  1877  cent  was  not  recognized,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  turn  of  the  century  that  people  noticed  how  few  were  actually  in  circulation. 

The  piece  offered  here  would  be  an  exceptional  addition  to  even  the  most  advanced 
collection. 


178  1884  Proof-64.  Gorgeous  eye  appeal.  Beautiful  golden  orange,  soft 
magenta  toning.  Well  struck  and  free  of  detracting  carbon  spots. 


179  1885  Proof-65  to  67.  Superb  full  mint  brilliance  and  lustre.  Highly 
reflective  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  light  orange  toning.  Immacu¬ 
late  surfaces.  Worthy  of  a  premium  bid. 

Purchased  November  3,  1908,  probably  from  the  lames  B.  Wilson  Sale 
held  by  Thomas  Lindsay  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

180  Trio  of  Proof  Indian  cents:  1887  Proof-60  to  63.  Light  heather  ton¬ 
ing.  (Wilson  Sale,  1908);  1900  Proof-63.  Brilliant  lemon  yellow  and 
lime  green  toning;  1901  Proof-65/63.  Light  orange  toning.  Reverse 
spotting.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

181  1888  Proof-65.  Outstanding  eye  appeal.  Exceptional  violet,  electric 
blue,  and  magenta  toning  over  highly  reflective,  mark-free  surfaces. 
A  beautiful  example  of  the  issue. 

Purchased  November  3,  1908,  probably  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale 
held  by  Thomas  Lindsay  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

182  1890  MS-64,  prooflike.  Lustrous,  with  a  hint  of  light  toning.  Small 
reverse  mark  near  E  in  ONE. 

183  1891  Proof-65  to  67.  Extremely  attractive  blazing  golden  orange  sur¬ 
faces.  Highly  reflective  fields  surround  frosty  devices.  Exceptional 
eye  appeal  and  superb  quality. 

184  1892  Proof-64/65.  Deeply  mirrored  surfaces  attractively  toned  vio¬ 
let  and  lilac.  Nice  eye  appeal.  Razor-sharp  strike. 

185  1893  Proof-65/64.  Beautiful  golden  orange  iridescence  highlights  mir¬ 
rored  surfaces.  Well  struck.  Nice  eye  appeal. 

186  1894  Proof-65  to  67.  Superb  quality.  Beautiful  light  golden  surfaces 
with  a  tinge  of  pale  iridescence. 

187  1895  Proof-65  to  67.  Blazing  fiery  golden  orange  brilliance.  Sharp 
strike. 


171  1878  Proof-64.  Frosted  devices  surrounded  by  deeply  mirrored  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  obverse  and  reverse  spotting  is  noted. 

172  1879  Proof-65,  value  of  Proof-63.  Attractive  mint  red  surfaces  high¬ 
lighted  by  light  iridescent  toning.  Extremely  attractive.  An  obverse 
planchet  flaw  is  noticeable  through  the  letter  T  in  UNITED  and  into 
the  field  below  the  T. 

Probably  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  Lindsay  Elder, 
October  5,  1908. 

173  1879  Proof-63.  Deep  iridescent  toning  over  reflective  surfaces.  A  few 
small  marks  are  visible  in  the  left  field  adjacent  to  Miss  Liberty's 
neck. 

174  1880  Proof-65.  Gorgeous  mint  red  brilliance.  Heavily  frosted.  Ex¬ 
ceptional  eye  appeal.  Very  sharply  struck. 

Purchased  November  3,  1908,  probably  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale 
held  by  Thomas  Lindsay  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

175  1881  Proof-64.  Beautiful  golden  and  light  orange  mirrored  surfaces. 
Two  tiny  carbon  spots  on  the  reverse. 

176  1882  Proof-65.  Blazing  brilliance  on  the  obverse  toned  bright  violet 
and  orange.  Subdued  reverse  brilliance  toned  deep  magenta  and 
electric  blue.  An  attractive  combination. 

177  1883  Proof-64.  Subdued  golden  brilliance  toned  heather  and  lilac. 
A  small  lint  mark  in  the  obverse  field  keeps  this  from  Proof-65 
classification. 


188  1896  Proof-64/63.  Highly  reflective  surfaces  toned  pale  yellow,  lime 
green,  and  rose.  A  few  minute  carbon  flecks  on  the  reverse. 

189  1897  Proof-63.  Deep  iridescent  toning  complements  mirrorlike  sur¬ 
faces.  A  few  tiny  marks  below  Miss  Liberty's  ear  are  all  that  keep 
this  piece  from  a  Proof-64  or  65  grade. 

190  1898  Proof-65.  Nice  eye  appeal.  Deep  iridescent  hues.  Sharply 
squared  edges.  A  fairly  low-mintage  Proof  issue  with  just  1,795 
pieces  struck. 

191  1899  Proof-64/65.  Beautiful  mirrored  fields  toned  in  attractive  iri¬ 
descent  hues  surround  lightly  frosted  devices.  Very  attractive.  Well 
struck. 

192  1902  Proof-65.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance  toned  deep  lemon  yel¬ 
low  and  magenta.  Sharp  strike. 

193  1903  Proof-65.  Fiery  yellow,  light  orange,  and  violet  hues  highlight 
blazing  mint  brilliance. 

194  1904  Proof-64.  Beautiful  golden  orange  and  magenta  surfaces.  Sharp 
strike. 

195  1905  Proof-64/65.  Full  mint  brilliance  lightly  toned  with  pale  irides¬ 
cence.  A  small  carbon  spot  visible  above  the  A  in  STATES. 

196  1906  Proof-65.  Well  struck.  Striking  mint  brilliance  subtly  toned  to 
pale  orange  and  heather.  Attractive. 
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197  1907  Proof-65.  Attractive  golden  orange  surfaces.  Superb  strike. 
Lightly  frosted  devices.  A  better  Proof  issue  in  the  series  of  which 
just  1,475  pieces  were  struck. 


198  1908  Proof-65.  Golden  mint  brilliance  with  a  splash  of  light  orange 
obverse  toning.  Nice  eye  appeal.  Well  struck.  An  attractive  piece 
for  a  type  set. 


206  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64.  Sharply  struck.  Full  mint  lustre.  Glossy  gold¬ 
en  orange  surfaces.  Extremely  nice  eye  appeal.  A  small  mark  is  no¬ 
ticeable  behind  Lincoln's  head. 

The  1909-S  V.D.B.  is  the  most  famous  of  all  Lincoln  cent  issues. 

207  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63.  Very  well  struck.  Attractive  golden  surfaces 
and  full  mint  lustre.  Bold  V.D.B.  An  attractive  example  of  this  highly 
collectible  issue. 


199  1908-S  MS-60  to  63.  Subdued  natural  mint  lustre.  Lightly  toned. 
Popular  issue. 

Purchased  August  16,  1952,  possibly  from  the  ANA  Convention  Sale 
held  jointly  by  the  Netherlands,  Hans  Schulman,  and  Henry  Grunthal. 

1908  was  the  first  year  Indian  cents  were  struck  at  a  branch  mint.  Slightly  over  one 
million  pieces  were  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  followed  by  309,000  1909-S  Indian 
cents  struck  the  following  year. 

200  1909  Indian.  Proof-64.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance  toned  violet  and 
magenta,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Last  Proof  issue  in  the  Indian 
cent  series. 

Purchased  from  William  Hesslein,  September  24,  1910. 

201  1909  Indian.  MS-65/64.  Fully  lustrous.  Light  orange  and  rose  toning. 

202  1909  Indian  MS-63/64.  Blazing  mint  brilliance  toned  heather  and 
pale  orange.  Two  stray  obverse  marks  are  noted. 

203  1909-S  Indian  MS-63.  Full  mint  lustre.  Satinlike  surfaces  toned  in 
pale  gray  hues.  Nice  strike. 

Purchased  directly  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  by  Albert  Holden. 

Last  year  of  issue  in  the  Indian  cent  series.  Just  309,000  pieces  were  struck.  An  extremely 
popular  issue  among  Indian  cent  collectors. 


Lincoln  Cents 


208  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63.  A  small  spot  above  the  TY  in  LIBERTY  is  not¬ 
ed.  Lustrous  with  a  tinge  of  light  toning.  Nice  strike. 

Purchased  from  J.C.  Morgenthau,  September  1935,  possibly  from  the 
Harrie  B.  Price  Collection  earlier. 


209  1909  Matte  Proof-67.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  appeal.  Superb 
strike.  Full  mint  brilliance  with  a  trace  of  light  golden  orange  ton¬ 
ing.  Breathtakingly  beautiful.  An  extremely  nice  example  for  a  high- 
quality  Lincoln  cent  collection. 

Just  2,198  Proofs  were  struck. 


204  1909  V.D.B.  MS-64.  Superb  full  mint  lustre.  Mint  red  surfaces  high¬ 
lighted  by  light  iridescence.  Well  struck.  There  are  a  few  tiny  marks 
in  the  right  obverse  field. 

The  Lincoln  cent  design  created  by  Victor  David  Brenner  (whose  intitials  appear  on 
the  reverse)  was  first  introduced  in  1909— the  100th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth. 

In  1909  the  design  was  highly  publicized  through  newspaper  articles.  Requests  were 
sent  to  the  Mint  from  banks,  businesses,  and  others  who  wanted  a  supply  on  hand. 
The  Mint  struck  over  25  million  pieces  in  August  prior  to  distribution  in  anticipation  of 
the  great  demand  for  the  issue.  The  popularity  of  the  issue  proved  so  great  the  Sub- 
Treasury  and  banks  limited  each  customer  to  100  pieces.  On  August  5,  supplies  were 
exhausted,  and  signs  were  posted  with  the  following  notation:  "NO  MORE  LINCOLN 
PENNIES."  Tales  of  scarcity  allowed  newsboys  and  others  to  sell  pieces  at  a  premium 
for  a  few  days. 

Although  the  initial  reception  of  the  issue  was  favorable,  certain  persons  later  criti¬ 
cized  the  initials  of  Victor  David  Brenner  as  being  too  prominent  on  the  reverse.  It  was 
felt  that  this  was  too  much  of  an  "advertisement"  and  should  not  appear  on  American 
coinage,  especially  if  the  engraver  was  not  a  Mint  employee  but,  rather,  a  private  individual 
(as  was  the  case  with  this  issue). 

The  initials  were  later  removed,  but  not  before  27,995,000  were  struck  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint,  and  484,000  at  San  Francisco. 


210  1909  Proof-65.  Outstanding  eye  appeal.  Sharply  struck.  Blazing  gold¬ 
en  brilliance,  with  just  a  whisper  of  light  orange  toning.  A  small 
carbon  spot  is  noted  on  the  reverse  near  the  letter  T  in  CENT. 

211  1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  to  67.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance  and  lustre. 
Exceptional  eye  appeal.  Beautiful  golden  orange  toning. 

212  1909-S  MS-64.  Deep  golden  surfaces  with  a  trace  of  light  toning. 
Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous. 

Purchased  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  by  Albert  Holden. 


205  Large  offering  of  Lincoln  cents:  1909  V.D.B.  MS-63/60,  glossy  brown; 
two  pieces  1909  Plain,  one  MS-64,  the  other  MS-63.  Both  have  gold¬ 
en  orange  iridescence  over  fully  lustrous  surfaces;  two  pieces  1909-S. 
One  MS-60  to  63,  the  other  MS-60;  1910  MS-63.  Gorgeous  full  mint 
brilliance.  Toned  golden  orange;  two  pieces  1910-S  MS-63.  One  with 
a  fingerprint  on  the  obverse,  the  other  Ex.  Morgenthau,  Septem¬ 
ber  1935;  two  pieces  1911.  One  MS-64.  Full  mint  red,  the  other 
MS-63;  1912  MS-63  (Ex.  Morgenthau,  September  1935).  (Total:  11 
pieces) 


213  1910  Matte  Proof-65  to  67.  Just  a  whisper  from  full  Proof-67  status. 
Blazing  brilliance.  Attractive  red  and  golden  surfaces.  Very  sharp¬ 
ly  struck.  Just  2,405  Proofs  were  struck. 

In  1909  the  Philadelphia  Mint  discarded  the  "brilliant"  Proof  format  and  replaced  it 
with  a  Matte  Proof  finish  earlier  used  by  the  Paris  Mint  for  many  years.  Cents  with  this 
finish  had  a  slightly  grainy  surface  and  did  not  display  lustre.  The  method  was  used 
to  highlight  the  design  features. 

Although  this  method  of  manufacture  was  extremely  popular  in  France,  the  Matte  Proof 
finish  met  disapproval  in  America  and  was  discontinued  in  1916.  When  Proof  cents  were 
again  struck  in  1936,  the  mirrorlike  style  was  resumed. 
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214  1911  Matte  Proof-65.  Here  is  a  piece  featuring  beautiful  mint  red 
surfaces  with  a  trace  of  iridescent  toning  and  superb  eye  appeal. 
Exceptional  quality  and  strike  characterizes  this  scarce  Proof  issue 
of  which  just  1,733  pieces  were  struck. 

Purchased  directly  from  the  Mint  by  Albert  Holden. 

215  1911-D  MS-63.  Glossy  red  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  carbon  spot  on  Lin¬ 
coln's  neck. 

Purchased  from  J.C.  Morgenthau,  September  1935,  possibly  earlier  from 
the  Harrie  B.  Price  Collection. 

216  1911-S  MS-60  to  63.  Attractive  brown  and  red  surfaces  toned  with 
lilac  iridescence.  Superb  strike. 

Purchased  from  J.C.  Morgenthau,  September  1935,  possibly  earlier  from 
the  Harrie  B.  Price  Collection. 

217  1912  Proof-60.  Attractive  magenta  and  heather  iridescence  over  gold¬ 
en  orange  surfaces.  Lightly  dipped  at  one  time. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  April  20,  1953 

218  Nice  offering  of  various  date  Lincoln  cents:  1912  MS-63,  slight  ob¬ 
verse  planchet  marks;  1912-D  MS-60  (Morgenthau,  September 
1935);  1913  MS-63.  Glossy  red  and  magenta  surfaces;  1913-D  MS-60 
to  63,  spotted;  1914  MS-63.  Fully  brilliant  and  lustrous;  1915  MS-60 
to  63.  Lustrous  with  attractive  light  iridescent  toning;  1915-D  MS-60 
(Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1916  MS-63.  Well  struck.  Carbon 
spot  at  the  back  of  Lincoln's  head  (Morgenthau,  September  1935); 
1916-D  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  light  iridescent  toning  (Morgenthau, 
September  1935);  1917  MS-64/63.  Blazing  golden  brilliance.  Light 
carbon  spotting;  1917-D  MS-60.  Attractive  violet  and  lilac  toning  over 
fully  lustrous  surfaces.  (Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1918  MS-63. 
Blazing  full  mint  brilliance.  Fiery  red  and  orange  surfaces;  1918-D 
MS-60.  Glossy  brown  surfaces  (Morgenthau,  September  1935); 
1919-D  MS-60.  Red  and  brown  lustre  (Morgenthau,  September 
1935);  1920-D  MS-60.  Subdued  natural  mint  lustre;  1926-D  MS-63. 
Brilliant  red  and  orange  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  light  iridescent  toning 
(Pukall,  November  3,  1953);  1928-D  MS-60  to  63.  Fiery  orange  lus¬ 
tre  (Forster);  1932  MS-63.  Satinlike  lustre.  Two  carbon  spots  noted- 
one  on  each  side;  1933  MS-60.  (Total:  19  pieces) 

219  1913  Matte  Proof-63.  Red-orange  surfaces  highlighted  by  light  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  Well  struck  with  sharply  squared  rims.  Nice  eye 
appeal.  A  thin  pin  scratch  is  evident  on  the  reverse  right  of  the  T 
in  CENT. 

220  Nice  starter  collection  of  early  Lincoln  cents.  The  following  pieces 
are  included:  1913-S  MS-60.  Glossy  golden  brown  surfaces  (Mor¬ 
genthau,  September  1935);  1915-S  MS-60.  Lustrous  with  iridescent 
toning.  Better  date  in  series  (Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1916-S 
MS-63.  Blazing  golden  brilliance.  Sharp  strike;  1917  MS-63.  Attrac¬ 
tive  golden  orange  surfaces;  1917-S  MS-60  (Foster,  February  5,  1953); 
1918  MS-63.  Glossy  golden  brown  and  fiery  orange  surfaces  (Mor¬ 
genthau,  September  1935);  1919  MS-63.  Blazing  golden  orange  bril¬ 
liance.  Nice  eye  appeal;  1920  MS-60  to  63.  Lustrous  (Morgenthau, 
September  1935);  1921  MS-60.  Gorgeous  violet  and  pale  orange  ton¬ 
ing  over  fully  lustrous  surfaces  (Morgenthau,  September  1935); 
1923- S  MS-60.  Scarce  and  important  date  in  series  (Morgenthau, 
September  1935);  1924  MS-60.  Carbon  spot  beneath  the  O  in  GOD. 
Fully  lustrous  (Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1926  MS-60.  Medi¬ 
um  brown,  glossy  surfaces  (Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1927-S 
MS-63.  Blazing  "mint  brilliance.  Fiery  golden  orange  surfaces.  An 
attractive  example  of  this  scarce  issue  (Pukall);  1928  MS-60.  Some¬ 
what  streaky  toning  over  golden  brown  surfaces  (Morgenthau,  Sep¬ 
tember  1935);  1928-S  MS-60.  Fiery  orange  iridescence;  1929  MS-63. 
Deep  violet,  lilac,  orange  and  golden  toning;  1929-D  MS-63.  Lus¬ 
trous  (purchased  August  18,  1952);  1929-S  MS-63/60.  Blazing  full 
mint  brilliance.  Some  spotting  on  the  reverse  keeps  this  from  full 
MS-63  classificiation  (purchased  August  18,  1952);  two  1930.  One 
MS-63/65.  Exceptional  eye  appeal.  Fully  brilliant;  the  other  MS-63. 
Lustrous  with  iridescent  toning;  1930-D  MS-63/60  (purchased 


August  18,  1952);  1930-S  MS-64.  Blazing  full  mint  lustre.  Few  small 
carbon  specks  on  the  obverse  (purchased  August  18,  1952);  1931 
MS-60.  Attractive  golden  orange  surfaces  (purchased  August  18, 
1952);  1931-D  MS-60.  Glossy  golden  brown  surfaces  with  pale  iri¬ 
descent  toning  (purchased  August  18,  1952);  1931-S  MS-63.  One 
of  the  key  dates  in  the  series.  Beautiful  golden  orange  iridescence 
(purchased  August  18,  1952);  1932  MS-63;  1932-D  MS-65/63.  Blaz¬ 
ing  full  mint  brilliance  (purchased  August  18,  1952);  1933  MS-65. 
Gorgeous  eye  appeal  (purchased  August  18,  1952);  1933-D  MS-64/63. 
Lustrous  (purchased  August  18,  1952).  (Total:  29  pieces) 

221  1914  MS-65.  Beautiful  full  mint  lustre.  Light  orange  surfaces.  Ex¬ 
tremely  nice  quality.  Elusive  in  this  high  state  of  preservation. 

222  1914  MS-63.  Lustrous  golden  orange  surfaces.  Nice  strike.  Toning 
spot  on  Lincoln's  eye. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau,  September  1935,  possibly  from  the  Harrie  B. 
Price  Collection  earlier. 


223  1914-D  MS-60/63.  Glossy  red  brown  surfaces.  Very  attractively  toned 
with  a  whisper  of  lilac  iridescence.  Nice  strike.  A  few  scattered  car¬ 
bon  spots  are  noted  on  the  obverse.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
Lincoln  series.  Extremely  difficult  to  locate  in  true  Mint  State 
classification. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau,  September  1935,  possibly  from  the  Harrie  B. 
Price  Collection  earlier. 

224  Offering  of  Mint  State  Lincoln  cents:  1914-S  MS-60.  Glossy  medi¬ 
um  brown  surfaces,  light  spotting  (from  Morgenthau,  September 
1935);  1917-D  MS-60  to  63.  Attractive  full  mint  lustre  toned  in  pale 
iridescence;  1918  MS-63.  Fiery  orange  lustre;  1918-D  MS-63/60.  Lus¬ 
trous;  1920  MS-64.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance;  1920-S  MS-63.  At¬ 
tractive  golden  orange  surfaces;  1922-D  MS-60.  Some  carbon  spots 
on  the  obverse  rim  and  also  under  the  last  2  in  the  date  (from  Mor¬ 
genthau,  September  1935);  1923  MS-63.  Exceptional  eye  appeal. 
Deep,  fiery  golden  orange  lustre;  two  pieces  1925.  One  MS-65  with 
full  mint  lustre  and  brilliance,  the  other  MS-64  with  deep  orange 
surfaces  (from  Morgenthau,  September  1935).  (Total:  10  pieces) 


225  1915  Matte  Proof-64.  Extremely  sharply  struck.  Brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  obverse  toning.  Scarce  Matte  Proof  issue,  with  a  mint¬ 
age  of  only  1,150  pieces  struck. 

Purchased  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  September  1934. 


226  1915  MS-65.  Exceptional  eye  appeal.  Beautiful  golden  and  pale  or¬ 
ange  surfaces  with  just  a  tinge  of  light  iridescent  toning.  Superb 
strike.  There  is  a  small  mark  in  the  field  directly  under  Lincoln's 
chin. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  April  20,  1953. 

The  following  item  is  taken  from  Dave  Bowers'  book,  United  States  Copper  Coins:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor: 

One  of  my  favorite  recollections  concerning  Lincoln  cents  of  the  first  decade 
of  production  concerns  a  situation  which  happened  around  1960.  At  a  sale  held 
by  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  New  York  City,  a  1915  Lincoln  cent, 
a  coin  which  at  the  time  was  no  more  significant  price-wise,  or  at  least  not  much 
more,  than  cents  of  1913  and  1914  (to  mention  just  two  examples)  appeared  in 
an  auction  sale.  Apparently  there  was  confusion  when  the  lot  came  up,  and 
the  coin  sold  for  several  times  the  current  valuation. 

1  remember  gasps  and  muted  conversations  in  the  audience.  Everyone  won¬ 
dered  what  happened.  Here  was  an  ostensibly  common  inexpensive  coin  that 
two  experienced  collectors  were  enthusiastically  competing  for.  Perhaps  they 
knew  some  "secret"  not  disclosed  to  the  rest  of  the  audience.  It  later  developed 
that  both  bidders  believed  that  they  were  competing  for  a  different  lot  As  the 
errror  was  not  discovered  until  later  and  was  not  announced  at  the  sale,  the 
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new  auction  record  was  accepted  as  gospel  by  those  who  read  about  it,  and 
before  long  the  price  of  all  1915  Lincoln  cents  in  Uncirculated  grade  had  risen 
sharply!  All  of  a  sudden  the  1915  became  much  more  expensive  than  1913,  1914, 
and  its  other  contemporaries. 

227  1916  MS-64.  Exceptionally  well  struck.  Beautiful  full  mint  brilliance 
and  lustre.  Attractive  light  golden  and  orange  surfaces. 

228  1916  MS-64/65.  Blazing  brilliance.  Beautiful  orange  surfaces.  The 
reverse  is  lightly  toned  in  iridescent  hues. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  April  20,  1953. 

229  1917  MS-64.  Highly  reflective  surfaces  toned  violet,  lilac,  and  or¬ 
ange.  Sharp  strike.  There  is  a  small  toning  spot  in  the  obverse  field 
in  front  of  Lincoln's  nose. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau,  September  1935,  possibly  from  the  Harrie  B. 
Price  Collection  earlier. 

230  Nearly  complete  set  of  Lincoln  cents  from  1934  through  1982-S. 
Grading  MS-63  to  67  and  Proof-63  to  67,  with  a  few  of  the  Proofs 
showing  beautiful  cameo  contrast.  Examples  of  every  date  and  mint 
except  for  1974  PDS,  1976  PDS,  1980-S,  and  1982  P  and  D.  There 
are  no  Doubled  Die  issues  in  the  offering.  An  exceptional  offering 
of  the  highest  quality  and  superb  eye  appeal.  (Total:  124  pieces) 

231  Collection  of  Lincoln  cents  from  1936  through  1982.  All  coins  grade 
MS-63  or  finer  unless  otherwise  noted.  The  following  dates  are  con¬ 
tained,  with  some  duplicates.  There  are  no  Doubled  Die  issues: 
1936;  two  1937;  two  1938  (one  Proof-63);  two  1939  (one  Proof-63); 
two  1940  (one  Proof-63);  two  1941  (one  Proof-60);  two  1942  (one 
F-12);  1944;  two  1944-S  (one  EF-40);  1949;  two  1950  (one  Proof-63); 
1951;  1951-D;  three  1952;  four  1952-D  (one  AU-55);  1952-S;  two  1953; 
three  1954;  two  1954-D;  two  1954-S;  seven  1955  (four  Proof-65); 
1955-D;  two  1955-S;  five  1956  (three  Proof-65);  1956-D;  two  1957; 
1957-D;  four  1958  (one  MS-60);  three  1958-D  (two  MS-60);  three 
1959  (all  three  Proof-65);  1959-D;  two  1960  Large  Date  (one  Proof-65); 
two  1961  (one  Proof-65);  three  1962  (two  Proof-65);  three  1963  (one 
Proof-65);  1963-D;  four  1964  (one  Proof-65);  two  1964-D;  1965;  four 
1966;  1967;  1968-D;  1969;  1969-S;  1970;  1970-S  Large  Date;  two  1971-S 
(one  Proof-65);  1972-S;  1973-S;  1974;  1974-D;  two  1974-S  (one 
Proof-65);  1978;  1978-D;  1979;  1979-D;  1981-S  (Proof-65);  1982-S 
(Proof-65).  (Total:  112  pieces) 


Starter  Collection  of  Small  Cents 


232  Diverse  offering  of  miscellaneous  Flying  Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lin¬ 
coln  cents.  An  impressive  starter  collection.  The  following  issues 
are  included:  two  1857  Flying  Eagles.  One  VF-30  to  EF40,  the  oth¬ 
er  VF-30.  Both  have  golden  surfaces  and  pale  gray  toning  around 
the  devices  and  peripheries;  1858  Flying  Eagle.  Small  Letters.  VF-20. 
Attractive  pale  orange  toning;  1859  Indian.  AU-50.  Mint  lustre  visible 
in  protected  areas.  A  nice  example  of  this  scarce  and  popular  is¬ 
sue;  1860  AU-50.  Golden  surfaces;  1861  VG-8.  Scarce  issue.  Pin 
scratch  on  reverse;  1862  EF-45;  two  pieces  1864  CN.  One  EF-45,  the 
other  G-4;  two  pieces  1864  Bronze,  No  "L"  on  ribbon.  One  AU-50, 
much  mint  lustre  remains,  the  other  VG-8;  two  1864-L  Bronze.  One 
AU-55,  exceptional  eye  appeal.  Light  golden  orange  surfaces  high¬ 
lighted  by  pale  iridescent  toning.  Generous  amounts  of  original  mint 
lustre.  The  other  EF-45,  medium  brown  surfaces  (purchased  from 
Bolender,  June  29,  1935);  1865  AU-50;  1866  AU-55.  Attractive  lilac 
and  magenta  toning;  1869  AU-50;  1871  F-12.  Scarce  issue.  Glossy 
brown  lustre;  1873  Open  3.  AU-50;  1878  AU-55.  This  piece  has  the 
lustre  and  eye  appeal  of  an  MS-63  coin;  1881  G-4;  1883  AU-55.  Su¬ 
perb  eye  appeal;  two  pieces  1884.  One  G-4,  corroded,  the  other 
AG-3;  1885  EF-40;  1886  AU-55;  1887  AU-55;  two  pieces  1888.  One 
AU-55,  the  other  AU-50  with  some  spotting;  1890  VF-20;  two  pieces 
1892.  One  AU-50,  the  other  EF-45;  1893  EF-45;  1894  EF-40;  1895 
AU-55.  Much  mint  red  still  remains;  1896  AU-50;  1897  AU-50;  1898 
AU-50;  1899  AU-55.  Very  lustrous;  two  pieces  1900.  One  AU-55,  the 
other  AU-50.  Both  have  obverse  grafitti  in  the  fields;  1901  AU-55; 
1902  EF-45.  Traces  of  mint  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Attractive  light 
toning;  1903  EF-45;  1904  EF-45;  1905  AU-50;  two  pieces  1906.  One 
AU-50  and  lustrous,  the  other  G-4;  1907  AU-50;  two  pieces  1908. 
Both  AU-50  with  light  iridescent  toning;  1909  Lincoln.  MS-60.  Lus¬ 
trous  golden  brown  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal;  1909-S  Lincoln.  EF-45, 
light  reverse  digs  under  E  in  CENT;  1909  V.D.B.  AU-55;  1912-S 
AU-55.  Better  date.  Beautiful  glossy  brown  surfaces  highlighted  by 
light  lilac  and  rose  toning  (Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1913 
MS-60/63.  Obverse  mark  on  Lincoln's  cheek,  and  a  carbon  spot  on 
the  back  of  his  head  (Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1913-D  EF-40 
(Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1915-D  AU-55.  Attractive  red  and 
brown  surfaces  with  splashes  of  violet  toning;  1915-S  AU-50/55.  Bet¬ 
ter  date;  two  1916-S.  One  EF-45  with  glossy  brown  surfaces,  the 
other  EF-40  (Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1917-S  MS-60.  Obverse 
pinched  on  the  edge  at  9:00;  1918-S  EF-45  (Morgenthau,  Septem¬ 
ber  1935);  1919  EF-40;  1919-S  AU-50,  cleaned;  1920-S  VD20  (Mor¬ 
genthau,  September  1935);  1921-S  AU-55.  Golden  surfaces  with 
traces  of  toning.  Elusive  issue  (Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1923 
MS-60.  A  few  carbon  spots  visible  near  rim  (Morgenthau,  Septem¬ 
ber  1935);  1924-D  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  attractive  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Very  scarce  issue  (Morgenthau,  September  1935);  1924-S  AU-55. 
Nice  eye  appeal.  Attractive  golden  orange  and  brown  surfaces  (Mor¬ 
genthau,  September  1935);  1925-D  AU-55  (Morgenthau,  Septem¬ 
ber  1935);  1925-S  AU-55;  1926-S  AU-50.  Light  golden  brown  sur¬ 
faces  (purchased  from  Heller,  March  9,  1953);  1927  EF-45;  1927-D 
AU-55.  Attractive  pale  iridescent  toning;  1929  EF-45,  cleaned.  These 
are  duplicate  coins  acquired  many  years  ago.  (Total:  75  pieces) 


-  113  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Tivo-Cent  Pieces 


Two-Cent  Pieces 


Exceedingly  Rare  Proof 


1864  Small  Motto  Two-Cent  Piece 


233  1864  Small  Motto.  Proof-64  to  65.  Possibly  the  second  finest  of  fewer 
than  two  dozen  known  specimens.  A  breathtakingly  beautiful  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  exceedingly  rare  Proof  issue.  Deep  mirrored  surfaces 
beneath  magnificent  magenta,  fiery  orange,  and  indigo  blue  ton¬ 
ing.  Razor  sharp  strike.  Virtually  immaculate  surfaces.  The  only 
mark  visible,  (and  at  that,  only  when  under  magnification),  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  last  leaf  on  the  obverse  on  the  righthand  side.  This 
piece  is  completely  free  of  carbon  spots,  irregular  toning,  or  any 
other  detracting  problems.  A  simply  superb  specimen  with  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal.  A  prize  for  the  connoisseur. 

It  is  believed  that  fewer  than  a  dozen  known  specimens  exist  of 
this  Small  Motto  issue  in  Proof.  Walter  Breen  states  in  his  refer¬ 
ence,  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Colonial  and  Proof  Coins,  1722-1977, 
"Mintage  unknown.  Thought  to  have  formed  an  extremely  small 
percentage  of  the  100  Proofs  issued  in  July  1864,  but  more  likely 
to  have  been  made  in  infinitesimal  quantity  (on  the  order  of  mag¬ 
nitude  of  a  dozen  or  15  pieces?)  in  late  April,  outside  the  normal 
issue  of  Proof  sets." 

Purchased  from  David  S.  Proskey  circa  1908-1910. 

The  Act  of  April  22,  1864  provided  for  the  mintage  and  distribution  of  bronze  two-cent 
pieces  The  first  regular  issue  pieces  struck  bore  the  inscription  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
on  the  obverse  The  two-cent  piece  was  the  first  circulating  United  States  issue  bearing 
this  motto. 


Two-cent  pieces  of  1864  come  in  two  varieties,  the  scarce  Small  Motto  type  and  the 
more  common  Large  Motto  issue. 

The  Small  Motto  issue  is  easily  distinguished  by  two  characteristics:  The  stem  to  leaf 
beneath  the  scroll  on  the  obverse  shows  plainly,  and  the  first  T  in  TRUST  clearly  touches 
the  ribbon  crease  on  the  left.  Several  different  pattern  issues  of  the  two-cent  piece  were 
created  many  years  prior  to  the  actual  mintage  of  regular  issue  pieces  in  1864. 

Christian  Gobrecht,  the  designer  who  eventually  gained  acclaim  through  his  design 
of  the  silver  dollars  of  the  1836-1839  period,  was  one  of  the  first  to  create  patterns  for 
this  denomination.  His  pattern  issue  consisted  of  a  small  eagle  with  wings  spread  standing 
on  a  cloud  on  the  obverse  (similiar  to  the  motif  used  decades  earlier  for  the  reverse  of 
the  1796  quarter  dollar  and  other  coins).  The  reverse  motif  was  a  simple  wreath  with 
the  denomination  in  the  center. 

Although  many  patterns  of  the  two-cent  denomination  were  made  in  different  metal 
compositions  and  varieties,  the  idea  went  no  further  and  was  all  but  forgotten  until  1863. 

In  December  1863,  James  Pollock,  then  director  of  the  Mint,  wrote  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Treasury  proposing  coinage  of  the  two-cent  denomination.  Several  different  patterns 
were  created  in  1863,  including  issues  with  the  head  of  President  George  Washington 
and  the  mottos  GOD  AND  OUR  COUNTRY,  GOD  OUR  TRUST,  and  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST. 

James  B.  Longacre's  design  was  finally  chosen  for  regular  circulation  issues.  The  de¬ 
sign  featured  a  shield  on  the  obverse  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  a  ribbon 
above.  The  reverse  is  a  simple  wreath  surrounding  the  numeral  2. 

The  two-cent  issue  was  coined  from  1864  through  1873  with  over  19  million  pieces  struck 
the  first  year.  Mintage  decreased  dramatically  the  following  year  as  interest  waned,  and 
in  1866  just  over  3  million  pieces  were  struck.  A  steady,  sharp  decline  in  production  of 
pieces  continued  until  the  design  was  eventually  discontinued  in  1873 
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Gem  Proof  1864  Large  Motto  2c 


234  1864  Large  Motto.  Proof-65.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance  toned  fiery 
golden  orange.  Superb  eye  appeal.  Exceptional  strike.  A  minute 
mark  is  noted  near  the  fourth  stripe  in  the  shield  for  technical  pur¬ 
poses.  Extremely  scarce  with  a  total  Proof  mintage  of  100  or  slight¬ 
ly  more  pieces  struck.  A  prize  for  the  specialist. 

235  1864  Large  Motto.  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  attractive  golden  brown 
and  orange  surfaces.  There  is  a  small  mark  above  the  S  in  CENTS 
on  the  reverse.  Nice  strike. 


Gem  Proof  1868  2c 


241  1868  Proof-65/64.  Brilliant  golden  fields  complement  frosty  devices. 
Hints  of  light  violet  and  electric  blue  toning  on  the  central  obverse 
device. 

Possibly  purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L. 
Elder,  October  5,  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1869  2c 


Gem  Proof  1865  2c 


236  1865  Proof-65.  Highly  reflective  fields  surround  frosty  orange 
devices.  A  well  struck  coin,  free  of  detracting  carbon  spots  and  un¬ 
even  toning.  Nice  eye  appeal.  Just  over  500  Proofs  were  struck.  This 
is  a  nice  example  for  a  type  set. 

237  1865  MS-64  to  65.  Beautiful  golden  mint  lustre.  Later  die  state  evi¬ 
denced  by  light  cracks  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  An  attractive, 
well-struck  example  of  the  issue. 

238  Half  dozen  consecutive  date  two-cent  pieces:  1865  VF-20;  1866 
AU-55.  Mint  lustre  visible  in  protected  areas;  1867  AU-50.  Golden 
lustre;  1868  EF-40;  1869  VF-20.  Light  iridescent  toning;  1870  AU-50. 
Fiery  orange  lustre.  Some  weakness  in  strike.  A  nice  starter  group. 
(Total:  6  pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1866  2c 


239  1866  Proof-65.  Exceptional  eye  appeal.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance 
highlighted  by  light  golden  and  tangerine  toning.  Very  sharply 
struck.  Superb  quality. 

Purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1908. 

240  1867  Proof-65/63.  Breathtaking  golden  brilliance.  Exceptional  strike. 
Evidence  of  hairlines  on  the  reverse  keeps  this  piece  from  full 
Proof-65  status  overall.  Nice  eye  appeal. 

Possibly  purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L. 
Elder,  October  5,  1908. 


242  1869  Proof-64.  The  coin  has  deep  golden  orange  surfaces  with  a 
‘whisper  of  light  magenta  toning,  and  a  needle-sharp  strike.  There 
are  no  detracting  carbon  spots.  A  prize  piece  with  nice  eye  appeal. 
Just  over  600  Proofs  were  struck. 

Possibly  purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L. 
Elder,  October  5,  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1870  2c 


243  1870  Proof-64.  Golden  brilliance.  A  coin  with  highly  reflective  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  minute  carbon  flecks  are  near  the  date  on  the  obverse. 

Possibly  purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L. 
Elder,  October  5,  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1871  2c 


244  1871  Proof-65.  Attractive  golden  and  rose  iridescence  highlights  deep 
mirrorlike  surfaces  on  this  well  struck  coin.  A  small  carbon  spot 
is  noted  near  the  bottom  of  the  shield  on  the  obverse.  This  is  a  hand¬ 
some  piece  for  a  high-quality  set. 

Possibly  purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L. 
Elder,  October  5,  1908. 
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Gem  Proof  1872  2c 


245  1872  Proof-65.  Striking  full  mint  brilliance.  Highly  reflective  gold¬ 
en  surfaces  toned  in  pale  gray  hues.  Superb  quality. 


Rare  1873  Proof  Two-Cent  Piece 


246  1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65.  Breathtakingly  beautiful  golden  orange  ir¬ 
idescence  enhances  deep  mirrored  fields  on  this  gem  coin.  The  piece 
is  exceptionally  well  struck  and  is  extremely  well  preserved  with 
no  carbon  spotting  or  irregular  toning.  Here  is  an  exquisite  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  rare  Proof-only  issue. 

The  two-cent  denomination,  the  Mint  produced  Proof-only  issues  of  the  1873  Closed 
3  issuefor  inclusion  in  sets  distributed  to  collectors  that  year. 


Nickel  Three-Cent 
Pieces 


247  Useful  assortment  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces:  1865  Proof-60  to  63. 
Highly  reflective  surfaces.  Some  light  carbon  specks;  1867  Proof-60 
to  63.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance.  Light  carbon  flecks  (David  S.  Wil¬ 
son  Sale);  1868  Proof-60.  Brilliant  with  frosty  devices.  Some  light 
carbon  spotting  (David  S.  Wilson  Sale);  two  pieces  1870.  One 
Proof-60  (David  S.  Wilson  Sale),  the  other  AU-55,  lustrous;  1872 
MS-63.  Lustrous  with  some  spotting;  1873  Closed  3.  Proof-63.  At¬ 
tractive  frosted  devices  surrounded  by  mirrored  surfaces.  Some  light 
spotting;  1874  AU-55.  Nice  eye  appeal;  1875  AU-55.  Brilliant  and 
attractive,  very  close  to  Mint  State;  1876  MS-60.  Subdued  natural 
mint  lustre;  1881  Proof-63.  Brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning.  Light  carbon  flecks.  (Total:  11  pieces) 


248  1866  Proof-63.  Fully  brilliant  with  frosted  devices.  Well  struck.  A 
couple  of  minute  carbon  flecks  are  noted. 

Possibly  purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L. 
Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

The  nickel  three-cent  pieces  were  made  for  several  reasons: 

In  1865  when  they  were  first  issued,  the  Civil  War  had  ended,  but  the  public  was  still 
hoarding  silver  coins.  The  three-cent  piece  was  intended  to  provide  a  medium  of  ex¬ 
change.  As  they  were  made  of  nickel  alloy,  they  were  not  intrinsically  valuable,  and  thus 
were  not  a  candidate  for  hoarding. 

The  three-cent  piece  was  also  issued  to  provide  a  convenient  method  for  buying  three- 
cent  postage  stamps. 

First  minted  in  1865,  they  were  issued  through  1889.  Over  11  million  pieces  were  struck 
in  1865,  but  the  design  proved  unpopular  with  the  public,  and  mintage  figures  decreased 
dramatically  in  the  following  years,  except  for  1881  when  the  figure  was  over  one  million 
pieces  struck. 

249  1869  Proof-63.  Attractive  full  mint  frost  and  brilliance  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  champagne  toning.  Traces  of  light  hairlines  in  the  fields. 
Just  over  600  Proofs  were  struck. 

250  1871  Proof-63.  Blazing  brilliance.  Sharp  strike. 

Possibly  purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L. 
Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

251  1874  Proof-64.  Gorgeous  satinlike  surfaces.  This  coin  has  full  origi¬ 
nal  mint  brilliance  and  lustre  and  possesses  extremely  nice  eye 
appeal. 


Key  1877  3c  Piece 


252  1877  Proof-60/63.  Lustrous  with  somewhat  brilliant  and  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  Light  golden  toning.  A  small  die  spur  is  on  the  inside  lower 
left  base  of  the  second  7.  Some  carbon  spotting  is  on  the  obverse. 
This  is  a  scarce  Proof-only  issue,  with  approximately  510  pieces 
struck. 


253  1878  Proof-63.  Subdued  full  mint  lustre.  Traces  of  light  spotting  on 
the  obverse  edge.  Scarce  Proof-only  issue.  A  mere  2,350  pieces  were 
struck. 


254  1879  Proof-63.  Blazing  brilliance.  Extremely  sharp  strike. 

Purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Oc¬ 
tober  5. 


255  1880  Proof-63.  Superb  satiny  surfaces  surround  frosted  devices.  A 
whisper  of  light  heather  and  golden  toning  adds  additional  eye 
appeal. 

Purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Oc¬ 
tober  5. 


256  1882  Proof-64.  Deeply  mirrored  surfaces  complement  satiny  devices. 
The  fields  show  a  hint  of  light  iridescent  toning.  Nice  strike. 


257  1883  Proof-63.  Beautiful  satinlike  lustre.  Two  small  carbon  spots  are 
on  the  obverse  and  reverse. 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Nickel  Three-Cent  Pieces,  Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces 


258  1884  Proof-63.  Blazing  full  mint  brilliance  and  lustre  lightly  toned 
in  pale  iridescence.  A  trace  of  light  carbon  flecks  can  be  seen  on 
the  obverse  and  reverse. 


259  1885  Proof-64.  Gorgeous  full  satinlike  lustre.  Brilliant  with  a  trace 
of  light  golden  toning.  There  is  a  small  planchet  defect  on  Liberty's 
throat. 

Purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Oc¬ 
tober  5. 


260  1886  Proof-64.  Beautiful  fully  lustrous  surfaces.  Satiny  fields.  Nice 
eye  appeal.  A  few  small  carbon  flecks  on  the  wreath  on  the  reverse. 
Elusive  Proof-only  issue.  Just  4,290  pieces  struck. 

Purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Oc¬ 
tober  5. 


Superb  1887/6  Proof  3c  Piece 


261  1887/6  Overdate.  Proof-64.  Superb  satiny  lustre.  Nice  strike.  Bold 
7  over  6  and  traces  of  apparent  repunching  of  the  188.  Evidently 
an  early  die  state,  as  the  overdate  and  repunching  is  very  sharp. 
Very  nice  eye  appeal.  The  right  reverse  field  shows  traces  of  die 
clashing.  A  superb  example  of  this  scarce  and  popular  variety. 
Purchased  from  Ben  Green,  November  3,  1909. 

The  1887/6  is  one  of  the  few  United  States  overdate  issues  to  exist  in  Proof  format. 


262  1887  MS-64/63.  Full  mint  lustre.  Attractive  satinlike  surfaces  light¬ 
ly  toned  in  golden  hues.  Extremely  elusive  issue  both  as  a  Proof 
and  business  strike.  Just  7,961  business  strikes  were  minted. 

Purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Oc¬ 
tober  5. 

263  1888  Proof-64.  Blazing  brilliance  surrounds  heavily  frosted  devices. 
Extremely  nice  eye  appeal.  Strong  strike.  Free  of  detracting  marks. 

Purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Oc¬ 
tober  5. 

264  1889  Proof-64.  Subdued  brilliance  and  lustre.  Light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Last  year  of  issue  for  the  nickel  three-cent  denomination. 
Scarce,  as  just  3,436  Proofs  were  struck. 

Purchased  from  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Oc¬ 
tober  5. 


Silver  Three-Cent 
Pieces 


Silver  three-cent  pieces  were  minted  continuously  from 
1851  to  1873.  The  Norweb  Collection  offers  specimens  of  ex¬ 
ceptional  quality. 


265  1851  MS-63  to  64.  Fully  lustrous  surfaces  toned  attractively  in  pale 
gray  and  light  iridescent  hues.  Some  areas  of  weakness  are  seen 
on  the  shield,  which  is  common  for  the  issue.  Popular  as  the  first 
year  of  type. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder. 

Silver  three-cent  pieces  coined  from  1851  through  1853  are  a  distinct  type  within  the 
series.  These  pieces  are  easily  distinguished  by  a  six-pointed  star  motif  on  the  obverse 
and  the  Roman  numeral  III  enclosed  by  an  ornamental  C-shaped  motif  on  the  reverse. 

The  standard  for  United  States  silver  coins  was  a  metal  alloy  consisting  of  nine  parts 
silver  and  one  part  copper,  but  the  composition  for  the  silver  three-cent  pieces  of  the 
years  1851-1853  was  7Vi  parts  silver  and  2'h  parts  copper.  The  copper  helped  to  add 
strength  to  the  metal.  The  composition  was  reverted  back  to  the  original  standard  after 
1853. 

266  Small  offering  of  silver  three-cent  pieces:  two  pieces  1851.  One 
grades  MS-60  and  has  frosty  lustre  with  mottled  toning.  There  is 
a  dig  in  the  right  reverse  field.  The  other  is  AU-50  to  55  with  proof¬ 
like  surfaces.  Described  as  a  Proof  years  ago  and  inventoried  as  such 
•in  the  Norweb  Collection;  1852  EF-45.  Attractively  toned  in  light 
iridescent  hues.  (Purchased  from  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.,  October 
26,  1908);  1854  AU-55,  prooflike;  1855  EF-40.  Lightly  toned.  (Pur¬ 
chased  from  October  26,  1908);  1856  AU-58.  Well  struck.  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  iridescent  toning;  1858  EF-40;  1860  EF-45;  1861 
Proof-60;  1862  AU-50.  Lightly  toned.  (Total:  10  pieces) 


267  1851-0  MS-63.  Very  satiny  full  mint  lustre.  Toned  in  mottled  light 
brown  and  golden  hues.  An  extremely  popular  issue  among 
collectors. 

Purchased  from  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.,  October  27,  1908. 

The  1851-0  is  the  only  silver  three-cent  issue  in  the  entire  series  that  was  struck  at 
a  branch  mint.  In  fact,  it  is  the  only  issue  of  a  denomination  less  five  cents  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  at  a  branch  mint  during  the  whole  19th  century! 

268  1853  MS-63.  Full  original  mint  lustre  lightly  toned  in  mottled  iri¬ 
descent  hues.  Very  sharply  struck. 

Purchased  from  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.,  October  26,  1908. 


269  1854  MS-65/63.  Fully  lustrous  surfaces  are  attractively  toned  in  sky 
blue  and  golden.  Superb  strike.  There  is  evidence  of  clashed  dies 
on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  A  small  scratch  is  on  the  reverse. 
Purchased  from  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.,  October  26,  1908. 


Bowers  ami  Merena  —  Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces 


Rare  Gem  Proof  1857  Silver  3c 


270  1857  Proof-64.  Deep  mirrored  surfaces  heavily  toned  gold,  indigo 
blue,  lime  green,  and  charcoal  gray.  Very,  sharply  struck.  Heavy 
die  polish  marks  are  visible  beneath  the  toning.  Probably  fewer 
than  20  Proofs  exist,  of  which  this  is  one  of  the  finest. 

Walter  Breen  in  his  reference.  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins 
1722-1977,  lists  12  specimens  known  to  him,  but  also  notes  that  in  all  probability  others 
survive. 


Gem  Proof  1859  Silver  3c 


272  1859  Proof-64.  Brilliant  surfaces  which  have  acquired  fiery  orange 
and  light  blue  toning  over  the  years.  This  coin  is  a  strong  strike 
with  just  the  faintest  hint  of  weakness  at  the  very  tip  of  the  shield. 
Heavily  clashed  dies  are  evident,  especially  on  the  reverse,  where 
the  lines  of  the  shield  motif  on  the  obverse  are  clearly  visible.  There 
is  a  small  mark  between  the  E  and  R  in  AMERICA  on  the  obverse. 

It  is  believed  that  fewer  than  100  pieces  were  struck,  and  prob¬ 
ably  no  more  than  50  or  so  examples  remain  today. 


Gem  Proof  1858  Silver  3c 


271  1858  Proof-64/65.  Frosty  lustre  toned  electric  blue,  fiery  orange  and 
rose.  There  is  a  hint  of  weakness  in  strike  on  the  bottom  left  of  the 
double  border  surrounding  the  star.  Fewer  than  50  coins  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  exist  today,  of  an  estimated  80  coined.  The  piece  offered 
above  is  a  beautiful,  original  coin  worthy  of  a  premium  price. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  L.  Elder. 


273  1860  Proof-64/63.  Subdued  full  mint  brilliance.  Toned  charcoal  gray 
and  gold.  Lightly  struck. 

From  the  fames  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

Of  the  original  1,000  Proofs  struck,  approximately  514  pieces  were  sold  in  sets,  and 
at  least  another  28  were  sold  individually.  The  rest  were  remelted. 


Gem  Proof  1861  Silver  3c 


274  1861  Proof-65.  Exceptional  quality.  Very  sharp  strike.  Pale  lime  green 
and  light  blue  toning.  A  coin  with  nice  eye  appeal. 

Although  1,000  Proofs  were  struck,  probably  fewer  than  41X1  of  the  original  pieces  is¬ 
sued  survive  today.  An  exceedingly  scarce  piece  in  Proof  classification. 
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275  1862  Proof-65/63.  Superb  strike.  Highly  reflective  surfaces  toned  at¬ 
tractive  electric  blue,  green,  and  gold.  Sharply  squared  edges.  Just 
550  Proofs  struck. 


Scarce  Proof  1863  Silver  3c 


276  1863  Proof-64.  Frosty  devices.  Surfaces  are  lustrous  with  mottled 
toning.  Die  polish  lines  are  visible  beneath  the  toning. 

From  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 


277  1863  Proof-63/60.  Subdued  natural  mint  brilliance  toned  in  deep 
charcoal  gray  and  iridescent  hues.  Sharply  squared  rims. 


Rare  Business  Strike  1864  Silver  3c 


279  1864  MS-64.  Gorgeous  satiny  lustre  complemented  by  electric  blue, 
magenta,  gold,  and  fiery  orange  toning  acquired  over  many  years. 
Superb  eye  appeal.  Rare  business  strike  issue,  much  rarer  than  its 
Proof  counterpart. 

The  following  catalogue  description  is  taken  from  a  New  Netherlands  sale  from  which 
Mrs.  Norweb  purchased  this  piece: 

1864.  Mostly  Brilliant  Unc.  With  full,  frosty  mint  lustre;  traces  of  delicate  ton¬ 
ing.  In  this  condition  extxremely  rare,  and  the  first  specimen  handled  by  us. 
Probably  struck  (with  the  RRR  Unc.  Half  Dime)  in  1865.  An  extraordinarily  im¬ 
portant  piece  for  the  specialist  who  considers  "Proofs"  artificial  anomalies. 


280  '1864  MS-60.  Attractive  medium  gray  surfaces.  Fully  lustrous.  Scarce 
business  strike  issue. 


Magnificent  1865  Proof-65  Silver  3c 


Gem  Proof  1864  Silver  3c 


281  1865  Proof-65.  Exceptional  eye  appeal.  This  piece  is  gorgeously  toned 
in  smoky  gray,  indigo  blue,  fiery  orange,  and  rose  toning.  The  coin 
is  superbly  struck.  An  interesting  die  break  is  visible  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  starting  from  the  rim  and  breaking  up  about  two  or  three 
milimeters  to  the  left  of  the  1  in  the  date.  Just  500  Proofs  were  struck. 


278  1864  Proof-65.  Heavily  frosted  devices  surrounded  by  highly  reflec¬ 
tive  fields.  Toned  with  mottled  iridescence.  Scarce  as  a  Proof  as 
just  460  pieces  were  struck. 
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Rare  Business  Strike  1865  3c 


282  1865  MS-63,  prooflike.  There  are  faint  traces  of  a  recut  5  in  the  date. 
The  coin  is  lustrous  with  mottled  iridescent  toning  and  is  sharply 
struck.  Some  evidence  of  clashed  dies  can  be  seen. 

The  following  description  is  taken  from  the  New  Netherlands  auction  catalogue: 
1865.  Date  recut,  the  5  particularly  so.  Brilliant,  early  impression  from  the 
dies;  not  a  Proof.  Minute  defect  or  so  upon  obv.  rim.  As  Uncirculated,  RRR. 

The  first  one  seen  by  us  in  other  than  Proof.  See  lot  513  (this  sale)  for  the  equal¬ 
ly  important  and  rare  1864  Trime  Uncirculated. 


Gem  Proof  1866  Silver  3c 


283  1866  Proof-64.  Needle-sharp  strike  with  squared  rims.  Attractive 
light  iridescent  toning  enhances  mirrored  surfaces.  Frosted  devices. 
From  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 


285  1867  Proof-64.  Deeply  mirrored  surfaces  gorgeously  toned  in  peach, 
sky  blue,  and  rose  iridescence.  Nice  eye  appeal.  Well  struck. 

From  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

286  1867  Proof-63/64.  Lustrous  with  deep  green,  blue,  and  magenta  ton¬ 
ing.  Strong  strike. 


Gem  Proof  1868  Silver  3c 


287  1868  Proof-65/64.  Heavily  frosted  devices  are  enhanced  by  attrac¬ 
tive  light  iridescent  toning  and  reflective  surfaces.  This  coin  has 
nice  eye  appeal. 

From  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 


288  1868  Proof-63.  Well  struck.  Attractive  bluish  green  iridescence.  Fully 
lustrous.  A  carbon  spot  is  noted  on  the  reverse. 


284  1866  Proof-63.  Lustrous  with  attractive  gunmetal  blue  toning.  Slight¬ 
ly  bent  planchet.  Sharply  squared  rims. 
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Elusive  1869  Proof  Silver  3c 


289  1869  Proof-64.  Gorgeous  lime  green,  light  blue,  and  pale  orange 
toning  highlights  brilliant,  reflective  surfaces.  Extremely  attractive. 
Some  trivial  hairlines  keep  this  from  the  Proof-65  class.  A  mere 
600  Proofs  were  struck  of  this  issue. 


Gem  Proof  Proof-65  1872  3c 


295  1872  Proof-65.  Blazing  mint  brilliance.  Highly  reflective  surfaces  light¬ 
ly  toned  in  golden,  light  green,  electric  blue,  and  magenta  hues. 
Well  struck.  There  is  a  small  planchet  flaw  near  T  in  STATES.  Traces 
of  die  polish  lines  are  on  the  reverse.  Struck  from  clashed  dies. 
Scarce  this  nice.  One  of  the  very  finest  in  existence. 


290  1869  Proof-63.  Subdued  mint  lustre.  Toned  gunmetal  blue  and  pale 
gray. 


296  1872  MS-60/63,  prooflike.  Subdued  mint  lustre  toned  gunmetal  blue. 
Extremely  scarce  business  strike  issue  of  which  just  1,000  pieces 
were  struck. 


Gem  Proof  1870  Silver  3c 


291  1870  Proof-65.  Frosty  devices.  Mottled  iridescent  toning  acquired 
over  many  years.  Mirrored  surfaces.  Extremely  sharp  strike. 
From  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 


292  1870  Proof-60.  Charcoal  gray  toning. 


293  1871  Proof-63.  Blazing  mint  brilliance  toned  in  iridescent  hues.  A 
few  scattered  marks  can  be  seen  under  magnification,  but  nothing 
appears  to  be  signifcant. 

From  the  James  B.  Wilson  Sale  held  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  October  5,  1908. 

294  1871  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Satiny  surfaces  toned  blue-green.  Small  pin 
scratch  through  III  on  reverse. 


Rare  1873  Closed  3  Proof  3c 


297  1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  to  65.  Rare  Proof-only  date.  Deep  gunmet¬ 
al  blue  and  pale  silver  toning.  Highly  reflective  surfaces.  Full  original 
mint  lustre.  Razor  sharp  strike.  Superb  eye  appeal. 

Last  year  of  issue  for  the  silver  three-cent  denomination.  The  1873 
Closed  3  silver  three-cent  piece  was  struck  only  as  a  Proof,  and 
just  600  pieces  were  minted. 


298  1873  Closed  3.  Proof-60  to  63.  Smoky  gray  toning  over  reflective  sur¬ 
faces.  Popular  as  the  last  year  of  type. 
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Half  Dimes 


Superb  1794  V-2  Half  Dime 


299  1794  Valentine-2  MS-64.  Rarity-4.  Among  the  finest  known  of  this 
variety,  a  prize  specimen.  Very  typical  softness  at  the  base  of 
Liberty's  curls  and  the  corresponding  portion  of  the  reverse  (the 
eagle's  right  wing).  Toned  on  both  sides  in  iridescent  pink  and  pale 
blue.  There  is  a  minor,  old  obverse  scratch  on  Liberty's  chin  which 
has  since  toned.  No  signs  of  adjustment  marks,  or  other  produc¬ 
tion  flaws  appear.  Not  as  sharp  as  the  Valentine  plate  coin  (possi¬ 
bly  the  finest  known),  but  superior  to  the  Stack's/Robison:  807  speci¬ 
men.  Valentine-2  appears  much  less  frequently  in  auction  sales  than 
the  usually  encountered  Valentine-4. 

From  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  June  10,  1953. 

Although  dated  1794,  modern  scholarship  suggests  that  both  the  1794-  and  1795-dated 
half  dimes  were  struck  after  February  9,  1795,  when  the  Mint's  new  rollers  for  the  sub¬ 
sidiary  silver  coinage  were  in  place.  The  obverse  design  is  by  Robert  Scot,  and  mirrors 
the  type  of  the  half  dollar  and  dollar  denominations.  The  1794  half  dime  is  the  first  offi¬ 
cial  issue  of  the  denomination  actually  struck  at  the  Mint,  the  1792  half  disme  was  pro¬ 
duced  elsewhere  in  Philadelphia,  as  the  Mint  was  not  yet  ready. 

Rarity  ratings  have  been  taken  from  Jules  Reiver's  Variety  Identification  Manual  for  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Half  Dimes  1794-1837. 


Rare  1795  V-2A  Half  Dime 


300  1795  V-2  A  MS-63.  Rarity-7.  Better  struck  than  most,  with  only  slight 
softening  of  the  lower  curls  on  the  obverse  and  virtually  complete 
breast  feather  details  on  the  reverse.  Faint  adjustment  marks  can 
be  seen  running  from  the  first  through  fifth  stars  and  reaching  to 
the  rim.  The  centers  of  both  surfaces  are  bright  golden  brown,  with 
bright  iridescent  blue  highlights  around  the  rim.  Slight  area  of  weak¬ 
ness  on  the  reverse  rim,  from  7:00  to  10:00  o'clock,  a  result  of  the 
adjustment  marks  on  the  obverse  absorbing  metal  flow  during 
striking. 

Obtained  from  Richard  Picker,  date  unknown. 

Of  the  10  varieties  of  the  1795  half  dime,  only  three  can  really  be  considered  collecti¬ 
ble  (V-4,  5,  and  6).  V-l  is  scarce,  while  the  remainder,  V-2,  3,  7-10  are  all  Rarity-7  (on  the 
Sheldon  scale,  fewer  than  12  known). 

V-2A  is  immediately  distinguishable  by  the  obverse  die  break,  which  runs  from  the 
rim,  through  the  descender  of  R,  and  reaches  down  through  Liberty's  hair  to  the  lower 
curls. 
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Very  Sharp  1795  V-4 


301  1795  V-4  MS-63.  Rarity-4.  An  outstandingly  sharp  specimen  of  the 
half  dime  of  this  year,  with  full  obverse  curl  detail.  The  stars  are 
sharply  outlined,  and  the  letters  in  LIBERTY  are  complete.  Faint 
doubling  can  be  seen  in  LIBERTY  and  1795.  Reverse  eagle  detail 
sharp,  as  well,  with  breast  feathers  visible  under  magnification.  Par¬ 
tially  reflective  surfaces,  lending  a  prooflike  appearance  to  the  piece. 
Undoubtedly  struck  from  fresh  dies,  which  had  not  become  worn 
through  use.  Later  in  this  marriage  the  obverse  cracked  above  TY. 

A  small  group  of  Uncirculated  1795  V-4  half  dimes  was  preserved  until  the  1880s,  when 
it  was  dispersed.  The  outstanding  condition  of  this  piece  suggests  that  it  may  have  been 
one  of  those. 


1796  V-l  Half  Dime 


302  1796  V-l.  AU-50.  Rarity-1.  Near  Condition  Census.  Struck  from  se¬ 
verely  clashed  dies.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  pale  golden  gray. 
Y  repunched:  first  punched  into  the  die  low  and  leaning  right,  cor¬ 
rected  by  repunching  higher  and  to  the  left. 

This  is  a  high-grade  specimen  of  the  Perfect  Date  variety  of  the  year.  The  lower  loop 
of  B  is  broken,  and  its  upper  loop  is  attenuated.  A  small  die  break  may  be  seen  within 
the  upper  loop  of  this  letter.  In  a  later  die  state,  this  letter  fills,  creating  the  popular 
LIKERTY  variety  of  the  year.  V-l  is  extremely  rare  in  MS-60  condition.  For  an  earlier  state 
of  these  dies,  see  the  next  lot. 

Robert  Scot's  original  design  for  the  silver  coinage,  as  seen  on  the  half  dimes  of  1794 
and  1795,  was  changed  in  1796,  introducing  a  new  type  to  the  coinage.  Based  upon  de¬ 
signs  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  the  strongly  republican  spirit  found  in  Scot's  rendition  of  Liber¬ 
ty  on  the  obverse  was  altered  to  reflect  a  more  sophisticated  aesthetic  style.  On  Stuart's 
redesign,  Liberty's  hair  was  shown  bound  by  a  ribbon,  with  only  the  lowest  curls  flow¬ 
ing  freely.  In  addition,  her  portrait  was  extended  to  include  the  bustline,  draped  in  the 
style  we  call  "Empire."  The  reverse  design  was  subtly  altered,  with  the  right  arm  of  the 
wreath  encircling  the  eagle  changed  from  olive  to  palm  leaves. 
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1796  Recut  6  V-l  Half  Dime 


303  1796  V-l.  EF-45.  Rarity-4.  Pale  silver  gray,  without  other  traces  of 
toning.  An  early  state  of  both  obverse  and  reverse  dies.  Distinct 
recutting  can  be  seen  beneath  the  final  numeral  of  the  date;  and 
the  break  between  TA  on  the  reverse  is  in  a  less  advanced  stage 
of  development  than  seen  on  the  preceding  specimen. 

Obtained  from  David  Bullowa  as  a  1796/5  overdate,  August  6,  1953. 

There  is  some  confusion  as  to  the  proper  identification  of  the  1796  Recut  Date  as  com¬ 
pared  to  the  1796/5  true  overdate.  A  specimen  of  the  overdate  appears  in  the  next  lot, 
and  a  comparison  of  that  coin  with  this  is  instructive.  On  the  1796  recut  date  variety, 
the  tip  of  the  1  in  the  date  is  embedded  in  Liberty's  curl.  The  first  star  touches  the  adja¬ 
cent  curl,  and  the  15th  star  just  touches  Liberty's  drapery.  On  the  reverse,  the  first  outer 
berry  on  the  left  is  beneath  the  upright  of  D.  On  the  true  overdate,  the  numeral  1  is  dis¬ 
tant  from  the  curl,  the  first  star  does  not  touch,  nor  does  the  15th  star  touch  Liberty's 
drapery.  On  the  reverse  of  the  true  overdate,  the  first  outer  berry  on  the  left  wreath  is 
beneath  the  space  between  NI,  while  the  second  is  just  under  the  right  edge  of  the  low¬ 
er  crossbar  of  the  E. 

As  there  are  only  two  varieties  of  the  1796  half  dime  thus  far  identified,  all  specimens 
of  V-l  are  of  the  1796/6  Re-engraved  Date  variety.  As  these  dies  wore,  the  recutting  of 
the  final  numeral  in  the  date  became  less  and  less  distinct.  The  Guide  Book  listings  for 
the  17%  are  somewhat  misleading,  as  there  is  no  true  "Normal  Date"  variety  of  this  year. 
The  1796  LIKERTY  variety  listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  is  actually  a  subspecies  of  the  1796/6 
Recut  Date  variety,  the  curious  spelling  being  solely  a  result  of  a  die  break  in  the  B  of 
that  word. 


Uncirculated  1796/5  Half  Dime 


304  1796/5  Overdate  V-2.  MS-60.  Rarity-5.  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
this  scarcer  variety,  certainly  among  the  finest  known  to  survive. 
Well  struck,  with  breast  feather  detail  on  the  reverse  visible  to  the 
naked  eye.  Typical,  but  here  faint,  weakness  in  the  curls  on  the 
obverse.  Small  and  somewhat  reflective  planchet.  Virtually  full  hair 
detail  visible  on  the  obverse.  Delicately  toned  on  both  surfaces  in 
pale  blue  and  golden  brown.  A  few,  minor,  obverse  marks  notice¬ 
able.  The  overdate  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  with  the  crossbar 
of  the  underlying  5  quite  plain. 

There  is  some  disagreement  as  to  the  absolute  rarity  of  the  1796/5  overdate  half  dime. 
Jules  Reiver  lists  the  variety  as  a  Rarity-5  on  the  Sheldon  scale,  suggesting  between  30 
to  75  specimens  are  thought  to  exist.  Don  Taxay  listed  the  overdate  as  a  full  Rarity-7,  sug¬ 
gesting  fewer  than  10  specimens  thought  to  survive.  Doug  Winter,  in  an  article  published 
in  the  August  1,  1984  issue  of  Coin  World,  thought  that  fewer  than  12  specimens  sur¬ 
vived  of  the  true  overdate,  assigning  the  variety  an  Rarity-7.  Whatever  the  true,  absolute 
rarity  rating  of  the  variety  may  be,  the  overdate  appears  at  auction  far  less  frequently 
than  the  more  commonly  seen  1796  Recut  Date  variety.  The  majority  of  the  1796/5  over¬ 
date  specimens  that  survive  grade  between  EF  and  MS-60,  placing  the  Norweb  coin  at 
the  top  end  of  the  Condition  Census.  The  close-up  photograph  provided  above  clearly 
shows  the  overdate. 

As  noted  earlier  in  this  section,  it  is  quite  easy  to  distinguish  the  true  1796/5  overdate 
from  the  recut  date  1796.  The  simpliest,  and  best  test  is  to  look  for  the  berry  on  the  out¬ 
side  left  wreath:  If  it  is  beneath  the  decender  of  D,  it  is  a  recut  date  specimen;  if  it  is 
not,  then  it  is  a  true  1796/5  overdate. 
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Rare  1797  13  Stars  Half  Dime 


305  1797  13  Stars  on  obverse.  V-l.  EF-45.  Rarity-6.  Condition  Census 
for  the  variety.  Only  one  example  is  known  in  MS-60  condition; 
the  majority  are  VF  or  below,  making  this  EF-45  specimen  particu¬ 
larly  desirable  to  the  advanced  collector.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
are  deep  gray  in  color,  with  some  iridescent  red  and  golden  brown 
highlights  visible.  Struck  from  clashed  dies,  with  outlines  of  the 
reverse  wreath  visible  behind  Liberty's  head  on  the  obverse. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  on  October  1,  1909  from  Elmer  Sears. 

Of  the  three  varieties  of  the  1797  half  dime,  the  one  with  13  stars  on  the  obverse  is 
the  rarest.  The  commonest  is  the  15  Stars  on  obverse  variety,  most  of  which  are  found 
in  low  grade,  clashed  and  weak  in  the  centers.  The  16  Stars  on  obverse  variety  is  the 
second  rarest,  and  these  also  are  usually  in  low  grade  and  from  clashed  dies.  The  13 
Stars  on  obverse  variety,  struck  last  in  1797,  is  the  most  difficult  to  locate.  The  original 
intent  for  our  coin  design  in  this  early  period  was  to  add  a  new  star  to  the  obverse  of 
the  half  dime  as  each  new  state  was  admitted  to  the  Union.  By  the  time  of  the  admission 
of  Kentucky  to  the  Union,  the  number  of  stars  appearing  on  the  obverse  became  too 
numerous  to  incorporate  into  the  design.  Consequently,  the  Mint  decided  to  place  only 
13  stars  on  the  obverse,  one  for  each  of  the  original  13  colonies. 

While  the  Guide  Book  lists  the  three  varieties  of  the  1797,  it  makes  no  distinction  in  pric¬ 
ing  among  the  three  until  the  EF-40  column  is  reached,  when  the  13  Stars  obverse  varie¬ 
ty  of  the  1797  is  shown  with  a  slightly  higher  price  than  the  other  two  of  this  year.  Clear¬ 
ly,  the  pricing  structure  suggested  there  is  somewhat  out  of  step  with  the  rarity  and 
availability  of  the  variety.  In  fact,  the  same  observation  can  be  made  for  the  two  varieties 
of  the  1796  half  dime. 


Outstanding  1797  15  Stars  Half  Dime 


306  1797  15  Stars  on  obverse.  V-2A.  AU-55.  Rarity-3.  An  outstandingly 
high-grade  specimen  of  the  15  Stars  on  obverse  variety  of  the  1797 
half  dime.  The  vast  majority  are  below  EF-45  in  grade.  A  high-grade 
example,  such  as  this  one,  is  a  true  rarity.  The  obverse  center  is 
typically  weak.  The  reverse,  however,  shows  more  detail  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  than  is  often  seen.  Pale  iridescent  blue  and  golden  brown  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  peripheries,  while  the  centers  are  a  pale  gray  and 
are  somewhat  reflective.  Typical  die  state  for  the  variety,  rim  break 
over  ME  and  die  break  from  5:30  to  Liberty's  throat. 

The  15  stars  on  the  obverse  are  plainly  about  as  many  as  could  be  squeezed  onto  the 
surface  without  intruding  into  other  parts  of  the  design.  The  reverse  wreath  design  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  placed  in  the  die  too  far  to  the  right,  resulting  in  a  severe  crowding 
of  the  letters  of  the  word  AMERICA  between  the  outer  right  portion  of  the  wreath  and 
the  rim  of  the  coin.  Edge  reeding  is  uniform  and  quite  regular. 
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1797  16  Stars  Half  Dime 


307  1797  16  Stars  on  obverse  variety.  V-4.  EF-40.  Rarity-4.  Scarce  as  a 
variety,  even  scarcer  when  found  in  this  unusually  high  grade.  The 
majority  of  these  are  usually  very  worn  and  show  heavy  clash 
marks.  The  central  weakness  on  both  surfaces  is  typical  of  all  1797s, 
including  the  V-4  variety.  Clash  marks  may  be  seen  in  the  right  ob¬ 
verse  field .  The  surfaces  are  a  deep  gray,  with  some  areas  of  gold¬ 
en  brown  and  rose  iridescence. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  August  22,  1953. 

Struck  from  the  same  reverse  die  used  to  coin  the  1797 15  Star  variety  (V-2A),  the  crack 
from  rim  through  first  E  to  wreath  slightly  more  advanced.  This  is  the  final  year  of  issue 
of  the  Small  Eagle  reverse  type,  and  the  last  year  half  dimes  were  struck  until  1800.  Clearly, 
there  was  no  great  demand  for  the  denomination,  and  the  Mint  discontinued  it  for  some 
two  and  one-half  years.  A  total  of  44,527  half  dimes  are  recorded  struck  of  all  varieties 
of  1797,  and  this  quantity  must  have  been  sufficient  for  circulation  needs  until  1800. 
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Outstanding  1800  V-l  Half  Dime 


Among  the  Finest  Known 


308  1800  V-l  MS-65.  Rarity-3.  Perfectly  centered  and  with  broad  rims. 
Reflective  surfaces.  Beautifully  toned,  with  rosy  centers  surround¬ 
ed  by  iridescent  blue  borders.  Sharply  struck,  with  every  strand 
of  Liberty's  hair  separated  and  full  feather  detail  visible  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Slightly  later  state  of  the  reverse,  with  a  thin  break  running 
from  8:30  through  the  left  field,  through  the  top  of  the  shield,  and 
reaching  into  the  field  between  the  eagle's  breast  and  its  left  wing. 
An  outstanding  specimen,  surely  among  the  finest  known  of  the 


date  and  variety.  A  coin  worthy  of  the  most  advanced  cabinet. 

A  handful,  under  two  dozen,  1800  V-l  half  dimes  are  known  in  Uncirculated  grade 
Several  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  auction  over  the  last  20  years.  This  example,  howev¬ 
er,  surely  ranks  among  the  finest  known.  It  compares  favorably  to  the  specimen  offered 
in  May  1973  by  us,  and  the  coin  offered  by  Stack's  in  their  May  1974  sale. 

The  reverse  type  was  redesigned  for  the  half  dime  of  1800.  The  small  eagle  type  was 
replaced  by  a  more  sophisticated,  heraldic  eagle.  In  addition,  the  obverse  features  13 
stars  only,  the  original  idea  of  adding  a  star  for  each  new  state  admitted  to  the  Union 
having  been  abandoned  in  1797. 
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Uncirculated  1800  LIBEKTY  Half  Dime 


309  1800  LIBEKTY  variety.  V-2.  MS-65.  Rarity-4  for  variety  full  Rarity-7 
for  condition .  An  outstanding  example  of  this  popular  variety  creat¬ 
ed  by  a  break  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  loop  of  the  R  of  LIBER¬ 
TY,  giving  that  letter  the  appearance  of  a  K.  Although  the  variety 
is  readily  available,  there  is  but  a  handful  surviving  in  Uncirculat¬ 
ed  condition,  probably  fewer  than  a  dozen  specimens  in  all.  Of 
those,  this  present  example  ranks  among  the  finest  known.  Very 
typical  central  weakness,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Both  surfaces 
are  a  uniform,  pale  golden  brown  with  dark  gray  highlights.  The 
strike  is  about  as  sharp  as  seen  on  the  variety,  particularly  the  ob¬ 
verse.  The  Mint  had  some  difficulty  striking  this  small-size  denom¬ 
ination,  and  half  dimes  of  the  early  years  are  usually  found  soft 
in  the  centers.  The  high  points  of  the  coin  were  Liberty's  bustline 


and  the  central  portion  of  her  hair,  behind  her  ear.  These  are  the 
positions  that  are  usually  found  softly  struck.  The  reverse  weak¬ 
ness  is  slightly  more  pronounced  than  usually  seen.  Additionally, 
there  is  an  area  of  weakness  over  the  eagle's  left  wing  tip  and  neigh¬ 
boring  cloud.  A  cluster  of  minor  marks  can  be  seen  in  the  left  field, 
beneath  the  eagle's  wing,  but  these  are  hardly  noticeable  by  the 
naked  eye.  Broad  rims,  typical  of  the  date. 

The  rarity  ratings  given  above  for  this  variety  are  instructive.  The  LIBEKTY  variety, 
a  popular  one  with  collectors,  is  given  a  Rarity-4  as  a  general  rating  by  Jules  Reiver  in 
his  Variety  Identification  Manual  for  United  States  Half  Dimes  1794-18.17.  While  the  variety 
is  quite  available  in  grades  below  F-15,  its  value  increases  rapidly  after  that  grade  In  MS-65 
condition,  as  this  coin,  the  1800  LIBEKTY  variety  is  rare  and  only  infrequently  found 
at  auction. 
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Another  Uncirculated  1800  LIBERTY  Half  Dime 


310  1800  LIBERTY  variety.  V-2.  MS-64  to  65.  Rarity-4  for  variety,  full 
Rarity-7  for  condition.  A  second  example  of  this  popular  variety, 
and  as  rare  as  the  preceding,  being  one  of  but  a  handful  of  sur¬ 
vivors  known  in  Uncirculated  condition.  Distinct  doubling  on  all 
letters  and  devices  on  both  surfaces  suggest  double  striking,  per¬ 
haps  to  bring  up  the  central  detail.  Remarkably  free  from  the  cen¬ 
tral  weakness  usually  found  on  the  variety,  clearly  a  result  of  the 
second  striking.  The  half  dime  denomination  was  notoriously  dif¬ 
ficult  to  strike  up,  at  least  in  the  early  days.  The  obverse  is  quite 
sharp,  with  even  the  large  strands  of  hair  above  Liberty's  shoulder 
showing  detail.  The  reverse  is  equally  sharp,  without  the  central 
softness  over  the  right  portion  of  the  eagle's  breast,  and  even  its 


left  wing  tip  is  sharply  defined.  Only  the  neighboring  cloud  is  still 
soft,  and  as  this  area  lay  beneath  the  bust  of  the  obverse,  which 
absorbed  the  most  metal  in  the  dies,  the  weakness  on  this  cloud 
is  excusable. 

Struck  from  the  same  reverse  die  used  to  coin  specimens  of  V-l,  characterized  by  a 
faint  die  break  running  from  below  the  letter  I  to  the  juncture  of  the  wing  and  shield 
through  the  left  field.  The  break  on  this  specimen  is  fainter  than  that  seen  on  the  half 
dime  in  Lot  308.  The  reverse  of  the  specimen  in  Lot  309  does  not  show  this  break,  al¬ 
though  it  is  also  a  LIBERTY  variety.  This  observation  suggests  that  there  were  three  work 
ing  obverse  dies  in  use  at  the  same  time,  V-l  and  V-2,  together  with  the  recently  discov¬ 
ered  obverse  V-3,  all  of  which  were  married  to  the  one  reverse  die  recorded  thus  far  for 
the  1800  half  dimes. 
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1801  Half  Dime 


311  1801  V-2.  VF-20.  Rarity-5.  Deep  golden  brown  with  gray  highlights. 
Very  typical  condition  for  the  date,  the  majority  of  which  are  known 
in  VF  or  lower  grades.  A  mere  handful,  probably  fewer  than  10, 
are  known  in  AU  or  better  condition.  The  majority  of  this  date  were 
poorly  struck,  and  this  specimen  is  no  exception.  Struck  before  the 
obverse  die  broke  in  the  left  field,  and  early  in  the  development 
of  the  cud  appearing  on  the  rim  beneath  Liberty's  bust.  Reverse 
periphery  typically  weak  from  6:00  through  9:00. 
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1803  V-l  Large  Date  Half  Dime 


Probably  Finest  Known 


312  1803  Large  Date  V-l.  MS-63.  Rarity-4  for  variety,  Rarity-8  for  con¬ 
dition,  probably  the  finest  known.  Golden  brown  and  gray  centers, 
with  iridescent  blue-green  highlights  around  the  periphery.  More 
sharply  struck  on  the  obverse  than  usually  seen,  with  just  a  trace 
of  weakness  on  Liberty's  shoulder.  Her  hair  strands  are  sharp  and 
well  defined,  even  those  below  her  ear.  Typical  reverse  strike,  with 
some  softness  visible  in  the  center  of  the  shield  and  the  upper¬ 
most  clouds.  Otherwise,  feather  details  in  the  eagle's  wings  are  clear. 
Slightly  soft  at  the  base  of  the  reverse. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  Henry  Chapmen,  before  1913. 


The  reverse  state  is  explainable  by  the  fact  that  a  die  used  to  strike  the  1801  half  dime 
(V-l)  was  reused  in  1803  for  this  variety. 

While  the  variety  is  only  Rarity-4  overall,  in  this  condition  it  is  a  full  Rarity-8,  with 
fewer  than  three  pieces  known  in  Uncirculated  condition.  Of  that  small  number,  this 
may  well  be  the  finest  known. 

At  the  time  of  its  purchase,  Henry  Chapman  considered  this  to  be  the  finest  he  had 
seen.  Finer  than  the  Valentine  plate  coin  and  the  example  sold  in  Kagin's  sale  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1973.  Walter  Breen  described  Louis  Eliasberg's  specimen  as  having  a  triple  outline 
to  Liberty’s  profile.  The  Norweb  coin  shows  distinct  doubling  around  the  profile  and 
other  design  features  of  the  obverse.  It  may  have  been  Mint  practice  to  strike  the  early 
half  dimes  more  than  once,  in  an  attempt  to  bring  up  the  design  detail. 
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Elusive  1805  Half  Dime 


313  1805  V-l  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  Exceptional  condition  for  this  date,  the 
majority  of  which  are  found  lower  than  VF.  Very  typical  strike:  the 
1805  was  typically  poorly  produced,  and  almost  always  weakly 
struck  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  weakness  above  the  eagle's  left 
wing  is  typical  for  the  denomination,  not  to  mention  the  date.  Light 
gray,  with  golden  brown  and  rose  highlights. 

Purchased  privately  from  the  Nezv  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  August 
22,  1953. 

The  1805  half  dime  has  traditionally  been  a  popular  coin,  not  only  as  it  is  the  last 
year  of  type  and  the  last  year  the  denomination  was  struck  until  1829,  but  also  because 
of  its  absolute  rarity.  It  is  estimated  that  only  around  100  pieces  of  the  1805  half  dime 
survive  in  all  grades.  The  number  of  Uncirculated  1805  half  dimes  that  survives  is  un¬ 
certain.  Noted  collector  Reed  Hawn  has  written  to  us,  stating  that  his  specimen  of  the 
1805,  which  was  sold  in  1973,  was  and  is  the  only  known  Uncirculated  example  of  the 
date.  We  note  that  a  specimen  graded  Uncirculated  was  sold  in  Lester  Merkin's  auction 
of  September  1968,  but  we  have  not  seen  that  piece.  Nevertheless,  the  1805  half  dime 
is  the  second  rarest  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  type  after  the  1802. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  August  22,  1953. 

314  1829  V-3  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Rarity-1.  Deep,  even  medium  silver  gray 
with  some  golden  brown  highlights  on  the  reverse.  Partially  reflec¬ 
tive  surfaces,  suggesting  this  was  an  early  strike  from  these  dies. 

The  1829  half  dime  is  a  very  popular  coin  with  collectors,  as  it  is  the  first  year  of  issue 
of  the  newly  designed  Capped  Bust  type,  as  well  as  the  first  year  the  denomination  was 
struck  since  1805.  When  reintroduced  in  1829,  the  designs  on  both  sides  had  been  re¬ 
vised.  As  drawn  by  William  Kneass,  the  obverse  showed  a  very  typical  mid- 19th  century 
matron,  facing  left,  wearing  the  cap  of  liberty.  The  reverse  bore  a  somewhat  heraldic  style 
eagle,  and  our  country's  motto  had  been  placed  in  the  field  above  the  eagle's  head.  The 
biggest  change  in  the  overall  design  was  the  indication  of  the  coin's  denomination,  5 
C,  beneath  the  eagle.  Prior  to  1829,  the  half  dime  bore  no  mark  indicating  its  denomination. 

315  Selection  of  Capped  Bust  type  half  dimes.  1829  EF-40,  darkly  toned; 
1830  EF-45,  similarly  toned;  1832  VF-20,  mint-made  rim  flaw  on  the 
obverse;  1834  VF-20,  darkly  toned;  1835  Large  Date,  Large  5  C  va¬ 
riety,  AU-55,  light  gray  and  rose  toning;  1836  Small  5  c,  VF-20,  medi¬ 
um  gray  toning;  1837  Large  5  c,  VF-20,  darkly  toned;  1837  Small 
5  c,  AU-50,  bright.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

The  last  from  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  March  30,  1953;  the  others 
with  no  pedigrees  recorded. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1831  Half  Dime 


316  1831  V-6  MS-64.  Rarity-2.  An  attractive  coin,  with  medium  silver 
gray  toning  on  both  surfaces.  Some  areas  of  lighter  toning  visible 


here  and  there.  Well  struck,  with  most  of  the  stars  showing  sepa¬ 
ration  in  their  centers.  Struck  from  a  late  state  of  this  reverse,  with 
the  tops  of  both  Ss  and  the  top  of  M  filled,  and  a  rim  break  de¬ 
veloping  from  about  4:00  to  6:30. 

317  1832  V-l  AU-55.  Rarity-1.  Bright,  with  just  pale  golden  brown  ton¬ 
ing.  Perfect  dies,  no  obvious  signs  of  clashing.  Pronounced  recut¬ 
ting  on  some  letters  on  the  reverse,  particularly  the  C  of  AMERICA. 

From  Douglas  Stamp  Company,  June  4,  1953. 

318  1833  V-2  MS-60  to  63.  Rarity-4.  Bright  and  lustrous,  with  just  pale 
golden  brown  toning  visible,  primarily  on  the  obverse.  Very  typi¬ 
cal  obverse  break,  which  bisects  the  die  from  about  12:15  to  6:30. 

From  Dallas  Stamp  Company,  June  4,  1953. 


Gem  Proof  1834  V-4  Half  Dime 


319  1834  V-4  Proof-64/65  half  dime.  Deeply  toned  in  rich  gray  and  iri¬ 
descent  blue,  which  are  uniform  on  both  surfaces.  Deep,  Proof  mir¬ 
ror  fields,  with  proof  surfaces  visible  within  the  letters  of  LIBER¬ 
TY.  All  major  details  sharp,  as  struck. 

The  obverse  die  is  very  similar  to  that  described  under  Valentine-4,  with  the  following 
exceptions:  the  loop  of  the  4  is  filled;  there  is  a  minute  die  dot  beside  the  right  side  of 
the  decender  of  that  numeral,  angling  down  towards  the  left  and  almost  touching  it. 
These  characteristics  have  not  been  previously  described.  The  crack  that  can  often  be 
seen  on  examples  of  Valentine-4,  running  from  Liberty's  throat  into  the  field,  is  not  pres¬ 
ent  here.  The  reverse  die  used  to  strike  this  coin  corresponds  to  the  description  of  Breen-6, 
as  published  in  his  supplement  to  Valentine's  catalogue.  On  this  die,  there  is  a  heavy 
defect  beside  the  right  part  of  the  first  A  in  AMERICA.  This  defect  serves  immediately 
to  identify  the  die. 

Interestingly,  Breen  noted  only  one  appearance  of  this  reverse,  on  a  unique  Proof  coin 
in  the  National  Numismatic  Collection  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  No.  1011. 

Breen  records  having  seen  fewer  than  15  Proof  1834  half  dimes  in  all  his  years  of  ex¬ 
perience.  These  were,  with  one  exception,  all  struck  from  V-4  dies.  The  1834  Proof  half 
dime  is  absent  from  the  King  of  Siam  Sale  Proof  set  we  will  offer  for  sale  on  October  14th. 


Uncirculated  1835  Half  Dime 


320  1835  Small  Date,  Large  5  C  variety.  V-5.  MS-63/65.  Rarity-2.  A  very 
attractive  example,  which  is  toned  with  iridescent  golden  brown 
and  pale  blue  on  the  obverse,  more  pale  blue  visible  on  the  reverse. 
Later  state  of  the  dies,  with  breaks  visible  on  the  reverse,  one  in 
particular  between  D  S.  This  is  a  lustrous  coin,  with  mint  frost  visi¬ 
ble  beneath  the  attractive  toning. 


-  132 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Dimes 


Second  Uncirculated  1835  Half  Dime 


to  MS-60.  A  delightful  specimen  that  was  in  circulation  for  just  a 
brief  time.  Attractively  toned  and  very  desirable. 

From  William  Hesslein,  November  6,  1909. 

326  1837  No  Stars.  Large  Date  variety  with  tall  peak  to  the  1  in  date. 
AU-55,  an  attractive  specimen  with  pale  golden  toning. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  October  31,  1953. 


321  1835  Small  Date,  Small  5  c  variety.  V-7.  MS-63/65.  R-l.  Another 
attractively  toned.  Uncirculated  1835  half  dime.  Date  numerals  and 
some  stars  show  signs  of  recutting.  Top  loop  of  second  reverse  S 
filled. 


Third  Uncirculated  1835  Half  Dime 


322  1835  Large  Date,  Small  5  c  variety.  V-10.  MS-63/65.  Rarity-4.  A  bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous  and  barely  toned  specimen.  Faint  obverse  die  crack 
joins  stars  nine  through  12. 


323  1836  Large  5  C.  V-4.  MS-60  to  63,  prooflike.  Rarity-2.  A  gorgeous, 
prooflike  example  with  attractive  medium  golden  brown  toning. 
The  surfaces  are  highly  reflective.  Struck  from  perfect  dies,  before 
the  development  of  the  obverse  cracks  and  reverse  lumps.  Several 
areas  of  the  die  appear  unfinished,  primarily  before  Liberty's  chin 
and  beneath  the  eagle's  left  wing. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1837  Half  Dime 


327  Large  group  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes.  A  great  starter  collec¬ 
tion  with  several  duplicates.  Contains:  1837  No  Stars  EF-40,  heavy 
obverse  scratches;  1838-0  No  Stars  VG-8,  scarce  date;  1839-0  No 
Drapery  AU-50,  obverse  scratches;  1840  No  Drapery  AU-55  (Hol¬ 
linbeck,  October  31,  1953);  1840  No  Drapery  AU-50;  1840  No  Drap¬ 
ery  VF-20;  1840-0  No  Drapery  AU-50;  1840-0  With  Drapery  EF-40, 
obverse  scratches  and  edge  nicks;  1841  AU-58;  1842-0  VF-20;  1844 
AU-55;  1844-0  G-4;  1845  EF-45,  recut  date,  sometimes  called  1845 
over  3;  1845  AU-55,  obverse  scratches  (Lyman  Low);  1847  AU-50; 

1848  Large  Date  EF-45  (Lyman  Low,  September  3,  1908);  1849  EF-40; 

1849  EF-40  (Lyman  Low,  September  5,  1908);  1849-0  F-12,  rare  date; 

1850  AU-50  (Scott,  October  26,  1908);  1850  VF-20;  1851  AU-50  (Eld¬ 
er);  1851-0  EF-45  (Green,  October  1,  1909);  1852  AU-50;  1853  With 
Arrows  F-12;  1854  With  Arrows  VF30;  1854  With  Arrows  EF-20;  1856 
EF-40,  obverse  planchet  defect  at  rim;  1856-0  EF-45;  1857-0  AU-50; 
1858  F-15,  obverse  scratches;  1859-0  AU-50;  1859-0  EF-45;  1860-0 
AU-55  (Scott,  October  27,  1908);  1862  EF-45;  1863-S  EF-40;  1868-S 
AU-50;  1869-S  EF-40,  cleaned;  1871-S  AU-55,  minor  reverse  digs; 
1872- S,  Mintmark  Below  Wreath,  AU-50;  1873  Closed  3  EF-45.  A 
wonderful  opportunity  to  acquire  a  large  group  of  Liberty  Seated 
half  dimes  from  the  Norweb  Collection.  (Total:  41  pieces) 

328  -1838-0  No  Stars.  EF-45.  A  scratch  appears  in  the  reverse  denticles. 
A  scarce  date,  particularly  in  this  grade. 


329  1838  New  Style.  Liberty  Seated  with  sters.  Small  Stars,  No  Drap¬ 
ery.  MS-60  to  63.  Struck  from  a  heavily  rusted  obverse  die,  most 
apparent  on  the  arms  of  Liberty.  A  light  scratch  extends  from 
Liberty's  left  shoulder  to  the  denticles.  A  very  interesting  specimen. 

From  Empire  Coin  Company,  Dave  Bowers  and  Jim  Ruddy,  circa  1959. 

330  1838  No  Drapery.  MS-60/63. 

From  James  Kelly,  June  1,  1953. 


331  1839  No  Drapery.  MS-63  to  64.  An  important  type  coin  worthy  of 
a  substantial  bid. 

332  1841-0  AU-55  to  MS-60.  A  late  die  state  with  porous  surfaces. 


324  1837  Bust  type.  Large  5  C  variety.  V-l.  MS-64.  Rarity-1.  Bright  and 
lustrous,  with  just  faint  golden  brown  toning  visible  in  places.  Re¬ 
verse  die  repaired,  first  A  broken  on  its  upper  left,  second  A  plainly 
repunched,  third  A  broken,  with  signs  of  repunching  visible. 

This  is  the  last  year  of  issue  for  the  half  dime  of  the  Capped  Bust  type.  The  design 
was  changed  to  Christian  Gobrecht's  Liberty  Seated  type  in  1837. 


325  1837  No  Stars.  Small  Date  variety  with  flat  top  to  1  in  date.  AU-55 
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Superb  Proof  1842  Half  Dime  Rarity 


333  1842  Proof-63.  A  particularly  well-struck  specimen  with  a  partial 
wire  rim  evident  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  A  faint  scratch 
descends  from  the  top  of  Liberty's  cap  to  the  12th  star.  Three  small 
lint  marks,  two  on  the  obverse  are  also  noted.  This  specimen  is 
delicately  toned  with  pale  lavender  hues  and  is  very  attractive.  An 
important  offering  of  this  early  Proof  Liberty  Seated  half  dime,  a 
coin  of  which  only  a  dozen  or  so  are  known. 


Landmark  1842-0  MS-63  Half  Dime 


334  1842-0.  Valentine-1.  MS-63.  A  pleasing  specimen  with  pale  rain¬ 
bow  toning.  Quite  well  struck,  particularly  on  the  obverse.  This 
is  generally  believed  to  be  the  rarest  early  Liberty  Seated  half  dime 
in  Mint  State.  We  sold  a  similar  specimen  in  our  Stuart  C.  Levine, 
M.D.  sale  in  April  of  1986.  Certainly  one  of  the  rarest  coins  in  this 
offering. 

from  the  Stack's  sale  of  the  Wolfsort  Collection,  May  1963. 


335  1842-0  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Almost  indistinguishable  from  full  Mint 
State.  An  attractive  specimen  with  areas  of  blue  and  gold  toning. 
An  exceptional  coin  for  the  quality-conscious  collector. 


336  1843  MS-63  with  prooflike  surfaces  on  the  obverse.  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  with  pale  gold  and  rose  toning.  A  small  wedge-shaped  depres¬ 
sion  appears  on  the  obverse  rim  below  the  date,  probably  of  mint 
origin.  A  great  coin  for  your  type  set. 


Superb  1844  Proof  Half  Dime  Rarity 


337  1844  V-l.  Proof-63.  An  important  offering  of  this  very  rare  coin.  Our 
research  indicates  that  a  Proof  specimen  of  this  date  was  last  of¬ 
fered  for  sale  at  auction  in  1973.  A  sharply  struck  specimen  toned 
with  blue  and  reddish  golden  hues.  A  fine  lint  mark  appears  in 
the  right  obverse  field.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist— one  that  may  not  be  repeated  again  for  some  time.  Only 
a  dozen  or  so  Proofs  exist. 

From  Stack's,  August  1973. 


338  1846  AU-50.  V-l .  One  of  the  rarest  dates  in  this  series.  Mintage  of 
only  27,000  pieces.  The  4  in  the  date  has  been  sharply  recut  to  the 
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right  and  almost  touches  the  6.  A  nicely  toned  specimen  with  a 
pleasing  overall  appearance. 


339  1848  MS-63.  Medium  date  with  the  numerals  48  touching  the  base, 
18  free.  Attractive  pale  reddish  golden  toning  with  blue  highlights. 
A  faint  die  crack  appears  on  the  reverse  from  the  rim  near  the  E 
of  UNITED  to  the  rim  near  C  of  AMERICA. 


340  1848-0  MS-63.  V-l.  Large,  high  date  with  all  numerals  touching 
base.  Lightly  toned  with  pale  golden  hues.  A  few  minute  spots  are 
noted  on  the  obverse. 

341  1849/8  AU-55  to  MS-60  with  fields  which  are  relatively  free  of  abra¬ 
sions  and  similar  to  those  one  might  expect  on  MS-63.  Only  the 
lower  loop  of  the  8  is  visible  at  right  of  date. 


342  1849-0  AU-55.  A  rare  variety  in  anything  approaching  Mint  State. 
Attractive  blue  toning.  Struck  from  a  rusted  obverse  die. 

From  Stack's  Empire  Collection  Sale,  1957. 


343  1849-0  AU-50.  A  second  opportunity  to  purchase  a  specimen  of 
this  rare  issue.  The  coin  appears  to  have  been  struck  from  the  same 
obverse  die  as  the  preceding  lot. 

344  1850-0  AU-50.  Pale  golden  toning.  A  few  light  scratches  appear  in 
the  field  between  Liberty's  cap  and  head. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  October  31,  1953. 

345  1852-0  AU-50.  A  very  attractive,  nicely  toned  specimen.  A  few  very 
light  scratches  are  noted  on  the  obverse. 

From  New  Netherlands,  November  20,  1953. 


Rare  1853  No  Arrows  Half  Dime 


346  1853  No  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-63  to  65.  A  sharply  struck  specimen 
with  blue  and  violet  toning.  Scarce  in  Mint  State. 

Most  1853  No  Arrows  half  climes  were  melted  at  the  Mint,  for  they  were  worth  more 
in  metallic  value  than  face  value. 


347  1853  No  Arrows  at  Date.  AU-50.  A  beautifully  toned,  well  struck 
specimen. 


348  1853-0  No  Arrows  at  Date.  VF-20  with  light  scratches. 
From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  March  30,  1953. 


349  1853  With  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-63.  A  lovely  specimen  that  is  well 
struck,  nicely  toned  and  exhibits  a  great  deal  of  "eye  appeal."  A 
die  clash  is  quite  prominent  in  the  obverse  fields. 

In  February  1853  the  weight  of  the  half  dimes  was  reduced  from  20.8  grains  to  19,2 
grains  as  the  coins  had  a  metallic  value  in  excess  of  their  face  value.  To  denote  this  change 
in  weight,  arrows  were  added  to  either  side  of  the  date.  This  type  was  issued  for  only 
three  years,  and  the  arrows  were  discontinued  in  1856. 
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Gem  1853-0  Half  Dime 


350  1853-0  With  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-64.  A  lovely  coin  with  pale  gold¬ 
en  toning.  Popular  as  a  type  coin  and  even  more  desirable  with 
the  New  Orleans  mintmark.  An  excellent  candidate  for  a  top  qual¬ 
ity  type  set. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  October  31,  1953. 


Classic  Proof  1854  Half  Dime 


351  1854  With  Arrows  at  Date.  Proof-63.  V-2.  A  very  rare  coin  in  Proof. 
Well  struck  and  very  attractively  toned.  A  small  depression  exists 
between  the  11th  and  12th  stars  which  obviously  was  present  at 
the  time  of  striking.  Our  research  indicates  that  the  last  time  a  Proof 
specimen  of  this  date  was  offered  at  a  major  auction  was  RARCOA's 
session  of  Auction  '81  which  realized  $4,750.  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  that  may  not  be  repeated  for  some  time.  Only  a  dozen  or 
so  Proofs  exist. 

From  Elliot  Landau  Sale,  December  1958. 


Rare  Mint  State  1855-0  Half  Dime 


354  1855-0  With  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-60.  Collectors  who  appreciate 
beautiful  toning  will  find  this  specimen  particularly  attractive.  This 
is  the  last  year  of  issue  for  this  type  and  the  lowest  mintage  (by 
far)  Liberty  Seated  half  dime,  with  arrows  at  date. 


1856  Proof  Half  Dime  Rarity 


355  1856  Proof-63.  This  specimen  is  slightly  bent,  which  is  unusual  for 
a  Proof  coin.  Even  more  interesting  is  the  fact  that  the  specimen 
does  not  appear  to  have  sustained  any  visible  damage  as  a  result 
of  this.  The  5  of  the  date  is  the  upright  variety  and  is  weakly  struck 
as  always.  Exceedingly  rare  in  Proof  finish. 


356  1857  MS-63.  Beautifully  toned  with  predominantly  blue  hues.  Both 
the  obverse  and  reverse  denticles  are  weak,  as  usually  seen.  A  nice 
coin  for  your  type  set. 


352  1854-0  With  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-63.  The  obverse  has  a  somewhat 
"dished"  appearance  and  the  denticles  are  weakly  struck  and  some¬ 
what  elongated.  A  popular  type  coin. 

353  1855  With  Arrows  at  Date.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  A  lightly  toned,  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen.  This  is  the  last  year  this  type  was  issued. 
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357  1858  Proof-65.  V-4A.  The  rarest  of  the  two  varieties  issued  this  year 
in  Proof,  according  to  Walter  Breen.  A  beautiful  specimen  with  pale 
lavender  toning.  The  obverse  has  a  partial  wire  rim,  left,  from  6:00 
to  12:00.  The  reverse  has  a  full  wire  rim  which  has  been  slightly 
depressed  at  two  points.  A  numismatic  prize. 

1858  was  the  first  year  in  which  Proof  coins  were  available  to  the  public.  Prior  to  that 
time  Proofs  went  to  dignitaries,  visiting  foreign  officials,  and  others. 
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1859  Transitional  Pattern  Half  Dime 

Exceedingly  Rare 


359  1859  Transitional  pattern.  Proof-63.  Judd-232;  Adams-Woodin  309. 
1859  obverse  and  1860  reverse.  Interesting,  in  that  the  inscription 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  does  not  appear  on  either  obverse 
or  reverse.  Toned  blue  and  gold.  An  important  and  very  rare  coin. 


Only  a  few  specimens  are  known  to  exist  of  the  1859  transitional, 
and  it  may  be  years  before  we  have  the  opportunity  to  offer  another. 
From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  1954. 
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Gem  Proof  1859  Half  Dime 


360  1859  Proof-65/64.  V-l.  From  a  new  obverse  hub  only  used  for  the 
Philadelphia  issues  this  year.  The  figure  of  Liberty  is  taller,  has  slim¬ 
mer  arms  and  the  stars  are  somewhat  larger  and  have  hollow 
centers.  Beautifully  toned  in  shades  of  blue  and  lilac.  An  impor¬ 
tant  one-year  only  type  and  worthy  of  a  substantial  bid. 


361  1859-0  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Attractive  blue  and  russet  toning. 
From  the  Thomas  L.  Smith  Collection,  June  15,  1957. 


Rare  1860  Transitional  Half  Dime 


362  1860  Pattern.  J-267.  MS-65.  Obverse  type  of  1859,  reverse  type  of 
1860.  An  attractive  specimen  with  lovely  blue  toning.  A  compan¬ 
ion  piece  to  the  1859-dated  pattern  offered  earlier.  Mint  records  in¬ 
dicate  100  pieces  were  struck. 


Gem  Proof  1860  Half  Dime 


363  1860  Proof-64.  First  year  of  issue  for  this  type  with  legend  on  the 
obverse.  An  attractive  lightly  toned  specimen.  A  lint  mark  appears 
in  the  reverse  field  to  the  left  and  below  the  wreath. 


Gem  Proof  1861  Half  Dime 


364  1861  Proof-64.  Attractive  blue  and  reddish  golden  toning.  This  is¬ 
sue  has  a  reported  mintage  in  Proof  of  1,000  specimens  but  it  is 
generally  accepted  that  a  large  number  of  these  were  subsequent¬ 
ly  melted. 


Gem  Proof  1862  Half  Dime 


365  1862  Proof-65.  A  magnificient  and  carefully  preserved  example  of 
the  Proof  half  dime!  The  pale  golden  toning  with  blue  highlights 
is  particularly  impressive.  A  wire  rim  is  noted  on  both  the  obverse 
and  reverse,  attesting  to  the  sharpness  of  the  strike.  A  premium 
quality  coin  that  is  worthy  of  a  substantial  bid. 
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Gem  Business  Strike  1863  Half  Dime 


366  1863  MS-65  prooflike.  Far  rarer  in  this  preservation  than  the  Proofs. 
Only  18,000  pieces  were  issued  for  circulation  and  few,  if  any,  could 
equal  this  specimen.  Beautifully  toned  with  blue  and  reddish  golden 
hues  as  often  seen  on  coins  of  this  period.  The  strike  is  a  trifle  soft 
at  the  lower  portion  of  the  shield  and  the  corresponding  area  of 
the  reverse  wreath.  The  reverse  rim  is  indeed  unusual  as  metal  was 
displaced  from  the  recesses  of  the  milling  when  the  coin  was  ejected 
from  the  collar  resulting  in  a  somewhat  dotted  wire  rim.  A  highly 
unusual  and  very  rare  coin. 

367  1863- S  EF-45.  Probably  lightly  cleaned  at  one  time  and  beginning 
to  retone. 


Gem  Proof  1864  Half  Dime 


368  1864  Proof-64  or  finer.  A  delightfully  toned  specimen  with  a  high 
degree  of  “eye  appeal."  Key,  low  mintage  date. 

369  1864-S  EF-45.  Probably  lightly  cleaned  at  one  time  and  retoning. 

From  the  Empire  Collection,  November  1957. 

370  1864-S  VF-20. 


Gem  Proof  1865  Half  Dime 


371  1865  Proof-64.  A  very  attractive  specimen  with  pale  blue  and  gold¬ 
en  toning.  The  date  is  recut.  Rare,  low  mintage  date. 

372  1865-S  AU-55  to  MS-60  with  recut  date. 

373  1865-S  EF-45  to  AU-50.  A  few  scrapes  and  abrasions  appear  in  the 
obverse  and  reverse  fields.  The  date  is  recut. 


Gem  Proof  1866  Half  Dime 


374  1866  Proof-64.  Another  nicely  toned,  attractive  Proof  half  dime.  Four 
microscopic  nicks  appear  in  the  reverse  field  above  the  bow.  Sel¬ 
dom  seen,  low  mintage  date. 


375  1866-S  MS-60/63.  A  lightly  toned  specimen  with  a  few  light  obverse 
scratches. 

376  1866-S  AU-50,  lightly  toned. 

377  1866-S  EF-40.  A  third  and  final  opportunity  to  acquire  this  date  and 
mint. 
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Gem  Proof  1867  Half  Dime 


Gem  Proof  1872  Half  Dime 


378  1867  Proof-64.  Delicately  toned  in  shades  of  reddish  gold  and  blue. 
Another  rare  date  half  dime. 

379  1867- S  EF-45,  toned. 


380  1868  Proof-63  with  pale  golden  toning.  Some  areas  of  weakness 
appear  to  the  left  of  the  shield  on  obverse  and  in  the  left  portion 
of  the  wreath,  particularly  near  the  top. 


381  1869  Proof-63  with  pale  gold  and  blue  toning.  The  obverse  die  was 
somewhat  rusted  at  the  time  of  striking.  The  reverse  is  fully  reflec¬ 
tive  and  particularly  attractive. 


385  1872  Proof-64  with  pale  blue  and  golden  toning. 

386  1872-S  MS-60/63  with  somewhat  mottled  lavender  toning.  This  is 
the  variety  with  the  mintmark  above  the  bow  on  the  reverse. 

Gem  Proof  1873  Half  Dime 


387  1873  Proof-64  Closed  3  variety.  Evidence  of  a  die  clash  appears  on 
the  obverse  between  Liberty's  left  hand  and  head.  Numerous  stri- 
ations  appear  in  the  obverse  field,  the  result  of  die  polishing.  A 
lightly  toned  specimen  with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal. 


388  1873-S  MS-65  with  light  golden  toning.  This  is  the  last  year  half 
dimes  were  issued  for  circulation. 

Dimes 

Early  Dimes  1796-1837 


Gem  Proof  1870  Half  Dime 


382  1870  Proof-64.  Numerous  die  striations  appear  in  the  obverse  field. 
Pale  gold  and  blue  toning. 


Gem  Proof  1871  Half  Dime 


383  1871  Proof-64.  A  lightly  toned  specimen  which  was  struck  from  a 
rusted  obverse  die. 

384  1871-S  MS-60,  lightly  toned. 


The  Norweb  Collection  of  early  dimes  is,  perhaps,  the 
finest  to  be  auctioned  in  the  last  two  decades;  it  is  certainly 
one  of  the  finest  ever  assembled  by  any  numismatist.  The 
collection  was  begun  by  Mrs.  Emery  May  Norweb's  father, 
Albert  Fairchild  Holden,  and  continued  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
Henry  Norweb,  Sr.  The  Norweb  Collection  of  early  dimes 
compares  very  favorably  to  the  greatest  recent  sale  of  this 
denomination.  Stack's  auction  of  the  Harold  S.  Bareford  Col¬ 
lection  (October  1981). 

The  by  now  standard  reference  on  this  early  denomina¬ 
tion  is  Early  United  States  Dimes,  1796-1837,  published  by  the 
John  Reich  Collectors  Society.  We  have  used  the  numbering 
system  employed  in  this  reference  in  our  descriptions  which 
follow.  This  reference  is  indispensable  for  all  collectors  of  ear¬ 
ly  United  States  dimes,  be  they  beginners  or  advanced.  In 
many  cases,  the  Condition  Census  figures  listed  in  this  vol¬ 
ume  will  have  to  be  revised,  based  upon  the  specimens  that 
follow.  The  Norweb  Collection,  apparently,  was  not  consult¬ 
ed  by  the  editors  of  this  reference,  and  consequently  the  Nor¬ 
web  Collection  coins  went  unrecorded.  Several  of  the  Nor¬ 
web  Collection  early  dimes  are  strong  contenders  for  the 
finest  known  in  their  variety.  We  should  point  out,  howev¬ 
er,  that  no  new  varieties  have  been  encountered  in  the  Nor¬ 
web  Collection.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norweb  continually  upgrad¬ 
ed  their  collections,  replacing  worn  coins  with  Uncirculated 
specimens,  wherever  possible.  The  conditions  of  the  coins 
that  follow  are  truly  exceptional,  making  a  revision  of  the 
Condition  Census  figures  for  them  imperative. 
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Condition  Census  1796  Dime 


389  1796  JR-1.  MS-63.  Rarity-3.  An  outstanding,  certainly  Condition 
Census  specimen  of  the  variety,  the  most  common  of  the  year.  The 
centers  and  the  entire  reverse  are  a  rich,  golden  brown.  The  ob¬ 
verse  periphery  is  a  dark  green,  with  blue  highlights.  The  center 
is  soft,  as  usually  seen  on  late  states  of  these  dies.  Finer  than  the 
Stack's/Bareford:  134  specimen,  and  any  we  have  handled  in  the 
last  four  years.  High  in  the  Condition  Census  for  this  variety,  very 
close  to  the  finest  known. 


JR-1  is  the  commonest  variety  of  the  1796  dime.  The  dies  are  immediately  recogniza¬ 
ble  by  the  large  cud  which  lies  on  the  rim  beneath  the  first  star  on  the  obverse,  some¬ 
times  extending  into  the  points  of  that  star.  Late  states,  as  this  example,  show  additional 
breaks  on  both  obverse  and  reverse,  noticeably  an  arc-like  crack  in  the  right  obverse  field 
and  another  extending  from  the  tip  of  the  innermost  leaf  on  the  right  side  of  the  wreath 
reaching  to  the  base  of  the  eagle's  left  wing.  As  the  obverse  cud  grew  in  size,  it  tended 
to  absorb  metal  from  the  corresponding  reverse  portion,  rendering  the  denticles  in  that 
area  indistinct,  as  here.  The  obverse  shows  evidence  of  clashing  early  in  its  usage,  and 
this  perhaps  explains  the  other  damages  seen  on  these  dies. 


- 
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Superb  1796  JR-5  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Known 


390  1796  JR-5.  AU-50.  Rarity-5.  Equal  in  technical  grade  to  Bareford:  132, 
and  so  tied  for  the  finest  known  of  the  variety.  This  example  is  an 
even,  deep  gray  with  pale  golden  highlights  around  the  obverse 
rim  and  scattered  in  places  across  the  reverse.  Very  sharp  strike, 
with  Liberty's  hair  finely  detailed  and  the  interior  wing  feathers 
on  the  reverse  clear.  Late  state  of  the  obverse  die.  The  Bareford  speci¬ 
men  was  described  as  being  scratched  on  the  obverse,  so  this  piece 
may  surpass  even  that  one.  Microscopic  scratches  on  the  reverse, 
mostly  hidden  by  the  dark  toning.  An  attractive,  original  specimen 
with  considerable  eye  appeal  and  the  allure  of  being  at  least  tied 
for  the  finest  known. 

Purchased  from  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.  on  August  22,  1953. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  August  22,  1953,  when  it  was 
described  as  follows:  "1796  10c.  Breen  4-C,  Kosoff  12,  E  5-A.  Rarest  variety.  WGC428 
[World's  Greatest  Collection],  same  var.,  only  good.  Not  in  Clapp-Eliasberg  colls.  Abt. 
perfect.  Finest  of  the  three  known.  $135."  Since  1953  additional  specimens  have  been 
uncovered,  and  the  Bareford  coin  has  been  sold.  Neverthless,  JR-5  is  the  rarest  of  the 
1796  dimes.  The  breaks  on  the  obverse  are  in  a  somewhat  advanced  stage  of  develop¬ 
ment,  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  The  reverse  break  running  from  the  eagle's  tailfeathers 
to  the  third  feather  of  its  left  wing  is  visible  under  magnification,  but  the  other  break 
described  by  the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  is  not  evident  here.  This  obverse 
die  appears  on  no  other  1796  combination. 


cally  found  in  VF  or  EF  condition.  Bareford:  135  is  still  the  finest, 
or  second  finest  known. 

Purchased  from  William  Hesslein  in  November,  1 909. 

This  is  the  only  appearance  of  this  obverse  die;  the  other  1797  variety  bears  13  stars 
on  its  obverse.  The  reverse  die  was  reused  on  that  latter  issue.  The  break  on  the  obverse 
of  this  variety,  which  reaches  from  the  third  star,  through  the  bases  of  the  second  and 
first,  across  the  top  of  the  first  three  numerals  in  the  date,  extending  outwards  through 
Liberty's  bust  to  the  rim  below  the  16th  star,  is  in  a  moderately  advanced  state  here.  Clearly, 
the  die  was  breaking  severely  at  this  point,  and  would  not  be  used  much  longer.  The 
total  mintage  for  the  1797  dime,  of  both  types,  was  but  25,261  pieces  from  two  obverse 
and  one  reverse  dies,  while  the  1796,  with  a  slightly  lower  total  mintage,  is  recorded  from 
five  obverse  and  five  reverse  dies. 

A  few,  further  technical  features  seen  on  the  obverse  of  this  piece  are  worth  special 
mention  here.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  a  pronounced  bulge  before  Liberty's  face,  reach¬ 
ing  from  her  chin  into  the  right  field  beneath  the  stars  around  the  rim.  Secondly,  many 
of  the  stars  show  distinct  repunching,  with  wider  stars  having  been  punched  over  thin¬ 
ner  and  narrower  ones.  This  appears  not  to  have  been  recorded  previously.  The  obverse 
and  reverse  centers  are  usually  found  soft  on  this  variety.  This  specimen  shows  typical 
softness  in  the  center  of  the  reverse,  but  with  more  detail  present  in  the  center  of  the 
obverse  than  usually  found  on  specimens  of  this  grade.  Microscopic  examination  shows 
that  the  dies  had  clashed  early  in  their  lives,  accounting  for  the  damage  seen,  and  per¬ 
haps  the  need  to  recut  the  stars,  as  previously  described. 


392  1797  13  Stars.  JR-2.  VF-30.  Rarity-4.  Light  silver  gray,  with  irides¬ 
cent  blue,  purple,  and  pale  green  on  both  surfaces.  Struck  from 
somewhat  rusted  dies,  accounting  for  the  softness  seen  on  much 
of  the  reverse.  Very  typical  centers,  which  are  always  found  weak 
on  this  variety,  particularly  the  reverse.  Die  rust  spots  can  be  seen 
on  both  surfaces,  on  the  obverse  particularly  between  the  first,  sec¬ 
ond,  and  third  stars.  Otherwise,  as  the  editors  of  Early  United  States 
Dimes  point  out,  the  dies  are  free  from  breaks  or  other  defects.  Faint 
traces  of  clashing  visible,  particularly  in  the  center  of  the  reverse 
behind  the  eagle's  head,  but  these  have  not  seriously  damaged  the 
dies.  Overall,  an  attractive  coin  struck  from  good  working  dies. 

Purchased  at  the  1953  ANA  Convention  sale,  Dallas,  Texas,  on  Au¬ 
gust  22,  1953,  Lot  3835. 


391  1797  16  Stars.  JR-1.  VF-30.  Rarity-4.  Deep,  even  gray  toning  with 
just  faint  golden  highlights.  Some  old  marks,  as  usually  seen  on 
this  variety,  but  none  disfiguring.  This  is  a  variety  which  is  typi- 
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Superb  1798/7  16  Stars  Reverse  JR-1  Dime 


High  Condition  Census 


393  1798/7  Overdate.  JR-1.  MS-63.  Rarity-3.  An  outstanding  specimen, 
high  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety.  Very  sharp  strike,  even 
in  the  centers,  with  Liberty's  hair  strands  individually  defined  and 
some  feathers  in  the  eagle's  breast  visible  without  magnification. 
Particularly  sharp  reverse,  save  in  the  center  of  the  shield  below 
the  eagle's  breast,  which  is  typically  softly  struck  up.  Light  silver 
gray,  with  iridescent  blue  and  golden  brown  highlights.  The  over¬ 
date  is  very  plain,  consisting  of  a  small  8  punched  over  a  larger 
7.  The  editors  of  the  reference  Early  United  States  Dimes  suggest  that 
the  finest  known  is  an  MS-65  specimen;  the  Norweb  specimen  is 
certainly  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety,  and  probably  to¬ 
wards  the  high  end  of  it. 


Purchased  from  the  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  T.  James  Clarke  Col¬ 
lection,  April  17,  1956,  Lot  1623;  earlier  from  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  the 
Ten  Eyck  Collection,  May  2,  1922. 

This  is  the  second  of  the  types  found  on  the  early  dime.  The  earlier  type,  which  bore 
on  its  reverse  a  small  eagle,  was  redesigned  in  1797  to  bear  a  large,  heraldic  eagle.  Star 
arrangement  above  the  eagle's  head  on  the  reverse  mirrored  that  found  on  the  obverse, 
at  least  in  1798,  when  16  or  13  stars  were  included  in  the  design,  one  for  each  state  and 
one  to  mirror  each  of  the  obverse  stars. 

This  present  specimen  is  from  a  fairly  late  state  of  both  dies,  exhibiting  some  unrecorded 
breaks  which  are  worthy  of  mention  here.  Obverse:  faint,  linear  break  begins  at  the  den¬ 
ticle  above  the  left  arm  of  T,  extends  into  the  right  arm  of  that  letter,  through  the  top 
of  Y,  the  uppermost  point  of  the  neighboring  star,  to  the  rim  between  stars  eight  and 
nine.  Revese:  break  from  left  edge  of  denticle  to  bottom  of  left  most  feather  in  eagle's 
tail,  extending  to  the  point  of  the  olive  branch;  another  reaches  from  the  innermost  feather 
of  the  eagle's  right  wing  to  the  tip  of  the  nearest  arrow,  ending  in  a  cluster  ot  die  rust  marks 
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394  1798/7  Overdate.  JR-1.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  Light  silver  gray,  with  iri¬ 
descent  gold  and  blue  highlights.  Typical  central  weakness,  as 
struck.  A  second  example  of  this  variety,  with  the  pronounced  in- 
cusations  from  the  reverse  beneath  and  before  Liberty's  chin.  Struck 
from  about  the  same  state  of  the  dies  as  seen  on  the  preceding  speci¬ 
men.  A  second  opportunity  to  purchase  the  1798/7  overdate  variety. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  in  October  1909  from  Elmer  Sears. 


Rare  1798/7  13  Stars  Reverse  Dime 


JR-2 


395  1798/7  Overdate.  JR-2.  AU-55.  Rarity-6.  An  outstanding  specimen 
of  this  rare  overdate,  one  of  the  rarest  of  the  Bust  dime  types.  Cer¬ 
tainly  Condition  Census  for  the  variety,  if  the  low  end.  Pale  silver 
gray,  with  attractive  iridescent  rose  highlights  and  considerable  mint 
lustre  around  the  peripheries.  Struck  from  severely  clashed  dies, 
with  plainly  visible  incusations  around  the  date  and  before  Liberty's 
throat.  Under  magnification,  portions  of  the  reverse  design  may 
be  seen  clearly  on  the  obverse!  Slightly  rounded  reverse  rim  from 
6:00  to  11:00. 

Purchased  privately  from  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Au¬ 
gust  16,  1954. 

Struck  from  the  same  obverse  die  used  to  coin  the  1798/7  overdate  with  16  stars  on 
the  reverse  variety,  but  with  a  newly  designed  and  somewhat  idiosyncratic  reverse.  On 
this  variety,  the  reverse  stars  are  aligned  as  if  in  diagonal  lines,  rather  than  a  normal, 
curved  row  fashion.  As  a  variety,  the  13  stars  reverse  overdate  of  this  year  is  twice  as 
scarce  as  the  16  stars  reverse  variety.  The  edge  of  this  piece  is  mostly  unreeded,  showing 
us  the  original  surface  of  the  planchet. 


1798  Small  8  JR-3  Dime 


Possibly  Condition  Census 


396  1798  Small  8.  JR-3.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Rarity-5.  Rich,  iridescent  blue 
and  medium  silver  gray  toning  on  both  surfaces.  Exceptionally 
sharp,  with  even  the  obverse  center  well  struck  up.  Typical  soft¬ 
ness  on  the  fourth  star  on  the  reverse.  An  outstanding  reverse, 
which  is  sharp,  shows  the  eagle's  breast  feathers  to  full  advantage 
even  without  magnification,  and  is  attractively  toned.  All  in  all, 
a  very  worthwhile  specimen  of  this  Small  8  variety.  Initial  M  in¬ 
cised  in  right  obverse  field,  partially  removed. 

Purchased  privately  from  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  May 
17,  1955. 

Struck  from  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  horizontal  breaks  extending  from  the 
fourth  and  sixth  stars  to  the  ribbons  and  back  of  Liberty's  head.  Unrecorded  obverse 
die  break  in  the  right  field,  extending  from  Liberty's  forehead  to  reach  the  ninth  star. 
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1800  JR-2  Dime 

High  Condition  Census 


See  enlarged  photograph  on  next  page. 

397  1800  JR-2  MS-63.  Rarity-4.  High  in  the  Condition  Census,  the  edi¬ 
tors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  record  about  five  in  MS-60  or  bet¬ 
ter  condition.  This  is  the  scarcer  of  the  two  varieties  of  the  1800. 
Faintly  toned,  with  just  a  trace  of  golden  brown  on  the  obverse  and 
more  iridescent  golden  brown  on  the  reverse.  Obverse  and  reverse 
partially  reflective.  Partial  obverse  denticulation,  as  usually  seen. 
Diagnostic  reverse  die  scratch  extending  from  the  upper  right  point 
of  the  shield.  Reverse  particularly  sharply  struck.  Nice  definition 
on  the  obverse  in  Liberty's  hair  strands.  Struck  from  somewhat  rust¬ 
ed  dies.  All  in  all,  an  exceptional  specimen. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  Hillyer  Ryder,  et  al.  col¬ 
lection,  June  23,  1954. 

The  obverse  used  for  this  variety  of  1800  dime  is  the  same  die  used  on  the  other  varie¬ 
ty  of  this  date.  The  reverse  was  later  muled  with  an  1801  obverse. 


398  1800  JR-2  VI^30.  Rarity-5.  A  second  specimen  of  this  variety  of  the 
1800  dime.  This  example  is  toned  on  both  obverse  and  reverse  in 
iridescent  purple,  golden  brown,  and  pale  blue.  Very  typical  strike. 
Diagnostic  lack  of  denticulation  on  the  obverse,  from  12:00  to  3:00; 
reverse  die  scratch  from  right  point  of  shield.  Centers  typically  weak¬ 
ly  struck  up. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company's  sale  of  May  29, 
1953,  Lot  129. 


-  146  - 


1800  JR-2  Dime 


Lot  397 
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1801  JR-1  Dime 


Second  Finest  Known 


399  1801  JR-l  MS-60  to  63.  Rarity-4.  Second  Finest  Known.  Surpassed 
only  by  the  MS-63  specimen  sold  by  Stack's  in  June  1980.  This  ex¬ 
ample  is  deeply  toned  with  iridescent  blue  and  golden  brown  high¬ 
lights  on  both  surfaces.  Very  typical  obverse  and  reverse  strikes, 
due  to  the  heavy  rusting  suffered  by  the  dies.  Same  reverse  as  used 
on  the  1800  JR-2  variety.  Obverse  diagnostic  spine  from  tip  of  curl 
to  E.  Considerable  lustre  still  remains  on  the  reverse,  despite  the 


original  rusting  in  the  dies.  The  obverse  is  similarly  lustrous. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands'  Coin  Company  April  22,  1953. 

Although  this  is  the  commoner  of  the  two  varieties  of  the  1801  dime,  with  an  overall 
rarity  rating  of  4,  in  this  outstanding  condition  the  coin  assumes  a  Rarity  Rating  of  8, 
with  fewer  than  three  known  in  MS-60  or  above  grades.  In  fact,  combining  the  two  vari¬ 
eties  of  the  1801,  no  more  than  10  are  known  or  suspected  in  MS-60  or  finer  condition, 
making  a  condition  rarity  rating  for  the  date  of  Rarity-7  Finer  than  the  Bareford  144  or 
Garrett:1574  coins;  just  a  shade  below  the  finest  known 
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400  1802  JR-4  VF-20  to  30.  Rarity-4.  Deeply  toned,  in  iridescent  blue 
and  pale  rose.  Typical  strike,  with  central  weakness.  Some  signs 
of  very  old  tooling,  since  hidden  by  the  toning. 

Purchased  privately  from  Stack's,  March  18,  1955.  Among  other 
coins  purchased  this  date  from  Stack's  were  the  1820  and  1822  Proof 
quarter  dollars,  the  1823  quarter  dollar,  and  1837  quarter  dollar. 

This  is  the  only  appearance  of  this  obverse  die.  The  reverse  of  this  variety  was  used 
for  the  1802  quarter  eagle;  later  for  the  1804  quarter  eagle  and  the  1804  dime. 


1803  Dime 


401  1803  JR-3  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  An  early  state  of  the  dies,  with  diagnos¬ 
tic  weakness  on  the  B  on  the  obverse.  Typical  central  weakness  on 
both  surfaces.  Deep  gray  with  iridescent  blue  notably  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  One  old  reverse  scratch. 

Purchased  from  Stack's,  January  18,  1956. 


1804  13  Stars  Dime 


402  1804  13  Stars  reverse  variety  JR-1.  VG-8/F-12.  Rarity-5.  Pale  gold  and 
silver  gray.  Struck  on  an  imperfectly  prepared  planchet,  with  a  deep 
pit  on  the  obverse  surface  in  the  right  field.  Pronounced  swelling 
behind  Liberty's  head,  obscuring  her  bust  line,  right  shoulder,  and 
hair  lines.  Reverse  weak  over  ERICA,  a  result  of  the  planchet 
imperfection. 

Purchased  at  the  1953  ANA  convention  sale,  August  22. 


1804  14  Stars  Variety  Dime 
JR-2 

Possibly  Finest  Known 


403  1804  14  Stars  on  reverse.  JR-2  AU-50.  Rarity-5.  Possibly  finest 
known,  finer  than  any  other  specimen  recorded  by  the  editors  of 
Early  United  States  Dimes.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  a  bright  ir- 
ridescent  blue,  with  pale  rose  and  golden  brown  highlights.  Qual¬ 
ity  of  the  strike  is  high,  with  full  central  obverse  detail  and  some 
breast  feathers  on  the  eagle  visible  without  the  aid  of  magnifica¬ 
tion.  Very  typical  weakness  from  beneath  the  date  reaching  to  about 
10:00  on  the  obverse  rim,  and  the  corresponding  portion  of  the  re¬ 
verse  rim.  All  seen  show  this  diagnostic  weakness.  Some  original 
mint  lustre  may  be  seen  around  the  obverse  periphery.  The  1804 
14  Stars  on  reverse  variety  is  the  scarcer  of  the  two  varieties  of  this 
date.  It  appears  to  be  unknown  in  Uncirculated  condition,  and  prior 
to  the  appearance  of  the  Norweb  specimen,  was  unrecorded  above 
EF-45.  A  major  rarity  for  the  advanced  collector.  Missing  from  the 
celebrated  Bareford  Collection;  Garrett's  specimen  was  only  Very 
Fine. 

Purchased  privately  from  Stack's  March  18,  1955. 

Struck  from  a  somewhat  later  state  of  the  obverse  die  than  described  by  the  editors 
of  Early  United  States  Dimes,  with  the  horizontal  crack  reaching  from  the  rim  above  the 
13th  star  extending  past  Liberty's  chin,  vertically  through  the  front  of  her  head,  and  reach¬ 
ing  the  base  of  T.  Same  reverse  as  used  to  coin  one  variety  of  the  1804  quarter  eagle. 

The  Norweb  Collection  appears  to  have  been  unavailable  for  inspection  by  the  editors 
of  Early  United  States  Dimes.  Consequently,  many  of  the  high  grade  and  rare  varieties 
found  in  the  Norweb  Collection  went  unrecorded  in  that  reference.  Interested  collectors 
will,  naturally,  want  to  update  their  personal  copies  of  that  indispensable  reference,  tak¬ 
ing  into  account  the  outstanding  selection  offered  by  the  Norweb  Collection.  Struck  from 
the  same  reverse  die  used  to  coin  one  variety  of  the  1804  quarter  eagle.  Typical  shallow 
reverse  strike. 
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1805  Five  Berries  Reverse  JR-1  Dime 

Rarer  of  the  Two  Varieties 


404  1805  Five  Berries  Reverse.  JR-1.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Rarity-3,  the  rarer 
of  the  two  varieties  of  this  year.  Obverse  and  reverse  are  light  gray, 
with  iridescent  rose  and  traces  of  blue.  Very  typical  central  weak¬ 
ness,  visible  here  on  both  surfaces.  Typical  die  states:  obverse  free 
from  cracks;  reverse  cracked  as  described  in  Early  United  States 
Dimes. 

Purchased  from  James  Kelly  on  July  21,  1953,  $37.50. 

Of  the  two  varieties  of  the  1805  dime,  this  one,  with  five  berries  on  the  reverse,  is 
about  twice  as  difficult  to  locate  as  the  more  common  Four  Berry  Reverse  variety.  As 
the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dime  point  out,  for  every  one  five  berry  reverse  variety 
dime  seen,  about  two  to  three  Four  Berry  Reverse  specimens  survive.  Although  listed 
in  the  Guide  Book  following  the  Four  Berry  Reverse  variety,  as  the  editors  of  Early  United 
States  Dimes  pointout,  the  lettering  style  on  the  Five  Berry  Reverse  var’ity  is  of  the  peri¬ 
od,  while  the  lettering  style  of  the  reverse  on  the  Four  Berry  variety  reflects  an  older  style. 
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1805  Four  Berries  Reverse  JR-2  Dime 


Among  the 


Finest  Known 


405  1805  Four  Berries  Reverse.  JR-2.  MS-65.  Rarity-2.  Among  the  finest 
known,  a  simply  outstanding  specimen  of  the  variety.  Bright  sil¬ 
ver  gray  obverse,  with  some  patchy  areas  of  golden  brown  and  iri¬ 
descent  blue  toning.  Reverse  smaller,  with  some  darker  areas  and 
a  bright  iridescent  orange,  green,  and  blue  area  above  the  eagle's 
head.  Extremely  sharp  obverse  with  individual  hair  strands  per¬ 
fectly  delineated  and  full  drapery  around  Liberty's  bust.  Stars  typi¬ 
cally  weak,  as  are  denticles.  Reverse  somewhat  softer  around  the 
periphery.  Highly  lustrous,  a  very  attractive  piece  with  an  obverse 
that  looks  as  if  it  were  struck  only  yesterday!  A  number  of  Uncir¬ 


culated  specimens  of  this  variety  survive,  but  this  example  is  cer¬ 
tainly  among  the  handful  of  outstanding  condition  pieces  in  that 
census. 

Purchased  from  A.].  Fink  on  February  15,  1956. 

Typical  die  states,  both  obverse  and  reverse  show  signs  of  clashing.  Reverse  some¬ 
what  rusted.  Normal  die  alignment.  Same  obverse  die  is  used  on  the  only  other  variety 
of  the  1805;  only  appearance  of  this  reverse  die.  As  the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes 
state,  the  reverse  lettering  characteristics  are  more  reminiscent  of  the  earlier  dated  dimes, 
circa  1798,  than  the  1805-dated  pieces,  and  may  represent  a  reverse  left  over  from  that 
time  period. 
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Outstanding  1807  Dime 

JR-l 


406  1807  JR-l.  MS-63  or  better.  Rarity-2.  Typical  sharp  centers,  with 
virtually  full  obverse  and  reverse  detail,  including  breast  feathers, 
visible  to  the  naked  eye.  Reverse  periphery  weak  as  usual,  due  to 
heavy  overusage  of  this  die.  Obverse  periphery  weak  at  left,  as  al¬ 
ways  seen.  Perfect,  even  medium  gray  toning.  This  makes  an  out¬ 
standing  specimen  in  terms  of  eye  appeal!  Slight  collar  slippage, 
creating  a  wire  rim  on  the  obverse  from  9:00  to  12:00.  Typical  ob¬ 
verse  clash  marks,  almost  always  seen  on  the  1807  dime.  All  in  all, 
an  outstanding  specimen  and  possibly  within  the  condition  cen¬ 
sus  for  the  date.  Only  one  variety  of  the  1807  struck. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  T.  James  Clarke  Collec¬ 
tion,  April  17,  1956,  Lot  1624;  earlier,  ex-  Dr.  French. 

The  1807  dime  is  known  in  one  variety,  with  a  full  165,000  pieces  said  to  have  been 
struck.  This  exceptionally  large  number  of  coins  struck  from  one  pair  of  dies  accounts 
for  the  typical  reverse  weakness.  The  reverse  die  was  used  to  coin  quarter  eagles  dated 
1805,  1806  (two  varieties),  and  1807,  as  well  as  the  1807  dime.  Certainly,  this  must  have 
been  one  of  the  most  overworked  dies  at  the  Mint. 


Second  Pedigreed  1807  Dime 


407  1807  JR-l  EF-40.  Rarity-2.  A  second  specimen  of  the  1807  dime, 
struck  from  an  earlier  state  of  the  reverse  die  with  much  sharper 
definition  around  the  peripheries.  Deep  silver  gray,  with  a  few  faint 
iridescent  highlights  visible.  One  minor  rim  dent,  visible  at  3:00 
on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection, 
October  1908,  Lot  662. 
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1809  Capped  Bust  Dime 


408  1809  JR-1.  MS-60.  Rarity-4.  Near  or  in  the  Condition  Census  for 
the  date.  Only  one  variety  struck  in  1809.  This  specimen  is  a  bright 
iridescent  rose,  with  pale  blue  highlights  around  the  periphery. 
Typical  strike  on  the  obverse,  with  stars  on  the  left  weak.  Small 
patch  of  die  rust  on  Liberty's  jaw  line.  Tiny,  old  nick  below  this 
position.  Highly  lustrous.  On  a  par  with  the  Garrett:  1580  and 
Bareford:153  specimens. 

Purchased  from  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic  Association  Conven¬ 


tion  Sale ,  October  22,  1954,  conducted  by  Benjamin  Stack's  Imperial  Coin 
Co.,  Lot  143. 

1809  is  the  first  year  of  issue  for  the  newly  designed  Capped  Bust  type,  struck  until 
1837.  Designed  by  John  Reich,  the  new  rendition  of  Liberty  and  the  reverse  eagle  su¬ 
perceded  Robert  Scot's  earlier  design.  No  dimes  were  struck  in  1808,  Presumably,  the 
large  quantity  run  off  in  1807  was  intended  to  supply  the  needs  for  the  denomination 
in  the  following  year.  Also,  as  Reich  was  working  in  the  Mint  in  1807,  the  officials  there 
may  have  decided  to  use  the  single  pair  of  1807  dies  until  Reich  had  completed  his  design 
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1811/09  Overdate  JR-1  Dime 


Tied  for  Finest  Known 


409  1811/09  Overdate.  JR-1.  MS-65.  Rarity-3.  Tied  for  finest  known. 

Deep  silver  gray  toning,  with  uniform  pale  rose  iridescence.  Bold 
overdate,  clearly  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  Typical  weakness  on  the 
reverse  rim  at  about  8:00,  but  denticles  in  this  position  sharper  than 
often  seen.  Reverse  die  shattered,  but  the  breaks  there  in  a  moderate 
state  of  development.  Obverse  shows  signs  of  clashing.  Very  lus¬ 
trous,  particularly  about  the  peripheries  and  beneath  the  toning 


on  the  reverse.  Finer  than  the  Bareford:154  or  Garrett:  1581 
specimens. 

Purchased  privately  from  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  June 
10,  1953. 

This  is  the  only  known  variety  of  the  1811  dime;  all  are  overdates.  Struck  from  an  ob¬ 
verse  originally  dated  1809,  and  intended  for  the  coinage  of  that  year;  and  from  the  re 
verse  die  originally  used  in  1809.  All  together,  this  reverse  was  used  to  strike  approxi¬ 
mately  100,000  dimes! 
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1814  Small  Date  JR-1  Dime 

Possibly  Finest  Known 


Superb  1820  JR-1  Dime 

STATESOFAMERICA 


410  1814  Small  Date  variety.  JR-1.  MS-63.  Rarity-3.  High  in  the  Condi¬ 
tion  Census,  if  not  the  finest  known.  Bright  silver  gray  obverse, 
with  faint  golden  brown  toning  around  the  periphery;  rich  golden 
brown  reverse.  Sharply  struck.  Typical  weakness  in  some  stars,  par¬ 
ticularly  behind  Liberty's  head.  Evidence  of  rim  crumbling  at  3:00 
to  6:00  on  the  obverse.  Sharp  reverse  strike. 

Purchased  privately  from  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Au¬ 
gust  16,  1954. 

While  only  Rarity-3  for  the  variety,  in  this  condition  the  1814  Small  Date  dime  is  a 
full  Rarity-7+,  with  fewer  than  six  said  to  exist  in  MS-60  or  better  condition.  Based  on 
technical  grade,  this  is  finer  than  the  MS-60  example  noted  by  the  editors  of  Early  United 
States  Dimes  as  being  the  finest  they  had  seen.  Certainly,  finer  than  the  Bareford:155  speci¬ 
men,  and  far  nicer  than  the  Garrett:  1582  coin. 


Attractive  1814  Large  Date  Dime 


411  1814  Large  Date.  JR-3.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Rarity-2.  Deep  silver  gray, 
with  iridescent  purple  and  light  blue  highlights.  Sharply  struck  on 
the  reverse,  except  for  the  upper  portion  of  the  rim.  Obverse  den¬ 
ticles  usually  weak.  Lustrous.  Typical  obverse  die  state;  fairly  late 
reverse  state. 

Purchased  at  the  1954  Middle  Atlantic  States  Numismatic  Association 
Convention  sale,  October  22,  1954,  conducted  by  Benjamin  Stack's  Im¬ 
perial  Coin  Co.,  lot  number  unrecorded. 


1814  JR-5  Dime 

STATESOFAMERICA 


412  1814  JR-5.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  STATESOFAMERICA  variety.  Rarity-3. 
Light  golden  brown,  with  medium  gray  undertones.  A  couple  of 
darker  toning  areas  on  the  obverse.  Typical  reverse  weakness  on 
the  denticles,  from  12:00  to  5:30.  Upper  portion  of  obverse  also  typi¬ 
cally  soft.  Popular,  Guide  Book  variety,  with  the  last  three  words  of 
the  reverse  legend  run  together,  without  proper  spacing. 

The  obwlrse  was  used  in  combination  with  a  different  1814  reverse  die  earlier;  the  re¬ 
verse  was  later  employed  with  an  1810  obverse  (see  next  lot).  No  dimes  were  struck 
1815-1819. 


413  1820  JR-1.  MS-60  to  63.  Rarity-4.  STATESOFAMERICA  variety.  Out¬ 
standing  condition  for  this  popular,  Guide  Book  variety.  Bright  and 
lustrous,  with  just  a  trace  of  pale  golden  toning.  Late  state  of  the 
obverse,  with  a  pronounced  die  bulge  growing  beneath  the  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  stars.  Reverse  die  first  employed  for  the  1814 
STATESOFAMERICA  variety,  but  here  still  quite  sharp.  The  1820 
"blundered  die"  dime  is  considerably  scarcer  than  its  sister  1814 
variety. 

Purchased  from  Jim  Ruddy  and  Dave  Bowers'  Empire  Coin  Co.,  date 
unrecorded,  probably  circa  1958. 

The  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  traced  only  three  to  four  MS-60  or  better  con¬ 
dition  specimens.  The  Norweb  coin  is  certainly  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety, 
and  is  close  to  the  finest  thus  far  seen,  an  MS-65  specimen. 


414  1820  JR-1  AU-50.  Rarity-4.  STATESOFAMERICA  variety.  A  second 
specimen  of  this  popular,  Guide  Book  variety.  This  example  is  an 
attractive,  deep  golden  gray  with  faint  iridescent  blue  highlights. 
Struck  from  a  slightly  earlier  obverse  state,  with  a  less  pronounced 
bulge  beneath  the  second  and  third  stars.  Tiny  nick  beneath  Liberty's 
eye.  Same  reverse  die  as  the  preceding. 

Purchased  from  Aubrey  Bebee  on  March  11,  1953. 
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1820  JR-2  Dime 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


415  1820  JR-2.  MS-63.  Rarity-3.  Among  the  finest  known,  just  a  shade 
below  the  MS-65  Robison: 994  specimen.  This  example  is  pale  gold¬ 
en  gray,  with  some  darker  areas  on  the  obverse  and  lighter  irides¬ 
cent  blue  on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck,  with  attractive  hair  detail 
on  the  obverse  and  clear  feather  detail  on  the  reverse.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Clear,  sharp  recuttings  in  some  letters  of  the  reverse  legend. 


419  1820  JR-11  EF-40.  Rarity-3.  A  second  specimen  of  this  variety  of  the 
1820  dime.  This  piece  is  spectacularly  toned,  with  bright  golden 
brown  and  orange  centers  surrounded  by  iridescent  pale  blue  and 
deep  purple  borders.  Some  light  surface  marks,  mostly  hidden  by 
the  toning.  Partially  reflective  surfaces.  Perfect  dies,  as  the  preced¬ 
ing  specimen. 


1821  JR-7  Dime 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


416  1820  JR-4.  VF-30.  Rarity-5.  Light  silver,  with  some  darker  areas  re¬ 
maining  following  an  old,  chemical  cleaning.  Double  denticle  in 
front  of  bust,  diagnostic  for  the  combination,  partially  lapped  off. 


420  1821  Large  Date.  JR-7.  MS-60  to  63.  Rarity-2.  Among  the  finest 
known,  high  in  the  Condition  Census.  This  is  a  spectacular  Capped 
Bust  dime!  The  underlying  surfaces  are  a  uniform  golden  gray.  The 
centers  of  the  coin  are  iridescent  blue,  and  the  peripheries  are  a 
lighter  golden  brown.  A  few,  old  marks  are  mostly  hidden  by  the 
toning.  Usual  weakness  on  the  obverse  above  Liberty's  cap,  and 
at  the  top  of  the  eagle's  right  wing.  Otherwise,  sharp.  A  very  nice 
example,  one  worthy  of  inclusion  in  a  fine  type  collection. 

Purchased  at  the  1954  Middle  Atlantic  States  Numismatic  Association 
Convention  auction,  by  Benjamin  Stack's  Imperial  Coin  Company. 


417  1820  JR-10.  VG-8.  Rarity-3.  Deep  gray,  with  pale  rose  highlights  and 
a  touch  of  golden  brown  on  the  reverse.  One  of  only  two  varieties 
known  with  a  small  C  in  the  denomination. 


418  1820  JR-11.  AU-55.  Rarity-3.  Bright,  reflective  surfaces  which  are 
partially  toned  in  iridescent  blue  on  the  obverse,  pale  rose  and  blue 
on  the  reverse.  Scratch  on  Liberty's  cheek.  Very  sharply  struck,  in 
common  with  most  of  this  variety.  The  reverse  is  particularly  reflec¬ 
tive  and  well  struck.  In  fact,  the  quality  of  the  strike  on  this  piece 
is  higher  than  usually  seen  on  Capped  Bust  dimes  of  this  era.  Origi¬ 
nally  purchased  as  a  Proof.  The  Bareford:158  coin  is  still  the  finest 
known  of  the  variety. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  June  26,  1953,  Lot 
1972. 
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1821  Small  Date  JR-8  Dime 


The  Finest  Known 


421  1821  Small  Date.  JR-8.  MS-65.  Rarity-2.  The  finest  known,  far  sur¬ 
passing  the  nearest  runner-up  recorded  by  the  editors  of  Early  United 
States  Dimes,  an  MS-60  sold  in  1974!  This  piece  is  among  the  nicest 
of  all  of  the  Norweb  Collection  dimes.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
centers  are  a  bright  iridescent  blue  and  rose,  and  the  peripheries 
on  both  sides  are  pale  golden  brown.  The  toning  scheme  is  as  per¬ 
fect  as  one  could  want  on  an  early  dime.  The  strike  is  sharp,  with 
full  obverse  and  reverse  denticulation  and  excellent  detail  in  Liberty's 
hair  and  the  eagle's  feathers.  Perfect  dies,  with  just  a  faint  trace  of 


an  obverse  bulge  in  the  left  field  behind  the  first  to  third  stars.  In 
terms  of  eye  appeal,  this  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  Capped  Bust 
type  dimes  we  have  seen  in  years.  For  the  advanced  collector  who 
wishes  to  combine  variety  and  condition;  or  the  type  collector  who 
wishes  to  obtain  the  finest  known  Small  Date  1821  dime,  this  speci¬ 
men  would  be  an  outstanding  choice. 

Purchased  in  1954  at  the  Middle  Atlantic  States  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  Convention  sale,  conducted  by  Benjamin  Stack's  Imperial  Coin  Co. 
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Rare  1822  Dime 


422  1822  JR-1.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Rarity-3.  Deep,  even  golden  gray  ton¬ 
ing  on  both  surfaces,  with  just  a  few  traces  of  brighter  golden  brown, 
primarily  on  the  reverse.  Well  struck,  save  for  the  first  three  stars 
on  the  obverse;  full  feather  detail  on  the  eagle  on  the  reverse.  Vir¬ 
tually  full  obverse  and  reverse  denticulation.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  date,  with  a  census  of  about  300  specimens  sur¬ 
viving  in  all  grades. 

Purchased  from  Nezv  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  auction  of  the  T. 
James  Clarke  Collection,  April  19,  1956,  Lot  1626. 

As  the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  note,  about  10  exist  in  MS-60  or  better  con¬ 
dition;  and  about  10  also  in  EF-40  to  AU-55  condition.  The  vast  majority  are  found  in 
Fine  or  lower  grades.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  advanced  collector  of  dimes. 


1823/2  Overdate  JR-1  Dime 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


425  1823/2  Overdate,  Small  Es  on  reverse.  JR-1.  MS-63.  Rarity-3.  Among 
the  finest  known,  a  close  runner-up  to  the  Bareford:164  specimen. 
This  example  is  a  lovely  bright  golden  yellow,  with  perfectly  cen¬ 
tered  iridescent  blue  highlights  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Plain 
overdate,  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  Well-struck  obverse,  with  full 
central  star  detail;  reverse  slightly  soft  on  eagle's  neck  and  left  tal¬ 
ons.  Full  denticulation,  save  for  rim  crumbling  over  10th  star.  Highly 
lustrous,  with  full  original  lustre.  An  outstanding  specimen,  des¬ 
tined  for  the  finest  of  cabinets. 


Second  1822  Dime 

With  L  Counterstamp  on  Cap 


423  1822  JR-1.  VF-20.  Rarity-3.  Counterstamped  L  twice  on  Liberty  cap. 
Light  gray,  with  faint  golden  highlights  around  the  peripheries. 
Traces  of  old  lacquer.  Better  than  average  condition  for  the  date, 
which  is  rare.  A  few  old  obverse  scratches. 

Purchased  from  M.H.  Bolender,  June  29,  1935. 

The  significance  of  the  counterstamp  L  on  the  obverse  of  this  piece  is  still  uncertain. 
Counterstamps  in  the  form  of  L,  R,  and  E  have  been  seen  on  some  early  American  silver 
coins,  particularly  of  the  1815  through  1825  decade.  These  have  been  seen  on  quarters 
and  dimes,  but  not  on  half  dollars,  thus  far.  The  meaning  of  these  counterstamps  is 
presently  unknown,  but  it  has  been  theorized  that  they  refer  to  the  weights  of  pieces 
so  counterstamped:  L  (light),  R  (regular),  E  (extra  weight  or  excess  weight).  In  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  consistently  recorded  weights  for  the  population  of  these  counterstamped  pieces, 
the  theory  remains  conjectural.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that  while  the  statuto¬ 
ry  weight  of  the  dime  of  this  period  was  41.6  grains,  this  counterstamped  piece  weighs 
40.8  grains,  although  the  difference  may  be  due  to  wear. 


Third  1822  Dime 


424  1822  JR-1.  F-12.  Rarity-3.  A  third  and  final  specimen  of  the  rare  1822 
dime.  Struck  from  the  same  dies  as  the  preceding.  Only  100,000 
pieces  struck  this  year.  This  specimen  is  a  bright  iridescent  rose, 
with  pale  green  and  blue  highlights  on  both  surfaces.  Much  better 
than  average  condition  for  the  date. 

Purchased  from  M.H.  Bolender  on  June  29,  1935. 


Second  1823/2  Overdate  JR-3  Dime 

Condition  Census 


426  1823/2  Overdate,  Large  Es  reverse.  JR-3.  MS-60.  Rarity-2.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census.  Perfectly  toned,  with  even,  uniform  deep  gray  and 
pale  blue.  Slightly  better  struck  than  the  piece  in  the  preceding  lot, 
although  from  different  dies.  Full  obverse  detail,  and  almost  per¬ 
fectly  struck  up  reverse  detail.  Full  denticulation.  Reverse  D  plain¬ 
ly  recut  over  earlier  E.  Lustrous.  A  second  important  1823/2  over¬ 
date  dime. 

All  known  1823  obverse  dies  are  overdates,  the  3  having  been  punched  over  an  un¬ 
derlying  2.  Apparently  five  additional  1822-dated  dies  were  prepared  (two  later  used 
in  1824)  for  the  dime  coinage  of  that  year.  However,  as  nearly  one  million  dimes  had 
been  struck  in  1820,  and  over  a  million  struck  in  1821,  the  small  number  struck  in  1822 
(100,000  pieces)  may  have  been  sufficient  for  circulation  needs  of  the  denomination,  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  low  1822  mintage  as  well  as  the  overdating  of  previously  prepared  1822 
obverse  dies. 
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1824/2  Overdate  JR-1  Dime 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


127  1824/2  Overdate.  JR-1.  MS-63.  Rarity-3.  Among  the  finest  known. 
An  outstanding  example  of  this  highly  popular  overdate  dime,  the 
underlying  2  beneath  the  final  4  visible  without  need  of  magnifi¬ 
cation.  Attractive,  deep  silver  gray  with  iridescent  rose  and  pale 
blue  highlights.  Full  obverse  star  detail  visible.  Die  line  through 
denticles  between  fifth  and  sixth  stars,  extending  towards  the  lat¬ 
ter,  (slightly  more  advanced  than  Bareford:167).  Struck  using  an 
1822-dated  obverse,  overdated  to  1824. 

Purchased  at  the  1984  Middle  Atlantic  States  Numismatic  Association 
Convention,  conducted  by  Benjamin  Stack's  Imperial  Coin  Company, 

Two  varieties  of  the  1824  dime  are  now  known,  the  second  having  been  discovered 
by  H.  Roland  Willasch  in  1982;  the  latter  is  extremely  rare.  All  1824  obverses  are  over¬ 
dates,  originally  having  been  prepared  for  the  1822  coinage. 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Dimes 


428  1824/2  Overdate.  JR-1.  F-12.  Rarity- 3.  Deep  gray,  with  pale  golden 
and  faint  iridescent  blue  and  rose  highlights.  Some  old,  vertical 
scratches  on  the  obverse.  Plain  overdate,  visible  without  the  aid 
of  magnification.  About  the  same  state  of  the  obverse  die  as  the 
piece  in  the  preceding  lot. 

Purchased  from  William  Hesslein  in  1909,  possibly  from  his  auction  sale 
of  November  6. 
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Gem  Proof-65  1825  JR-2  Dime 


Finest  Known  1825  Dime 


429  1825  JR-2,  Breen-3b.  Proof-65.  Rarity-2.  Finest  known,  finer  than 
any  other  1825  dime  recorded,  including  the  Bareford:168  speci¬ 
men.  This  the  second  of  the  two  1825  Proof  dimes  from  this  die 
combination  recorded  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia.  Its  sur¬ 
faces  are  an  attractive  medium  gray  with  faint  iridescent  blue  high¬ 
lights.  Centers  somewhat  soft,  but  peripheries  sharply  struck.  Full 
denticulation,  and  perfectly  centered.  Brilliant,  Proof  surfaces. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  June  10, 
1953. 


This  is  only  the  second  confirmed  Proof  1825  dime  we  have  recorded,  the  other  being 
the  Bareford:168  specimen.  A  few  technical  features  on  this  specimen  are  worth  noting 
here.  Stars  two  and  10  show  plain  recutting.  TA  on  reverse  very  close,  but  do  not  touch. 
O  on  reverse  crumbling  on  the  left  side  of  the  loop.  All  letters  in  the  reverse  legend, 
including  the  denomination,  show  faint  doubling.  Faint,  almost  imperceptible,  doubling 
visible  on  some  areas  of  the  obverse,  also.  Presumably  struck  at  least  twice  to  bring  up 
detail  and  create  the  sharpness  necessary  for  a  presentation  strike. 
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1825  JR-4  Dime 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


430  1825  JR-4.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Rarity-2.  High  in  the  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  for  the  variety,  close  to  the  Robison:  1007  MS-60  specimen.  Light 
gray  with  attractive  iridescent  rose  and  pale  blue  highlights.  Typi¬ 
cal  strike  with  some  weakness  in  Liberty's  curls  over  her  ear  and 
corresponding  portion  of  the  reverse.  Otherwise,  nicely  struck.  Typi¬ 
cal  obverse  state  with  faint  die  break  connecting  stars  eight  through 
13.  A  lustrous  specimen. 

Purchased  from  William  Hesslein,  date  unrecorded  (before  1913). 

Plain  doubling  on  reverse  letters  UNITED  STATES  O. 


431  1827  JR-1.  AU-55.  Rarity-2.  Variety  with  plain  recutting  on  the  left 
portion  of  the  7  in  the  date.  Bright  silver  and  pale  gold  with  attrac¬ 
tive  original  lustre  on  both  surfaces.  Technically  very  close  to  MS-60, 
save  for  a  few  minor  obverse  scratches.  Typical  reverse  die  state  with 
fine  cracks  reaching  from  the  rim  to  the  tip  of  the  eagle's  right  wing, 
tip  of  final  leaf  in  the  olive  branch,  and  top  of  D. 


1827  JR-6  Dime 

Probable  Finest  Known 


432  1827  JR-6.  MS-63.  Rarity-2.  Probably  finest  known,  far  superior 
to  the  MS-60  1975  ANA  Sale:216  specimen,  recorded  by  the  edi¬ 
tors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  as  the  finest  they  had  seen.  This 
is  a  lovely  pale  rose  with  similarly  pale  iridescent  blue  obverse 
periphery.  The  reverse  is  a  brilliant  light  golden  brown  with  bright 
‘iridescent  blue  highlights  around  the  periphery.  Sharply  struck. 
Faint  obverse  adjustment  marks  masked  by  the  hair  detail.  Bump 
on  Liberty's  jaw  line,  otherwise  flawless  surfaces.  Doubling  notice¬ 
able  on  most  letters  in  the  reverse  legend,  particularly  the  third 
T  and  AM. 

Purchased  from  O.B.  Windau,  October  12,  1954. 


1828  Small  Date  Dime 


433  1828  Small  Date.  JR-1.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Rarity-2.  Very  near  the  low 
end  of  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety.  Attractively  toned  in 
sea  green,  bright  orange,  and  pale  gray  on  both  surfaces.  Sharply 
struck.  Struck  after  the  dies  had  clashed.  N  on  reverse  filling,  pro¬ 
nounced  break  at  base  of  M  reaching  through  that  letter  to  the  rim 
between  ME.  Only  two  varieties  known  of  the  1828,  the  small  and 
large  dates. 

Purchased  at  the  1953  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention 
Sale,  conducted  by  Abe  Kosoff,  August  22,  1953,  Lot  3846. 

In  1828  William  Kneass,  engraver  at  the  Mint  since  1824,  introduced  a  new  technolog¬ 
ical  feature  to  the  coining  of  dimes.  Prior  to  1828  dimes  had  been  milled  on  the  Castaing 
machine  prior  to  striking,  and  then  struck  in  a  plain  collar.  William  Kneass  introduced 
the  fixed  reeded  collar  to  the  Mint.  Using  this  equipment  the  planchet  was  placed  be¬ 
tween  the  dies  within  the  reeded  collar  and  then  struck.  The  reeding  within  the  collar 
created  the  edge  that  we  see  on  the  coin  today. 

Kneass  also  redesigned  the  obverse,  reducing  the  size  of  the  stars,  among  other  subtle 
changes.  While  the  Guide  Book  suggests  that  all  1828-1837  dimes  are  struck  in  a  reduced 
diameter,  the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  have  shown  that  diameters  of  dimes 
from  1828-1837  are  not  uniformly  smaller  than  the  earlier  size.  The  real  significant  change 
in  the  coinage  of  dimes  in  1928  was  the  use  of  a  closed  reeded  collar  to  insure  that  all 
dimes  struck  on  were  perfectly  centered  and  received  equal  striking  pressure  on  all  points 
across  their  surfaces. 
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434 


Attractive  1828 


Large  Date  Dime 


1828  Large  Date.  JR-2.  AU-55.  Rarity-3.  A  highly  attractive  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  Large  Date  variety  dime  of  this  year  with  brilliant  irides¬ 


cent  blue  and  pale  purple  highlights  across  both  surfaces.  Periph¬ 
eries  are  pale  golden  brown.  The  obverse  is  apparently  slightly  out 
of  round  towards  4:00. 

Purchased  privately  from  Stack's,  March  18,  1955. 

The  reverse  has  an  unrecorded  feature  of  note.  The  C  in  the  denomination  appears 
to  have  originally  been  punched  too  high  into  the  die,  very  close  to  the  stem.  It  was 
later  corrected  into  its  present  position.  On  this  specimen,  the  remains  of  the  upper  loop 
of  the  original  C  can  be  seen  above  the  letters'  current  position,  and  the  traces  of  its  tail 
can  be  seen  in  the  space  between  the  serif  and  the  tail  of  the  letter's  present  location. 
This  feature  does  not  appear  to  have  been  recorded  by  the  editors  of  Early  United  States 
Dimes,  and  may  be  noticeable  only  on  particularly  sharp  reverse  impressions. 


Gem  1829  JR-1  Dime 


Probable  Finest  Known 


435  1829  Large  10  Cent.  JR-1.  MS-65.  Rarity-4.  Probably  the  finest 
known,  superior  to  the  1971  ANA:648  MS-63  example.  Light  sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces  with  iridescent  gold  and  pale  green  around  the 
obverse  periphery  and  across  portions  of  the  reverse  surface.  Sharp¬ 
ly  struck  obverse  with  full  star  detail  and  nice  definition  in  Liberty's 
curls.  Well  centered  with  pleasing,  high  rims.  Full  reverse  detail 
save  for  the  upper  left  portion  of  the  shield  (the  viewer's  left). 

From  S.H  Chapman's  Sale  of  the  Major  Richard  Lambert  Collection, 
October  21-22,  1910,  Lot  528. 


Struck  from  the  same  reverse  die  used  to  coin  the  1828  Large  Date  dime  in  the  preceding 
lot.  This  example  shows  very  clear  recutting  in  both  numerals  of  the  denomination  as 
well  as  the  C.  The  base  of  an  underlying  1,  portions  of  the  loop  of  an  underlying  0,  and 
much  of  the  underlying  C  may  be  seen  on  this  example.  A  close  comparison  with  the 
reverse  of  the  1828  in  Lot  434  suggests  portions  of  the  base  of  an  underlying  1  on  that 
coin's  denomination  also.  As  the  underlying  numerals  10  C  on  this  1829  dime  are  much 
sharper  and  fresher  looking  than  on  the  1828  in  the  preceding  lot,  it  may  be  that  |K- 1 
1829  was  struck  before  JR-2  1828.  This  conclusion  is  supported  by  the  observations  of 
the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes,  who  correctly  equate  their  1829  reverse  A  with 
1828  reverse  B,  and  give  the  emission  sequence  as  1829  B-1829A-1828B  An  interesting 
specimen  from  a  technical  point  of  view. 
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1829  JR-2  Dime 

Condition  Census 


not  confirmed.  This  specimen,  in  our  opinion,  while  of  outstanding  business  strike  quality, 
does  not  have  the  exceptional  sharpness  of  a  Proof  of  this  era  (see  below,  Lot  441,  for 
a  Proof  1831),  nor  does  it  seem  to  have  been  struck  on  a  specially  prepared,  highly  pol¬ 
ished  planchet. 


436  1829  Large  10  C.  JR-2.  MS-63,  prooflike.  Rarity-2.  Certainly  Con¬ 
dition  Census  for  the  variety,  possibly  high  within  it.  Medium  gray 
with  pale  iridescent  blue  highlights  on  both  surfaces  and  an  attrac¬ 
tive  golden  wash  on  the  reverse.  Highly  reflective,  prooflike  fields. 
Small  planchet  flaw  in  the  left  field  between  the  third  and  fourth 
stars.  Sharply  struck  except  for  the  usual  weakness  over  Liberty's 
ear  and  the  curls  behind  the  cap.  Nice  reverse  strike  with  full  feather 
detail  in  the  wings  and  just  a  trace  of  softness  at  the  top  of  the  ea¬ 
gle's  neck.  Lustrous.  Obverse  die  heavily  worn,  having  been  used 
earlier  in  1829.  Reverse  die  fairly  fresh,  just  showing  some  signs 
of  usage. 

A  nice  specimen  with  such  strongly  prooflike  fields  that  the  coin  was  inventoried  in 
the  Norweb  Collection  as  a  Proof. 


Outstanding  1829  JR-4  Dime 

Condition  Census 


Outstanding  1829  JR-12  Dime 

Condition  Census 


438  1829  Medium  10  C.  JR-12.  MS-60.  Rarity-3.  Condition  Census,  prob¬ 
ably  towards  the  low  end.  Pale  blue  on  obverse  and  reverse  over 
pale  gold  and  medium  steel  gray.  Lustrous.  Typical  strike  with  the 
usually  seen  weakness  over  Liberty's  ear  and  on  the  lower  curls 
behind  her  head.  Sharp  reverse  strike. 

Purchased  at  the  1953  ANA  Convention  Auction  Sale,  conducted  by 
Abe  Kosoff,  Lot  3847. 

The  obverse  used  to  coin  this  variety  had  been  previously  employed  in  two  other  mar¬ 
riages  in  1829.  The  reverse  was  later  used  to  strike  one  variety  each  of  the  1831-  and  1832- 
dated  dimes. 


Choice  1830  JR-2  Dime 

Probably  Condition  Census 


439  1830  Small  10  C.  JR-2.  MS-63.  Rarity-1.  Probable  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus,  most  likely  near  the  middle.  Bright  iridescent  rose  and  pale 
green  highlights  on  attractive,  light  gray  surfaces.  Sharply  struck, 
with  satisfying  detail  in  the  obverse  stars.  All  Liberty's  curls  are 
well  defined.  Reverse  similarly  well  struck,  with  individual  talon 
lines  visible  without  the  aid  of  magnification.  Lustrous. 

Same  obverse  die  used  earlier  in  1830  to  coin  the  JR-1  variety.  This  was  later  employed 
for  the  third  variety  of  this  date.  Reverse  die  used  earlier  to  coin  JR- 10  of  1829.  Numerous 
hairline  reverse  cracks. 


437  1829  Small  10  C.  JR-4.  MS-60,  prooflike.  Rarity-2.  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus.  An  outstanding  business  strike  specimen  of  this  date,  previ¬ 
ously  catalogued  as  a  Proof,  and  considered  to  be  a  Proof  by  Walter 
Breen.  Attractive  even  medium  gray  toning  with  faint  golden  and 
pale  blue  highlights.  Minute  rim  nick  on  the  obverse  beside  the 
sixth  star.  Highly  reflective  mirrorlike  surfaces  beneath  the  even, 
lovely  toning.  Sharply  struck  overall,  particularly  on  the  reverse. 
Small  reverse  nick  above  the  second  E. 

Purchased  privately  from  William  Hesslein  in  April  1909. 

Earlier  recorded  as  a  Proof  by  William  Hesslein  when  purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden 
(Mrs.  Norwebs  father),  and  by  Walter  Breen  who  listed  it  as  the  only  specimen  he  had 
seen  of  his  dies  3-D.  Noted  by  the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  as  reported  but 
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Gem  1830  JR-6  Dime 

Probably  Finest  Known 


440  1830  Large  10  C.  JR-6.  MS-65.  Rarity-2.  Probably  finest  known, 

superior  to  the  MS-63  example  mentioned  by  the  editors  of  Early 
United  States  Dimes.  Bright,  silver-gray  surfaces  with  streaks  of  darker 
greenish  gray  toning  on  the  obverse,  a  larger  band  of  toning  across 
the  right  upper  third  portion  of  the  reverse.  Reflective  surfaces,  par¬ 


ticularly  on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck  with  full  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  detail.  Nice  high  rims.  Highly  lustrous.  Althogether  an  out¬ 
standing  specimen  and  most  likely  the  finest  known  of  its  variety. 
Purchased  privately  from  W.S.  Scott,  September  1935. 
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Gem  Proof  1831  JR-2  Dime 

Probably  Finest  Known 


hi41  faVjj  fW 
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441  1831  JR-2.  Proof-65.  Rarity-3.  Probably  finest  known.  Deep,  per¬ 
fectly  mirrorlike  surfaces.  Attractive,  medium  gray  with  pale  iri¬ 
descent  rose  and  light  blue  toning.  Spectacular  reverse,  its  center 
a  bright  pale  rose  and  its  periphery  a  bright  pale  blue.  Outstand¬ 
ingly  sharp,  as  to  be  expected  from  a  Proof  specimen.  Nice  wide 
rims  in  common  with  the  style  of  the  period.  Rare,  probably 
Rarity-7+  as  Proof.  None  in  the  Bareford  (1981)  Collection,  perhaps 
the  finest  collection  of  dimes  offered  before  the  Norweb  Collection, 


nor  in  our  sale  of  The  Garrett  Collection. 

Purchased  privately  from  Richard  Picker,  date  unrecorded. 

The  editors  of  Early  United  Slates  Dimes  record  having  seen  a  Proof-67  offered  for  sale 
in  1981.  Given  the  stricter  grading  standards  of  today,  we  suspect  that  that  coin  would 
today  be  graded  some  points  lower.  In  absolute,  technical  terms,  the  Norweb  coin  may 
be  the  second  finest  known.  In  practical,  realistic  terms,  we  feel  sure  that  this  piece  is 
at  least  an  equal  to  the  specimen  described  in  the  above-mentioned  reference,  if  not  even 
finer. 
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1831  JR-3  Dime 

Possibly  Condition  Census 


442  1831  JR-3.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Rarity-1.  Possible  Condition  Census, 
or  near  the  bottom  thereof.  Bright  rosy  surfaces  with  pale  blue  out¬ 
lining  the  periphery.  Nicely  struck,  the  reverse  slightly  weak  at  the 
top  of  the  eagle's  right  wing  (the  viewer's  left). 

Purchased  privately  from  W.S.  Scott  in  September  1935. 


1831  JR-6  Dime  Variety 

Scarcest  1831  Dime 


443  1831  JR-6.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  The  scarcest  variety  of  the  date.  Medi¬ 
um  gray  with  bright  iridescent  blue  highlights.  Struck  from  worn 
dies,  the  obverse  used  twice  earlier  and  the  reverse  once  before, 
prior  to  creating  this  marriage.  Probably  better  condition  than  usu¬ 
ally  seen  for  the  variety.  The  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes 
record  the  finest  they  had  seen  as  an  EF-40  specimen  purchased 
in  1979. 

Purchased  from  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Company's  sale  of  October  26, 
1908,  lot  number  unrecorded. 


444  1832  JR-2.  EF-40.  Rarity-2.  Deep  gray  with  pale  blue  and  some  areas 
of  rose.  Nice,  wide  rims.  Sharp  for  the  grade.  Obverse  scratched 
from  rim,  through  cap,  to  ear.  Early  obverse  state,  free  from  the 
cud  beside  the  date.  Typical  condition  for  the  variety. 

Purchased  from  the  same  sale  as  the  preceding. 


Gem  1833  JR-5  Dime 

Possibly  Finest  Known 


445  1833  Last  3  high.  JR-5.  MS-65.  Rarity-1.  Possibly  finest  known.  Cer¬ 
tainly  a  tie  with  the  Stewart: 578  specimen.  Highly  lustrous  with 
attractive  medium  gray  surfaces  that  bear  faint  iridescent  blue  high¬ 
lights  on  the  obverse  and  a  broader  area  of  iridescent  blue  on  the 
reverse.  Some  rosy  highlights  on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck.  Usu¬ 
ally  seen  die  states,  faint  crack  from  rim  to  top  of  cap  and  another 
from  rim  to  point  of  lowest  arrowhead.  Outstanding  condition,  sure 
to  please  the  most  fastidious  collector. 


Superb  1834  JR-5  Dime 


Possibly  Finest  Known 


446  1834  Large  4.  JR-5.  MS-63,  semiprooflike.  Rarity-1.  Possibly  finest 
known,  technically  superior  to  the  specimen  sold  by  Stack's  in  De¬ 
cember  1969:755.  Bright  silver  with  just  a  faint  trace  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Highly  reflective  surfaces,  lending  a  semiprooflike  appearance 
to  the  coin.  Struck  from  sharp,  fairly  fresh  dies.  High  rims,  partic¬ 
ularly  on  the  reverse.  Another  coin  for  the  advanced  collector. 

Purchased  from  Stack's  sale  of  November  12,  1957,  Lot  1360. 
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Proof  1834  Small  4  JR-7  Dime 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


447  1834  Small  4  JR-7.  Proof-63.  Rarity-2  for  the  variety,  Rarity-7+  as 
a  Proof.  High  Condition  Census  Possibly  second  finest  known.  Pale 
gray  and  light  golden  brown,  with  a  few  pale  iridescent  blue  high¬ 
lights.  Sharply  struck,  as  expected.  Surfaces  imperfectly  polished 
at  the  Mint,  rough  patch  in  left  obverse  field  beneath  Liberty's  chin; 
rough  patches  below  and  above  eagle's  right  wing,  and  above  its 
head.  Very  Rare  as  a  Proof,  with  only  four  specimens  reported  by 
the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes. 

Purchased  from  Ben  Green  in  January  1908,  possibly  from  his  auction 


sale  on  the  31st  of  that  month.  Lot  number  unrecorded. 

It  is  difficult  to  explain  the  lack  of  polishing  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  this  piece 
It  is  unlike  the  Mint,  even  at  this  period,  to  have  allowed  a  planchet  intended  for  a  Proof 
strike  to  pass  incompletely  polished.  Unrecorded  die  break  on  the  obverse,  running  from 
the  rim  through  the  top  of  the  heavy  fold  on  Liberty's  cap,  bifurcating  halfway  through 
the  cap,  the  upper  arm  extending  downwards  to  the  second  fold  above  the  band,  the 
lower  arm  extending  through  the  top  of  T  on  the  band,  the  center  of  Y,  and  disappearing 
into  the  upper  curl.  Very  plain  doubling  over  much  of  the  reverse,  particularly  noticeab¬ 
le  in  the  letters  of  STATES  OF  and  the  denomination.  This  Proof  specimen  not  recorded 
by  Breen  in  his  Encyclopaedia. 
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1835  Proof-65  JR-4  Dime 

Second  Finest  Known 


448  1835  JR-4  Proof-65.  Rarity-2  for  variety,  Rarity-8  as  a  Proof.  Second 
finest  known,  with  some  claims  to  being  tied  for  the  finest  (with 
a  specimen  sold  privately  in  1976).  Pale  gray  and  golden  rose  on 
both  surfaces,  with  iridescent  blue  and  green  highlights  around 
the  peripheries.  Well  struck,  as  expected.  Full,  deep  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  Few,  stray  marks  visible  in  left  obverse  field  under  magnifi¬ 
cation,  mostly  hidden  by  the  attractive  toning.  Very  appealing  col¬ 
or  scheme.  Three  Proofs  recorded  by  Breen  in  his  Encyclopaedia;  a 
similar  number  noted  by  the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes.  Total 
Proof  Census  probably  only  three,  accounting  for  the  rarity  rating 
in  this  condition.  In  fact,  this  may  be  the  second  finest  known  1835 
dime  of  any  variety! 

No  pedigree  recorded,  but  listed  by  the  Norwebs  in  a  1908  section  of  their 
inventory.  Possibly  purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  prior  to  1913. 

Liberty's  bust  appears  to  have  been  hubbed  twice.  In  addition,  there  are  signs  of  pos¬ 
sible  recutting  IT  in  UNITED.  Usually  seen  die  break  running  from  tip  of  lowest  arrow¬ 
head  to  rim. 


MS-63  1835  JR-8  Dime 

Possible  Finest  Known 


449  1835  JR-8  MS-63.  Rarity-3.  Possibly  finest  known,  a  lovely  dime 
with  pale  blue  and  faint  golden  toning  on  both  surfaces.  Darker 
golden  flecks  on  Liberty's  profile.  Well  struck,  including  the  hair 
beneath  Liberty's  cap  and  behind  it.  Slightly  unevenly  struck,  creat¬ 
ing  a  broad  obverse  rim  from  8:00  to  4:00,  narrower  rim  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  and  the  corresponding  upper  left  portion  of  the  reverse.  Cer¬ 
tainly  high  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety,  and  possibly 
the  finest  known. 

No  pedigree  recorded,  but  listed  by  the  Norwebs  in  a  1908  section  of 
their  inventory.  Possibly  purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  before  1913. 

Immediately  recognizable  reverse  die,  with  top  arrowhead  clearly  detached  from  its 
shaft.  U  in  UNITED  and  TE  in  STATES  show  dear  recutting  at  the  bottoms  of  those  let¬ 
ters;  second  T  in  STATES  shows  recutting  at  the  top  left  serif.  All  Ts  in  reverse  legend 
exhibit  unusual,  "scalloped"  tops.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  dies  on  this  variety  were 
true  work  horses.  This  is  the  third  usage  of  the  obverse  die;  the  reverse  was  later  em¬ 
ployed  to  create  one  variety  each  of  the  1836  and  1837  dime. 
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1835  Proof-65  JR-4  Dime 


Lot  448 
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MS-63  1835  JR-9  Dime 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


450  1835  JR-9  MS-63.  Rarity-2.  Among  the  finest  known.  Attractive, 
light  gray  and  pale  golden  brown  surfaces,  with  a  few  touches  of 
iridescent  rose.  Highly  lustrous,  and  altogether  very  attractive  dime. 
Well  struck,  with  full  obverse  and  reverse  detail;  the  merest  touch 
of  weakness  at  the  upper  portion  of  the  Eagle's  right  wing  and 
neighboring  shield  point.  Typical  weakness  in  the  denticles  on  the 
reverse  from  about  10:00  to  2:00.  The  editors  of  Early  United  States 
Dimes  record  an  MS-65  as  the  finest  they  had  seen;  the  Norweb 
specimen  certainly  ranks  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety, 
possibly-high  therein. 

Pronounced  obverse  die  bulge  running  from  beneath  Liberty's  chin,  extending  to  her 
breast.  Plain  recutting  at  the  upper  right  portion  of  the  top  loop  of  8  and  the  lower  right 
portion  of  the  bottom  loop  of  3  in  the  date.  On  reverse,  minute  die  break  joins  tip  of 
second  leaf  from  top  to  point  of  wing;  another  joins  top  of  M  and  E,  reaching  to  the 
rim  above  that  letter;  clear  recutting  on  the  left  side  of  final  I. 

Usually  seen  die  cud  between  the  right  leg  and  descender  of  the  M. 


MS-63  1836  JR-1  Dime 


451  1836  JR-1  MS-60.  Rarity-3,  scarce.  High  Condition  Census.  This 
is  a  very  attractive  dime,  with  spectacular  dark  gray,  pale  rose  and 
orange,  and  light  iridescent  blue  highlights  on  both  surfaces.  Sharp¬ 
ly  struck,  as  are  the  majority  of  this  variety.  Only  appearance  of 
this  obverse  die,  probably  third  state  of  the  reverse.  Pronounced 
rim  crumbling  above  STATES.  In  terms  of  colors,  this  is  one  of  the 
most  attractive  of  all  the  Norweb  Collection  dimes. 


452  1836  JR-1  F-12/VF-20.  A  second  example  of  this  variety,  in  a  very 
typical  grade.  About  the  same  die  states  as  the  piece  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  lot. 

Purchased  privately  from  Bob  Green  in  October  1908. 

The  dies  used  to  coin  this,  and  the  preceding  1836  JR-1,  had  an  odd,  "pebbly"  texture— 
as  if  they  had  rusted. 
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Proof  1836  JR-2  Dime 


Probably  Finest  Known 


453  1836  JR-2  Proof-63  to  65.  Rarity-2  for  variety,  Rarity-8  for  condition. 
Outstanding  and  extremely  rare,  Breen  had  seen  three,  but  lost  track 
of  two  before  publication  of  his  Encyclopaedia.  The  editors  of  Early 
United  States  Dimes  do  not  record  a  specific  Proof  of  this  variety. 
Outstanding  toning,  with  bright  iridescent  blue-green  peripheries 
surrounding  pale  rose  and  golden  brown  centers.  Somewhat  soft¬ 
ly  struck  in  the  centers,  on  both  sides.  Obverse  rim  irregular  at  1:00. 
Nevertheless,  finer  than  any  specimen  of  this  variety  seen  to  date. 
Possibly  the  finest  known  1836  dime  of  any  variety!  Purchased  as 
one  of  three  Proofs  of  1836,  the  other  two  being  the  quarter  dollar 
and  Lettered  Edge  half  dollar  of  that  date. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  August  16, 

1954. 

This  Proof  specimen  presents  many  interesting  technical  features.  On  the  obverse,  all 
digits  of  the  date  show  plain  recutting  and  all  stars  show  double  punching.  Obverse  den¬ 


ticles  from  6:00  to  12:00  also  show  traces  of  doubling.  Liberty's  bust  also  shows  faint 
doubling,  all  suggesting  slight  misalignment  while  hubbing  the  obverse  die.  Denticles 
on  the  obverse  are  thin  and  elongated,  while  on  the  reverse  they  are  short  and  stumpy. 

On  the  reverse,  RI  nearly,  but  do  not  actually,  touch.  Denticles  are  complete  over  the 
top  of  the  reverse.  There  are  faint  signs  of  doubling  (hubbing  movement?)  on  the 
denomination. 

The  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  suggest  that  the  emission  sequence  for  this 
reverse  die  was  as  follows:  1835  JR-7;  1836  JR-2;  1835  JR-9.  This  conclusion  seems  to  have 
been  derived,  in  part,  from  the  gradual  deterioration  in  the  definition  of  the  denticles 
at  the  top  of  the  reverse.  This  specimen,  presumably  from  the  second  usage  of  this  re¬ 
verse  die,  shows  full  reverse  denticles.  There  are  no  obvious  signs  of  repolishing  of  the 
die,  although  it  may  have  been  worn  in  its  center.  Despite  the  unusual  care  given  to  the 
manufacture  of  Proof  coins,  compared  to  business  strikes,  it  is  difficult  to  account  for 
the  perfect  definition  of  the  denticles  on  this  piece,  in  light  of  the  emission  sequence 
proposed  by  the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes.  It  is  possible,  given  the  Mint's  known 
aptitude  for  reusing  earlier  dated  dies,  that  Proofs  of  the  1836  JR-2  were  struck  before 
the  reverse  was  used  to  coin  the  1835  JR-7  variety.  This  die,  as  it  appears  here,  seems 
fresh,  despite  the  softness  on  this  specimen,  which  is  presumably  mainly  accounted  for 
by  the  failure  to  strike  thoroughly. 
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454  1836  JR-2  EF-45.  Rarity-2.  Light  gray,  with  pale  rose  toning  and  one 
area  of  iridescent  blue  on  the  obverse.  Typical  lack  of  denticles  on 
the  reverse,  from  11:00  to  2:00.  A  second  example  of  this  variety, 
but  from  a  much  later  state  of  the  reverse  than  seen  on  the  Proof 
in  the  preceding  lot. 

The  reverse  die  state  on  this  specimen  is  earlier  than  on  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  JR-9  (1835)  seen  earlier  on  Lot  450.  On  this  example,  the 
top  of  1  in  UNITED  is  broken;  on  the  reverse  of  JR-9  (1835)  seen 
earlier,  it  has  been  repaired.  Both  pieces  share  the  pronounced  cud 
between  the  descender  and  right  diagonal  of  M,  a  feature  notably 
lacking  on  the  Proof  in  the  preceding  lot.  No  die  break  above  M, 
extending  into  the  top  of  neighboring  E  and  then  into  the  rim,  can 
be  seen  on  this  example,  while  it  is  clear  on  the  JR-9  (1835)  offered 
earlier.  This  latter  feature  is  also  lacking  on  the  reverse  of  the  Proof 
in  the  preceding  lot. 

It  may  be,  after  all,  that  the  emission  sequence  as  described  by 
the  editors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  is  correct,  at  least  for  busi¬ 
ness  strikes.  The  Proof  offered  in  the  preceding  lot  still  appears  to 
be  from  a  fresh  die.  Late  obverse  state,  with  pronounced  crack  run¬ 
ning  from  approximately  12:00  to  6:00  across  the  obverse. 

Purchased  from  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Company,  October  1908,  possi¬ 
bly  from  their  auction  sale  of  the  26th  of  the  month. 


AU-55  1837  JR-4  Bust  Dime 


455  1837  Bust  dime.  JR-4  AU-55.  Rarity-1.  Pale  rose  and  iridescent  blue 
in  the  date  on  both  surfaces.  Typical  strike.  Late  obverse  state,  with 
crack  bisecting  the  die  from  11:30  to  the  opposite  rim,  right  of  7. 
Slightly  later  reverse  state,  with  minute  cracks  developing  around 
R.  Near  the  low  end  of  The  Condition  Census  for  the  variety. 

Purchased  from  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Company,  October  1908,  possi¬ 
bly  from  their  sale  of  the  26th  of  that  month. 


456  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  Large  Date.  EF-45.  Attractive  light 
gray  surfaces.  Extremely  well  struck. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  in  October  1908. 

The  design,  without  stars  on  the  obverse,  follows  Christian  Gobrecht's  motif  for  the 
silver  dollar  of  1836.  The  no-stars  style  was  used  in  the  dime  series  only  in  1837  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  and  only  in  1838  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  (1838-0).  Comparable  is¬ 
sues  were  made  in  the  half  dime  series. 

457  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  Small  Date.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  At¬ 
tractive  light  gray  and  electric  blue  toning  with  shades  of  magenta 
in  certain  areas.  A  simply  superb  piece  of  a  style  typically  encoun¬ 
tered  only  when  old-time  collections  are  dispersed. 


458  1838-0  AU-50.  Variety  Without  Stars  on  the  obverse,  as  are  all  1838-0 
issues.  Brilliant  surfaces. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  October  31,  1953,  Lot  665. 

459  1838  Large  Stars.  MS-60.  Beautiful  electric  blue  toning  with  lilac 
at  the  center  of  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  well  defined  in  all 
areas. 

From  I.W.  Scott  &  Co.  to  Albert  Holden  in  October  1908. 


460  1838  Small  Stars.  MS-60  to  63,  closer  to  the  latter  category.  Anoth¬ 
er  beautiful  coin  with  attractive  toning,  in  the  present  instance  lilac 
at  the  center  changing  to  electric  blue  at  the  borders.  The  fields 
are  very  frosty. 

Under  magnification  an  interesting  die  break  is  seen  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  extending  from  below  the  left  foot  of  Miss  Liberty,  through 
the  date,  through  the  left  base  of  Miss  Liberty,  through  the  first 
six  stars  on  the  left,  fading  at  the  seventh  star,  then  reappearing 
at  the  eighth  and  continuing  through  the  Liberty  cap  to  the  ninth 
star. 

461  1838  Partial  Drapery.  AU-55,  possibly  even  MS-60,  but  with  the 
devices  lightly  polished  decades  ago.  A  very  sharp  piece  overall 
with  squared  edge  and  a  wire  rim.  Definitely  a  scarcity,  the  1838 
Partial  Drapery  variety  is  seldom  seen  in  grades  even  approaching 
this. 

From  O.B.  Windau  in  1956. 


Possible  Presentation  1839  Dime 


462  1839  MS-63,  prooflike.  With  glittering  mirrorlike  surfaces  resem¬ 
bling  a  full  Proof  in  many  respects.  A  high  wire  edge  is  seen  around 
part  of  the  border.  The  coin,  especially  if  carefully  struck,  may  have 
been  a  presentation  piece.  It  is  certainly  far  finer  than  a  typical  busi¬ 
ness  strike. 

The  fields  are  toned  mottled  light  gray  and  gold.  Overall  the  piece 
has  a  marvelous  aesthetic  appeal.  Certainly  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
extant  1839  dimes. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  in  December  1909. 

463  1839-0  AU-55,  very  close  to  MS-60.  Light  golden  surfaces  at  the 
centers  change  to  traces  of  blue  at  the  border. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  December  30,  1954,  Lot  104. 

464  1840  No  Drapery.  AU-55.  Bright  surfaces. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  October  31,  1953,  Lot  668. 


Remarkable  1840  With  Drapery  Dime 


465  1840  With  Drapery  at  elbow.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  A  remarkable  speci¬ 
men,  sharply  struck,  with  glossy  light  gray  and  gunmetal  blue  sur¬ 
faces.  A  superb  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  above 
Extremely  Fine  and  which,  in  fact,  is  unpriced  in  higher  grades 
in  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins. 

From  Neu >  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  the  T.  James  Clarke  Col¬ 
lection,  April  19,  1956,  Lot  1630. 

466  An  interesting  group  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes:  1840  With  Drapery, 
scarce,  VF-20  (from  Ben  Green  to  Albert  Holden  in  October  1909); 
1840-0,  No  Drapery  at  elbow,  VF-30  (from  J.W.  Scott  &  Company 
to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908);  1841-0  With  Drapery.  VF-20  (from 
J.W.  Scott  &  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908);  1842-0  VF-30 
(from  J.W.  Scott  &  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908);  1842-0 
VF-30;  1843  AU-55;  1845  VG-8;  1845-0  G-4  (from  William  G.  Hess- 
lein  to  Albert  Holden,  November  1909);  1850  EF-45;  1873  Arrows 
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At  Date  VF-20;  1875-S,  Mintmark  Above  Bow,  EF-45  (from  Harold 
Whiteneck,  Court  Coin  Company,  Boston,  February  27,  1953); 
1876-CC  Poor/AG;  1877-S  EF-45  to  AU-50  (from  Stack's  sale  of  the 
Samuel  W.  Wolfson  Collection,  May  1963);  1878  AU-55;  1886  AU-50. 
Nearly  all  of  the  coins  have  old-time  attractive  toning.  A  very  desira¬ 
ble  lot.  (Total:  15  pieces). 


467  1841  Drapery  at  Elbow.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Mottled  light  golden  and 
electric  blue  toning  with  hints  of  magenta. 

Purchased  at  the  1954  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic  Association 
Convention. 


1842  Proof  Dime  Rarity 


if.  V  §!  I 


1841 


168  1842  Proof-63.  Gorgeous  light  gray  surfaces.  Full  Proof  characteris¬ 
tics.  Walter  Breen  knows  of  just  four  specimens  in  existence.  Al¬ 
lowing  for  ones  he  may  not  have  seen,  the  coin  is  one  of  probably 
no  more  than  a  half  dozen  or  so  survivors  from  just  a  dozen  or 
two  struck.  A  marvelous  opportunity  for  the  Liberty  Seated  col¬ 
lector  or  the  dime  specialist. 


It  may  be  many  years  until  an  equivalent  specimen  crosses  the 
auction  block 

Provenance  not  recorded ,  but  believed  to  have  been  obtained  circa 
1908-1910. 
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1843  Proof  Dime  Rarity 


469  1843  Proof-63  or  finer.  A  splendid  specimen  with  toning  somewhat  exist  totally,  and  even  this  assessment  may  be  on  the  high  side, 

similar  to  the  preceding.  Another  superb  specimen.  Walter  Breen  Another  great  rarity  which  the  specialist  will  appreciate, 

lists  five  pieces  definitely  known  to  him.  Probably  fewer  than  10  From  Thomas  L.  Elder  circa  1908-1910. 


470  1843-0  VF-30  to  EF-40,  but  with  microscopically  porous  surfaces. 
Examined  casually,  the  piece  has  the  aspect  of  a  higher-grade  coin, 
EF-40  or  better.  Medium  gray  toning. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  March  30,  1953,  Lot  1272. 


1844  "Orphan  Annie  Dime" 


471  1844  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Some  prooflike  surfaces  visible  when  the  coin 
is  held  at  an  angle  to  light.  Beautiful  electric  blue  and  magenta  ton¬ 
ing.  An  outstanding  example  of  one  of  the  great  classics  in  the  se¬ 
ries,  an  issue  sometimes  called  the  "Orphan  Annie"  dime. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 


The  1947  edition  of  A  Guide  Book  Of  United  States  Coins  contains  the  following  essay 
on  page  99: 

ORPHAN  ANNIE  DIME.  The  record  shows  that  72,500  dimes  were  minted 
in  1844.  For  some  mysterious  reason  very  few  of  these  dimes  are  still  available. 

An  old  collector  states  that  they  have  been  a  scarce  item  back  as  far  as  can  be 
remembered.  The  dimes  of  1846  for  instance  are  much  more  plentiful  though 
fewer  than  half  as  many  were  struck. 

Many  explanations  have  been  advanced,  but  none  have  been  proved.  Among 
the  popular  theories  and  legends  are  the  following: 

Melted  by  the  government. 

Melted  by  speculators,  because  their  bullion  value  exceeded  their  monetary 
value. 

50,000  of  the  dimes  were  lost  at  sea  en  route  to  New  Orleans. 

A  great  quantity  were  destroyed  in  the  great  Chicago  Fire  or  the  Johnstown 
Flood. 

During  the  Mexican  War  soldiers  were  paid  off  in  1844  dimes,  and  the  coins 
remained  in  Mexico. 

70,000  dimes  of  1844  were  sent  overland  to  the  49er's  in  California,  but  before 
reaching  the  destination  by  the  Santa  Fe  Trail  they  were  seized  by  bandits  who 
cached  them.  The  bandits  who  were  later  killed  carried  the  secret  of  the  hiding 
place  to  their  shallow  graves. 

All  of  this  makes  romantic  reading,  of  course.  Whether  any  of  the  preceding 
theories  is  true  will  never  be  known,  but  the  fact  remains  that  the  1844  dime 
has  long  been  a  classic  scarcity  in  the  series. 
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472  1845  MS-60  to  63.  Light  gray  toning. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908-1910. 


473  1846  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Attractive  gray  and  gunmetal  blue  toning. 
Exceedingly  sharply  struck.  A  prize  specimen  of  the  lowest  mint¬ 
age  coin  of  its  era;  just  31,300  were  struck. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 

474  1847  MS-60  or  finer.  Lilac  and  gunmetal  blue  surfaces.  Extremely 
well  struck. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908-1910. 


Superb  1848  Dime 


475  1848  MS-64  to  65.  Beautiful  lilac  and  gunmetal  blue  toning  similar 
to  the  last  but  slightly  lighter.  Very  sharply  struck.  A  prize  coin, 
and  in  this  grade  very  scarce. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 


One-Sided  Proof  1849  Dime 


476  1849  Proof-63  obverse,  MS-63  reverse.  Light  golden,  lilac,  and  blue 
toning. 

This  particular  piece  is  one  of  just  three  known  specimens  list¬ 
ed  by  Walter  Breen,  described  by  him  in  his  Encyclopaedia  Of  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  book,  page  90,  as:  "Norweb,  re¬ 
verse  Uncirculated,  probably  Ex  Cleneay,  Lot  1559." 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  circa  1908-1910. 

One-sided  Proofs  exist  for  a  number  of  varieties  throughout  American  coinage.  In  the 
past  these  were  sometimes  called"Cabinet  Proofs,"  on  the  theory  that  the  obverse,  which 
was  visible  face-up  in  a  coin  cabinet,  was  made  with  Proof  finish,  while  the  reverse,  made 
from  a  business  strike  die,  had  an  "Uncirculated"  finish.  Apparently  the  piece  offered 
here  is  the  only  one-sided  Proof  1849  dime  known;  at  least  it  is  the  only  one  specifically 
mentioned  by  Walter  Breen. 


Landmark  1849-0  Dime 


477  1849-0  MS-60  to  63.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  Lilac  surfaces 
with  whispers  of  light  blue  toning.  A  superb  specimen  of  one  of 
the  great  classics  in  the  dime  series,  a  coin  which  the  Guide  Book 
does  not  price  in  grades  above  Extremely  Fine.  Worthy  of  a  runa¬ 
way  bid  by  a  specialist. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 


478  1850-0  AU-50  to  55.  Light  lilac  and  blue  surfaces.  Very  tiny  O  mint- 
mark.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarce  New  Orleans  issue. 
From  Aubrey  and  Adeline  Bebee,  March  14,  1953. 


479  1851  AU-55.  Gray  and  gunmetal  blue  toning.  Extremely  sharp. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908. 

480  1851-0  AU-50.  Bright  surfaces. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  October  31,  1953,  Lot  685. 

481  1852  MS-60  or  finer.  Golden,  lilac,  and  light  blue  toning. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  to  Albert  Holden,  January  1908. 
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Memorable  1852-0  Dime 


482  1852-0  MS-63.  Mottled  blue,  light  yellow,  and  magenta  toning.  Ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck.  One  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this 
very  scarce  New  Orleans  issue. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 


1853  No  Arrows  Dime 


483  1853  No  Arrows.  MS-60/63.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  pale  golden  and 
light  brown  mottled  toning.  Sharply  struck. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Anderson-Dupont  Collection,  November  11, 
1954,  Lot  1584. 

The  1853  dime  without  arrows  at  date  has  a  mintage  of  just  95,000  pieces  and  is  the 
lowest  mintage  in  the  series  since  1846.  It  is  probable  that  most  of  these  pieces  were  never 
released,  or  at  the  time  the  intrinsic  or  melt-down  value  of  the  dime  was  greater  than 
its  face  value.  So,  the  variety  is  even  rarer  than  the  low  mintage  suggests. 


Proof  1853  With-Arrows  Dime 


484  1853  Arrows  At  Date.  Proof-60  or  slightly  finer.  One  of  just  five 
specimens  known  to  Walter  Breen,  and  No.  1  in  his  list  (on  page 
95  of  his  book). 

Struck  from  highly  polished  dies,  and  showing  some  traces  of 
clashing  at  the  left  center  of  the  reverse  and  at  the  right  side  of  the 
obverse  (near  the  drapery).  Apparently  the  dies  came  together  with¬ 
out  intervening  planchet,  were  slightly  damaged,  and  then  were 
given  a  high  polish  in  order  to  make  them  suitable  again  for  coin¬ 
age,  thus  creating  what  we  might  term  as  an  "accidental  Proof." 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  June  26,  1953,  Lot  1997. 


485 


1853  Arrows  At  Date.  MS-60  or  finer.  Attractive  lilac  and  blue  ton¬ 
ing.  Very  sharply  struck. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908. 


486  1853-0  Arrows  At  Date.  MS-60  or  finer.  A  sharply  struck  and  very 
frosty  piece.  Light  golden  and  gunmetal  blue  toning  on  the  obverse; 
lilac  toning  at  the  center  reverse,  changing  to  electric  blue  at  the 
borders.  In  keeping  with  nearly  all  of  the  other  coins  in  this  series, 
the  aesthetic  appeal  is  simply  outstanding. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 


Superb  1854  Proof  Dime 


487  1854  Arrows  At  Date.  Proof-63.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  a  coin  of  which  no  more  than  a  dozen  or  so  examples  exist 
today.  Important  piece  for  the  type  collector  as  well  as  the  dime 
specialist. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Thomas  L.  Smith  Collection,  June  15,  1957. 
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488  1854  Arrows  At  Date.  MS-63.  Mottled  light  gray  and  lilac  toning. 
Very  sharply  struck.  A  superb  coin. 

489  1854-0  Arrows  at  Date.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Brilliant. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  October  31,  1953,  Lot  693. 


490  1855  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-60.  With  Arrows  At  Date  as  all  this  year. 
Mixed  light  gray  and  gunmetal  blue  toning.  Sharply  struck. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908. 

491  1856  Small  Date.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Toning  similar  to  the  preceding. 

From  William  G.  Hesslein,  April  1909. 


Rare  1856  Large  Date  Dime 


Gem  Proof  1857  Dime 


495  1857  Proof-63  to  64.  A  gem  specimen,  absolutely  superb,  with  lilac 
and  gunmetal  blue  surfaces. 

The  Proof  1857  dime  is  a  great  rarity.  Walter  Breen  traces  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  eight  different,  noting  that  there  are  possibly  "a  couple 
more,"  for  a  total  population  of  about  10  known  examples,  of  which 
this  certainly  is  the  finest  (and  which  appears  as  No.  2  in  his  list). 
Another  major  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur. 

Provenance  unknown,  believed  to  have  been  acquired  circa  1908-1910. 


492  1856  Large  Date.  MS-60.  Light  silver  and  lilac  surfaces,  minutely 
mottled.  Very  sharply  struck.  A  wire  rim  is  evident  on  part  of  the 
obverse. 

Don  Taxay,  in  Scott's  Catalogue  &  Encyclopaedia  Of  United  States 
Coins,  1976  edition  (the  last  edition  published),  gives  as  a  mintage 
figure  for  this  coin  just  150,000  pieces,  in  contrast  to  5,630,000  for 
the  Small  Date!  In  other  words,  if  this  is  true,  the  Large  Date  is 
over  37  times  rarer  than  the  Small  Date.  The  variety  has  not  been 
studied  carefully  in  recent  times,  so  that  explains  the  relatively  in¬ 
significant  catalogue  difference. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  April  1909. 


193  1856-0  MS-63  to  65.  Partially  prooflike.  Sharply  struck,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  a  presentation  coin.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  whisper 
of  light  toning  at  the  right  side  of  the  reverse.  An  exceptional  piece 
which  the  connoisseur  will  appreciate. 

From  the  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  October  31,  1953,  Lot  696. 


194  1856-S  VF-30.  Gunmetal  blue  surfaces.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades, 
in  fact,  it  would  not  be  inappropriate  to  call  the  piece  a  rarity. 
From  the  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  October  31,  1953,  Lot  697. 


496  1857  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Light  gray  and  golden  toning. 


Gem  1857-0  Dime 


497  1857-0  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen,  sharply  struck,  with  gorgeous 
magenta  and  electric  blue  toning.  Certainly  one  of  the  finest  in  ex¬ 
istence,  if  not  the  very  finest. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908. 
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Gem  Proof  1858  Dime 


498  1858  Proof-64  or  finer.  Breathtakingly  beautiful,  dazzling  gem  coin 
with  light  champagne  and  magenta  toning.  Certainly  no  finer  dime 
of  this  date  exists. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  circa  1908-1910. 

In  1858  Proofs  were  first  sold  to  the  general  public.  In  that  year  80  silver  Proof  sets 
were  made,  and  somewhat  fewer  than  that  were  actually  distributed. 


Gem  Proof  1859  Dime 


501  1859  Regular  Issue.  Proof-64  or  finer.  Gem  specimen  with  light 
golden  and  blue  toning.  Exceedingly  sharply  struck.  One  of  the 
very  finest  known  to  survive. 


Gorgeous  1858-0  Dime 


499  1858-0  MS-63.  A  gorgeous  specimen  with  gunmetal  blue  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  Sharply  struck. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 

"If  it  is  not  nice,  we  don't  want  it"  was  the  general  precept  of  the  Holden  and  Nor- 
web  families.  As  a  result,  no  matter  what  the  condition  of  the  coin  may  be,  the  chances 
are  excellent  that  a  Norweb  Collection  coin  is  among  the  very  finest  of  its  grade  and  type. 

500  1858-S  VF-20.  Light  lilac  and  gray  toning.  A  scarce  variety  of  which 
just  60,000  were  coined. 
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1859  “Stateless”  Transitional  Dime 


w«  N  I 

SIMIS 


502  1859  Transitional.  Obverse  of  '59,  reverse  of  '60.  Proof-65.  A  gem 
specimen  with  light  golden  toning  at  the  centers  changing  to  elec¬ 
tric  blue  at  the  borders.  Simply  superb! 

The  Guide  Book  lists  this  piece  (and  prices  it  at  $15,000  in  Proof-63 
grade)  on  page  115  of  the  1987  edition:  "In  1859  an  interesting  dime 
pattern  was  made  which  does  not  bear  our  nation's  identity.  It  is 
a  'transitional'  piece,  not  made  for  circulation,  but  struck  at  the  time 
the  inscription  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  was  being  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  obverse  to  the  reverse." 


This  issue  bears  the  obverse  of  1859,  with  stars,  and  the  reverse 
of  1860,  with  wreath,  but  nowhere  does  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  appear,  thus  it  is  a  "stateless"  issue. 

The  number  of  pieces  struck  is  not  recorded,  but  the  piece  is  of 
sufficient  rarity  that  often  a  period  of  years  will  elapse  between  offer¬ 
ings,  and  when  offerings  do  occur,  most  pieces  are  inferior  to  the 
quality  of  the  specimen  offered  here.  A  landmark  dime;  one  of  the 
most  important  in  the  present  series. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 
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Superb  1859-0  Dime 


503  1859-0  MS-65.  A  superb  specimen  with  light  lilac  and  iridescent 
toning.  Certainly  one  of  the  finest  known  examples. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908. 

504  1859-S  G-4.  Light  gray  surfaces.  Rare  San  Francisco  issue. 

505  1860-S.  Type  of  '59  with  stars  on  obverse.  AU-55.  Magenta  and  gray 
toning. 

From  the  1953  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention  sale  held 
by  Abe  Kosoff,  Dallas  Texas,  August  22,  1953,  Lot  140. 


Gem  Proof  1861  Dime 


508  1861  Proof-65.  Light  champagne  and  lilac  toning.  Sharp  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  Certainly  one  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  the  issue. 


509  1861-S  AU-50.  Gray  and  lilac  toning.  Scarce  San  Francisco  issue 
minted  during  the  Civil  War. 

From  Abner  Kreisberg,  January  10,  1956. 


Gem  Proof  1862  Dime 


510  1862  Proof-64.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  yellow  and  gunmetal  ton¬ 
ing.  One  of  just  550  Proofs  struck  this  year. 


Gem  Proof  1860  Dime 


506  1860  Gem  Proof-64/65.  Mostly  bright  surfaces  with  just  a  hint  of 
light  gray  toning. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


Elusive  1862-S  Dime 


511  1862-S  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Light  golden  surfaces  with  mottled  brown 
toning  at  the  borders.  One  of  the  finest  specimens  we  have  seen 
of  this  issue,  a  variety  which  is  scarce  in  all  higher  grades. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 


Key  1860-0  Dime 


507  1860-0  EF-40  or  finer.  Mostly  bright  surfaces  with  a  suggestion  of 
light  gray  toning.  Quite  sharp  in  all  details.  A  key  issue  in  the  se¬ 
ries;  a  piece  of  which  just  40,000  were  minted. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  s  sale  of  May  9,  1953,  Lot  744. 


Attractive  1863  Proof  Dime 


512  1863  Proof-63.  Light  lilac  and  golden  toning.  It  is  an  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  issue  of  which  just  460  Proofs  were  made,  the  lowest 
production  figure  of  any  Proof  dime  of  the  1860-1891  type. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


513  1863-S  AU-55.  Mostly  bright  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  light  golden 
toning.  Very  scarce  in  higher  grades. 

From  the  1954  American  Numismatic  Convention  sale,  Federal  Coin 
Exchange,  Lot  571. 
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Gem  Proof  1864  Dime 


514  1864  Proof-64.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  champagne-colored  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  obverse  and  delicate  heather  and  champagne  toning  on 
the  reverse.  Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  finest  known  of  just  470 
Proofs  coined. 


Remarkable  1864-S  Dime 


515  1864-S  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  and  a  very  frosty  example.  Light  gold¬ 
en  toning  with  some  mottled  magenta  hues  and  iridescence.  A  mar¬ 
velous  example,  certainly  one  of  the  very  finest  known. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 

San  Francisco  Mint  dimes  from  the  Civil  War  era  are  exceedingly  rare  in  Uncirculated 
preservation.  These  were  circulated  in  the  West  at  a  time  in  which  not  a  single  person 
was  interested  in  collecting  them  by  mintmark  varieties.  Thus,  the  survival  of  a  speci¬ 
men  in  Uncirculated  preservation  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 


Beautiful  1865  Proof  Dime 


516  1865  Proof-63/65.  Golden  and  light  blue  toning  on  the  obverse;  light 
iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse.  Sharp  and  very  pleasing. 


Rare  1865-S  Dime 


517  1865-S  MS-60  to  63.  Lightly  struck  on  the  upper  part  of  the  ob¬ 
verse  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  on  the  corresponding  lower  part  of 


the  reverse.  Frosty  surfaces  with  light  iridescent  toning.  Exceedingly  scarce 
in  Uncirculated  preservation. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic  Association. 


Gem  Proof  1866  Dime 


518  1866  Proof-64.  Light  lilac  toning  on  the  obverse;  lilac  and  light  blue 
toning  on  the  reverse.  Simply  superb  specimen. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  The  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


Magnificent  1866-S  Dime 


519  1866-S  MS-63  or  better.  Sharply  struck  and  with  full  frost,  just  be¬ 
ginning  to  tone  to  a  light  golden  color.  A  magnificent  coin,  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  finest  known,  if  not  the  very  finest.  This  piece 
should  bring  a  runaway  price,  but  it  may  be  many  years  until  a 
comparable  specimen  crosses  the  auction  block,  and,  being  a  bit 
facetious,  we  note  that  the  opportunity  may  not  occur  even  that 
soon! 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  July  26,  1956. 


Superb  Proof  1867  Dime 


520  1867  Proof-63  or  finer.  A  superb  specimen  with  light  lilac  toning 
on  the  obverse  and  with  lilac  toning  on  the  reverse,  with  hints  of 
light  blue  on  the  reverse  border.  One  of  the  finest  survivors  from 
just  625  Proofs  coined. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 
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Superb  1867-S  Dime 


521  1867-S  MS-63  or  finer.  A  superb  specimen  with  light  gold  and 
magenta  iridescent  toning.  Sharply  struck.  Certainly  one  of  the 
finest  known  examples.  A  major  rarity  in  this  grade. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  19,  1936. 


Outstanding 


1869-S  Dime 


525  1869-S  MS-63.  Frosty  surfaces  with  just  a  hint  of  light  heather 
toning. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  in  November  1908. 


Attractive  1870  Proof  Dime 


526  1870  Proof-64/63.  An  attractive  specimen  with  heather  and  light  blue 
toning.  There  is  a  slight  lightness  of  strike  at  the  upper  left  wreath 
area  on  the  reverse,  prompting  us  to  drop  the  grade  slightly  (al¬ 
though  in  actuality  grade  and  striking  should  be  described 
separately). 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1868  Dime 


522  1868  Proof-65.  Light  heather  and  blue  toning.  Simply  superb. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


Gem  1868-S  Dime 


523  1868-S  MS-64/65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  gold,  magenta,  green, 
and  iridescent  hues.  One  of  the  finest  known  pieces. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 


Gem  Proof  1869  Dime 


524  1869  Proof-64  to  65.  A  gem  specimen  with  electric  blue  and  magenta 
toning.  Sharply  struck.  A  little  cameo. 


Gem  1870-S  Dime 


527  1870-S  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen  with  frosty  surfaces  toned  a  mot¬ 
tled  light  golden  and  iridescent  color.  Although  50,000  pieces  are 
reported  to  have  been  struck,  it  is  probably  the  case  that  most  ex¬ 
amples  were  melted  or  exported,  for  pieces  surviving  today  are  very 
elusive,  particularly  in  higher  grades.  The  issue  is  considered  to 
be  one  of  the  major  rarities  in  the  series  and,  in  fact,  catalogues 
for  several  thousand  dollars  in  just  MS-60  grade. 


Unusual  1871  Proof  Dime 

528  1871  Proof-60/63.  A  very  unusual  specimen,  with  some  evidence 
of  light  striking  in  areas,  with  a  die  break  connecting  in  an  arc  the 
two  ribbon  ends  on  the  reverse,  and  with  the  first  numeral  of  the 
date  sharply  double  cut.  Unlisted  by  Walter  Breen  and  possibly  a 
great  scarcity.  Mostly  bright  surfaces  with  hints  of  heather  and  light 
blue  toning. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 
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Incredible  1871-CC  Dime 


529  1871-CC  AU-58  to  MS-60,  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  which, 
viewed  with  the  naked  eye,  appears  to  be  Choice  Uncirculated.  Very 
sharply  struck.  Attractive  light  lilac  and  iridescent  toning. 

One  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  great  rarity,  a  coin 
which  is  unpriced  in  Uncirculated  grade  in  the  Guide  Book.  A  sim¬ 


ply  incredible  coin,  the  likes  of  which  may  not  reappear  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  many  years.  A  tremendous  opportunity  for  the  specialist 
and  connoisseur. 

From  The  Numismatic  Gallery  (Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg),  to 
Ben  Stack  (Imperial  Coin  Company)  to  the  Norwebs  on  July  29,  1954. 
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530  1871-S  MS-bO  to  63.  Grav  and  iridescent  toned  surfaces  with  some 
lighter  mottled  surface  at  the  lower  left  of  the  obverse.  Very  scarce 
in  this  grade. 

From  Neio  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  May  9,  1953,  Lot  787. 


Gem  Proof  1872  Dime 


531  1872  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  electric  blue  toning  amidst 
some  light  gray.  A  simply  superb  coin. 


Rare  1872-CC  Dime 


533  1872-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Scarce  so  fine. 

From  the  1954  ANA  Convention  sale,  Federal  Coin  Exchange,  Lot  594. 

534  1873  No  Arrows,  Open  3.  EF-45.  Deep  gray  surfaces  with  many  tiny 
hairlines  visible  under  magnification.  Probably  a  higher  technical 
grade,  but  we  are  making  allowance  for  the  lines.  A  very  scarce 
variety  of  which  just  60,000  are  believed  to  have  been  minted. 


Gem  Proof  1873  No  Arrows  Dime 


535  1873  No  Arrows.  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  electric  blue  and 
light  gray  toning.  Certainly  no  finer  specimen  than  this  could  be 
found. 

With  Closed  3  in  the  date,  as  on  all  Proofs  of  the  Without  Ar¬ 
rows  style. 


Gem  Proof  1873  With  Arrows  Dime 


536  1873  Arrows  at  Date.  Proof-64.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  heather 
surfaces  intermixed  with  tinges  of  blue.  A  simply  superb  specimen 
of  a  popular  "type"  issue.  Just  800  pieces  were  coined. 


532  1872-CC  Value  of  F-12,  but  actually  with  the  sharpness  of  EF-40, 
with  surfaces  that  have  been  lightly  burnished  and  retooled,  pos¬ 
sibly  to  remove  oxidation.  Under  magnification  a  myriad  of  tiny 
lines  appears.  We  suggest  prospective  bidders  examine  this  coin 
in  person,  for  the  value  estimates  may  vary  widely  from  viewer 
to  viewer.  The  1872-CC  is  one  of  the  classic  rarities  in  the  series. 

From  James  Kelly  on  March  22,  1954. 
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Gem  1873-CC  With  Arrows  Dime 
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537  1873-CC  Arrows  At  Date.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen,  sharply  struck, 
with  brilliant  surfaces  overlaid  with  just  a  suggestion  of  light  gray 
toning.  Possibly  the  finest  known  example  of  this  prime  rarity,  a 
coin  which  is  not  listed  in  grades  above  EF-40  in  the  Guide  Book 


of  United  States  Coins.  One  of  the  foremost  prizes  in  this  sale,  this 
coin  will  elicit  spirited  bidding  from  connoisseurs  and  specialists. 

From  the  Numismatic  Gallery  (Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg),  Im¬ 
perial  Coin  Company  (Ben  Stack),  to  the  Nonvebs  on  July  29,  1954. 
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Outstanding 


1873-S  Dime 


538  1873-S  Arrows  at  Date.  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Some  prooflike  surface. 
An  outstanding  specimen  with  golden  and  light  blue  toning. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion,  Imperial  Coin  Co. 


Gem  Proof  1874  Dime 


539  1874  Arrows  at  Date.  Proof-64/65.  A  Gem  Proof  specimen  with 
heather  and  light  blue  toning.  Popular  as  a  representative  of  the 
1873-1874  With  Arrows  style.  Just  700  Proofs  were  minted. 


Superb  1874-CC  Dime 


540  1874-CC  Arrow  at  Date.  MS-63/65,  partially  prooflike.  Exceeding¬ 
ly  sharply  struck.  Light  lilac  surfaces.  A  small  oxidation  spot  is  seen 
at  the  A  of  STATES  on  the  obverse.  It  is  quite  possible  that  this 
specimen,  considering  its  superb  preservation,  was  one  of  those 
sent  to  the  Assay  Commission  at  the  time  of  issue;  at  least  this  has 
been  the  source  for  several  other  high  grade,  scarce  mintmark  is¬ 


sues  now  treasured  by  Liberty  Seated  specialists. 

The  1874-CC  is  an  extreme  rarity  in  all  grades,  and  is  listed  in 
the  Guide  Book  only  through  EF-40,  with  MS-60  unpriced  (never 
mind  higher  grades  such  as  that  offered  here).  A  major  opportu¬ 
nity,  possibly  truly  a  once  in  a  lifetime  opportunity,  for  the  Liberty 
Seated  dime  specialist  and  connoisseur. 
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Possibly  Finest  Known  1874-S  Dime 


541  1874-S  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-65.  Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
With  beautiful  magenta  and  blue  toned  fields.  Possibly  the  finest 
known  example  of  this  highly  prized  issue.  Another  incredible  op¬ 
portunity  which  may  not  recur  during  the  lifetime  of  present 
bidders. 


From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  July  26,  1956. 

The  arrows  at  the  side  of  the  date  are  misaligned  on  this  issue,  with  the  right-side 
arrowhead  being  higher  than  the  left,  and  tilted  upward  at  a  sharper  angle 


Superb  Proof  1875  Dime 


542  1875  Proof-64.  Light  gray  and  electric  blue  toning.  Superb  example 
of  an  issue  of  which  just  700  Proofs  were  made. 


Gem  1875-CC  Dime 


543  1875-CC  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-65.  Light  gray  and  blue  ton¬ 
ing.  A  simply  superb  example. 
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544  1875-CC  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-63.  Mottled  light  gray  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning. 

Numismatic  Gallery;  Imperial  Coin  Company  (Benjamin  Stack),  to  the 
Norwebs  on  July  29,  1954. 


545  1875-S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-65.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  on 
the  head  and  mintmark,  as  typical  for  the  issue.  Light  gray,  gold¬ 
en,  and  delicate  blue  toning. 


551  1877-S  MS-63.  Bright  blue  and  mellow  golden  toning. 

From  the  1954  Convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association. 

552  1878  Proof-63.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  suggestion  of  delicate  ton¬ 
ing.  One  of  800  Proofs  struck. 

553  1878-CC  AU-55.  Surfaces  lightly  burnished  many  years  ago,  and 
not  readily  identifiable  as  such  except  under  magnification.  Light 
gray  and  golden  toning.  This  is  the  last  Carson  City  dime  and  is 
the  scarcest  issue  after  1874. 

Numismatic  Gallery;  Imperial  Coin  Company  (Benjamin  Stack),  to  the 
Norwebs  on  July  29,  1954. 


Gem  Proof  1876  Dime 


546  1876  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  gorgeous  light  heather,  gold, 
and  blue  toning.  Centennial  year  issue  of  which  1,150  were  struck. 

The  mintage  of  1,150  Proofs  this  year,  a  sharp  increase  from  700  Proofs  the  year  earli¬ 
er,  is  explained  by  the  Centennial  Exhibition  held  in  Philadelphia  that  year.  Although 
the  Mint  was  requested  to  exhibit  its  collection  at  the  fairgrounds,  it  did  not  do  so  but, 
instead,  invited  visitors  to  come  to  the  Mint  itself.  At  the  Mint,  Proof  coins  were  sold 
to  the  public  The  incremental  amount  minted  this  year  reflects  this  added  demand. 


547  1876-CC  AU-58.  Light  golden  toning. 

Numismatic  Gallery;  Imperial  Coin  Company  (Benjamin  Stack),  to  the 
Norwebs  on  July  29,  1954. 


548  1876-S  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  delicate  light  golden  and  blue 
toning.  Extremely  sharply  struck. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  to  Albert  Holden,  November  1908. 


Exceptional  1877  Proof  Dime 


549  1877  Proof-64.  Light  gray  toning.  An  exceptional  example  of  this 
scarce  issue  of  which  just  510  Proofs  were  struck. 


550  1877-CC  MS-64  to  65.  Light  golden  toning. 

Numismatic  Gallery;  Imperial  Coin  Company  (Benjamin  Stack)  to  the 
Norwebs  on  July  29,  1954. 


554  1879  Proof-63/65  if  not  finer.  Light  heather  toning. 

From  Thomas  B.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1880  Dime 


555  1880  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  gray  toning  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  delicate  lilac  and  blue  toning  on  the  reverse.  Certainly 
this  is  one  of  the  finest  extant  pieces. 

From  Thomas  B.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


556  1880  MS-63  to  64,  if  not  finer.  Deep  gray  toning  on  the  obverse; 
medium  gray  and  delicate  iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse.  Very 
sharply  struck.  This  issue  is  very  rare  as  a  business  strike,  for  just 
36,000  pieces  were  made  for  circulation. 


Gem  Proof  1881  Dime 


557  1881  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  heather  toning.  A  prize 
example  of  one  of  the  most  desired  dates  among  later  Liberty  Seated 
dimes. 


Outstanding  Proof  1882  Dime 


558  1882  Proof-64/65.  Electric  blue  and  golden  toning.  An  outstanding 
example. 
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Gem  Proof  1883  Dime 


559  1883  Proof-65.  Light  blue  and  lilac  toning.  Another  superb  dime 
from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. 

"Technical  grade"  is  one  thing  and  aesthetic  appeal  is  often  another.  Nearly  all  of  the 
Norweb  Collection  coins  have  excellent  aesthetic  appeal  and  possess  attractively  toned 
surfaces. 


Gem  Proof  1886  Dime 


564  1886  Proof-65.  Mottled  light  gray  and  heather  toning  on  the  obverse. 
Medium  lilac  and  blue  toning  on  the  reverse. 

From  Thomas  B.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1884  Dime 


560  1884  Proof-65.  Light  gray  and  iridescent  toning. 


Prooflike  1884-S  Dime 


561  1884-S  MS-63/65,  prooflike.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  this  scarce 
issue.  The  surfaces  are  mostly  brilliant,  with  a  suggestion  of  deli¬ 
cate  light  toning  around  the  borders. 

From  R.  Green  on  March  3,  1953. 

R.  Green  was  the  trade  name  used  by  Charles  Green  and  his  wife  Ruth,  Chicago  dealers 
who  did  an  extensive  mail  order  business  in  the  1940s  and  1950s,  advertising  in  the  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  and  elsewhere. 


562  1885  Proof-63/65.  Light  lilac  toning. 

From  Thomas  B.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


Key  1885-S  Dime 


563  1885-S  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Blue,  gold,  and  iridescent  toning.  The 
1885-S  is  the  scarcest  issue  among  later  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Just 
43,690  were  minted. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion,  Imperial  Coin  Co. 


565  1886-S  MS-60.  Lustrous  with  light  peripheral  toning. 
From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  October  24,  1953,  Lot  142. 


566  1887  Proof-63/65.  Light  lilac  and  gray  toning. 

From  Thomas  B.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


567  1887-S  MS-63  to  65.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  Delicate  light 
iridescent  toning. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  October  31,  1953,  Lot  735. 


Outstanding  1888  Proof  Dime 


568  1888  Proof-64/65.  An  outstanding  example  with  light  lilac  and  gray 
toning. 

From  Thomas  B.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 

569  1888-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  surfaces. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  September  12,  1953,  Lot  1881. 


Exceptional  1889  Proof  Dime 


570  1889  Proof-64.  Light  gray  and  mottled  lilac  toning.  One  of  711  Proofs 
minted  this  year. 

From  Thomas  B.  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1908. 


Rare  1889-S  Dime 


571  1889-S  MS-63  to  65.  Bright  blue  and  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the 
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scarcest  issues  among  later  Liberty  Seated  dimes. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion,  Imperial  Coin  Co. 


Gem  Proof  1890  Dime 


572  1890  Proof-65.  A  splendid  specimen  with  light  lilac  and  blue  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  obverse  and  delicate  blue  and  gold  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  A  nicer  piece  cannot  be  imagined. 

The  Proof  mintage  this  year  was  only  590  pieces,  the  lowest  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series  after  1877. 


573  1890  AU-55.  Light  iridescent  toning. 


574  1890-S  MS-65.  Light  blue  and  golden  toning. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion,  Imperial  Coin  Co. 


Gem  Proof  1891  Dime 


575  1891  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  lilac  and  blue  toning. 
Last  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Proof  dimes. 


576  1891-0  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  suggestion  of 
light  blue  toning.  This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  dimes  issued 
after  the  Civil  War. 

From  M.H.  Bolender  on  June  29,  1935. 

577  1891-S  MS-60.  Steel  gray  and  light  blue  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  November  1,  1955,  Lot  1229. 


Gem  Proof  1892  Barber  Dime 


578  1892  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  delicate  light  blue  and  lilac 
toning  on  the  obverse  and  light  blue  and  golden  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  First  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  type  designed  by  Charles  E. 
Barber. 


579  An  interesting  group  of  Barber  dimes,  most  of  which  are  attrac¬ 
tively  toned:  1892  EF-40;  1892  VF-30/EF-40;  1892-0  AU-55  (from 
M.H.  Bolender,  June  29,  1935);  1892-S  AU-58  (from  Numismatic 
Gallery's  sale  of  February  10,  1953,  Lot  511);  1893-S  AU-55  to  MS-60 
(from  Numismatic  Gallery's  sale  of  February  10,  1953,  Lot  515); 
1905-S  AU-58  (from  Numismatic  Gallery's  sale  of  February  10,  1953, 
Lot  546);  1906-D  AU-50;  1907-D  EF45;  1908-S  AU-55  (from  Hollin- 
beck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  June  26,  1953,  Lot  2056);  1910-S  AU-55 
obverse,  MS-60  reverse,  marks  on  the  head  (from  Hollinbeck  Coin 
Company  sale  of  January  31,  1953,  Lot  1704).  (Total:  10  pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1893  Dime 


580  1893  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  heather  and  blue  ton¬ 
ing.  Absolutely  superb  quality,  as  are  the  other  Norweb  Collection 
Proofs  offered  in  this  section. 


Gem  1893-0  Dime 


581  1893-0  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  partially  prooflike  surface, 
boldly  struck.  Light  golden  and  blue  toning.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  envision  a  nicer  1893-0  dime  than  this  one. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  November  1908. 
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Gem  Proof  1894  Dime 


582  1894  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  toning  virtually  a  match  for 
the  Proof  1893  dime  offered  earlier.  Quality  such  as  this  is  seldom 
seen  today. 


Gem  1894-0  Dime 


583  1894-0  MS-64/65.  A  gem  specimen  with  delicate  golden  and  blue 
toning.  Very  sharply  struck.  This  issue  is  exceedingly  rare  in  con¬ 
dition  such  as  this,  and  probably  no  more  than  a  couple  dozen 
specimens  survive  today.  A  prize  coin  for  the  connoisseur. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908. 
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Classic  1894-S  Barber  Dime 


Lot  584 
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Classic  1894-S  Barber  Dime 


584  1894-S  Proof-65.  Light  golden  and  lilac  surfaces.  Extremely  sharp¬ 
ly  struck.  One  of  the  finest  of  about  a  dozen  known  specimens. 

For  many  years  the  1894-S  dime  has  been  considered  as  one  of 
the  great  classics  among  American  coins.  The  appearance  of  a  speci¬ 
men  has  always  been  an  occasion  for  great  excitement. 

The  present  coin,  sold  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  by  Q. 
David  Bowers  in  1958,  is  the  coin  from  Stack's  sale  of  the  Empire 
Collection  (Dr.  Cass)  in  1957.  It  was  purchased  there  by  James  F. 
Ruddy,  acting  as  an  agent  for  Q.  David  Bowers,  who  paid  $4,750 
for  it,  a  world's  record  at  the  time.  The  acquisition  of  a  dime  for 
this  price  captured  the  fancy  of  newspaper  and  magazine  writers, 
and  within  a  month  hundreds  of  notices  appeared  all  over  Ameri¬ 
ca,  resulting  in  thousands  of  pieces  of  mail  being  received  by  Dave 
Bowers.  David  Garroway,  host  of  the  NBC  Today  television  show, 
invited  Dave  to  appear,  which  he  did,  in  an  interview  which  was 
one  of  the  longest  ever  accorded  to  a  visitor  to  the  show.  The  coin 
was  subsequently  sold  to  the  Norweb  family  for  $6,000. 

Over  the  years  the  1894-S  dime  has  been  the  subject  of  numer¬ 
ous  articles  and  discussions,  the  most  recent  of  which  is  Research¬ 
ing  the  1894-S  Dime,  by  James  G.  Johnson,  published  in  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  spring  1987.  The  following  examples  are  known,  in  a 
compilation  based  upon  James  Johnson's  research: 

1.  Rappaport,  Kagin,  Ruther,  Kreisberg,  Bowers,  Pennsylvania 
estate. 

2.  Newcomer,  Boyd,  Kosoff,  Neil,  Mehl,  Hydeman,  Kosoff, 
Bowers-Empire,  Hazen  Hinman,  Jim  Kelly,  Leo  Young,  RARCOA, 
Ron  Gillio,  1986  N.C.N.A.  Sale. 

3.  Clapp,  Stack's,  Eliasberg. 

4.  The  specimen  offered  here.  Cass-Empire,  Stack's,  Ruddy,  Bow¬ 
ers,  Norweb. 

5.  Daggett  (superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint),  Hallie  Dag¬ 
gett  (his  daughter),  Earl  Parker,  Dan  Brown,  Stack's,  Chicago-area 
collector. 

6.  Clapp,  Eliasberg,  Lee  (name  under  which  duplicates  from  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  were  sold),  Stack's,  New  York  collector. 

7.  A  well-worn  specimen.  Friedberg,  Gimbels,  Kagin,  New 
Netherlands,  Kagin,  Harmer-Rooke,  James  Johnson,  Old  Roman, 
Robert  Hughes,  an  Eastern  collector. 

8.  Stack's,  James  A.  Stack  Estate. 

9.  Daggett  (superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint),  Hallie  Dag¬ 
gett  (his  daughter),  Earl  Parker,  W.R.  Johnson,  Abner  Kreisberg, 
World-Wide  Coin  Company,  Bowers,  Midwestern  collector. 

10.  A  well-circulated  piece.  Romito  (acquired  in  1911),  Montesano, 
an  Eastern  dealer,  Robert  Hughes,  an  Eastern  collector. 

11.  Mitchelson,  Connecticut  State  Library. 

12.  Extremely  Fine.  California  collector,  Kagin,  another  collector, 
Kagin,  National  Coin  Company,  Superior,  Jerry  Buss,  Superior, 
Michelle  Johnson. 

At  the  time  of  issue  in  1894,  the  1894-S  dime  escaped  the  notice 
of  numismatists.  It  did  not  escape  the  notice  of  Superintendent  Dag¬ 
gett,  who  apparently  set  aside  a  few  examples  for  his  own  use,  at 
least  two  of  which  subsequently  passed  to  his  daughter,  Hallie  Dag¬ 
gett.  At  the  time,  collecting  coins  by  mintmarks  was  in  its  infancy. 
The  year  previous,  1893,  saw  the  publication  of  Augustus  G.  Hea¬ 
ton's  treatist,  Mint  Marks  (spelled  as  two  words  by  Heaton),  which 


gave  various  "causes  of  attractiveness"  for  acquiring  coins  from 
branch  mints.  Earlier,  emphasis  was  on  collecting  only  by  dates, 
and  few  collectors  cared  whether  or  not  a  piece  bore  a  CC,  S,  O, 
or  other  mintmark. 

James  Johnson  (the  source  of  much  of  the  information  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  discussion)  reports  that  the  earliest  published  reference  to  the 
1894-S  dime  appeared  in  The  Numismatist  in  June  1900,  at  which 
time  Dr.  George  Heath,  editor,  quoted  the  Mint  as  saying,  "Of  the 
the  24  struck,  14  went  into  circulation,  the  other  10  being  restruck," 
•with  the  latter  reference  meaning  that  10  were  melted  down  to  be 
used  in  other  coinage.  According  to  this  statement,  just  14  survived. 

In  1928  Farran  Zerbe  was  quoted  as  stating  that  in  1905  he  was 
told  by  the  Mint  that  $2.40  was  needed  to  balance  Mint  accounts 
at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  (June  30,  1894),  so  they  struck  24  dimes, 
of  which  all  but  two  or  three  went  into  circulation.  It  was  stated 
in  1928  that  only  four  specimens  were  known  to  exist. 

Another  version  has  it  that  when  the  dies  for  the  1894-S  dime 
were  received  at  San  Francisco,  24  pieces  were  struck.  It  was  antic¬ 
ipated  that  an  additional  coinage  would  occur,  but  none  did,  leav¬ 
ing  the  total  mintage  for  the  year  at  just  24  pieces. 

That  the  1894-S  dime  was  something  "special"  is  evidenced  by 
the  Proof  characteristics  of  nearly  all  of  the  surviving  examples.  On 
page  237  of  his  book.  The  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial 
Proof  Coins,  Walter  Breen  states  that  "all  were  made  as  Proofs."  He 
further  suggests  that  "conceivably  an  occasion  for  the  mintage  of 
Proofs  of  any  denomination  existed  [at  the  San  Francisco  Mint]  in 
the  golden  jubilee  of  regular  coinage  operations,"  for  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  had  commenced  minting  coins  50  years  earlier  in  1854. 

James  Johnson  quotes  a  letter  from  Guy  L.  Chapman  in  which 
it  is  mentioned  that  in  1954  San  Francisco  dealer  Earl  Parker  showed 
him  two  Proof  1894-S  dimes  which  he  had  just  acquired  from  Hal¬ 
lie  Daggett,  daughter  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Mint  in  1894. 
It  was  related  that  Miss  Daggett  stated  that  her  father  was  asked 
by  some  banker  friends  to  strike  some  dimes  for  them.  "He  had 
24  struck  and  gave  three  to  each  of  seven  people,  and  the  other 
three  to  his  daughter.  She  spent  one  and  sold  the  other  two  to  Parker 
in  1954." 

"This  story  also  could  easily  explain  why  most  of  the  known  speci¬ 
mens  are  in  'mint'  condition.  Those  people  who  got  them  from 
Daggett  didn't  get  them  to  spend!"  Johnson  continued. 

Whether  all  known  1894-S  dimes  are  Proofs  or  former  Proofs  is 
a  matter  of  conjecture.  The  present  writer  (Q.  David  Bowers)  be¬ 
lieves  that  most  were,  but  others  were  not.  No.  1  in  the  preceding 
listing  appears  to  be  a  business  strike,  not  a  Proof,  for  example. 

Part  of  the  appeal  of  the  1894-S  dime  over  the  years  has  been 
the  fact  that  this  is  the  most  famous  silver  rarity  in  any  series  after 
the  Liberty  Seated  type.  Further,  among  Barber  coins— dimes,  quart¬ 
ers,  and  half  dollars— it  is  the  only  "impossible"  rarity;  that  is,  it 
is  the  only  coin  which  is  so  rare  that  often  years  elapse  between 
offerings  of  examples  in  any  grade. 

The  coin  offered  here,  one  of  the  very  finest  specimens,  is  a  high¬ 
light  of  the  Norweb  Collection. 

From  the  Empire  Collection  (Dr.  Cass)  sold  b]/  Stack's  in  1957,  to  James 
F.  Ruddy,  to  Q.  David  Bowers,  to  the  Norweb  family  in  1958. 
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Classic  1894-S  Barber  Dime 


Lot  584 
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Gem  Proof  1895  Dime 


585  1895  Proof-65.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  light  gray  ton¬ 
ing.  One  of  the  finest  survivors  of  just  880  pieces  struck. 

The  1895  dime  is  especially  desirable  as  the  related  business  strike  mintage  was  the 
lowest  among  1892-1916  Philadelphia  Mint  Barber  dimes. 


Landmark  1895-0  Dime 


586  1895-0  MS-65.  Boldly  struck.  Delicate  light  blue  and  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  A  superb  specimen,  a  landmark  offering  of  the  second  rarest 
(after  1894-S)  Barber  dime.  The  1895-0  is  scarce  in  all  high  grades, 
and  in  the  preservation  offered  here  is  a  major  rarity.  In  the  quest 
for  "type"  coins  and  also  coins  for  investment  purposes,  the  true 
rarity  of  many  early  issues  has  been  overlooked  in  the  market  in 
recent  years.  However,  one  need  but  peruse  catalogues  of  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  decades  ago  to  learn  that  the  1895-0  is  indeed  a  prime  clas¬ 
sic.  If  anything,  it  is  even  rarer  today  than  it  was  back  then. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908. 


587  1895- S  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  partially  prooflike. 
From  Bebee's  sale  of  November  27,  1953,  Lot  386. 


Gem  Proof  1896  Dime 


588  1896  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  delicate  light 
mottled  iridescent  toning.  It  is  doubtful  that  any  finer  piece  exists. 

Numerous  examples  which  we  designate  as  Proof-65  or  MS-65  in  the  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion  could  with  equal  facility  be  called  Proof-67,  MS-67,  etc. 


Exceptional  1896-0  Dime 


589  1896-0  MS-65,  partly  prooflike.  Boldly  struck.  Light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  An  exceptional  piece,  one  of  the  finest  known,  of  this  scarce 
New  Orleans  issue. 

From  M.H.  Bolender,  on  June  29,  1935. 


Extraordinary  1896-S  Dime 


590  1896-S  MS-65.  An  extraordinary  specimen,  sharply  struck,  and  very 
beautiful.  With  mottled  light  gray,  golden,  and  blue  surfaces.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare  in  this  condition;  one  of  the  finest  known  examples. 
From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908. 
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Gem  Proof  1897  Dime 


591  1897  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with 
light  mottled  golden  toning  in  areas.  The  reverse  is  toned  light  gray 
and  blue. 

Although  the  pedigrees  of  certain  Proof  coins  of  this  era  are  not  recorded,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  Albert  Holden  acquired  them  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time 
of  issue.  The  cost  of  this  Proof  dime  was  11  cents,  or  10%  over  face  value,  in  1897,  in¬ 
dicating  that  it  probably  was  taken  from  an  1897  Proof  set  purchased  in  the  year  indicat¬ 
ed  It  is  probably  safe  to  assume  that  the  pedigree  "purchased  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  at  the  time  of  issue"  could  be  applied  to  nearly  all  of  the  Norweb  Collection  Proofs 
of  the  1890s  to  about  1912. 


Wonderful  1897-0  Dime 


592  1897-0  MS-65.  Sharply  struck  and  bold  in  all  areas.  Gorgeous  light 
blue  and  golden  toning.  This  is  either  the  finest  known  specimen 
or  it  is  tied  for  it.  A  simply  wonderful,  superb  piece  which  will 
delight  the  connoisseur. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908. 


Gem  1897-S  Dime  Rarity 


593  1897-S  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen,  well  struck,  with  gorgeous  light 
gray  and  electric  blue  toning.  We  have  never  seen  a  finer  1897-S 
dime  and  believe  this  to  be  the  finest  in  existence,  or  certainly  tied 
for  that  honor.  A  simply  superb  specimen  worthy  of  whatever 
generous  bid  may  be  given  for  it.  A  coin  such  as  this  is  literally 
priceless,  for  whatever  the  successful  buyer  pays,  an  offer  of  twice 
that  amount  the  day  after  would  not  readily  secure  a  duplicate. 

The  1897-S  offers  that  excellent  combination  of  superb  quality  and 
rarity.  In  Mint  State,  the  1897-S  is  one  of  the  most  elusive  issues 
of  the  series. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  October  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1898  Dime 


594  1898  Proof-65.  A  superb  piece  with  mottled  light  lilac  and  gray 
toning. 


595  1898  MS-64  to  65.  Toning  similar  to  the  preceding. 


Gem  1898-0  Dime 


596  1898-0  MS-65.  A  superb  specimen  with  attractive  light  lilac  ton¬ 
ing.  Under  a  magnifying  glass  an  area  of  light  striking  at  the  T  of 
LIBERTY,  as  made,  is  noted.  This  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  sur¬ 
vivors  of  this  19th-century  New  Orleans  Mint  issue. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  October  27,  1908. 
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Gem  1898-S  Dime 


597  1898-S  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen,  sharply  struck,  and  superb  in  ev¬ 
ery  respect.  Mottled  light  heather  toning.  Certainly  no  finer  speci¬ 
men  exists. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  October  27,  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1900  Dime 


601  1900  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  mottled  light  golden,  gray, 
and  blue  toning.  A  superb  example  of  the  last  Proof  dime  of  the 
19th  century. 


Gem  Proof  1899  Dime 


598  1899  Proof-65  or  better.  Like  so  many  coins  in  this  area  of  the  sale, 
it  could  be  called  Proof-67  or  even  Proof-69  without  fear  of  con¬ 
tradiction.  The  coin  is  truly  superb,  virtually  flawless.  The  aesthetic 
appeal  is  all  there  as  well.  Light  gray  and  blue  toning  accent  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  It  is  probably  true  to  say  that  the  Proof  Barber  dimes 
in  the  Norweb  Collection,  taken  as  a  group,  are  finer  than  any  com¬ 
parable  offering  in  many  years. 

From  the  earliest  days  onward  the  Holden  Collection  and  Norweb  Collection  coins 
were  kept  in  protective  envelopes  and  not  in  albums,  thus  they  never  acquired  the  "slide 
marks"  sometimes  seen  on  Proofs  which  are  stored  in  albums  with  sliding  clear  faces. 


Gem  1899-0  Dime 


599  1899-0  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen,  superb  in  every  way.  Light  gray, 
golden,  and  delicate  blue  toning. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  October  27,  1908. 


Gem  1899-S  Dime 


600  1899-S  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen,  brilliant,  with  delicate  light  blue 
and  golden  toning. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1808-1910. 

The  S  mintmark  is  slightly  double  punched,  with  traces  of  an  earlier  mintmark  ap¬ 
pearing  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  main  letter. 


Gem  1900-0  Dime 


602  1900-0  MS-65.  Still  another  gem  specimen,  this  piece  has  toning 
quite  similar  to  the  preceding,  as  it  should  for  it  has  been  stored 
with  it  for  the  best  part  of  a  century. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  to  Albert  Holden,  October  27,  1908. 


Gem  1900-S  Dime 


603  1900-S  MS-65  A  gem  specimen  with  nicely  blended  magenta  and 
blue  coloring.  Some  mint-caused  planchet  striations  can  be  seen 
under  magnification  on  the  higher  parts  of  the  obverse. 
From  ].  C.  Morgenthau  on  September  1935. 


Outstanding  1901  Proof  Dime 


604  1901  Proof-64.  Light  blue  toning.  A  microscopic  pinprick  on  Miss 
Liberty's  jaw  keeps  this  out  of  the  Proof-65  category.  (Although, 
perhaps  we  are  being  too  fussy  in  this  regard.) 
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Gem  1901-0  Dime 


605  1901-0  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  gray  and  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Very  scarce  in  this  lofty  preservation. 


Gem  Proof  1903  Dime 


610  1903  Proof-65.  With  mottled  lilac  toning  on  the  obverse  and  lilac 
and  blue  toning  on  the  reverse.  One  of  755  Proofs  struck. 


606  1901-S  AU-55  obverse,  MS-63  reverse.  Light  gray  and  blue  toning. 
The  cheek  of  Miss  Liberty  was  lightly  burnished  many  decades  ago, 
thus  causing  the  differential  in  grading  between  the  obverse  and 
reverse  as  noted. 

From  the  1954  convention  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion,  Imperial  Coin  Co. 


Gem  Proof  1902  Dime 


607  1902  Proof  65.  Electric  blue  and  light  golden  toning.  Superb!  One 
of  777  Proofs  minted. 


Gem  1902-0  Dime 


608  1902-0  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  lilac  toning  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  light  blue  and  golden  toning  on  the  reverse. 

Opportunities  presented  in  this  catalogue  cannot  be  overemphasized.  No  matter  what 
one's  budget  may  be,  the  chance  to  buy  branch  mint  dimes  in  MS-65  grade,  with  gor¬ 
geous  toning  acquired  over  a  period  of  nearly  a  century,  does  not  occur  often.  We  are 
sure  it  is  the  case  that  if  certain  specimens  offered  now  in  the  Norweb  Collection  are 
not  purchased,  within  the  lifetime  of  bidders  present  there  will  be  no  equal  or  better 
pieces  offered  for  sale. 


Prooflike  Gem  1902-S  Dime 


609  1902-S  MS-65,  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  with  light  golden 
toning. 

From  /.  C.  Mordent hau  in  September,  1935. 


611  1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant  surfaces  save  for  some  scattered  toning 
flecks. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  fune  26,  1953,  Lot  2052. 


Incredible  1903-S  Dime 


612  1903-S  MS-65.  An  incredible  specimen,  sharp  in  every  detail,  and 
with  beautiful  mottled  light  blue  and  gray  toning  on  the  obverse 
and  light  iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse.  Certainly  few  equal  speci¬ 
mens  can  exist  in  all  numismatics.  1903-S  is  a  scarce  variety,  so  this 
opportunity  must  be  viewed  as  being  especially  significant. 


Gem  Proof  1904  Dime 


613  1904  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  blue  toning.  Only  670 
Proofs  were  minted  this  year,  of  which  probably  no  more  than  a 
few  dozen  survivors  can  equal  this  one  in  terms  of  quality. 
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Outstanding  1904-S  Dime 


614  1904-S  MS-64.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  prized 
mintmarks  in  this  series.  Light  golden  and  blue  toning. 

From  ].C.  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 

J.C.  Morgenthau  was  affiliated  with  Wayte  Raymond  at  the  time,  and  the  various  transactions 
were  consumated  by  Raymond  himself. 


Gem  Proof  1905  Dime 


615  1905  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen  with  light  blue  and  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  One  of  727  Proofs  struck  this  year. 


Superb  1905-0  Dime 


616  1905-0  MS-65.  A  superb  specimen  with  lilac  and  golden  toning. 
From  Stack's,  June  10,  1953. 


Gem  Proof  1906  Dime 


617  1906  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen  with  electric  blue  toning.  Still 
another  superb  Proof  from  an  era  in  which  few  Proofs  of  this  qual¬ 
ity  still  survive. 


618  1906-0  MS  60  to  63.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  suggestion  of  light 
toning.  A  small  planchet  chip,  is  seen  to  the  left  of  ONE  and  on 
the  reverse. 


619  1906-S  MS-63.  Mostly  brilliant,  with  traces  of  light  golden  toning. 


Gem  Proof  1907  Dime 


620  1907  Proof-65.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  Only  575 
Proofs  were  minted  this  year. 


621  1907-0  MS-60  to  63.  Brilliant  with  some  light  golden  toning  around 
the  border. 


622  1907-S  MS-64.  Light  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 


Gem  Proof  1908  Dime 


623  1908  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  delicate  light  blue  and  gold¬ 
en  toning.  One  of  just  545  Proofs  minted,  the  lowest  production 
figure  since  the  inception  of  the  Barber  dime  type. 


624  1908-D  MS-64.  Light  blue  and  golden  fields  with  some  spotty  dark¬ 
er  brown  toning,  especially  around  the  borders. 

Obtained  by  Albert  Holden  directly  from  the  Denver  Mint  in  1908. 


625  1908-0  MS-64.  Light  golden,  magenta,  and  iridescent  toning.  Next 
to  the  last  year  of  dime  coinage  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  and  the 
New  Orleans  issue  with  the  lowest  production  figure  of  its  year. 
Obtained  by  Albert  Holden  directly  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1909  Dime 


626  1909  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen,  virtual  perfection,  of  this  issue  of 
which  650  Proofs  were  minted.  Attractive  light  blue  and  golden 
toning. 
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Gem  1909-D  Dime 


627  1909-D  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  scarcest  dimes  of 
the  era,  and  the  only  Denver  Mint  Barber  dime  with  the  mintage 
below  the  million  mark.  The  surfaces  are  colored  in  attractive  light 
golden  hues,  with  tinges  of  blue  on  the  reverse,  with  touches  of 
magenta. 


Gem  Proof  1911  Dime 


632  1911  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  medium  blue  and  gray  ton¬ 
ing.  Virtual  perfection.  Again  we  marvel  at  the  quality  of  the  Proofs 
offered  in  this  section. 

Obtained  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  by  Albert  Holden  in  191 1. 

As  noted  earlier,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  nearly  all  of  the  Proofs  of  this  era  were  obtained 
directly  from  the  Mint,  but  we  have  not  mentioned  this  in  the  absence  of  specific  surviving  records. 
For  Lot  632,  such  a  record  does  survive. 


Gem  1909-0  Dime 


628  1909-0  MS-65.  Light  gray  and  lilac  toning.  A  gem  specimen  of  the 
last  year  of  New  Orleans  Mint  coinage. 

Obtained  by  Albert  Holden  directly  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1909. 


Gem  1909-S  Dime 


629  1909-S  MS-65.  Attractive  light  golden  and  blue  toning.  One  of  the 
scarcer  San  Francisco  Mint  issues  of  the  year. 

Obtained  by  Albert  Holden  directly  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1909. 


Gem  Proof  1910  Dime 


630  1910  Proof-65.  A  breathtakingly  beautiful  specimen,  virtual  perfec¬ 
tion,  with  delicate  light  blue  and  lilac  toning.  We  have  never  seen 
a  finer  one  and  doubt  if  a  finer  one  does  or  could  exist. 


631  1910-D  MS-60.  Light  golden  and  gray  toning. 


633  1911-D  MS-63/65.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  suggestion  of  very  light 
toning. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 

Thomas  L.  Elder,  the  New  York  dealer,  sold  to  two  generations  of  the  Norweb  family— to 
Albert  Holden  early  in  the  century,  and  to  Honorable  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  in 
the  1930s. 


Sparkling  1911-S  Dime 


634  1911-S  MS-65.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  whisper  of  light  gold¬ 
en  toning. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  in  June  1935 


Gem  Proof  1912  Dime 


635  1912  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  golden,  magenta,  and 
lilac  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 

Apparently  Albert  Holden  ordered  coins  from  the  Mint  up  through  and  including  1911, 
but  not  1912.  After  his  death,  no  other  Proofs  were  ordered  from  the  Mint  during  the 
early  years,  so  in  the  1930s  the  Norwebs  filled  the  gaps  in  the  collection  by  ordering 
from  various  dealers  such  as  Mehl,  Elder,  and  Morgenthau. 


Outstanding 


1912-D  Dime 


636  1912-D  MS-65.  Light  gray  and  blue  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl,  July  24,  1935 
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Gem  1912-S  Dime 


637  1912-S  MS-65.  Mottled  light  golden  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935 


Superb  1913  Proof  Dime 


638  1913  Proof-64.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  suggestion  of  light  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  224,  1935 


Classic  1913-S  Dime 


139  1913-S  MS-65.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  very  light  lilac  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  specimen  of  this  classic  issue,  the  Barber  dime  having  the 
lowest  business  strike  mintage  of  any  date  after  1895. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935 


Gem  Proof  1914  Dime 


640  1914  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  of  the  lowest  Proof  mintage  issue 
in  the  entire  Barber  dime  series,  a  coin  of  which  just  425  Proofs 
were  struck.  Brilliant  surfaces  overlaid  with  a  whisper  of  light  heath¬ 
er  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl,  July  24,  1935. 


Gem  1914-D  Dime 


641  1914-D  MS-65.  Light  golden  and  gray  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl,  July  24,  1935. 


Gem  1914-S  Barber  Dime 


642  1914-S  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  toning  similar  to  the  preced¬ 
ing,  and  from  the  same  source. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


Gem  Proof  1915  Dime 


643  1915  Proof-64  to  65.  A  gem  specimen  with  magenta  and  light  blue 
toning.  Especially  desirable  as  an  issue  with  the  second  lowest  Proof 
mintage  in  the  Barber  series;  just  450  Proofs  were  struck. 

From  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  September  1934. 

At  the  time,  Wayte  Raymond,  who  earlier  managed  the  United  States  Coin  Company 
was  numismatic  manager  for  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.  During  the  same  year  he  released  the  first 
edition  of  his  later  to  become  famous  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins.  During 
the  same  era,  he  was  associated  with  J.C.  Morgenthau 
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b44  1915-S  MS-64.  Light  gray  and  golden  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 

645  1916  Barber.  MS-60  63.  Mottled  light  gray  and  golden  toning. 

646  1916- S  Barber.  MS-63.  Very  light  golden  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


Mercury  Dimes 

647  1916  “Mercury.”  MS-65.  Full  Split  Bands  (henceforth  abbreviated 
as  FSB).  A  superb  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  type. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 

The  Liberty  Head  design  by  Adolph  A.  Weinman,  which  became  popularly  known 
as  the  "Mercury"  style,  was  part  of  the  general  redesigning  of  United  States  silver  denomi¬ 
nations  in  1916.  Weinman  also  designed  a  new  motif  for  the  half  dollar,  while  Hermon 
A.  MacNeil  created  a  new  style  quarter  dollar. 


The  rationale  for  calling  the  1916  dime  the  "Mercury"  style  is  not  clear,  for  Mercury, 
the  mythological  winged  messenger,  had  wings  on  his  feet,  whereas  the  Liberty  dime 
has  wings  on  the  head.  Moreover,  the  Miss  Liberty  is  female,  whereas  the  classic  Mer¬ 
cury  is  male.  All  of  this  did  not  stop  collectors  from  adopting  the  new  term,  which  today 
is  the  standard  nomenclature  for  the  series. 

648  1916  Mercury  MS-65  FSB.  Duplicate  of  the  preceding.  Very  light 
toning. 

649  Small  cache  of  1916  Mercury  dimes,  each  with  FSB,  and  each  with 
attractive  toning.  Six  pieces  are  MS-65  and  two  are  MS-64.  (Total: 
8  pieces) 

These  may  have  been  purchased  in  the  1930s,  for  Lot  647  was  purchased  on  its  own 
from  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1935,  indicating  that  the  Norwebs  did  not  possess  a  specimen  It 
is  also  possible  that  Mrs.  Norweb,  who  was  a  member  of  the  American  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation  in  1916  and  who  read  all  of  the  commentary  about  the  new  issue  in  The  Numis¬ 
matist,  purchased  a  number  of  pieces  at  the  time,  put  them  away,  and  could  not  readily 
locate  them  in  later  years.  Surviving  correspondence  vividly  reflects  that  the  Norweb 
Collection  in  its  vastness  was  never  completely  catalogued,  and  time  and  time  again  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  ordered  pieces  on  approval,  or  acquired  coins,  only  to  later 
find  that  they  already  had  specimens,  sometimes  finer  than  those  ordered! 


Gem  Uncirculated  1916-D  Mercury  Dime 


650  1916-D  MS-65  FSB.  A  gem  specimen,  one  of  the  finest  known,  of 
the  foremost  classic  in  the  Mercury  dime  series.  This  specimen  is 
deeply  frosty,  well  struck,  and  has  attractive  light  lilac  and  blue 
toning. 

One  would  think  that  the  1916-D  dime  would  be  fairly  plentiful 
in  Uncirculated  condition,  representing  as  it  does  the  first  year  of 
issue  of  the  Mercury  design.  However,  such  is  not  the  case,  and 
specimens  which  today  can  be  graded  MS-65  are  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween.  Apparently  the  release  of  Denver  Mint  specimens  was 
delayed,  and  the  initial  public  hoarding  of  coins— as  is  often  done 


when  a  new  design  appears— was  filled  by  Philadelphia  Mint  is¬ 
sues.  Whatever  the  explanation  might  be,  the  1916-D  dime  in  MS-65 
is  sufficiently  rare  that  probably  no  more  than  a  couple  hundred 
specimens  exist,  and  even  this  estimate  may  be  on  the  high  side. 

Provenance  not  recorded,  but  the  toning  on  the  piece  resembles  certain  Barber  dimes 
acquired  by  Albert  Holden  during  the  1907-1911  years,  so  we  suspect  that  this  1916-D 
dime  was  kept  with  these  coins  for  many  decades,  as  the  surface  appearance  is  related 
today  (on  the  other  hand,  dimes  acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl  in  the  1930s  are  of  a  gener¬ 
ally  lighter  appearance).  We  believe  it  probable  that  Mrs.  Norweb  obtained  it  around  the 
time  of  issue. 
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651  1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  FSB.  Light,  bright  surfaces  with  light  lilac 
toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 

652  A  group  of  1916-S  dimes  consisting  of  four  pieces  in  MS-65  grade, 
each  with  FSB,  and  one  MS-64  coin,  without  FSB.  Each  has  attrac¬ 
tive  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


653  1917  MS-65  FSB.  Streaky  light  gray  toning. 


654  Varied  group  of  Mercury  dimes,  most  with  attractive  toning:  three 
pieces  1917,  MS-60  FSB,  MS-63,  and  MS-64,  some  marks  on  the 
face  (from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935);  1920  MS-63  FSB;  1924 
MS-63,  FSB  (from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935);  1925  MS-63  FSB 
(from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935);  1925-S  EF-40  (from  B.  Max 
Mehl  on  July  24,  1935);  1926  MS-64;  1926-S  AU-55  FSB  (from  B. 
Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935);  two  pieces  1927,  MS-60  FSB  and  MS-64 
FSB;  1927- S  AU-55  (from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935);  1928  MS-63 
FSB  (from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935);  1928-D  AU-50  (from  B. 
Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935);  1928-S  MS-64  FSB  (from  B.  Max  Mehl 
on  July  24,  1935);  1929  MS-64  FSB  (from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24, 
1935);  1929-D  MS-63.  Lint  mark  on  obverse  (from  B.  Max  Mehl  on 
July  24,  1935);  1931  MS-60.  (Total:  18  pieces) 


655  1917-D  MS-65  FSB.  With  just  a  whisper  of  light  blue  toning.  Cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  finest  extant  examples. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


656  1917-S  MS-64.  Light  golden  and  gray  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


657  1918  MS-65  FSB.  Mottled  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


658  1918-D  MS-65.  Mottled  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


659  1918-S  MS-65  FSB.  Mottled  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


660  1919  MS-65  FSB.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  the  faintest  suggestion  of 
light  blue  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


Exceptional  1919-D  Dime 


661  1919-D  MS-65.  Light  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  An  exceptional 
specimen. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


MS-65  1919-S  Dime 


662  1919-S  MS-65.  Mottled  golden  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


663  1920  MS-65  FSB.  Light  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 


Sharp  1920-D  Mercury  Dime 


664  1920-D  MS-65  FSB.  A  particularly  sharp  specimen.  Mellow  gold¬ 
en  and  iridescent  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


Sharp  1920-S  Mercury  Dime 


665  1920-S  MS-65  FSB.  Another  very  attractive  example.  Golden  and 
iridescent  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


Gem  1921  Mercury  Dime 


666  1921  MS-65  FSB.  A  gem  specimen,  sharply  struck,  and  very  beau¬ 
tiful,  of  one  of  the  most  desired  dates  in  the  entire  series;  the  Phil¬ 
adelphia  Mint  issue  with  the  lowest  production  quantity.  Attrac¬ 
tively  mottled  medium  golden  and  gray  toning.  A  splendid  piece 
of  a  quality  seldom  seen. 
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Rare  1921  Dime 


667  1921  MS-64  FSB.  Although  this  piece  has  Full  Split  Bands,  the  rims 
are  not  fully  struck  up.  Mottled  light  gray  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


Another  Mint  State  1921  Dime 


Sharp  Uncirculated  1924-D  Dime 


672  1924-D  MS-65  FSB.  A  particularly  sharp  example  of  this  scarce  (in 
this  preservation)  issue.  Light  lilac  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  ]uly  24,  1935. 


673  1924-S  MS-65.  Light  gray  and  iridescent  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


668  1921  MS-64  FSB.  Mottled  gray  toning.  Like  the  preceding,  lightly 
struck  on  the  rims. 


Sharp  1921-D  Dime 


669  1921-D  MS-65/63,  the  difference  in  grading  on  the  reverse  being 
accounted  for  by  some  nicks  on  the  fasces  and  a  small  cut  on  the 
reverse  rim.  Attractive  light  golden  toning.  An  especially  sharp  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  lowest-mintage  Denver  Mint  regular  issue  after  1916-D. 


Gem  1925-D  Mercury  Dime 


674  1925-D  MS-65  FSB.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  whisper  of  light 
blue  toning.  This  coin  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  extant  of  the  issue. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


675  1926-D  MS-65  FSB.  Surfaces  comparable  to  the  last. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


670 


1923  MS-65  FSB.  Brilliant. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


671  1923-S  MS-65.  Nearly  FSB— nearly  but  not  quite.  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 
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Gem  1927-D  Mercury  Dime 


676  1927-D  MS-65  FSB.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  delicate  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  of  the  issue. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 

Although  the  1927-D  dime  has  a  relatively  high  mintage,  in  MS-65  grade  it  is  very  rare. 
Back  in  the  1950s,  before  the  grade  MS-65  (or  other  numerical  designations,  for  that  matter) 
was  invented  for  use  on  silver  coins,  and  such  pieces  were  simply  called  "Uncirculated," 
dealer  Joe  Block,  a  frequent  advertiser  in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  took  a  fan¬ 
cy  to  this  particular  dime  issue,  researched  it,  and  determined  how  rare  it  was  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  state.  Once  his  findings  were  published,  others  confirmed  the  rarity  of  the  1927-D, 
the  price  rose,  and  ever  since  then  it  has  been  among  the  most  expensive  coins  in  the 
series;  deservedly  so. 


683  Collection  of  Proof  Roosevelt  dimes,  1950  through  1964,  each 
Proof-65,  one  of  each  date,  with  the  exception  of  1954  (which  is 
represented  by  a  filler  MS-60  coin).  (Total;  15  pieces) 

684  The  Norweb  collection  of  Roosevelt  dimes,  1946  to  1982  (the  last 
year  in  which  the  pieces  were  collected).  The  set  consists  of  MS-63 
to  MS-65  business  strikes  of  the  different  dates  and  mintmarks  from 
1946  through  1981,  except  for  the  following  which  are  Proof-65;  1956, 
1958,  1959,  1961,  1962,  1964,  and  1981-S.  In  addition,  there  is  one 
later  coin,  a  1982-S  Proof  (but  no  other  1982  pieces).  (Total:  86  pieces) 

685  Additional  Roosevelt  dimes  from  the  Norweb  Collection,  consist¬ 
ing  of  various  duplicates  and  oddments.  The  following  business 
strikes,  averaging  MS-63  to  MS-65,  are  included:  two  pieces  1952, 
1952-D,  two  1952-S,  1954,  three  1954-D,  two  1954- S,  four  1955,  two 
1955-D,  two  1955-S,  two  1956,  1956-D,  1957,  1957-D,  three  1958,  three 
1958-D,  1959,  1959-D,  1963,  1963-D,  two  1964,  two  1964-D,  1965,  three 
1966,  1967,  1969,  1969-D,  1970-D,  1974,  1974-D,  1974-S,  1978,  1978-D, 
1979,  and  1979-D.  In  addition  there  are  the  following  Proof-65  coins: 
1950,  1954,  two  1955,  two  1956,  1959,  two  1960,  1961,  two  1962,  1963, 
1964, 1968- S,  1970- S,  two  1971-S,  1981-S,  and  1982-S.  (Total:  73  pieces) 


677  1929-S  MS-65  FSB.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  nuances  of  blue  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


678  1930  MS-64  FSB.  Brilliant. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  February  5,  1953. 


679  1930-S  MS-64/65.  Delicate  light  gray  toning. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 


1  680  1931-D  MS-65  FSB.  Popular  low-  mintage  issue.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  with  delicate  lilac  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 

681  1931-S  MS-65.  Mottled  light  gray  and  golden  toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  July  24,  1935. 

682  Collection  of  Mercury  dimes  from  1934  to  1945-S.  Average  busi¬ 
ness  strikes,  plus  some  outstanding  Proofs.  Sources  are  given  in 
parentheses:  1934  MS-63,  1934-D  MS-60  (Mehl),  1935  AU-50,  1935-D 
MS-63  (Mehl),  1935-S  MS-60  (Mehl),  1936  Proof-65  (Mehl),  1936-D 
MS-64  (Mehl),  1936-S  MS-64  (Mehl),  1937  Proof-65  (New  Nether¬ 
lands),  1937-D  MS-65  (Mehl),  1937-S  MS-65  (Mehl),  1938  Proof-65 
(New  Netherlands),  1938-D  MS-60  (Mehl),  1938-S  MS-65  (Mehl), 
1939  Proof-65  (New  Netherlands),  1939-D  MS-65  (Mehl),  1939-S 
MS-65  (Mehl),  1940  Proof-65  (Numismatic  Gallery),  1940-D  MS-63 
(Mehl),  1940-S  MS-65  (Mehl),  1941  Proof-65  (Numismatic  Gallery), 
1941-D  FB  MS-65  (Mehl),  1941-S  MS-65  (Mehl),  1942/1  Overdate 
EF45,  1942  Proof-65,  1942-D  MS-65,  1942-S  MS-65,  1943  MS-64  (Be- 
bee),  1943-D  MS-63  (Bebee),  1943-S  MS-65  (Bebee),  1944  MS-65  (Be- 
bee),  1944-D  FB  MS-64  (Bebee),  1944-S  MS-65  (Bebee),  1945  MS-64 
(Bebee),  1945-D  MS-65  (Bebee),  1945-S  MS-65  (Bebee).  A  very  nice 
grouping  containing  many  outstanding  pieces,  and  including  a  set 
of  Gem  Proofs  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  from  1936  through  1942. 
(Total:  36  pieces) 


20-Cent  Pieces 


20-cent  pieces  were  authorized  by  the  Act  of  March  3,  1875. 
It  was  intended  that  these  coins  would  circulate  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  West,  where  they  would  fill  a  need  in  commerce.  How¬ 
ever,  it  soon  developed  that  the  public  confused  the  20-cent 
pieces  with  the  somewhat  similarly-sized  quarter  dollar.  Con¬ 
fusion  reigned,  and  after  a  large  coinage  in  1875,  particular¬ 
ly  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  production  quantities 
diminished.  Coins  were  produced  in  Philadelphia  and  Car- 
son  City  in  1876,  after  which  business  strikes  were  discon¬ 
tinued.  Proofs  for  collectors  were  struck  for  two  more  years, 
1877  and  1878. 

The  great  rarity  in  the  series,  indeed  one  of  the  most  fa¬ 
mous  rarities  in  all  of  American  numismatics  is  the  1876-CC 
20-cent  piece,  of  which  fewer  than  two  dozen  are  known  to 
exist. 

The  Norweb  Collection  contains  a  complete  offering  of 
20-cent  pieces,  presented  herewith. 
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Bouvrs  and  Merena  —  20-Cent  Pieces 


Gem  Proof  1875  20-Cents 


686  1875  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen,  Proof-65  or  better,  with  lilac  and 
light  blue  toning.  Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  finest  surviving  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  this  short-lived  denomination. 


Exceptional  1875-CC  20-Cent  Piece 


687  1875-CC  MS-65.  An  exceptionally  attractive  piece  with  lilac  and  blue 
toning.  The  1875-CC  is  quite  elusive  in  this  grade. 


Attractive  1875-S  20-Cent  Piece 


688  1875-S  MS-64.  An  attractive  specimen  with  mottled  light  blue  and 
golden  toning.  With  wide,  flat  obverse  rim  as  typically  seen  on  the 
1875-S  issue. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  on  December  17,  1908. 

689  1875-S  EF-40.  Mottled  gray  and  iridescent  toning. 


Gem  Proof  1876  20-Cent  Piece 


690  1876  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  with  lilac  and  light  blue  toning,  quite 
similar  in  appearance  to  the  Proof  1875  offered  earlier.  Examples 
of  this  superb  quality  are  exceedingly  scarce. 
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Famous  1876-CC  20-Cent  Piece 


691  1876-CC  MS-64  to  65.  Medium  lilac  and  blue  toning.  Very  sharply 
struck.  When  held  at  a  certain  angle  to  the  light,  the  coin  has  a 
partially  prooflike  surface,  which  prompted  Emery  May  Holden 
Norweb  to  include  the  following  note  with  the  coin: 

It  is  true  that  officially  the  branch  mints  did  not  make 
Proofs,  but  every  so  often  one  appears.  Probably  a  work¬ 
man  standing  talking  rubbed  a  planchet  back  and  forth  on 
his  apron  before  putting  it  in  the  machine,  and  a  Proof  sur¬ 
face  turned  out.  This  coin  can  be  classed  as  a  branch  mint 
Proof.  It  is  the  rarest  of  the  20-cents.  .  .  . 

For  decades  the  1876-CC  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
famous  and  most  desired  of  all  American  coins.  Only  a  dozen  or 
so  examples  are  known  to  exist.  Most  of  these  are  in  Uncirculated 
preservation  and  may  have  been  from  pieces  sent  from  Carson  City 
to  the  Assay  Commission  in  Philadelphia)  although  this  is 
conjecture. 

Records  reveal  that  10,000  1876-CC  20-cent  pieces  were  struck. 
However,  by  the  time  they  were  produced  the  denomination  was 
redundant,  so  apparently  nearly  all  were  melted.  The  destruction 
of  these  coins  is  probably  the  subject  of  the  following  letter,  writ¬ 
ten  by  Mint  Director  H.R.  Linderman  on  March  19,  1877,  addressed 
to  James  Crawford,  superintendent  of  the  Carson  City  Mint: 


You  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  melt  all  20-cent 
pieces  you  have  on  hand,  and  you  will  debit  "Silver  Profit 
Fund"  with  any  loss  thereon. 

The  rarity  and  desirability  of  the  1876-CC  20-cent  piece  has  been 
recognized  from  the  cradle  days  of  mintmark  collecting.  A  Treatise 
on  the  Coinage  of  United  States  Branch  Mints,  by  A.G.  Heaton,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1893,  called  the  attention  of  collectors  to  acquiring  coins 
by  mintmark  varieties.  Prior  to  that  time,  numismatists  had  been 
concerned  primarily  with  dates,  and  whether  a  coin  had  a  mint- 
mark  or  not  made  little  difference.  Heaton,  a  facile  writer,  listed 
17  "causes  of  attractiveness"  for  collecting  mintmarks.  In  his  text 
he  mentioned  the  1876-CC  20-cent  piece  in  two  places,  noting  in 
the  preface  that  it  was  "excessively  rare  in  any  condition,"  and  in 
the  main  text  the  following:  "The  pieces  of  1876-CC  have  become 
very  rare,  as  we  have  mentioned  in  our  preface,  from  the  negli¬ 
gence  of  western  collectors,  or  the  indifference  involved  in  mint 
mark  rarities.  .  . 

Only  at  infrequent  intervals  does  the  opportunity  to  acquire  an 
1876-CC  20-cent  piece  occur.  The  Norweb  Collection  is  one  of  the 
finest  of  the  dozen  or  so  known. 

The  1876-CC  20-cent  piece  has  the  word  LIBERTY  doubled  on  the  obverse,  a  phenome 
non  somewhat  similar  to  that  found  on  the  later  1955  Doubled  Die  cent  This  occurs  on 
all  authentic  1876-CC  pieces. 
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Gem  Proof  1877  20-Cent  Piece 


692  1877  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  lilac  toning.  Sharp  and 
beautiful  in  every  respect. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  states  that  just  350  Proofs 
were  minted  this  year,  and  no  related  business  strikes  were  made. 
Thus,  1877  is  the  second  rarest  issue  in  the  series.  Here  is  another 
prime  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur. 


Gem  Proof  1878  20-Cent  Piece 


693  1878  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  champagne  and  golden 
toning.  Sharply  struck,  beautiful  and  desirable  in  every  respect. 

The  1878  is  a  Proof-only  issue;  no  related  pieces  were  made  for 
circulation.  According  to  published  figures,  only  600  Proofs  were 
made.  After  1878  the  denomination  was  discontinued. 


End  of  Session 
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Tuesday  Evening,  October  13,  7:00  p.m.  Sharp. 
Commencing  with  Lot  694 


$3  Gold  Pieces 


The  Norweb  Collection  contains  a  complete  collection  of 
$3  gold  pieces  from  the  first  year  of  issue,  1854,  to  the  last 
1889,  with  the  solitary  exception  of  the  unique  1870-S.  This 
denomination  is  one  of  the  more  curious  and  most  interest- 
:  ing  in  American  numismatics.  Authorized  in  1853  and  first 
produced  in  1854,  the  $3  piece  was  thrust  upon  a  public  who 
neither  demanded  nor  wanted  it.  After  an  initially  gener¬ 
ous  coinage,  production  declined  sharply.  The  denomina¬ 
tion  was  produced  continuously  through  1889,  but  with  the 
exception  of  just  a  few  years,  quantities  minted  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  low.  As  so  often  happens  in  numismatics— and  the 
20-cent  denomination  provides  a  similar  example— coins  that 
were  not  wanted  by  the  public  were  transformed  in  later 
years  into  numismatic  rarities. 

The  $3  piece  had  its  inception  with  a  bill  passed  by  Con¬ 
gress  on  February  21,  1853,  the  main  purpose  of  which  was 
to  reduce  the  authorized  weight  of  all  silver  pieces  except 
the  dollar.  The  necessity  for  such  was  caused  by  the  in¬ 
creased  value  of  silver  in  relation  to  gold,  as  supplies  of  the 
precious  yellow  metal  became  more  plentiful  due  to  output 
in  California,  and  other  considerations.  The  reason  for  in¬ 
cluding  a  $3  piece  as  part  of  the  legislation  has  never  been 
satisfactorily  explained,  although  some  have  said  it  may  have 
been  done  as  a  convenience  to  buy  three-cent  postage  stamps 
in  sheets  of  100,  or  to  purchase  silver  three-cent  pieces  (first 
issued  in  1851)  in  the  same  quantity.  Considering  the  close¬ 
ness  in  value  to  the  popular  $2.50  denomination,  the  $3  piece 
seems  illogical. 

James  Barton  Longacre,  Mint  engraver,  designed  a  motif 
which  was  intended  to  be  distinctive  and  not  easily  confused 
with  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  wearing  a  coronet,  which 
was  in  use  in  the  contemporary  $2.50  and  $5  denominations. 
The  result  was  the  Indian  princess  design  with  a  feathered 
headress,  and  on  the  reverse  a  wreath  consisting  of  corn, 
cotton,  wheat,  and  tobacco  (later,  in  1856,  Longacre  copied 
his  own  design  when  the  same  wreath  was  used  on  the  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  cent). 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  "common"  $3  piece,  and  even 
some  of  the  more  plentiful  dates,  such  as  1854  and  1878,  are 
rare  in  comparison  with  most  other  United  States  issues.  The 
majority  of  $3  pieces  fall  in  the  very  rare  to  extremely  rare 
category,  admittedly  undefined,  but  certainly  appropriate  as 
no  more  than  a  few  hundred  examples  are  known  of  certain 
dates  minted  after  the  Civil  War. 

The  highlight  of  the  Norweb  Collection  is  the  1875,  a  clas¬ 


sic  rarity,  with  many  other  outstanding  pieces  keeping  it  in 
good  company. 


Mint  State  1854  $3  Gold 


694  1854  MS-60.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue. 
From  Lyman  Low  to  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 

$3  pieces  dated  1854  have  the  word  DOLLARS  in  the  reverse  in  much  smaller  let¬ 
ters  than  seen  on  issues  from  1855  through  1889. 


Rare  1854-D  $3  Gold 


695  1854-D  EF-45.  Especially  well  struck  for  the  issue,  which  often  comes 
weak.  Some  tiny  rim  nicks  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  men¬ 
tioned  for  the  sake  of  accuracy  and  are  not  unusual  for  the  grade 
or  issue. 

Important  as  the  only  S3  issue  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint.  Just  1,120 
pieces  were  struck,  and  of  this  number  perhaps  100  or  so  survive 
today,  most  of  which  are  preserved  in  grades  less  than  the  one  of¬ 
fered  here. 

From  Henry  Chapman  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  10,  1908. 
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696  1854-0  EF-45.  A  tiny  mint-caused  planchet  flake  is  seen  on  the  right 
reverse  at  the  denticles.  Two  microscopic  die  breaks  are  at  the  date. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 

697  1855  EF45. 

From  Lyman  H.  Loio  to  Albert  Holden  in  August  1908. 

698  1855-S  F-15.  Ever  so  slightly  bent  near  the  top,  and  with  a  nick  on 
the  obverse  rim. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


699  1856  AU-58.  Particularly  bold  strike.  Sharp  and  attractive. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


700  1856-S  Small  S.  EF45. 

Purchased  from  the  A.N.A.  Convention  sale  by  Daniel  Kennedy,  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1910. 


703  1858  VF-30.  An  attractive  specimen,  lightly  toned,  of  one  of  the  scarc¬ 
est  issues  of  the  era,  and  easily  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
produced  prior  to  the  Civil  War. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


704  1859  AU-50,  partially  prooflike.  Breen-1,  variety  with  the  last  digit 
in  the  date  recut. 

Acquired  by  Albert  Holden,  source  unrecorded. 


705  1860  AU-55.  Light  toning. 


Mint  State  1857  $3 


701  1857  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  Exceedingly  rare  in  Mint 
State  preservation,  the  1857  $3  in  this  grade  is  seldom  encountered. 


702  1857-S  value  of  VF-20,  but  more  completely  described  as  EF-45.  With 
two  small  scrapes  on  the  reverse. 

Acquired  by  Albert  Holden,  source  unrecorded. 


706  1860-S  F-12.  Tiny  rim  nick  on  obverse. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 

7,000  pieces  were  struck,  and  of  this  number  2,592  were  melted  at  the  mint. 


707  1861  EF-45  to  AU-50.  One  of  6,072  Proofs  minted. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


708  1862  value  of  VF-30,  but  more  completely  described  as  EF-45  to 
AU-50,  with  an  obverse  rim  nick  and  with  an  abrasion  in  the  field 
before  the  neck. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


709  1863  EF-40.  A  sharp  example  of  an  issue  of  which  just  5,039  were 
minted. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 
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Rare  1864  $3  Gold 


710  1864  EF-45.  Tiny  obverse  rim  nick.  A  sharp  specimen.  Only  2,680 
were  produced  of  this  date. 

From  Scott  Stamp  <S  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


715  1869  value  of  VF-30,  actually  AU-55  but  with  some  rubbing  evi¬ 
dent,  particularly  under  magnification,  produced  in  an  attempt 
years  ago  to  efface  two  small  marks  or  depressions  on  the  obverse 
below  ST  of  STATES. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


Classic  1865  $3 


711  1865  AU-58.  Small  mark  on  reverse  rim.  A  lustrous  example  of  one 
of  the  most  highly  prized  dates  of  the  era;  a  variety  of  which  just 
1,165  were  struck. 

From  Elmer  Sears  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1910. 


AU  1870  $3  Gold 


716  1870  AU-55.  Prooflike  surfaces;  possibly  struck  from  Proof  dies.  A 
tiny  mark  is  hidden  in  the  hair  on  the  obverse.  A  nice  example  of 
an  issue  of  which  just  3,535  were  minted. 

Acquired  by  Albert  Holden,  source  unrecorded. 


Elusive  1866  $3  Gold 


712  1866  AU-55.  A  few  rim  nicks  are  noted.  Lustrous  fields.  Just  4,030 
were  minted. 

Acquired  by  Albert  Holden,  source  unrecorded. 


713  1867  EF-45.  Sharp  and  attractive. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


Rare  1871  $3  Gold 


717  1871  Proof-50.  A  Proof  which  has  seen  light  handling.  From  the 
Proof  dies  as  described  by  Walter  Breen,  having  the  7  and  the  1 
almost  touching,  and  the  date  low. 


AU  1872  $3  Gold 


Lustrous  1868  $3  Gold 


718  1872  AU-50,  prooflike.  Sharp  and  attractive. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  on  May  14,  1909. 


714  1868  AU-55.  A  lustrous  specimen  with  frost  as  normally  associat¬ 
ed  with  a  full  Mint  State  coin.  Especially  sharply  struck.  A  scarce 
issue  of  which  just  4,875  were  minted. 

Acquired  by  Albert  Holden,  source  unrecorded. 
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Rare  1873  Closed  3  Issue 


719  1873  Closed  3.  AU-50,  prooflike.  Probably  struck  from  Proof  dies. 
With  Closed  3  in  date.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  rarity  in 
the  S3  series. 

Acquired  by  the  Norweb  family  after  1913. 

Walter  Breen,  building  on  research  conducted  by  Harry  X  Boosel,  believes  that  1873 
issues  with  Open  3  are  "original"  coins  and  those  with  Closed  3  are  "restrikes."  Howev¬ 
er,  the  distinction  is  not  at  all  clear,  for  apparently  certain  of  the  Open  3  issues  were 
restruck  at  a  later  date. 

David  Akers  takes  an  opposing  view,  and,  to  condense  his  detailed  comments,  notes 
in  conclusion  that  "it  is  indeed  possible,  and  in  fact  it  is  my  opinion,  that  all  1873  $3 
pieces  were  minted  in  1873." 

The  situation  is  quite  complex.  The  Mint  lists  a  production  figure  of  just  25  examples 
struck  of  the-1873  $3  issue,  all  Proofs.  No  pieces  were  reported  for  circulation.  Taken  alone, 
such  a  production  figure  would  place  the  1873  $3  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  American 
coin  rarities.  However,  from  surveys  of  existing  collections,  auction  offerings,  and  other 
appearances  in  the  numismatic  marketplace,  it  is  quite  apparent  that  more  than  25  speci¬ 
mens  exist  today.  David  Akers  traces  the  auction  appearance  of  75  pieces.  Allowing  for 
duplicate  offerings  of  the  same  coin,  this  still  indicates  an  original  mintage  of  more  than 
25,  especially  if  on  considers  that  pieces  impounded  in  museums,  coins  which  have  traded 
hands  by  private  sale,  and  pieces  which  have  not  been  sold  in  the  past  half  century  are 
not  included  in  this  survey.  Walter  Breen  estimates  the  total  population  of  1873  $3  issues 
at  slightly  over  70  pieces. 

The  detailed  essay  on  the  subject  appears  in  our  catalogue  of  The  United  States  Gold 
Coin  Collection  (Eliasberg  Collection,  October  1982),  pages  102  and  103,  to  which  refer. 


Frosty  1874  $3  Gold 


720  1874  AU-58.  A  sharply  struck  and  very  frosty  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  issue. 

Acquired  by  Albert  Holden,  source  unrecorded. 
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Classic  1875  $3  Gold  Rarity 


DOLLARS 
.  1875  J 


721  1875  Proof-63  or  finer.  Brilliant  surfaces.  One  tiny  area  of  toning 
is  in  the  denticles  above  the  E  of  STATES. 

Of  all  coins  in  the  $3  series,  the  1875  is  by  far  the  most  famous, 
with  the  exception  of  course  of  the  unique  1870-S.  According  to  offi¬ 
cial  Mint  reports,  only  20  examples  were  struck,  all  Proofs,  with 
no  additional  pieces  made  for  circulation.  After  the  20  Proofs  were 
struck,  and  no  business  strike  order  materialized,  it  is  apparent  a 
few  additional  pieces  were  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  It 
has  been  popular  to  designate  certain  of  these  as  "restrikes,"  but 
it  is  not  at  all  certain  that  restrikes  were  indeed  made. 

Walter  Breen,  who  pays  the  coin  the  distinctive  honor  of  noting 
it  as  "one  of  the  half  dozen  most  famous  rarities  in  American  coin¬ 
age,"  notes  that  20  Proofs  were  delivered  by  February  13,  1875,  but 
that  perhaps  30  or  so  are  known  today.  He  identifies  two  dies  used 
to  produce  Proofs.  The  first  die  is  noted  as  having  a  scratch  from 
the  upper  left  serif  of  F  only  microscopically  visible,  the  lower  half 
of  the  first  S  filled,  and  with  a  low  date  on  the  reverse,  leaves  to 
the  left  and  right  of  it  perfectly  formed,  and  with  other  characteristics 
(refer  to  the  Breen  reference).  This  is  the  die  used  to  produce  the 
piece  offered  here. 

The  second  die,  from  which  he  assumes  restrikes  may  have  been 
made,  has  prominent  rust  marks  on  OL,  the  lower  wreath  is  flat, 
and  other  characteristics  are  noted  (again  refer  to  the  Breen  refer¬ 


ence).  No  documentation  exists  to  suggest  that  examples  of  either 
variety  were  struck  in  other  than  the  year  appearing  on  the  coins, 
however. 

David  Akers  believes  that  no  pieces  are  restrikes,  and  observes: 

Next  to  the  legendary  1870-S,  the  1875  is  the  most  famous 
of  the  highly  desired  $3  gold  piece  ....  It  has  been  offered 
for  sale  many  more  times  than  the  [Proof]  1874  or  1878,  which 
have  identical  reported  mintages  of  20  pieces.  This  appar¬ 
ent  discrepancy  is  answered  by  the  fact  that  the  claimed  mint¬ 
age  of  20  for  the  1875  is  not  really  accurate  since  more  than 
20  pieces  are  known  to  exist.  The  term  "restrike"  has  been 
used  when  discussing  the  1875,  but  properly  used,  the  term 
"restrike"  denotes  a  coin  that  is  struck  in  a  year  later  than 
its  date.  Such  has  not  been  conclusively  proven  to  be  the 
case  with  the  1875  $3  gold  piece,  and  although  there  are 
differences  between  known  specimens,  it  is  more  likely  that 
they  were  merely  struck  at  different  times  during  the  same 
year  rather  than  in  different  years. 

The  coin  offered  here  is  truly  beautiful  and  will  be  enjoyed  and 
respected  by  its  next  owners,  as  the  Norweb  family  has  enjoyed 
it  for  most  of  the  past  century. 

From  Henry  Chapman  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 
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Famous  1876  Proof  $3  Issue 


722  1876  Proof-64.  A  brilliant,  glittering  specimen  from  the  same  source 
(Henry  Chapman)  as  the  last. 

Mint  records  reveal  that  45  Proof  specimens  were  issued  of  the 
1876  $3  piece.  No  business  strikes  were  made,  thus  isolating  1876, 
together  with  1875,  as  a  "Proof-only"  issue.  For  many  years  the  1876, 
together  with  the  1875  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  the  1873,  has  been 
respected  as  a  classic  rarity. 

Walter  Breen  has  located  18  different  examples  of  the  1876  $3  piece. 


while  David  Akers  has  tracked  down  sale  records  for  45  (includ¬ 
ing  duplicate  listings  of  the  same  coins).  Adding  private  sale  trans¬ 
actions,  pieces  housed  in  museums,  and  others,  it  is  probably 
reasonable  that  perhaps  two  dozen  exist  today.  The  coin  offered 
here  is  one  of  the  finest  of  these  and  should  attract  enthusiastic 
bidding  competition. 

From  Henry  Chapman  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 
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Rare  1877  Proof  $3 


DOLLARS 

j  tern  J 


723  1877  Proof-63/64.  Kept  from  a  higher  grade  by  some  faint  obverse 
lines,  scarcely  noticeable.  Brilliant,  glittering  surfaces. 

Production  figures  released  by  the  Mint  indicate  that  just  20  Proofs 
were  struck,  of  which  about  10  to  12  are  known  today.  David  Ak¬ 
ers  cites  27  appearances  of  "Proof"  coins  at  auction,  including  dupli¬ 
cate  appearances  of  the  same  coins,  but  qualifies  this  by  noting  that 


"a  number  of  the  'Proofs'  offered  were  really  prooflike  business 
strikes,  some  of  them  were  probably  Uncirculated  or  very  close  to 
that  grade." 

The  1877  $3  is  a  classic  scarcity  in  any  condition,  and  with  the 
glittering  Proof  finish  offered  here  is  a  major  rarity. 
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Lustrous  1878  $3  Gold 


724  1878  MS-63,  with  the  reverse  being  slightly  finer  than  the  obverse. 
Very  lustrous.  A  sharp  impression. 

From  Mr.  Kendrick  to  Albert  Holden,  before  1913,  date  not  recorded. 


Sparkling  1880  $3  Gold 


726  1880  MS-60/63.  A  sharply  struck,  sparkling,  frosty  example  of  this 
low-mintage  date.  Just  1,000  business  strikes  were  produced. 


Rare  1879  $3 


725  1879  MS-63.  A  sharply  struck  and  lustrous  business  strike.  A  tiny 
mark  is  noted  on  the  E  of  LIBERTY  on  the  headband.  Only  3,000 
business  strikes  were  minted,  one  of  the  lowest  production  figures 
in  the  series. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


Rare  1881  $3  Gold 


727  1881  value  of  VF-20,  but  actually  EF-45,  lightly  burnished.  A  very 
scarce  date;  the  incredibly  low  business  strike  mintage  of  500  pieces 
is  recorded. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


Lustrous  1882  $3  Gold 


728  1882  AU-55.  Lustrous.  Partially  prooflike  surfaces.  Variety  with  recut 
2  in  date;  with  traces  of  an  earlier  digit  placed  far  too  high,  then 
corrected.  Described  by  Walter  Breen  as  his  variety  No.  2,  this  die 
was  used  only  for  business  strikes  (not  for  Proofs). 
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Seldom-Seen  1883  $3  Gold 


729  1883  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  With  date  slightly  to 
the  left  of  the  normal  position,  as  seen  only  on  business  strikes 
of  this  year.  The  year  1883  registered  the  low  business  strike  mint¬ 
age  of  900  pieces,  one  of  only  a  few  American  gold  issues  with  a 
mintage  below  the  1,000  mark. 


Rare  1884  $3  Gold 


730  1884  MS-63.  Some  marks  are  seen  on  the  cheek  near  the  eye.  Sharp¬ 
ly  struck  and  very  lustrous.  Only  1,000  business  strikes  were  made 
of  this  issue.  Another  classic  rarity  in  the  $3  series. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


Proof  1885  $3  Gold 


731  1885  Proof-60.  A  glittering  specimen.  Just  109  Proofs  were  report¬ 
ed  as  having  been  minted,  and  of  this  number  probably  fewer  than 
half  still  exist. 


AU  1886  $3  Gold 


732  1886  AU-50,  prooflike.  A  sharp  specimen  of  this  issue,  of  which 
just  1,000  business  strikes  were  produced. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 


Lustrous  1887  $3  Gold 


733  1887  value  of  MS-63,  but  actually  MS-64  to  65,  brilliant,  but  with 
areas  of  copper  toning  around  the  obverse  border  (due  to  copper 
alloy  in  the  metal).  Another  scarcity  in  the  $3  series,  the  1887  was 
minted  to  the  extent  of  just  6,000  business  strikes.  Examples  in  the 
grade  offered  here  are  elusive  today. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908. 
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Gem  Proof  1888  $3  Gold 


734 


1888  Proof-64.  A  gem  specimen  in  full  brilliance.  With  some  areas 
of  "orange  peel,"  as  the  literature  refers  to  it,  in  the  fields— as  com¬ 
monly  seen  on  Proof  coins  of  this  denomination — a  characteristic 
of  striking.  This  is  one  of  the  finer  known  specimens  of  291  Proofs 
minted. 


$4  Gold  Piece 


Frosty  1889  $3  Gold 


735  1889  MS-63  to  64.  Frosty  and  lustrous.  Some  areas  of  copper  ton¬ 
ing  are  seen  around  the  borders  at  RICA  on  the  obverse  and  in 
two  places  on  the  reverse.  A  sharply  struck  specimen  of  the  last 
year  of  the  S3  denomination. 


1879  $4  Flowing  Hair  Stella 


736  1879  Flowing  Hair  $4  gold  stella.  108.1  grains.  Proof-50.  A  Proof 
which  has  seen  some  light  handling.  An  attractive  specimen  with 
rich  reddish,  yellow-gold  surfaces.  An  American  coinage  classic. 

The  $4  stella  was  struck  as  a  proposal  for  an  international  coinage,  one  of  several  such 
ideas  advanced  in  the  19th  century,  and  which  saw  coinage  form.  Detailed  essays  on 
the  $4  stella  have  been  penned  by  Michael  Hodder  and  can  be  found  in  Rare  Coin  Review 
No.  65  and  No.  66,  to  which  refer. 
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Half  Eagles 


The  Norweb  Collection  of  United  States  half  eagles  con¬ 
tains  many  memorable  coins.  Commencing  the  offering  are 
both  varieties  of  1795,  the  usually-seen  Small  Eagle  reverse 
style,  significant  as  the  first  United  States  gold  coin— followed 
by  the  very  rare  Large  Eagle  reverse.  From  that  point  the 
offering  progresses  through  many  other  significant  dates  and 
varieties,  until  we  come  to  the  year  1815,  a  great  classic  in 
American  coinage.  The  Norweb  specimen  was  earlier  de¬ 
scribed  as  "super  unique,"  about  which  the  reader  will  learn 
more  later. 

Closely  following  the  1815  are  two  half  eagles  of  1818,  the 
highly  prized  1819,  and  then  a  number  of  the  "rarest  of  the 
rare"  issues  of  the  1820s,  including  the  two  variations  of  1820, 
a  Proof  1821,  a  superb  1823,  an  1824,  an  outstanding  1825/1, 
an  1826,  and  an  1828,  after  which  comes  a  Gem  Proof  1829 
Small  Date,  Small  Planchet  coin — certainly  one  of  the  great 
highlights  in  the  Norweb  cabinet. 

The  collection  continues  through  the  rare  with-motto  is¬ 
sues  of  the  1830s,  after  which  the  Classic  Head  motif  begins, 
followed  by  the  Liberty  Head  or  Coronet  style,  then,  final¬ 
ly,  the  Indian  pieces.  Along  the  way  are  many  Proofs,  rare 
mintmarks,  and  other  landmark  coins. 

As  noted,  half  eagles  were  first  minted  in  1795.  Although 
the  Mint  Act  of  April  2,  1792  provided  for  a  gold  half  eagle 
of  135  grains  weight,  coinage  of  gold  did  not  commence  un¬ 
til  1795.  The  chief  coiner  and  assayer  were  required  to  post 
personal  bonds  in  the  amount  of  $10,000  each  before  han¬ 
dling  precious  metals,  and  this  requirement  was  not  fulfilled 
until  later. 

Around  May  1795,  Dr.  David  Rittenhase,  director  of  Mint, 
assigned  engraver  Robert  Scot  to  produce  half  eagle  dies. 
Rittenhase  left  the  Mint  at  the  end  of  June  and  was  replaced 
by  Henry  William  DeSaussure,  who  ordered  that  gold  coin¬ 
age  should  begin.  On  July  31,  744  half  eagles  were  delivered, 
followed  by  subsequent  amounts  through  September,  total¬ 
ing  8,707  pieces  for  the  year.  The  $10  denomination  was  not 
produced  until  after  the  initial  half  eagles  had  been  struck, 
thus  the  1795  half  eagle  stands  as  the  first  United  States  gold 
coin. 

The  initial  design  is  what  collectors  today  designate  as  the 
Capped  Bust  to  Right  obverse.  Small  Eagle  reverse.  The 
"Small  Eagle"  motif  was  inspired  from  a  1st  century  BC  Ro¬ 
man  onyx  cameo  depicting  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm 
branch,  his  wings  outstretched,  holding  aloft  a  circular 
i  wreath  in  his  beak.  The  Small  Eagle  reverse  style  was  con¬ 
tinued  to  early  1798.  In  that  year  the  Small  Eagle  design  was 
discontinued  after  only  a  few  with  that  reverse  were  pro¬ 
duced.  Around  the  time,  the  Heraldic  Eagle  made  its 
'  appearance. 

Among  early  half  eagles  the  existence  of  the  1795  $5  with 
the  Heraldic  Eagle  or  Large  Eagle  reverse  has  long  been  a 
puzzle,  for  it  antedates  the  time  the  design  should  have  been 
I  adopted  (elsewhere  it  was  first  seen  on  the  reverse  of  the 
1  1796  quarter  eagle).  Thus,  for  many  years  numismatists  could 
not  explain  the  pairing  of  the  1795  obverse  die  with  a  die 


featuring  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Today,  scholars  believe 
that  the  1795-dated  issue  with  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  was 
actually  made  in  1798,  probably  by  inadvertently  combining 
a  leftover  one  with  a  1795  obverse  die  with  a  new  reverse 
die.  A  more  detailed  explanation  of  this  and  other  half  ea¬ 
gle  varieties  and  history  can  be  found  in  United  States  Gold 
Coins:  An  Illustrated  History. 

From  1798  through  1807,  coinage  of  the  Heraldic  Eagle  re¬ 
verse  die  was  continued.  Many  different  die  varieties  were 
produced,  including  several  overdates.  In  1807,  following  the 
coinage  of  some  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  pieces,  the  half  ea¬ 
gle  was  redesigned  by  John  Reich.  The  obverse  was  changed 
to  a  different  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  wearing  a  cloth  cap, 
facing  to  the  left.  Seven  stars  appeared  to  the  left  and  six 
to  the  right.  The  reverse  was  redesigned  to  feature  a  perched 
eagle  Without  Stars.  This  new  format  was  continued  through 
1812. 

In  1813  the  Reich  design  was  modified.  The  portrait  was 
changed  to  eliminate  the  bosom  and  drapery.  The  stars  were 
rearranged  to  completely  encircle  the  head,  and  other  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  details  were  altered.  This  new  style,  called 
the  Capped  Head  to  Left  type  by  collectors  today,  was  pro¬ 
duced  from  1813  through  1829.  While  many  issues  during 
this  span  were  minted  in  generous  quantities,  today  most 
varieties  are  exceedingly  rare.  The  reason  for  half  eagles  of 
this  style  and  the  subsequent  style  minted  through  1834  lies 
not  with  the  mintage  figures  but,  rather,  with  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  coins  after  they  were  struck,  and  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  gold  and  silver  prices  in  the  world  market.  At  the 
time,  freshly-minted  gold  coins,  if  melted,  were  worth  more 
in  bullion  value  than  face  value.  Thus,  newly  coined  half  ea¬ 
gles  were  immediately  melted  down  or  sold  for  a  profit  to 
bullion  dealers,  many  of  them  overseas.  To  rectify  this  un¬ 
tenable  situation,  Congress  authorized  the  weight  of  gold 
coins,  effective  August  1,  1834,  but  not  before  virtually  the 
entire  production  of  half  eagles  of  the  early  years  passed  into 
oblivion. 

In  1829  the  format  of  the  half  eagle  was  modified  slightly. 
Early  in  the  year  examples  of  the  style  used  from  1813  on 
were  produced  in  the  standard  format  of  25mm.  Then,  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  year,  the  diameter  was  reduced  to  22.5mm., 
and  William  Kneass,  Mint  engraver,  using  Reich's  early  de¬ 
sign,  restyled  the  portrait  in  some  details.  From  that  point 
forward  half  eagles  were  struck  with  beaded  borders  rather 
than  with  a  closed  collar.  The  format  was  continued  from 
1829  through  the  summer  of  1834.  As  noted,  the  issues  from 
1829  through  1834  are  exceedingly  rare  today. 

In  1834  the  denomination  was  redesigned  by  William 
Kneass,  who  created  what  is  known  today  as  the  Classic 
Head  style.  The  authorized  weight  was  reduced  from  135 
grains  to  129  grains,  in  an  effort  to  stem  the  melting  of  coins. 
Classic  Head  half  eagles  omit  the  motto  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM 
seen  on  the  immediately  preceding  design.  From  1834 
through  1839  most  half  eagles  were  produced  with  bullion 
shipped  from  gold  production  in  North  Carolina  and  Geor- 
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gia  and  by  gold  shipments  received  from  France  as  an 
indemnity. 

In  1831  the  half  eagle  was  redesigned  by  Christian 
Gobrecht.  The  new  style,  variously  called  the  Braided  Hair, 
Coronet,  or  Liberty  Head  motif,  featured  a  small  head  of 
Miss  Liberty  with  her  hair  styled  compactly,  tied  at  the  back 
with  a  string  of  beads.  The  reverse  was  redesigned  as  well. 
This  general  style  was  minted  continuously  through  1908. 
In  1866  the  motto  IN  GOLD  WE  TRUST  was  added  to  the 
reverse.  The  Liberty  Head  half  eagle  coinage  has  a  unique 
distinction  not  accorded  in  other  United  States  coin  type  or 
denomination.  Specimens  were  struck  from  time  to  time  at 
each  of  the  seven  different  early  United  States  Mints:  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Carson  City,  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  Denver,  New 
Orleans,  and  San  Francisco. 

In  1908  a  new  design,  the  Indian  Head  motif,  appeared. 


This  was  produced  by  Boston  sculptor  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  who 
redesigned  the  motif  to  feature  an  Indian  Head  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  a  side  view  of  a  perched  eagle  (copied  from  Saint- 
Gaudens'  earlier  $10)  on  the  reverse.  The  format,  unique  in 
American  coinage,  was  used  on  the  quarter  eagle  as  well  and 
featured  lettering  incised  or  incuse,  rather  than  raised,  on 
the  coin.  The  opposite  of  regular  issues,  the  highest  part  of 
the  new  design  was  the  field,  and  the  lowest  was  the  de¬ 
sign  itself. 

Half  eagles  are  very  popular  with  collectors  today.  Of  all 
gold  denominations  produced  from  the  1790s  onward,  half 
eagles  were  struck  on  the  most  continuous  basis,  although 
there  were  some  interruptions  in  the  early  years.  Half  ea¬ 
gles  from  the  Norweb  Collection  are  now  presented  to  the 
present  generation  of  numismatists  and  connoisseurs: 


Attractive  1795  Small  Eagle  $5 


737  1795  Breen  1-B.  Small  Eagle  reverse.  EF-45  or  finer.  A  sharp  speci¬ 
men  with  beautiful  orange-gold  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  eloquently 
defined  in  all  areas,  including  the  eagle's  breast  feathers.  Held  at 
an  angle  to  light,  the  coin  exhibits  some  prooflike  surface.  It  may 
be  nit-picking  to  mention  a  tiny  planchet  depression  on  Miss 
Liberty's  cheek. 

From  The  Hostetler  Collection,  January  17,  1960. 


Notes:  1.  Mr.  Hostetler  was  a  Cleveland  attorney  and  handled  considerable  business 
for  the  Norweb  family.  He  collected  gold  coins,  and  after  his  passing  his  coins  were  ac¬ 
quired  by  Hon.  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb. 

2.  For  information  concerning  die  varieties  of  early  issues,  refer  to  Walter  H.  Breen's 
Early  United  States  Half  Eagles,  1795-1838,  published  by  Hewitt  Brothers,  1966.  Also  used 
in  the  present  cataloguing  is  information  derived  from  David  W.  Akers'  United  States  Gold 
Coins,  And  Analysis  Of  Auction  Records,  Half  Eagles  1795-1929,  and  our  own  catalogue  of 
the  United  States  Gold  Coin  Collection  (Louis  Eliasberg  Collection),  October  27-29,  1982. 
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Superb  Prooflike  1795  Heraldic  Eagle  $5 


738  1795  B5-W.  Large  or  Heraldic  Eagle.  AU-58  or  finer,  a  prooflike 
gem.  A  superb  specimen,  well  struck,  with  prooflike  surface  on 
the  obverse  and  the  reverse.  A  few  mint  adjustment  marks  are  seen 
on  the  head  and  are  not  unusual  for  the  era.  This  die  variety  was 
not  represented  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  although  Mr.  Eliasberg 
made  a  specialty  of  die  varieties  of  this  year. 

The  obverse  bears  the  regular  design  of  the  year.  The  reverse  has 
the  Large  Eagle  or  Heraldic  Eagle  as  first  regularly  used  in  the  half 
eagle  series  beginning  in  1798.  It  is  believed  that  the  issue  was  struck 
in  1798  using  a  1795  obverse  die  on  hand  from  earlier  use;  a  deci¬ 
sion  no  doubt  prompted  by  economic  considerations. 

Walter  Breen  specifically  notes  the  following  concerning  this  and 
related  issues: 

The  last  delivery  of  half  eagles  in  1797  took  place  on  Au¬ 
gust  28th.  On  September  1,  1797,  the  Mint  closed  for  two 
months  during  Philadelphia's  annual  yellow  fever  epidem¬ 
ic.  Reopening  on  November  9th,  coinage  was  haphazard, 
being  made  under  emergency  conditions  from  any  dies  re¬ 


maining  useable— all  having  been  stored  in  vaults  at  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  .  .  .  We  may  therefore  conclude  that 
the  1795  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  half  eagles,  together  with 
(probably)  1797/5  were  made  in  1798  or  later.  They  bear  ev¬ 
ery  earmark  of  hasty  striking  under  emergency  conditions, 
being  made  from  old  rusted  dies  resurrected  for  the  purpose 
and  with  the  full  knowledge  they  would  not  last  long.  Quite 
likely  they  were  part  of  the  3,226  half  eagles  delivered  De¬ 
cember  5,  1798,  after  the  Mint's  post-epidemic  reopening  for 
that  year. 

David  Akers  picks  up  the  thread  and  adds:  "Since  there  are  16 
stars  on  the  reverse,  and  the  16th  state,  Tennessee,  was  not  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  Union  until  June  1,  1796,  it  is  evident  that  the  1795  He¬ 
raldic  Eagle  was  not  struck  until  at  least  1797  and  possibly  even  later." 

It  is  believed  that  about  three  or  four  dozen  1795  Heraldic  Eagle 
half  eagles  are  known,  in  contrast  with  several  hundred  of  the  1795 
Small  Eagle  style. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company’s  sale  of  March  30,  1953,  hit  1641  A. 
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Rare  1796/5  Half  Eagle 


739  1796/5  Overdate.  B9-I.  VF-30  or  finer,  with  prooflike  surface  visi¬ 
ble  in  protected  areas.  A  very  scarce  (Rarity-5)  issue. 

The  reverse  displays  the  Small  Eagle  motif  as  initiated  the  year 
earlier.  The  obverse  is  distinguished  as  being  one  of  the  earliest 
overdates  to  be  found  on  an  American  coin,  the  only  competitor 
being  the  1796/5  half  dime  of  the  same  year.  The  overdate  was 
made  by  altering  a  1795  half  eagle  obverse  die  by  overpunching  a 
6.  Apparently  this  particular  1795  die  had  not  been  used  for  coin¬ 
age,  for  no  specimens  without  the  overdate  feature  are  known. 

This  overdate  obverse  was  combined  Breen's  reverse  I  used  in 
1795,  and  is  distinguished  as  having  two  berries  on  the  outer  left 
branch  and  with  the  stem  in  A.  This  is  the  only  die  combination 
of  the  1796/5  half  eagle.  There  are  no  “Perfect  Date"  1796  half  ea¬ 
gles  known,  so  apparently  the  mintage  figure  of  6,196  examples 
minted  in  1796  refers  to  this  pair  of  dies;  in  actuality,  there  is  a  dis¬ 
tinct  possibility  that  certain  half  eagles  included  in  the  1796  mint¬ 
age  figures  may  actually  have  been  dated  1795,  for  little  attention 
was  paid  to  producing  coins  from  dies  bearing  a  date  correspond¬ 
ing  with  the  calendar  year  (as  our  previous  discussion  of  the 
1795-dated  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  half  eagle  expands  upon). 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  September  11,  1935. 


1797  16-Stars  Half  Eagle 


740  1797  B12-K.  16  obverse  Stars.  EF-45.  A  small  planchet  depression 
is  noted  on  the  jaw  of  Miss  Liberty  and  is  not  particularly  signifi¬ 
cant.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  prooflike.  The  reverse  displays 
die  breaks  and  is  struck  from  a  buckled  die,  as  is  typical  (refer  to 
the  Breen  text). 

The  obverse  has  a  star  count  of  16,  somewhat  awkwardly  arranged 
with  11  crowded  to  the  left  and  five  to  the  right. 

From  Stack's,  acquisition  date  not  recorded. 

As  discussed  earlier  in  the  preceding  text,  the  popular  theory  concerning  star  counts 
is  that  the  Mint  experimented  with  adding  stars  to  represent  different  states  of  the  Un¬ 
ion  as  they  were  added.  The  foundation  of  this  thought  lies  in  the  admission  of  Tennes¬ 
see  to  the  Union  on  June  1,  1796,  thus  possibly  providing  the  occasion  for  the  use  of 
16  stars  at  that  point.  The  logic  runs  that  after  16  stars  were  used  it  was  realized  that 
as  states  were  issued,  the  coin  design  could  not  possibly  accommodate  an  ever-increasing 
number  of  stars.  So,  the  increase  in  stars  was  dropped,  and  the  standard  reverted  to 
13,  representing  the  original  colonies. 

This  theory  is  not  without  its  flaws,  for  although  15-Star  and  16-Star  varieties  are  known 
of  certain  coins  of  this  year,  as  are  the  standard  13-Star  varieties,  there  is  no  known  14-Star 
coin,  and  yet  there  were  14  states  in  the  Union  after  Vermont  was  admitted  in  1791. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  count  of  14  stars  did  appear  on  certain  reverses. 
However,  this  did  not  seem  to  be  related  at  all  to  the  number  of  states  in  the  Union, 
as  the  1798  half  eagle  with  14  reverse  stars,  1804  quarter  eagle  with  14  reverse  stars,  etc. 
demonstrate. 
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1797  15-Stars  Half  Eagle 


741  1797  B10-J.  15  obverse  Stars.  Small  Eagle  reverse.  AU-50  or  finer, 
prooflike.  Late  state  of  the  dies,  as  typical,  with  some  microscopic 
cracks.  A  rim  bump  near  the  top  of  the  reverse  is  noted.  A  Rarity-7 
variety. 

This  issue  is  extremely  rare,  as  noted,  and  is  more  so  than  the 
1797  Small  Eagle  reverse  $5  with  16  obverse  stars.  Walter  Breen  es¬ 
timates  that  only  a  few  more  than  a  dozen  are  known,  and  David 
Akers  writes  that  the  coin  is  “of  extreme  rarity  in  any  condition, 
with  probably  fewer  than  20  pieces  in  existence." 

When  Abe  Kosoff  transmitted  this  coin  to  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Nor- 
web,  it  was  accompanied  by  a  note  which  stated:  "ONE  OF  AMERI¬ 
CA'S  GREAT  RARITIES.  In  the  last  15  years  possibly  a  half  dozen 
have  changed  hands,  but  none  to  compare  with  this  royal 
specimen." 

From  the  King  Farouk  Sale,  1954,  Lot  228,  purchased  by  Abe  Kosoff. 


Outstanding  1798  Half  Eagle 


742  1798  B2-C.  Large  Eagle  reverse.  14  Stars  on  reverse.  AU-50,  proof¬ 
like.  A  sharp,  glittering  specimen  of  this  scarce  (Rarity-6)  die 
combination. 

From  Spink  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  London,  August  25,  1966. 
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1798  Half  Eagle 


743  1798  B5-G.  Large  Eagle  reverse.  13  reverse  Stars.  VF-30  or  finer. 

Attractive  surfaces  with  prooflike  finish  still  visible  in  areas 
This  is  a  Rarity-7  die  combination,  with  just  a  few  specimens 
known  to  exist.  The  reverse  displays  a  break  from  the  rim  past  the 
final  S  of  STATES,  continuing  downward  through  the  ribbon  to  the 
shield  corner,  a  break  apparently  acquired  early  in  the  life  of  the 
die,  thus  accounting  for  its  rarity.  The  obverse  is  distinguished  by 
having  the  first  star  on  the  left  distant  from  the  hair. 

From  Kendrick  to  Albert  Holden  on  September  16,  1909. 


1798  Half  Eagle 


744  1798  B2-D.  Large  Eagle  reverse.  13  Stars  on  reverse.  AU-55,  proof¬ 
like.  With  large,  wide  date,  the  last  digit  touching  the  bust.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  January  17,  1960. 
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Sharp  1799  Half  Eagle 


745  1799  B3-e.  Large  9.  Small  Stars.  AU-50,  prooflike.  A  glittering  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  variety. 

From  J.W.  Scott  &  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908-1910. 


Attractive  1799  Half  Eagle 


746  1799  B3-F.  Large  Stars.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  A  scarce  (Rarity-5)  variety. 
Sharply  struck  and  very  attractive  in  all  aspects.  A  couple  of  tiny 


rim  marks  are  noted  but  are  not  significant.  An  important  find  for  the 
specialist. 

From  A.H.  Baldwin  &  Sons,  August  24,  1955. 


1800  Half  Eagle 


747  1800  Bl-D.  EF-40.  Much  lustre  still  remains,  particularly  on  the 
reverse. 

From  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  ]ames  B.  Wilson  Collection,  October 
5,  1908,  Lot  9. 


Superb  1802/1  Half  Eagle 


748  1802/1  Overdate.  Bl-D.  AU-58  to  MS-60.  A  superb  specimen,  deeply 
struck,  and  very  frosty.  The  reverse,  if  graded  alone,  would  be  in 
the  Mint  State  category,  close  to  MS-63. 

The  issue  is  particularly  desirable  as  the  overdate  is  exceedingly 
sharp  and  can  be  seen  with  the  unaided  eye. 

From  Kendrick  to  Albert  Holden  on  September  16,  1909. 
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Outstanding  1803/2  Overdate 


749  1803/2  Bl-D.  AU-55.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  early  over¬ 
date  half  eagle  issue.  The  fields  are  mostly  prooflike. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  September  9,  1955. 


1804  Small  8  Over  Large  8  $5 


750  1804  Bl-B.  Small  8  Over  Large  8  in  date.  MS-63.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men,  well  struck,  with  frosty  surfaces.  Certainly  this  is  one  of  the 
finest  known  examples  of  this  curious  issue. 

A  Large  8  was  first  punched  in  the  die,  was  found  to  be  of  dis¬ 
proportionate  size,  and  then  was  overpunched  by  a  smaller  numer¬ 
al,  thus  creating  this  distinctive  variety. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Baldenhofer  Collection,  November  11,  1955, 
Lot  1213. 

Actually,  under  magnification  the  first  three  digits  of  the  date  are  repunched,  but 
only  the  second  digit  remains  prominent.  Curiously,  the  first  digit,  the  1,  has  an  under¬ 
type  with  delicate  serifs,  quite  unlike  the  bold  serifs  used  on  the  later  figure. 
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1804  Half  Eagle 


751  1804  B2-E.  Normal  Date.  EF-40.  A  sharp  example.  From  the  late 
state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  a  heavy  rim  break  above  TY. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  June  26,  1953,  Lot  1408. 

Apparently  this  late  state  of  the  dies,  with  a  rim  break  over  TY,  is  quite  rare,  for  Walter 
Breen  mentions  it  on  the  Eliasberg  Collection  coin  (sold  by  us  in  1982),  inferring  that 
he  had  not  seen  it  elsewhere. 


Unlisted  1805  Half  Eagle  Variety 


752  1805  EF-45.  A  lint  mark  is  in  the  left  obverse  field  extending  from 
the  second  star  to  the  hair.  Not  listed  in  the  Breen  reference,  this 
issue  is  superficially  close  to  Breen3-C,  but  differs  from  the  Breen 
description  in  important  respects. 

To  eliminate  Breen's  Obverse  1,  with  the  left  base  of  1  in  date  miss¬ 
ing,  and  with  the  first  star  very  close,  nearly  touching  it,  the  ob¬ 
verse  here  offered  is  markedly  different;  similarly,  Breen's  Obverse 
2,  with  the  first  eight  stars  about  equally  close  to  the  curl  and  cap, 
could  be  eliminated.  This  leaves  Obverse  3,  together  with  an  ob¬ 
verse  which  Walter  Breen  describes  as  "rusted  die."  Obverse  3  has 
a  closely  spaced  date,  with  the  corner  of  the  5  nearly  touching  the 
0,  which  is  not  true  of  the  present  coin.  Otherwise  it  closely  matches 
Obverse  3.  So  far  as  the  rusted  die  obverse  is  concerned,  the  rust¬ 
ed  die  obverse  is  similar  to  Obverse  3,  but  the  5  is  not  buried  in 
the  drapery,  whereas  on  the  coin  offered  here  the  5  is  buried  in 
the  drapery. 

Concerning  the  reverse,  this  die  does  not  match  Breen's  Reverse 
C  or  D,  but  seems  to  be  somewhat  similar  to  Reverse  C,  except  that 
Reverse  C  has  the  third  and  fourth  stars  touching  the  clouds,  and 
on  the  example  here  the  third  star  touches  a  cloud,  but  the  fourth 
does  not.  In  view  of  the  theory  that  one  picture  is  worth  a  thou¬ 
sand  words,  an  enlarged  photograph  is  presented  above. 

From  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  October 
5,  1908,  Lot  17. 


Unlisted  1806  Half  Eagle  Variety 


753  1806  Pointed  6,  Stars  arranged  8  left  and  5  right.  Specific  die  vari¬ 
ety  unlisted  by  Breen.  AU-58  obverse,  MS-60  reverse,  fully  proof¬ 
like.  A  superb  gem  example.  A  few  mint-caused  adjustment  marks 
are  seen  at  the  center  of  the  obverse. 

The  obverse  die  is  described  as  follows:  The  1  has  the  left  base 
missing,  as  seen  in  1805.  The  top  serif  is  buried  in  the  curl.  The 
numerals  are  evenly  spaced,  the  0  is  low,  and  the  tail  of  the  6  is 
imbedded  in  the  drapery.  The  point  of  the  first  star  just  touches 
the  curl  and  almost  touches  the  second  star.  The  eighth  star  is  meas¬ 
urably  distant  from  the  cap.  The  left  serif  of  L  touches  the  cap.  The 
bottom  left  serif  of  T  is  missing.  The  ninth  star  is  close  to  Y  but 
does  not  touch  it  or  even  nearly  touch  it.  The  final  star  has  one 
point  directed  toward  the  drapery.  The  enlarged  photograph  shows 
other  details. 

The  reverse  also  differs  from  any  described  by  Breen.  The  arrows 
are  immediately  distinguished  by  two  "ghost"  incomplete  arrows, 
or  sticks,  on  the  left,  the  left  most  one  of  which  touches  the  left 
upright  of  N,  and  the  second  stick  of  which  is  under  a  perfectly 
formed  arrow,  extending  beyond  it  and  pointing  toward  the  lower 
right  of  N. 

The  reverse  also  differs  from  any  described  by  Breen.  The  arrows 
are  immediately  distinguished  by  two  "ghost"  incomplete  arrows, 
or  stick,  on  the  left,  the  left  most  one  of  which  touches  the  left  up¬ 
right  of  N,  and  the  second  stick  of  which  is  under  a  perfectly  formed 
arrow,  extending  beyond  it  and  pointing  toward  the  lower  right  of 
N.  No  arrowheads  extend  as  far  as  the  right  side  of  N.  An  opening 
in  the  clouds  is  slightly  to  the  left  of  the  center  of  the  upright  of 
E.  A  leaf  touches  the  bases  of  R  and  I  and  connects  them,  another 
leaf  touches  the  base  of  C,  while  the  eagle's  talon  and  branch  touch 
the  right  side  of  A.  The  first,  third,  fifth,  and  sixth  stars  touch  clouds. 

From  Kendrick  on  September  16,  1909. 
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1806  Knobbed  6  Half  Eagle 


754  1806  B5-E.  Round  Top  6.  7  Stars  left  and  6  right.  EF-45.  A  pleasing 
specimen  with  some  lustre  still  remaining. 

From  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  October 
5,  1908,  Lot  18. 

While  1806  half  eagles  are  usually  quickly  identified  as  being  of  the  Pointed  6  or  Round 
Top  6  varieties,  the  star  arrangement  seems  to  us  to  be  more  significant.  The  Pointed 
6  varieties  have  the  stars  arranged  8  to  the  left  and  5  to  the  right,  whereas  the  Round 
Top  6  issues  have  the  stars  7  left  and  6  right. 


1807  Old-Style  Half  Eagle 


755  1807  Bl-A.  Old-style  Capped  Bust  to  right.  EF-45.  With  contact 
marks  in  the  field.  Some  smoothness  of  the  edge  is  seen  near  the 
top  of  the  coin,  but  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  a  jewelry 
piece,  as  the  reeding  gradually  becomes  less  distinct;  rather  than 
becoming  less  distinct  all  at  one  point. 

An  attractive  example  of  the  last  year  of  the  design. 


Mint  State  1808/7  Half  Eagle 


AU  1807  Half  Eagle 


756  1807  B5-D.  New  style  with  Capped  Draped  Bust  to  left.  AU-55. 

Some  light  obverse  lines.  Frosty  and  attractive.  First  year  of  the  de¬ 
sign  style  which  was  continued  through  1812. 

From  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  October 
5,  1908,  Lot  20. 


757  1808/7  B2-A.  MS-60  to  63.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  specimen  of  this  overdate. 

From  Kendrick  to  Albert  Holden  on  September  16,  1909. 


AU  1808  Half  Eagle 


758  1808  B4-B.  Perfect  Date.  AU-55.  Attractive  surfaces  with  most  mint 
lustre  still  remaining,  particularly  on  the  reverse. 

From  Henry  Chapman  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  10,  1908. 
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AU  1809/8  Half  Eagle 


759  1809/8  Overdate.  Bl-A.  AU-55.  A  sharp  specimen  with  most  origi¬ 
nal  mint  lustre  still  remaining. 

The  1809/8  overdate  is  the  only  variety  known  of  1809;  no  "Per¬ 
fect  Date"  pieces  were  minted. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  January  17,  1960. 


Sharp  1810  Half  Eagle 


1811  Small  5  Half  Eagle 


763  1811  Bl-B.  Small  5.  EF-45.  Lustrous  surfaces.  A  small  nick  is  on 
the  obverse  rim,  otherwise  we  would  designate  it  as  AU-50. 


1812  Wide  5  D  Half  Eagle 


764  1812  Bl-B.  Wide  5  D.  EF-45.  Another  attractive  half  eagle.  Much 
lustre  still  remains  in  protected  areas. 


760  1810  Bl-A.  Large  Date.  Large  5.  EF-45.  A  tiny  rim  mark  is  noted 
above  I  in  UNITED  on  the  reverse.  A  tiny  mark  is  in  the  field  in 
front  of  the  nose  of  Miss  Liberty.  It  is  perhaps  a  bit  technical  to 
mention  these,  for  the  grade  of  the  coin  suggests  that  a  normal  piece 
would  have  some  stray  marks. 


Scarce  1810  Half  Eagle  Variety 


761  1810  Small  Date.  Large  5.  EF-40.  An  attractive  piece  with  some  mint 
lustre  still  remaining  in  protected  areas.  David  Akers  notes  that  this 
is  an  underrated  and  unappreciated  variety. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau,  October  25,  1963. 


1811  Tall  5  Half  Eagle 


762  1811  Bl-A.  Tall  5.  EF40.  Sharp  and  somewhat  lustrous. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  June  26,  1953,  Lot  1411. 
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Lustrous  1813  Half  Eagle 


765  1813  Bl-A.  AU-50  or  finer.  With  nearly  full  mint  lustre.  Sharply 
struck. 

First  year  of  the  Capped  Head  to  Left  design;  larger  diameter  is 
used  from  1813  through  part  of  the  year  1829. 


Rare  1814/3  Half  Eagle 


766  1814/3  Overdate.  Bl-A.  AU-50.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Very  close  to 
MS-60. 

This  is  a  scarce  issue,  of  which  only  a  few  dozen  examples  are 
known  to  exist.  All  1814  half  eagles  are  overdates;  no  "Perfect  Date" 
coins  have  ever  been  seen. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden,  September  20,  1935. 
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Classic  1815  Half  Eagle 


Lot  767 
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Classic  1815  Half  Eagle 


767  1815  Bl-A.  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  superb  specimen  which, 
according  to  the  Norweb  records,  came  from  the  Farouk  Sale  in 
1954  (see  note  under  No.  6  in  the  following  listing). 

In  the  19th  century,  the  1815  half  eagle  was  far  and  away  the  most 
famous  issue  in  the  series.  Today,  this  distinction  is  reserved  for 
the  1822,  which  is  rarer,  but  generations  ago  the  1822  received  lit¬ 
tle  in  the  way  of  publicity. 

David  Akers  recognizes  this  tradtion  and  notes  that  "without 
question  the  1815  half  eagle  is  one  of  the  most  famous  and  desira¬ 
ble  of  all  United  States  coins.  A  few  other  coins,  neither  of  this  type, 
may  be  more  rare,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  1822  half  eagle, 
it  is  unlikely  that  any  other  United  States  coin  is  more  desirable. 


As  far  back  as  the  late  19th  century  the  1815  was  highly  regarded 
as  a  rarity." 

Considering  that  there  are  but  three  examples  of  the  1822  half 
eagle  known,  and  two  of  those  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  leav¬ 
ing  just  one  in  private  hands,  the  previously-quoted  statement  sug¬ 
gests  that  no  other  available  United  States  coin  is  more  desirable. 

The  1815  has  enjoyed  a  lofty  position  in  the  annals  of  American 
numismatics.  Unfortunately,  relatively  few  have  appeared  at  auc¬ 
tion  over  the  years.  Fortunately,  when  they  have  appeared  at  auc¬ 
tion  the  descriptions  provided  exciting  reading  in  many  instances. 
The  offering  of  an  example  is  usually  greeted  with  a  combination 
of  delight,  reverence,  and  awe.  It  is  worth  noting  that  the  1815  half 
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eagle  is  conspicuously  absent  from  the  William  Forrester  Dunham 
Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1941,  a  sale  which  did  include 
the  famed  1822. 

In  his  monograph  on  the  half  eagle  denomination,  Walter  Breen 
quotes  information  from  Bullion  Journal  "C"  in  the  National  Ar¬ 
chives  which  notes  that  on  June  24,  1815,  Thomas  Parker  deposit¬ 
ed  standard  gold  valued  at  $337.44.  On  July  3rd  Charles  Kalkman 
deposited  gold  valued  at  $1,054,  and  on  October  30th  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania  deposited  gold  valued  at  $328.03V2.  Also  on  October 
30th  the  treasurer  at  the  Mint  sent  to  the  melter  and  refiner  gold 
coins  and  bullion  from  the  above  deposits,  debiting  him  with 
$1719.47V2  in  gold.  This  metal,  together  with  some  on  hand  from 
the  previous  year,  was  subjected  to  the  normal  process. 

On  November  3rd,  the  coiner  struck  and  delivered  635  half  ea¬ 
gles  plus  three  additional  specimens  reserved  for  the  Assay  Com¬ 
mission  (which  subsequently  met  on  February  12,  1816).  It  is  fur¬ 
ther  related  that  on  December  31st  $3661.33  in  gold  fit  for  coining 
remained  uncoined  at  the  Mint.  Less  than  two  weeks  later,  on  Janu¬ 
ary  11,  1816,  a  fire  damaged  certain  Mint  apparatus,  making  it  im¬ 
possible  to  roll  metal  strips  or  cut  planchets  from  them.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  coinage  in  1816  was  limited  only  to  cents  (the  planchets  for 
which  were  imported  from  England).  No  gold  or  silver  pieces  were 
made.  Accordingly,  it  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  635  half  ea¬ 
gles  reported  coined  in  1815  represent  the  true  mintage  of  the  year 
and  furnish  a  direct  explanation  for  the  rarity  of  the  piece. 

Walter  Breen  lists  12  pieces  of  which  he  has  knowledge  and  notes 
the  rumor  of  a  13th;  however,  this  last  piece  is  reported  to  be  well 
worn.  The  12  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  coin,  acquired  for  the  Mint  Cabi¬ 
net  at  auction  on  December  4,  1885.  Uncirculated.  During  the  1880s 
the  Mint  Cabinet  participated  in  various  public  auction  sales  in  or¬ 
der  to  augment  its  holdings.  The  results  of  these  forays  into  the 
public  market  were  reported  in  then-current  issues  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  journal  of  Numismatics. 

2.  The  Swedish  Mint  Museum  coin,  Stockholm,  Sweden.  For¬ 
merly  owned  by  the  Swedish  king. 

3.  The  Garrett  Collection  coin  sold  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 
as  Lot  460  in  Sale  I  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  then  the  property 
of  The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  November  1979.  Acquired  from 
Harold  R  Newlin,  October  31,  1884,  earlier  the  property  of  W.  El¬ 
liot  Woodward.  Described  as  Choice  AU-55  grade  in  the  Bowers 
and  Ruddy  Galleries  description.  The  1815  half  eagle  is  mentioned 
periodically  throughout  correspondence  quoted  in  The  History  of 
United  States  coinage  As  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  exchanges  between  Harold  P.  Newlin  and  T.  Harrison 
Garrett  outlined  in  Appendix  I  of  that  reference. 

4.  The  Mitchelson  coin.  From  the  J.C.  Mitchelson  Estate,  now  in 
the  Connecticut  State  Library  in  Hartford. 

5.  The  Eliasberg  Collection  coin.  Purchased  by  the  former  own¬ 
er  as  part  of  the  John  H.  Clapp  Collection  acquired  in  1942.  Fol¬ 
lowing  this  purchase  it  was  the  former  owner's  ambition  to  obtain 
one  each  of  every  United  States  date  and  mintmark  coin  variety. 
Earlier  in  the  Harlan  P.  Smith  Collection  (Chapman  brothers.  May 
1906). 

6.  The  coin  here  offered.  That  is  the  coin  believed  to  be  the  piece 
here  offered,  the  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green  coin,  later  in  the  collec¬ 


tion  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt.  The  Farish  Baldenhofer  Sale  (Stack's, 
November  11-12,  1955),  Lot  1232,  described  the  piece  as  "This  is 
the  Farouk  specimen.  .  .  ."  However,  the  piece  offered  here  does 
not  seem  to  match  the  Baldenhofer  plate  coin,  but  has  different 
toning  characteristics.  The  Baldenhofer  coin  may  thus  be  a  differ¬ 
ent  piece  from  the  King  Farouk  coin;  or  there  is  a  possibility  that 
the  piece  here  offered  may  be  different.  An  examination  of  photo¬ 
graphic  plates  of  earlier  offerings  may  lay  to  rest  the  question. 

The  presently  offered  coin  was  accompanied  by  a  note,  believed 
to  be  from  Abe  Kosoff,  as  follows: 

THE  QUEEN  OF  RARITIES— 1815.  Considered  by  the  en¬ 
tire  American  numismatic  world  as  the  second  greatest  rar¬ 
ity  in  all  series. 

There  are  less  than  five  specimens  in  existence  in  the  en¬ 
tire  world.  Pages  could  be  written  how  collectors  have  tried 
for  years  just  to  get  a  fleeting  glance  at  this  coin  as  it  lays 
in  the  Cabinet  of  the  United  States  Mint.  The  government 
values  its  rarity  to  such  an  extent  that  in  recent  times,  and 
not  due  to  the  war  either,  this  coin  has  been  removed  from 
public  view  and  can  only  be  seen  by  special  permission  with 
the  approval  of  the  curator. 

A  specimen  of  the  same  date  was  in  the  collection  of  Mr. 

C.T.  Weihman  and  had  cost  him  $10,500,  but  the  writer  can 
vouch  that  this  very  specimen  surpasses  anything  in  exis¬ 
tence  regardless  of  price.  The  commission  of  this  coin  puts 
it  in  a  class  all  by  itself. 

If  there  ever  was  a  word"superunique"  this  very  coin  would 
well  deserve  it.  OF  HIGHEST  RARITY  AND  THE  ONLY 
SPECIMEN  AVAILABLE  IN  THIS  WORLD. 

7.  The  Amon  Carter  coin.  In  the  collection  of  Amon  Carter,  Jr. 
of  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Earlier  pedigree  is  not  known  for  certain.  Walter 
Breen  speculates  it  may  have  been  an  Eliasberg  duplicate;  earlier 
from  the  Parmelee  holding;  and  earlier  from  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen. 

8.  The  Atwater  coin.  Earlier  owned  by  B.  Max  Mehl;  H.O.  Gran- 
berg;  William  H.  Woodin;  Col.  James  W.  Ellsworth;  Waldo  C. 
Newcomer. 

9.  The  Walton  coin.  From  the  George  Walton  Estate.  Earlier  from 
the  Clifford  Smith  Collection;  earlier  in  the  Davis-Graves  sale  by 
Stack's. 

10.  The  Virgil  Brand  Collection  specimen.  Present  location  is  not 
known. 

11.  The  James  Ten  Eyck  Collection  coin.  Sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl 
in  1922.  Later  location  not  traced  by  Walter  Breen,  who  speculates 
it  may  have  been  the  Bell  Collection  coin  sold  in  1944. 

12.  The  Clinton  Hester  Collection  coin.  Earlier  in  the  "Memora¬ 
ble"  Collection  sold  by  Abner  Kreisberg  and  Abe  Kosoff.  The 
"Memorable"  Collection  was  owned  by  "J.F.  Bell"  and  represent¬ 
ed  one  of  several  collections  formed  by  him.  "J.F.  Bell"  was  the  busi¬ 
ness  name  used  by  Jake  Shapiro,  a  Chicago  financier.  His  son,  David 
Shapiro,  became  a  principal  in  Rarcoa,  the  Chicago  Coin  firm,  in 
the  1960s. 

13.  A  specimen  known  to  Walter  Breen  only  by  rumor.  Allegedly 
in  well-worn  condition. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  Cairo,  February  1954,  Lot  234,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Norweb  family  records. 
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768  1818  B2-B.  AU-55.  Lustrous,  frosty  surfaces.  Very  attractive.  From  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Melish  Collection,  April  28,  1956,  hit  1940. 

Variety  with  close  5D  on  reverse,  and  with  STATESOF  appear¬ 
ing  as  a  single  word.  A  very  interesting  variety  of  an  issue  which 
is  scarce  in  any  grade. 


Lustrous  1818  Half  Eagle 
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1818  Error  Reverse  $5 


ni  a  JfT  rjf  off 

j  if  IJ  n  1  k  u  '[/a  1  §  «  — 

769  1818  B3-C.  With  5D  over  50  on  reverse.  AU-55.  Sharp,  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  classic  issue. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  December  15,  1936. 

This  is  one  of  the  more  interesting  die  blunders  of  the  era.  The  error  was  apparently 


the  result  of  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  engraver.  After  cutting  the  numeral  5  the  en 
graver  was  perhaps  daydreaming  and  cut  a  0,  thus  "50"  is  on  the  half  dollar  He  then 
realized  he  was  doing  a  half  eagle  die,  so  he  corrected  the  erroneous  digit  by  overpunch¬ 
ing  the  letter  D.  Under  magnification  the  blunder  is  very  apparent  Interestingly,  the  same 
die  was  subsequently  used  on  a  variety  of  1819  half  eagle  (not  offered  here). 
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Classic  1819  Half  Eagle 


770  1819  Bl-B.  "Perfect”  Reverse.  AU-58,  very  close  to  MS-60.  Partial¬ 
ly  prooflike.  Very  sharply  struck.  Much  mint  lustre  still  survives. 

The  1819  is  one  of  the  great  classic  rarities  in  the  half  eagle  se¬ 
ries.  David  Akers  estimates  that  about  15  to  18  specimens  are 
known,  divided  between  two  reverse  die  varieties  (one  having  the 
error  reverse  just  described).  Each  variety  is  of  about  the  same  rar¬ 
ity.  When  David  Akers  compiled  his  book  in  1979,  he  noted  that 
during  the  preceding  decade  only  a  single  specimen  of  this  varie¬ 
ty,  with  perfect  reverse,  had  crossed  the  auction  block  in  the  de¬ 
cade  before.  The  variety  was  missing  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
(which  did  have  the  error  reverse,  Bl-A). 

B.  Max  Mehl,  who  always  enjoyed  handling  rarities,  described 
the  Dunham  Collection  1819  half  eagle  as  follows: 

The  second  rarest  half  eagle,  next  in  rarity  to  the  match¬ 
less  1822,  has  always  been  considered  to  be  the  1815  half 
eagle.  The  1819  has  always  been  recognized  as  the  third  rarest 
of  the  entire  series.  But  from  the  records  of  the  number  of 
specimens  offered  in  the  past  50  years,  I  believe  that  while 
the  1815  is  and  should  be  rated  as  the  second  rarest  half  ea¬ 
gle,  from  the  same  records  it  is  certainly  evident  that  the 
1819  is— if  not  as  rare  as  the  1815— most  certainly  a  mighty 
close  second. 

From  1890  to  the  present  time  (1941)  there  were  offered 
at  auction  three  specimens  of  the  1815  half  eagle.  The  first, 
in  the  Harlan  P.  Smith  Sale,  where  the  coin  brought  $1,050. 
The  next  specimen  sold  was  in  the  following  year,  1907,  in 
the  Matthew  A.  Stickney  Sale,  where  the  coin  sold  for  $2,000. 
The  third  specimen  was  in  my  sale  of  the  famous  James  Ten 
Eyck  Collection,  in  1922,  where  the  1815  brought  $2,200  plus 
5%  commission. 


Since  my  sale  of  the  Ten  Eyck  Collection  in  May  1922,  not 
another  1815  half  eagle  has  been  offered  at  auction.  How¬ 
ever,  I've  handled  and  sold  three  specimens  at  private  sales 
during  this  period,  although  two  of  these  specimens  were 
previously  sold  at  auction  and  were  not  newly  discovered 
or  additional  specimens. 

During  the  same  time  of  numismatic  history,  from  1890 
until  the  present  (1941),  more  than  50  years,  there  were  only 
four  specimens  of  the  1819  half  eagle  offered  at  auction- 
just  one  more  than  were  offered  of  the  1815.  .  .  . 

Since  my  sale  of  the  Ten  Eyck  Collection  in  1922  I  could 
find  no  record  of  a  single  other  specimen  having  been  of¬ 
fered  at  auction.  Although  I  have  had  four  1815  half  eagles 
pass  through  my  hands  during  the  same  period,  handling 
one  of  them  twice,  making  a  total  of  six  sales  of  1815  half 
eagles,  I  have  had  in  my  40  years  in  the  numismatic  busi¬ 
ness  but  two  1819  half  eagles. 

So,  from  (my  records)  it  can  be  very  easily  noted  that  the 
1819  is  just  about  on  a  par  in  rarity  and  value  with  the  1815 
half  eagle.  .  .  .  Then,  truly,  the  1819  half  eagle  can  certainly 
be  classed  among  the  really  great  American  numismatic 
rarities. 

It  should  be  noted  here  that  the  Dunham  Sale,  which  included 
B.  Max  Mehl's  prose  he  just  quoted,  did  not  have  an  1815  half  ea¬ 
gle  in  it;  Mehl  was  making  a  good  case  for  the  1819  being  a  “sub¬ 
stitute,"  sort  of,  for  the  absence  of  the  1815. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  February  1954,  Lot  236. 
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Rare  1820  Half  Eagle 


771  1820  B1-C.  Square  Base  2  in  date.  AU-58  to  MS-60.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  with  virtually  full  frost  and  lustre.  Sharply  struck  and  well 
defined  in  every  area.  A  gorgeous  example  of  this  seldom-seen  nu¬ 


mismatic  classic,  a  member  of  the  "rarest  of  the  rare"  category  of 
half  eagles  from  the  1820s. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  june  23,  2936. 
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Lot  772 
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Gem  Proof  1820  Half  Eagle 


Curl  Base  2  in  Date 


772  1820  B3-C.  Curl  Base  2  in  date.  Proof-63.  A  full  mirror  surface  Proof, 
with  full  mirror  surface  in  all  areas,  including  within  the  shield 
stripes  on  the  reverse.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  a  date  which 
would  be  a  landmark  in  Mint  State,  never  mind  Proof. 

Walter  Breen  traces  the  confirmed  existence  of  only  two  known 
examples  and  enumerates  them  as  follows: 

1 .  The  F.C.C.  Boyd  ("World's  Greatest  Collection"  specimen),  later 
to  the  "Memorable  Collection,"  possibly  H  P.  Smith's  coin. 

2.  The  piece  offered  here.  The  Melish  Collection  coin  sold  on 
April  28,  1856,  to  buyer  "J.W.,"  apparently  an  agent  for  the  Nor- 


web  family. 

The  reason  for  striking  Proof  examples  is  not  recorded,  but  Walter 
Breen  conjectures  that  they  may  have  been  made  up  for  "officials 
connected  with  celebrating  Alabama's  entry  into  the  Union,  De¬ 
cember  14,  1819,  or  Maine's  admission  in  March  1820,  possibly  for 
the  bicentennial  of  the  Mayflower  landing." 

An  exceedingly  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist  and 
connoisseur. 

From  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection  sold  by  Abe  Kosoffat  the  Cen¬ 
tral  States  Numismatic  Society  Convention,  April  28,  1956,  Lit  1943. 
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Lot  772 
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The  Only  Proof  1821  Half  Eagle  in  Private  Hands 


Lot  773 
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The  Only  Proof  1821  Half  Eagle  in  Private  Hands 


773  1821  B3-A.  Proof-63  to  64.  A  glittering,  gorgeous  specimen  with 
rich  golden  coloration.  A  superb  Proof.  The  only  Proof  in  private 
hands,  and  one  of  just  two  known  to  exist,  the  other  being  in  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

Walter  Breen  enumerates  these  as  follows: 

1.  Smithsonian  Institution  example,  earlier  in  the  Mint  Collec¬ 
tion,  and  possibly  saved  since  the  time  of  issue. 

2.  The  piece  offered  here.  Randall  Lot  927  in  1885;  William  H. 


Woodin,  Waldo  C.  Newcomer,  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green,  B.G.  John¬ 
son,  King  Farouk.  Pictured  in  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
Exhibition  in  1914. 

Here  is  one  of  the  foremost  rarities  in  the  present  catalogue,  a 
coin  which,  if  not  purchased  in  this  sale,  may  forever  elude  the 
grasp  of  unsuccessful  bidders. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Sale,  February  1954,  Lit  237. 
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Lot  773 


-  246  - 


-  247  - 


Gem  Uncirculated  1823  Half  Eagle 


Lot  774 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1823  Half  Eagle 


774  1823  Bl-A.  MS-64.  Gem  Uncirculated,  partially  prooflike.  Sharply 
struck  in  all  areas.  Quite  possibly  a  presentation  coin. 

From  the  Farish  Baldenhofer  Collection,  Stack's,  November  1955. 

The  1X23  lakes  its  place  proudly  among  the  classic  rarities  in  the  half  eagle 
denomination  rarities  dated  in  the  1820s,  and  seldom  seen  only  when  great  collections 
are  sold 


The  present  specimen.  Gem  Uncirculated,  is  especially  desirable  inasmuch  as  it  is  one 
of  the  very  finest  known  of  the  issue  It  is  significant  to  note  that  the  Louis  Eliasberg 
coin  was  EF-45  It  is  believed  that  no  more  than  35  to  45  are  known  in  all  grades 
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The  Rare  1824  Half  Eagle 


775  1824  Bl-A.  EF-40.  Still  another  classic,  this  issue  is  one  of  the  best 
known  half  eagles  of  the  1820s.  Perhaps  20  or  so  are  known  today, 
10  specific  examples  of  which  are  delineated  in  Walter  Breen's  Ear¬ 
ly  United  States  Half  Eagles  1795-1838  monograph. 


Although  17,340  specimens  of  the  1824  are  reported  to  have  been 
struck,  nearly  all  were  exported  or  melted.  Like  other  issues  of  the 
1820s,  the  1824  has  been  a  recognized  rarity  for  over  a  century. 
From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  September  11,  1935. 
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Famous  1825/1  Half  Eagle 


Lot  776 
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Famous  1825/1  Half  Eagle 


776  1825/1  Overdate.  B2-A.  MS-63  or  finer,  prooflike  gem.  A  superb 
strike  with  prooflike  obverse  and  frosty  reverse. 

The  1825/1  is  a  great  rarity,  and  it  is  believed  that  only  about  three 
dozen  pieces  are  known.  Walter  Breen  enumerates  16  specific  speci¬ 
mens.  The  coin  offered  here  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  of  the 


few  survivors,  outclassing  the  EF-45/AU-50  Eliasberg  piece.  David 
Akers  notes  that  the  issue  “is  really  very  rare." 

From  S.H.  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Charles  G.  Zug  Collection,  October 
22,  1909. 
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Rare  1826  Half  Eagle 


777  1826  Bl-A.  AU-58.  Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces.  A  splendid  example 
of  this  prime  rarity,  a  coin  of  which  just  two  or  three  dozen  exam¬ 
ples  exist  Again,  this  outranks  the  Eliasberg  coin,  which  was  EF-45. 
Another  member  of  the  "rarest  of  the  rare"  series  of  half  eagles 


in  the  1820s,  this  1826  is  bound  to  capture  widespread  attention 
when  it  crosses  the  auction  block. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  March  30,  1953,  Lit  lt>45C. 
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Prooflike  1828  Half  Eagle 


778  1828  B2-B.  AU-55,  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  an  issue  which 
is  exceedingly  rare,  about  a  match  for  the  Eliasberg  coin,  which  we 
described  as  AU-55  as  well. 

As  we  mentioned  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection  catalogue,  the  1828 
Perfect  Date  (not  overdate)  half  eagle  has  not  received  the  atten¬ 
tion  it  has  deserved  over  the  years.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  very 
few  have  appeared  on  the  market,  so  there  have  not  been  many 
occasions  for  publicity. 

Back  in  1941,  B.  Max  Mehl  described  the  1828  Perfect  Date  half 
eagle  in  the  Dunham  Collection,  noting  in  part: 

There  has  been  so  much  limelight  directed  on  the  great 
rarity  of  the  1815,  1819,  and  1822  half  eagles-while  justly 
so — that  the  excessive  rarity  of  the  1828  half  eagle  and  a  few 
of  the  other  extremely  rare  dates  of  the  half  eagles  of  the 
1820s  has  been  overlooked. 

The  record  of  the  1828  half  eagle  is  just  as  impressive  and 
proves  it  to  be  just  about  as  rare  as  the  1819  and  a  close  neigh¬ 
bor  in  rarity  and  value  to  the  1815! 

The  first  specimen  of  the  1828  half  eagle  offered  in  this 
century  was  the  Harlan  P.  Smith  coin  in  1906,  where  the  over¬ 
date  variety  brought  $210.  And  in  the  same  sale,  a  Perfect 
Date  specimen  sold  for  $240.  In  the  Stickney  Sale,  1907,  just 
one  year  later,  we  find  the  specimen  of  the  overdate  variety 
sold  for  $360,  an  advance  or  increase  in  value  of  more  than 
66%  in  one  year. 

The  next  great  collection  sold  was  the  George  H.  Earle  Col¬ 
lection,  in  1912.  Although  this  collection  realized  the  huge 
sum  (especially  at  that  time)  of  $55,821.63,  it  did  not  have 
a  single  specimen  of  the  1828  half  eagle. 


From  1907  to  1922,  a  period  of  15  years,  I  can  find  no  rec¬ 
ord  of  the  sale  of  an  1828  $5  gold  piece.  Then  in  my  sale 
of  the  James  Ten  Eyck  Collection,  1922,  an  Extremely  Fine 
specimen  brought  $680  plus  5%  commission,  or  a  total  of 
$714.  .  .  . 

From  1922  down  to  the  present  time  there  is  only  one  rec¬ 
ord  of  an  overdate  variety,  which  brought  $960,  but  I  can  find 
no  record  in  any  of  the  important  sales  held  during  these 
past  19  years  where  a  single  specimen  of  the  Perfect  Date 
1828  half  eagle  has  been  offered.  Nor  do  I  recall,  nor  do  I 
have  any  record  of  having  sold  a  specimen  at  private  sale, 
with  the  only  exception  of  the  one  in  the  Waldo  Newcomer 
Collection,  nine  years  ago,  which  incidentally  was  one  of 
the  specimens  previously  sold  at  auction  in  the  sales  above 
mentioned.  No  new  specimens  have  come  to  light. 

Therefore,  from  the  above  records,  it  can  be  readily  noted 
that  during  the  past  50  years  there  were  just  as  few,  if  few¬ 
er,  1828  half  eagles  offered  than  were  offered  of  the  1815  and 
of  the  1819.  I  feel  now,  as  1  have  always  felt,  regarding  the 
excessive  rarity  of  the  1828  half  eagle,  that  it  is  just  as  rare 
and  just  as  difficult  to  obtain  and  is  as  seldom  offered  and 
certainly  about  on  a  par  in  value  with  the  1815  and  1819  half 
eagles. 

It  is  believed  that  only  about  a  dozen  specimens  are  known  of 
the  1828  Perfect  Date  half  eagle,  which  makes  it  one  of  the  greatest 
erf  all  American  rarities. 

From  the  Farouk  Sale,  February  1954,  Lot  243. 
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Lot  779 


Gem  Proof  1829  Small  Planchet  Half  Eagle 
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Gem  Proof  1829  Small  Planchet  Half  Eagle 

—The  Only  Specimen  in  Private  Hands— 


779  1829  B-2B.  Small  Date.  Small  Planchet.  Proof-64  to  65,  a  glitter¬ 
ing  gem. 

Years  ago  this  used  to  be  called  the  Small  Date  variety,  but  in  mod¬ 
ern  times  it  is  more  properly  referred  to  as  a  "Small  Planchet"  style, 
in  addition  to  the  Small  Date  feature,  for  the  planchet  is  of  a  re¬ 
duced  diameter  and  represents  the  style  made  from  1829  through 
1834. 

This  issue  is  exceedingly  rare  in  any  condition.  Walter  Breen  traces 
the  existence  of  just  three  Proofs,  of  which  the  piece  offered  here 
is  the  only  one  in  private  hands.  Thus,  the  opportunity  to  acquire 
this  may  be  unique  in  the  lifetime  of  prospective  bidders.  The 
known  Proofs  are  as  follows: 

1  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Mint  Collection. 


2.  The  piece  offered  here.  From  the  Colonel  M.I.  Cohen  Collec¬ 
tion,  Lot  149;  Lorin  G.  Parmelee  Collection,  1890,  Lot  989;  Lyman 
H.  Low;  James  Ten  Eyck;  Waldo  C.  Newcomer;  Colonel  E.H.R. 
Green;  King  Farouk. 

3.  Byron  Reed  Estate,  now  owned  by  the  Omaha  City  Library 
Not  only  is  this  1829  Gem  Proof  Small  Planchet  half  eagle  one 

of  the  most  important  coins  in  the  entire  Norweb  Collection,  it  is 
also  one  of  the  most  significant  coins  to  cross  the  auction  block  in 
our  generation.  The  importance  of  the  coin  cannot  be  overempha¬ 
sized.  As  stated,  this  may  present  a  unique  opportunity  for  prospec¬ 
tive  bidders. 

Colonel  M.I.  Cohen,  Lorn;  G.  Parmelee,  Lyman  //.  Low,  lames  Ten  Ei/ek, 
Waldo  C.  Newcomer,  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green,  King  Farouk. 
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Gem  Proof  1829  Small  Planchet  Half  Eagle 


Lot  779 
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H 


Rare  1830  Half  Eagle 


780  1830  B-2.  Small  5D  on  reverse.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  One  of  just  about  three  dozen  known  examples. 

From  Henry  Chapman  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  22,  1909. 


The  parade  of  half  eagle  rarities  continues  through  1834.  old  style  All  of  the  half  ea 
gles  of  the  motto  I  PLURIBUS  UNUM  style  of  the  1830s  are  prime  rarities,  and  typically 
such  pieces  are  encountered  only  when  great  collections  cross  the  block 
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Rare  1831  Half  Eagle 


781  1831  B-2.  Large  D  on  reverse.  AU-55.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  example  of  this  issue,  a  coin  of  which  perhaps  20  to  30  coins  are  known  totally 
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1832  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


782  1832  B-2.  13  Obverse  Stars.  AU-50,  burnished  years  ago. 

The  1832  half  eagle  is  a  great  rarity,  and  it  is  believed  that  only 
20  or  so  exist  in  all  grades,  despite  a  reported  mintage  figure  of 


157,487  pieces.  As  is  true  of  other  issues  of  the  era,  most  were  melt¬ 
ed,  for  it  soon  became  the  situation  that  the  bullion  value  of  half 
eagles  of  the  time  exceeded  the  face  value. 
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Rare  1833  Half  Eagle 


783  1833  B-l.  So-called  Small  Date;  rarer  of  the  two  varieties.  Walter 
Breen  calls  the  issue  High  Rarity-7,  meaning  that  it  is  exceedingly 
rare  and  of  the  range  of  just  four  to  12  known.  Allowing  for  pieces 


not  seen  by  Walter  Breen,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  perhaps 
15  to  20  are  known  today. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  Sale  of  March  30,  1953,  Lot  645D. 
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1834  With  Motto  Half  Eagle 


784  1834  B-Il.  With  Motto.  Plain  4.  VF-20.  A  specimen  which  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  small  degree  of  wear,  obviously  escaping  the  melting  of 
1834,  and  possibly  continuing  in  circulation  for  a  few  years  there¬ 
after  (see  footnote).  Some  minor  edge  marks  are  noted. 

This  is  the  last  year  of  the  style  with  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  on 
a  scroll  above  the  eagle  on  the  reverse,  the  style  minted  from  1813 
to  1834,  with  pieces  from  1829  to  1834  being  of  the  Small  Planchet 
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format.  Just  a  few  dozen  examples  are  known  to  exist. 

From  Elmer  Sears  to  Albert  Holden  on  October  2,  1907. 

Following  the  minting  of  gold  coins  to  the  reduced  weight  standard  adopted  effective 
with  August  1,  1834,  earlier  half  eagles  and  other  gold  coins  were  occasional^  seen  in 
circulation,  although  they  continued  to  sell  at  a  premium  above  face  value.  In  bullion 
buying  lists  of  the  time  these  were  called  "old  tenor"  coins  Apparently  stray  pieces  could 
be  found  as  late  as  the  1850s. 
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1834  Crosslet  4,  Motto  $5 


785  1834  B  1-3.  With  Motto.  Crosslet  4  in  Date.  EF-45.  A  sharp  speci¬ 
men,  lustrous  and  attractive.  Slightly  scarcer  than  the  preceding. 
Just  a  few  dozen  pieces  are  known  to  exist.  As  noted  in  our  previ¬ 


ous  description  this  is  the  last  year  of  the  general  design  type. 
From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  Sale  of  September  12,  1953,  Lot  2418. 
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786  1834  No  Motto.  Plain  4.  AU-55,  prooflike.  Possibly  struck  as  a  Proof, 
and  indeed  purchased  as  such  by  the  Norwebs. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  March  30,  1955. 

This  is  the  first  year  of  William  Kneass'  so-called  Classic  Head  design,  a  motif  which 
was  continued  in  use  through  1838. 


787  1834  B  II-6.  No  Motto.  Plain  4.  EF-40. 

From  Spink  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  August  25,  1956. 

788  1834  B  11-10.  No  Motto.  Crosslet  4.  VF-20.  Rarity-6  variety.  The  Cross- 
let  4  variety  of  1834,  No  Motto  style,  is  many,  many  times  rarer  than 
the  Plain  4  issue. 

Acquired  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas,  August  1953. 

789  1835  B-6.  Second  Head.  VF-30. 


790  1836  B-5.  AU-55. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  September  9,  1955. 

791  1837  B-2.  Large  Date.  EF-40.  Some  mint  lustre  remains  in  protect¬ 
ed  areas. 

792  1837  B-3.  Small  Date.  EF-45. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1958. 

On  the  present  coin  the  numeral  1  has  a  prominent  serif  at  the  top,  with  two  promi¬ 
nent  serifs  on  the  base.  On  the  preceding  coin,  the  Large  Date  variety,  the  top  serif  is 
attenuated,  the  shaft  of  the  1  is  shorter. 


793  1838  B-l.  AU-50.  Sharp  and  with  some  original  mint  lustre. 


794  1838-C  VF-30.  With  scattered  surface  marks  as  typical  for  the  is¬ 
sue.  First  year  of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  "The  1838-C  is  the  second 
rarest  issue  of  the  type,"  notes  David  Akers. 

Branch  mints  were  opened  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  and  Dahlonega,  Georgia  in 
1838,  to  facilitate  the  conversion  of  native  gold  to  coins  in  those  areas.  In  the  same  year 
a  branch  mint  was  opened  in  New  Orleans  as  well. 


Outstanding  1838-D  Half  Eagle 


795  1838-D  EF40.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  the  first  issue  of  the 
Dahlonega  Mint;  one  of  20,583  coins  struck. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  Sale  of  August  12,  1953,  Lot  1279. 


796  1839  Coronet  Type.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  A  sharp  specimen  with  much 
lustre  still  remaining  in  protected  areas. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  12,  1909. 

This  represents  the  first  year  of  the  Coronet  type,  also  called  the  Liberty  Head  type 
and  the  Braided  Hair  type.  Designed  by  Christian  Gobrecht,  the  motif  remained  in  ef¬ 
fect  through  1908,  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  being  added  in  1866. 

Although  118,143  examples  were  coined  of  the  1839  half  eagle,  it  is  by  no  means  a  com¬ 
mon  date.  Specimens  are  fairly  elusive,  and  are  in  strong  demand  as  the  first  year  of 
the  design  type. 

There  are  some  subtle  differences  between  half  eagles  dated  1839  and  those  dated  1840 
and  later.  On  the  1839  portrait,  the  lowest  curl  at  the  back  of  Miss  Liberty's  neck  is  most¬ 
ly  free  of  her  neck,  while  on  issues  of  1840  and  after  it  is  on  the  neck.  The  neck  trunca¬ 
tion  outline  is  different  on  the  two  issues,  being  more  pointed  to  the  right  on  the  1840 
and  later  pieces,  and  closer  to  the  13th  star. 


797 


1839-C  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Sharply  struck  and  well  detailed.  Mintage: 
17,205  pieces. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  January  17,  1960. 

On  the  1839-C  and  1839-D  half  eagles  the  mintmark  appears  on  the  obverse;  on  issues 
of  1840  and  later  it  appears  on  the  reverse  below  the  eagle. 


798  1839-D  F-15.  Small  bump  on  edge.  Smooth,  even  wear.  Mintage: 
18,939.  Obverse  mintmark  as  preceding. 

From  Elmer  Sears  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908-1910. 
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From  William  Hesslein  to  Albert  Holden,  November  6,  1909. 

Varieties  of  1840  are  known  with  "Broad  Mill"  and  "Narrow  Mill"  borders.  The  Broad  Mill  pieces 
iave  flat,  wide  rim,  whereas  the  Narrow  Mill  pieces  appear  "normal." 


AU  1841-D  Half  Eagle 


800  1840-C  Broad  Mill.  EF-40.  Some  lustre  still  remains.  An  issue  which 
is  scarce  in  all  grades. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection,  Septem¬ 
ber  1910,  to  Albert  Holden,  lot  1090. 


804  1841-D  AU-50.  A  sharp  specimen  of  an  issue  of  which  just  29,392 
were  minted. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908-1910. 


805  1842  Small  Letters.  EF-40. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


801  1840-D  Narrow  Mill.  EF-40.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Mintage  of  this 
issue  was  22,896  pieces. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


Sleeper  1841  Half  Eagle 


802  1841  EF-40.  Tiny  scratch  from  second  star  to  Miss  Liberty's  jaw.  David 
Akers  notes  that  this  date  is  rare  in  all  grades  and  has  appeared 
at  auction  less  often  than  any  of  the  date  or  mintmark  varieties  of 
1839  or  1840,  and  also  less  often  than  1841-C  or  1841-D.  The  cata¬ 
logue  values  do  not  reflect  this,  so  here  is  a  true  "sleeper." 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


103  1841-C  Broad  Mill.  EF-45.  With  broad  borders  comparable  to  the 
"Broad  Mill"  coins  of  the  date  preceding.  Quite  unlike  the  1841  Phil¬ 
adelphia  and  Dahlonega  coins  in  this  sale,  both  of  which  have  nar¬ 
row  borders.  (See  discussion  after  Lot  806). 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  November  21,  1909. 

he  wide  border  of  the  1841-C  is  not  mentioned  in  the  literature,  although  issues  of  1841  are  dis- 
sed  in  detail.  An  examination  of  the  Akers  and  Eliasberg  plate  coins  suggests  that  other  known 
1-C  half  eagles  are  also  of  the  "Broad  Mill"  type. 


806  1842  Large  Letters.  VF-30.  Significantly  scarcer  than  the  preceding 
variety. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


An  Essay  on  Coin  Diameters 

The  concept  of  "narrow  mill"  and  "broad  mill"  borders  on  half  eagles  of  this  era  apparently  has 
never  been  studied  in  detail.  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  notes  on  page  90:  "Scarce  varieties 
of  the  1840  coins  have  the  large  diameter  and  wide  rims  of  the  1839  issues."  Walter  Breen,  in  Varieties 
of  United  States  Half  Eagles  1839-1929,  page  3,  notes  concerning  1840:  "Two  types  for  the  year,  the 
'Broad  Mill'  (diameter  of  1834-1839)  and  the  'Narrow  Mill'  (diameter  of  1841-1907).  Broad  Mill  coins 
are  about  15/16  of  an  inch  in  diameter:  Narrow  Mill  coins  are  a  scant  14/16  of  an  inch.  Broad  Mill 
coins  from  Philadelphia  only  have  fine  edge  reeding,  Narrow  Mill  coins  have  a  coarser  edge  reeding." 

Concerning  the  1840-C,  the  same  writer  notes: 

Mintage  total  18,992,  less  36  assay  coins,  equals  a  net  mintage  of  18,956.  Of  these,  some 
1,970  less  (probably)  four  assay  pieces,  or  1,966  net,  were  of  the  Broad  Mill  issue,  diameter 
of  1839-C  (about  15/16  of  an  inch,  as  in  the  Philadelphia  coins).  The  remainder,  17,022  less 
(probably)  32  assay  pieces,  or  net  16,990,  were  of  the  Narrow  Mill  issue  Two  pairs  of  dies 
were  set  on  January  24.  A  letter  from  the  director  of  the  Mint  to  Col.  Wheeler,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Charlotte  Mint,  February  6,  refers  to  "milling"  (upset  rim  outside  denticulated 
border)  as  too  broad,  requests  a  coiner  make  planchets  larger  than  usual  to  accommodate 
the  extra  broad  border,  and  promises  to  remedy  the  defect  in  the  next  dies.  There  is  no 
record,  however,  of  any  more  dies  sent  to  Charlotte  for  1840-C  half  eagles.  The  first  mint¬ 
age  of  1840-C  half  eagles  was  a  delivery  of  1,970  specimens  on  March  9.  As  Broad  Mill  coins 
are  known,  and  are  very  rare,  evidently  they  were  from  this  discovery;  subsequent  deliv¬ 
eries,  including  those  from  broken  dies,  were  of  normal  diameter. 

Concerning  the  1840-D,  Walter  Breen  states  that  4,437  pieces  were  Broad  Mill  coins  and  18,459 
were  Narrow  Mill  coins.  For  1840-0,  he  notes  that  4,620  Broad  Mill  coins  were  struck,  plus  35,500 
Narrow  Mill  coins.  The  diameter  of  the  Broad  Mill  coins  is  given  as  15/16  of  an  inch,  and  the  Nar¬ 
row  Mill  as  14/16  of  an  inch.  After  that  point,  the  "Broad  Mill"  and  "Narrow  Mill"  concepts  are 
not  mentioned. 


The  Norweb  Collection  half  eagles  present  an  opportunity  to  study  the  situation  in  detail,  so  the 
following  findings  are  presented  in  the  nature  of  an  "appetizer"  for  numismatic  gourmets;  the  main 
meal  is  yet  to  be  served,  and  we  await  a  banquet  prepared  by  someone  who  takes  up  our  thread 
and  goes  on  to  study  a  wider  population  of  coins. 

The  following  coin  diameters  have  been  observed  among  early  Coronet  issues  in  the  Norweb  Col 
lection.  The  lot  number,  date,  and  diameter  in  millimeters  is  given  for  each 


(796)  1839. . 

(797)  1839-C 

(798)  1839-D 

(799)  1840.  .  . 

(800)  1840-C 

(801)  1840-D 

(802)  1841 . . 

(803)  1841-C 

(804)  1841-D* 

(805)  1842  .  . 

(806)  1842.  . 

(807)  1842-C 

(808)  1842- D 

(809)  1843  .  . 

(810)  1843-C 


.22  4mm 
22.3mm 
22.7mm 
21.8mm 
22.2mm 
.21  8mm 
21.7mm 
22.2mm 
.  21.8mm 
21  8mm 
21.7mm 
.22  4mm 
.  21  7mm 
.21  6mm 
22.5mm 


-  265 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Half  Eagles 


(811)  1843- D  21.7mm 

(812)  1844  21.6mm 

(813)  1844-C  21.6mm 

(814)  1844- D  . 21.7mm 

(815)  1844-0  . 29.1mm 

(816)  1845 . 21.4mm 

(817)  1845-D  . 21.7mm 

(818)  1845-0  21.9mm 

(819)  1846  21.5mm 

(820)  1846- D . 21.7mm 

(821)  1846-0  . 21.9mm 

(822)  1847  .  21.9mm 

(823)  1847-C . 21.5mm 

(824)  1847-D . 21.7mm 

(825)  1847-0  . 21.9mm 


The  measurements  can  be  classified  into  two  categories  among  the  earlier  pieces  on  the  list,  the 
so-called  "Narrow  Mill"  coins,  measuring  21.7mm.  or  21.8mm.,  and  the  so-called  "Broad  Mill"  coins 
measuring  22.3mm.  to  22.7mm.  When  we  arrive  at  1844-0,  the  first  New  Orleans  Mint  half  eagle 
in  the  collection  (New  Orleans  Mint  issues  of  1840-0,  1842-0  and  1843-0  are  not  in  the  collection), 
we  come  to  a  "new"  diameter  of  21.9mm.,  which  we  shall  call  the  "Medium  Mill." 


Restating  the  preceding  list  in  terms  of  Broad  Mill,  Narrow  Mill,  and  Medium  Mill,  we  have  the 
following: 

(7%)  1839  .  Broad  Mill 

(79 7)  1839-C . Broad  Mill 

(798)  1839- D . Broad  Mill 

(799)  1840  . Narrow  Mill 

(800)  1840-C . Broad  Mill 

(801)  1840-D . Narrow  Mill 

(802)  1841  . Narrow  Mill 

(803)  1841-C . Broad  Mill 

(804)  1841-D  . Narrow  Mill 

(805)  1842  . Narrow  Mill 

(806)  1842  . Narrow  Mill 

(807)  1842-C . Broad  Mill 

(808)  1842-D . Narrow  Mill 

(809)  1843  . Narrow  Mill 

(810)  1843-C . Broad  Mill 

(811)  1843-D . Narrow  Mill 

(812)  1844  . Narrow  Mill 

(813)  1844-C  . Narrow  Mill 

(814)  1844-D  . Narrow  Mill 

(815)  1844-0  . Medium  Mill 

(816)  1845 . Narrow  Mill 

(817)  1845-D . Narrow  Mill 

(818)  1845-0  . Medium  Mill 

(819)  1846  . — . Narrow  Mill 

(820)  1846-D . Narrow  Mill 

(821)  1846-0  . Medium  Mill 

(822)  1847  . Narrow  Mill 

(823)  1847-C . Narrow  Mill 

(824)  1847-D  . Narrow  Mill 

(825)  1847-0 . Medium  Mill 


It  becomes  immediately  obvious  that,  the  comments  quoted  by  Walter  Breen  not  withstanding, 
the  Broad  Mill"  was  not  discontinued  in  1841  but  at  the  Charlotte  Mint  was  continued  through 
1843,  being  replaced  by  the  Narrow  Mill  in  1844.  Thus,  previously  undescribed  1841-C  Broad  Mill, 
1842-C  Broad  Mill,  and  1843-C  Broad  Mill  coins  exist.  The  question  is  whether  or  not  all  1841-C, 
1842-C,  and  1843-C  coins  are  of  the  Broad  Mill  type,  or  are  there  some  with  Narrow  Mill?  This  awaits 
further  research. 


The  Narrow  Mill  format  apparently  became  standard  with  the  1844-C,  or  at  least  it  may  have  be¬ 
come  such  Are  there  any  coins  1844-C  and  later,  from  the  Charlotte  Mint,  with  Broad  Mill?  Anoth¬ 
er  question. 

New  Orleans  Mint  coins,  as  evidenced  by  our  1845-0  sample,  the  earliest  in  the  survey,  have  a 
different  diameter,  which  we  have  designated  as  the  "Medium  Mill."  This  diameter  is  also  seen  on 
1846-0  and  1847-0.  Was  this  diameter  used  on  early  issues  such  as  1840-0,  1842-0  and  1843-0? 
This  is  another  question  awaiting  study. 

The  diameter  of  the  coins  is  only  partially  related  to  the  dies.  The  diameter  is  determined  by  the 
collar,  which  has  a  milled  or  "reeded"  nature,  in  which  metal  is  squeezed  when  the  obverse  and 
reverse  dies  come  together. 

In  summary,  it  is  apparent  that  large-diameter  collars,  creating  Broad  Mill  coins,  were  used  at 
the  three  different  mints  in  1839.  In  1840,  both  Broad  Mill  and  Narrow  Mill  collars  were  used  at 
the  various  mints  (although  the  Norweb  Collection  does  not  contain  a  pair  of  examples  for  each 
date— 'the  collection  is  simply  by  date  and  mintmark).  After  1840,  it  seems  that  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  went  to  smaller  collars  producing  the  Narrow  Mill  coins,  as  did  Dahlonega,  but  that  one  or 
more  large-diameter  collars  were  still  used  at  Charlotte  until  at  least  1843.  It  could  have  been  that 
both  Broad  Mill  and  Narrow  Mill  coins  were  produced  from  1841  through  1843,  but  this  awaits  fur¬ 
ther  determination.  After  1843  the  Broad  Mill  format  appears  to  have  been  discontinued  (again  waiting 
confirmation). 

New  Orleans  Mint  coins  studied  are  from  different  diameter  collars  producing  21.9mm.  "Medi¬ 
um  Mill"  coins. 


It  should  be  noted  that  the  measurement  of  diameters  can  never  be  precise,  for  if  a  coin  was  not 
fully  struck  up,  the  metal  would  not  have  penetrated  into  the  deepest  reeding  of  the  collar,  thus 
the  diameter  would  be  slightly  smaller;  moreover,  apart  from  coins  in  Mint  State  or  close  to  it,  pieces 
showing  wear  may  be  reduced  slightly  in  diameter  due  to  the  effects  of  circulation.  However,  con¬ 
sidering  these  variables,  it  is  still  obvious  that  coins  of  this  era  do  neatly  fit  into  three  categories, 
designated  as  Broad  Mill,  Narrow  Mill,  and  Medium  Mill,  as  stated. 


807  1842  Large  Date.  Broad  Mill.  VF-20.  Scarce  issue. 
From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


808  1842-D  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  EF-40.  Popular  Dahlonega  issue. 


809  1843  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 


Exceptional  1843-C  Half  Eagle 


810  1843-C.  Broad  Mill.  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous.  The 
"Broad  Mill"  format  gives  the  piece  a  cameolike  effect,  framing  the 
design. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  July  5,  1956. 


811  1843-D  VF-30.  Quite  well  struck.  Very  close  to  EF-40,  and  possibly 
even  in  that  category. 

From  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  October 
5,  1908,  Lot  34. 
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"Surprisingly  Rare"  Uncirculated  1844 

$5 


812  1844  MS-60  to  63.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  “Most  known 
specimens  are  well  worn,  and  AU  or  Uncirculated  examples  are 
surprisingly  rare,"  notes  David  Akers.  A  prize  for  the  specialist. 


Prize  1845  Half  Eagle 


816  1845  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  A  prize  specimen  which 
ranks  among  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  date.  Usually  the 
1845  half  eagle  is  seen  in  significantly  lower  grades  such  as  Very 
Fine  and  Extremely  Fine. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  October  5,  1956. 


813  1844-C  VF-30.  Scarce  Charlotte  Mint  issue.  One  of  23,631  coined. 
From  Thomas  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


814  1844-D  EF-45.  A  very  sharp  specimen.  Traces  of  lustre  remain  in 
protected  areas. 

From  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection,  September 
1,  1909,  Lot  1099. 


815  1844-0  VF-30. 
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Fantastic  1845-D  Half  Eagle 


817  1845-D  MS-63  to  64.  A  fantastic  specimen,  sharply  struck,  lustrous, 
and  with  even  a  few  areas  of  prooflike  surface.  In  general,  Dah- 
lonega  Mint  pieces  are  notorious  for  their  unavailability  in  Mint 
State,  the  ultimate  business  strike  classification.  If  one  were  to  sur¬ 
vey  known  Dahlonega  Mint  half  eagles  over  a  wide  range  of  dates. 


using  today's  very  strict  grading  interpretations,  it  is  a  situation  that 
probably  not  one  coin  in  100  would  merit  the  Uncirculated  catego¬ 
ry,  and  even  this  estimate  may  be  generous.  Here  indeed  is  an  un¬ 
forgettable  1845-D  half  eagle,  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  Inly  5,  1956. 
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818  1845-0  EF^45.  A  nice  representative  specimen  of  the  grade.  Just 
41,000  pieces  were  made,  a  stark  contrast  to  the  nearly  10  times 
greater  quantity  produced  in  New  Orleans  the  year  before. 

819  1846  Small  Date.  AU-50.  Scrape  at  left  obverse  edge.  Scarce. 

From  Elmer  Sears  circa  1908-1910. 


820  1846-D  EF-40.  Variety  with  Perfect  (not  double-punched)  Mintmark. 

821  1846-0  value  of  VF-30,  but  more  properly  described  EF-40  with 
some  minor  scratches  to  the  left  of  the  eagle's  neck  on  the  reverse. 
Sharp  and  attractive.  A  scarce  New  Orleans  issue,  about  as  scarce 
as  the  previously  offered  1845-0. 

From  William  Hesslein  to  Albert  Holden,  November  6,  1909. 


822  1847  AU-55. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection,  Septem¬ 
ber  1910,  to  Albert  Holden,  lot  1103. 


823  1847-C  AU-58.  Sharp  in  all  areas.  In  AU  grade  this  is  "one  of  the 
rarest"  Charlotte  Mint  coins,  per  David  Akers,  although  in  lower 
grades  the  piece  is  relatively  available  (that  is  relatively  available 
among  its  contemporaries  from  the  Charlotte  Mint). 

From  Stack's  on  May  13,  1953. 


824  1847-D  VF-30.  A  nice  example  of  the  grade.  Popular  Dahlonega  issue. 
From  Ben  Green  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  3,  1909. 


"Real  Sleeper"  1847-0  $5 


825  1847-0  EF-40.  "This  is  one  of  the  real  sleepers  of  the  half  eagle  se¬ 
ries,"  notes  David  Akers,  who  goes  on  to  say  that  "it  is  seldom  avail¬ 
able  in  any  condition."  A  nice  item  for  the  specialist. 

Those  who  decry  that  there  are  no  bargains  left  in  numismatics  would  do  well  to  spend 
a  few  dollars  and  acquire  copies  of  David  Akers'  studies  on  the  auction  appearances  of 
United  States  gold  coins,  and  also  to  part  with  a  $50  bill  to  acquire  an  issue  of  Krause 
Publications'  annual  guide  to  auction  prices.  The  field  of  19th-century  numismatics  is 
literally  filled  with  sleepers— issues  which  are  not  publicized  and  which  catalogue  for 
little  more  than  “type"  prices.  It  is  often  the  case  that  a  coin  can  be  five,  10,  or  more 
times  rarer  than  a  common  issue,  but  sell  for  only  slightly  more. 


826  1848  AU-50.  Quite  scarce,  despite  nominal  catalogue  listings.  This 
particular  piece  has  a  massive  die  break  through  the  lower  part  of 
the  date  digits,  lending  additional  interest. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection,  Septem¬ 
ber  1910,  lot  1104. 


827  1848-C  EF-45.  A  sharp  specimen  of  this  scarce  and  popular  issue. 
From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


828  1848-D  VF-30.  Small  mark  is  in  the  field  between  the  first  star  and 
the  chin.  The  issue  is  relatively  rare  in  any  grade. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Albert  Holden  circa  1908-1910. 


829  1849  AU-55  or  better.  Very  close  to  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  and  very 
lustrous.  "Invariably  this  date  is  available  only  in  VF  or  EF  condi¬ 
tion,"  notes  David  Akers,  who  comments  that  the  high  mintage  has 
misled  many  cataloguers  into  assuming  the  coin  has  "common  date" 
status. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  to  the  Hostetler  Collection,  then 
to  the  Norwebs  on  December  8,  i960. 
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Mougey's  1849-D  Half  Eagle 


830  1849-D  EF-45.  A  sharp  example  of  an  issue  which  is  elusive  in  all 
grades.  A  prize  for  the  Dahlonega  Mint  specialist. 

A  die  crack  horizontally  bisects  the  reverse. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection,  Sep¬ 
tember  1910,  lot  1106. 


Underrated  1850  Half  Eagle 


831  1850  AU-50.  A  very  scarce  coin  in  all  grades,  an  issue  which  is  con¬ 
siderably  rarer  than  certain  mintmarked  varieties  of  its  era,  as  David 
Akers  points  out,  further  noting:  "AU  and  Uncirculated  examples 
are  very  rare,  and  the  date's  'common  date'  status  in  the  Guide  Book 
is  grossly  misleading.  Not  available  all  that  often  in  any 
grade  .  .  .  this  date  is  rare  and  underrated  in  all  grades." 

From  thrR.L.  Miles,  Jr.  Collection,  Stack's,  October  1968,  Lot  417. 

Continuing  our  footnote  commentary  on  the  subject  of  sleepers  and  underrated  coins, 
the  1850  is  a  dramatic  example.  This  coin  catalogues  $350  in  AU  grade,  leading  one  to 
believe  that  AU  pieces  are  readily  available.  However,  David  Akers  was  able  to  locate 
the  auction  appearance  of  just  three— count  them,  three— AU  coins  over  a  period  of  several 
decades!  As  a  popular  saying  circa  1910  went,  "Nuf  ced." 


832  1851  EF-45.  Scarcer  than  the  mintage  indicates. 

From  the  Schulman  Kreisberg  Sale  of  February  16,  1961,  Lot  1193. 


Superb  1851-D  Half  Eagle 


833  1851-D  AU-58  to  MS-60.  A  superb  specimen  which  ranks  as  one 
of  the  finest  known  of  the  variety.  Seldom  seen  in  this  grade,  or 
even  close  to  it. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  October  14,  1938. 


834  1851-0  VF-30.  Still  another  sleeper,  a  coin  which  "is  very  rare  in 
any  grade"  according  to  David  Akers.  The  present  piece  shows 
smooth,  even  wear  for  the  grade  and  has  a  few  marks  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  On  the  reverse,  to  the  right  of  the  eagle's  neck,  is  a  small 
planchet  depression. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder,  September  30,  1935. 


t 
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MS-63  1852  Half  Eagle 


835  1852  MS-63.  A  very  frosty  and  attractive  Mint  State  coin.  The  is¬ 
sue  is  not  a  great  rarity  in  MS-63,  for  a  number  of  others  exist,  but 
as  a  member  of  the  1839-1865  No-Motto  style,  it  is  desirable  as  a 
"type"  coin  and  catalogues  at  a  generous  figure  because  of  this. 

Abe  Kosoff  Sale  of  April  28,  1956,  Lot  2063. 


836  1852-D  EF-45.  Small  mark  in  right  obverse  field.  Lightly  defined 
on  certain  areas  of  the  obverse,  as  always  seen  on  authentic  speci¬ 
mens  (see  footnote). 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder,  circa  1908-1910. 

David  Akers  notes:  "The  1852-D  is  always  weakly  struck,  particularly  at  the  borders 
and  on  the  hair  curls  around  Liberty's  face." 


Virtually  Unobtainable  MS-63  1853  $5 


837  1853  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  "Moderately  scarce  in 
any  grade,  the  1853  is  actually  very  rare  in  strictly  Uncirculated  con¬ 
dition  and  virtually  unobtainable  in  choice  or  gem  condition  "  notes 
David  Akers. 

From  Abe  Kosoff's  Sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  April  1956, 
Lot  2067. 


AU  1853-D  Half  Eagle 


838  1853-D  AU-55.  A  very  desirable  coin,  with  considerable  lustre  still 
remaining  in  protected  areas. 
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Rare  Uncirculated  1854  Half  Eagle 


839  1854  MS-60  to  63,  closer  to  the  latter  grade.  Very  rare  in  this  grade, 
althoughln  lower  grades  the  variety  can  be  obtained  with  some 
searching  (even  so,  it  is  not  at  all  a  "common  date"). 

From  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  April  1956, 
Lot  2072. 


AU  1854-D  Half  Eagle 


840  1854-D  AU-55.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  popular  Dahlone- 
ga  Mint  issue.  Rare,  although  not  unobtainable,  in  this  grade. 
From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  November  23,  1935. 


841  1854-0  AU-50.  A  sharp  example. 

From  the  American  Numismatic  Association  on  April  26,  1963,  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  which  transaction  are  not  recorded. 


843  1855-C  VF-30  or  finer.  Scarce  Charlotte  issue. 

From  William  G.  Hesslein  to  Albert  Holden,  November  6,  1909. 


Sharp  1855-D  Half  Eagle 


844  1855-D  EF-45  to  AU-50.  A  sharp  specimen  of  this  coin.  Mintage: 
22,432  pieces. 

From  Elmer  Sears  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908-1910. 


Seldom  Seen  AU  1855-0  $5 


845  1855-0  AU-50.  Scarce  in  all  grades,  the  1855-0  is  particularly  sel¬ 
dom  seen  in  AU  or  finer  preservation.  In  fact,  typically  a  long  span 
elapses  between  auction  offerings. 


846  1856  AU-55.  Not  a  rare  date  in  lower  conditions,  but  fairly  elusive 
in  AU  state. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


847  1856-C  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Small  planchet  defect  in  right  reverse  field. 
Low-mintage  issue.  Scarce  in  all  grades. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  October  11,  1935. 


842  1855  EF-45. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  January  17,  1960. 
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"Rarest  of  Trio"  1856-0  $5 


848  1856-0  EF-40.  A  few  light  obverse  marks.  David  Akers  character¬ 
izes  this  as  the  rarest  of  the  trio  of  rare  New  Orleans  Mint  half  ea¬ 
gles  from  the  mid  1850s. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


849  1856-S  Medium  S.  EF-45.  A  scarce  San  Francisco  issue,  scarcer  than 
the  fairly  generous  mintage  would  suggest. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 

850  1857  VF-30.  A  scarce  coin  in  any  condition,  despite  catalogue  list¬ 
ings  to  the  contrary. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  January  17,  1960. 


Exceptional  1858  Half  Eagle 


851  1857-C  EF-45.  A  scarce  Charlotte  Mint  issue  of  which  31,360  were 
struck. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  December  12,  1909,  to  Albert  Holden. 


854  1858  MS-60  to  63.  A  small  reverse  rim  mark  is  scarcely  noticeable. 
Very  elusive  in  this  high  grade. 

From  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  April  1956, 
Lot  2096. 


855  1858-C  EF-40.  A  sharp  and  pleasing  specimen  of  the  grade. 
From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


AU  1858-D  Half  Eagle 


852  1857-0  EF-40.  Scarce  issue;  mintage  just  13,000  pieces.  Elusive  in 
any  grade. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 

853  1857-S  EF-40.  A  sharp  piece  with  some  original  mint  lustre  still 
remaining. 

From  Richard  Picker,  circa  1960. 


856  1858-D.  A  sharp  piece  with  some  lustre  still  remaining  in  protect¬ 
ed  areas. 


857  1858-S  VF-30.  An  underrated  date,  as  are  all  San  Francisco  half  ea¬ 
gles  from  this  point  through  1875,  per  the  findings  of  David  Akers. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  Peter  Mo u gey  Collection,  Septem¬ 
ber  1910,  lot  1114. 
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1859  Proof  $5  Rarity 


858  1859  Proof-63.  A  few  hairlines  keep  this  out  of  a  higher  classifica¬ 
tion.  Brilliant,  bright  yellow-gold  surfaces. 

It  is  believed  that  just  seven  or  eight  Proofs  exist,  including  one 
in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  one  in  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  and  two  in  the  Royal  London  Mint  Collection.  Apparent¬ 


ly  only  three  or  four,  if  indeed  that  many,  are  in  private  hands,  one 
of  which  we  sold  in  October  1982  as  part  of  the  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion.  A  fantastic  coin  which  will  attract  the  deserved  attention  of 
specialists. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lit  254. 
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859  1859-C  EF-45.  With  reverse  lightly  defined  as  on  all  authentic  speci¬ 
mens.  Popular  Charlotte  issue. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  254. 


As  noted  earlier  in  this  catalogue,  the  King  Farouk  Collection  was  lotted  in  a  rather 
casual  (to  say  the  least)  manner,  with  great  rarities  lumped  with  common  coins,  and 
in  other  instances  strings  of  great  rarities  all  put  together  in  a  single  lot.  Lot  254  of  the 
Farouk  Sale  was  quite  memorable  and  included  numerous  half  eagle  rarities. 


Exceptional  1859-D  Half  Eagle 


860  1859-D  AU-55,  partially  prooflike.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  this 
low-mintage  Dahlonega  issue.  Just  10,366  were  struck. 


Elusive  1859-S  Half  Eagle 


861  1859-S  EF-40.  A  very  scarce  issue,  one  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
has  appeared  at  auction  only  about  a  third  as  many  times  as  the 
lower-mintage  1859-D!  Tradition  dies  hard  in  numismatics,  and  the 
1859-S  is  still  listed  at  what  virtually  amounts  to  a  "type"  price. 
Herein,  and  many  places  elsewhere,  lie  opportunities. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  254. 
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1860  Proof  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


862  1860  Proof-63.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  few  tiny  lint  marks,  as  made, 
appear  under  magnification,  including  one  between  the  fifth  and 
sixth  stars.  Some  areas  of  dark  toning  are  seen  among  a  few  den¬ 
ticles  on  the  reverse. 

Although  many  Mint  records  report  that  62  Proofs  were  struck, 
apparently  many  if  not  most  were  melted.  Only  about  10  survive 


today,  of  which  two  are  in  the  American  Numismatic  Society  and 
Smithsonian  Institution  collections.  The  1860  half  eagle  is  an  ex¬ 
treme  rarity,  and  once  this  piece  is  sold  it  may  be  years  until  an¬ 
other  crosses  the  auction  block. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  254. 
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863  1860-C  EF-45.  The  reverse  has  light  impression  of  details,  as  always 
on  authentic  pieces.  Interestingly,  the  piece  was  struck  in  a  wider 
than  normal  collar,  not  wide  enough  to  be  a  Broad  Mill,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  a  "Medium  Mill'— measuring  22.0mm. 

From  Elmer  Sears  to  Albert  Holden,  circa  1908-1910. 

The  diameter  of  the  piece  just  mentioned  points  out  that  much  research  is  yet  to  be 
done  in  this  field.  Undoubtedly  new  discoveries  will  be  made,  and  new  categories  can 
be  created,  perhaps  linking  strings  of  production  within  certain  Mints  and  for  certain 
groups  of  years. 


Prooflike  1860-D  Half  Eagle 


Among  The  Finest  Known  1860-S  $5 


865  1860-S  AU-50.  A  superb  piece,  exceeded  only  by  the  Eliasberg  coin 
(AU-55  to  MS-60)  by  pieces  we  have  handled.  David  Akers  notes 
(in  a  book  written  before  the  Eliasberg  Collection  came  on  the  mar¬ 
ket)  that  he  had  never  seen  a  strictly  graded  AU  specimen.  Here 
is  a  major  condition  rarity,  another  prize  for  the  connoisseur. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  254. 


864  1860-D  AU-58  to  MS-60,  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  a  quali¬ 
ty  rarely  seen.  A  prize  which  will  delight  the  connoisseur.  Mint¬ 
age:  14,635  pieces. 

From  the  King  Farouk  sale,  1954,  Lot  254. 


866  1861  AU-50.  Not  particularly  rare  in  the  context  of  issues  of  its  era, 
but  quite  attractive.  A  nice  candidate  for  a  type  set. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  254. 


867  1861-C  EF-40.  A  rare  issue,  the  last  half  eagle  of  the  Charlotte  Mint. 
Just  6,789  were  minted,  the  lowest  production  figure  of  any  Char¬ 
lotte  Mint  coin  of  this  denomination. 

This  particular  specimen  was  featured  in  the  1987  ANA  mid-winter  convention  issue 
of  Coin  World,  a  picture  of  the  piece  having  been  supplied  to  that  publication  upon  re¬ 
quest  by  our  staff  photographer,  Cathy  Dumont 
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868  1861-D  MS-60  or  finer.  A  superb  specimen,  struck  in  a  medium 
collar  (22.0mm.),  with  wide  rims.  One  of  the  finest  known  exam¬ 
ples  of  this,  the  most  famous  of  all  later  Dahlonega  issues,  a  piece 
which  may  have  been  made  by  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Before  Confederate  forces  seized  the  Dahlonega  Mint  in  1861,  half 
eagle  production  had  commenced  to  the  extent  of  1,597  pieces.  After 
that  time  an  estimated  several  hundred  additional  pieces  were  struck 
by  the  Confederacy,  bringing  the  total  to  perhaps  2,500  coins.  There 


is  no  way  that  the  Confederate  coins  can  be  told  from  the  Union 
ones,  but  the  possibility  is  haunting,  and  thus  all  1861-S  half  ea¬ 
gles  have  a  connection  proximate  or  actual  with  the  Confederate 
States  of  America. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  254. 

The  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  Mints  closed  their  doors  in  1861 ,  and  after  the  Civil 
War  ended  they  never  were  used  for  striking  coins  again.  Thus  ended  an  interesting  chap¬ 
ter  in  United  States  gold  coinage  history,  that  of  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  Mintv 
1838-1861. 


Landmark  1861-D  “Confederate"  Half  Eagle 
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869  1861-S  VF-20,  lightly  polished  years  ago.  A  very  scarce  variety  which 
has  appeared  at  auction  relatively  few  times  over  the  years. 
From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  254. 


1862  Proof  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


870  1862  Proof-63.  Kept  from  a  higher  grade  only  by  a  few  hairlines. 
Bright,  glittering  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  great  rarity. 

Although  35  specimens  are  reported  to  have  been  struck,  only 
a  dozen  or  so  can  be  traced  today,  several  of  which  are  in  museum 
collections.  The  desirabililty  of  this  particular  date  is  compounded 


by  the  fact  that  it  may  be  true  that  no  Uncirculated  1862  half 
eagles— business  strikes— exist,  thereby  placing  demand  on  the  few 
available  Proofs. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  254. 
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1862-S  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


8/ 1  1862-S  EF-40.  A  very  elusive  coin,  “one  of  the  really  great  rarities 
of  the  half  eagle  series,"  notes  David  Akers.  Although  9,500  were 
minted,  very  few  survive  today.  This  piece  is  a  fantastic  sleeper, 
greatly  unappreciated,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  a  great  value  for 
its  next  owner,  no  matter  what  he  or  she  pays  for  it. 

From  the  King  Farouk  sale,  1954,  Lot  254. 


Exceedingly  Rare  1863  Proof  $5 


872  1863  Proof-64/63.  A  splendid  specimen  with  brilliant  surfaces. 
Around  the  bottom  border  is  an  area  of  brown  toning,  from  the 
copper  alloy  in  the  metal. 

Just  30  Proofs  were  reported  to  have  been  struck,  of  which  only 
10  or  so  survive  today.  Four  of  these  are  described  by  Walter  Breen 
as  being  impaired,  and  two  additional  pieces  are  in  the  Smithso¬ 
nian  Institution  and  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  Here,  then, 
is  another  remarkable  opportunity,  one  which  is  accented  by  the 
fact  that  business  strikes  of  the  same  date  are  exceedingly  scarce. 
David  Akers  found  that  just  one  Proof  appeared  on  the  market  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  1959-1979,  or  a  full  generation! 

From  the  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  254. 

During  (he  Civil  War,  Proof  coins  were  available  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  only  by  pay¬ 


ing  an  additional  premium  for  them  in  terms  of  greenbacks.  In  order  to  acquire  Proof 
gold  coins,  one  had  to  exchange  like  for  like,  other  coins  plus  a  Proofing  fee.  If  it  was 
desired  to  pay  in  paper  money,  then  a  stiff  additional  premium  had  to  be  paid  in  order 
to  reflect  the  depreciation  of  Union  paper  money  during  the  height  of  the  conflict.  Addi¬ 
tional  information  is  given  in  the  book.  The  History  of  United  States  Coinage. 

Specie  payments— silver  and  gold  coins— were  suspended  in  the  summer  of  1862  and 
remained  suspended  for  a  decade.  During  this  time,  silver  and  gold  coins  were  minted 
in  relatively  small  quantities  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Those  that  were  struck  were  pre¬ 
served  in  Treasury  vaults  for  the  most  part,  or  were  used  in  export  transactions. 

Gold  coins  were  struck  in  greater  quantities  at  San  Francisco,  an  area  which  was  suffi¬ 
ciently  distant  from  the  Civil  War  that  the  monetary  situation  was  different.  Many  San 
Francisco  coins  were  exported,  particularly  to  the  Orient,  and  those  that  weren't  received 
harsh  use  in  the  channels  of  commerce.  During  the  1860s  there  was  not  a  single  numis¬ 
matist  who  was  the  slightest  bit  interested  in  setting  aside  coins  with  S  mintmarks  As 
a  result,  nearly  all  San  Francisco  gold  coins  of  this  year  are  much,  much  scarcer  than 
the  mintages  indicate,  and  in  higher  grades  they  are  extreme  rarities. 
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Undervalued  1863-S  $5 


873  1863-S  EF-40.  Another  scarce  and  considerably  undervalued  coin. 
From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  254. 


874  1864  EF-45.  A  sharp  example  of  an  issue  which  is  scarce  in  any  grade. 
From  J.C.  Morgenthau,  June  13,  1936. 


Possibly  Unique  Uncirculated  1864-S  Half  Eagle 


875  1864-S  MS-64  or  finer.  A  superb  coin,  well  struck,  and  very  frosty, 
from  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  and  possibly  the  only  Un¬ 
circulated  specimen  known  to  exist.  The  Melish  coin  is  the  only 
piece  recorded  in  David  Aker's  survey.  The  Eliasberg  Collection  coin, 
sold  by  us  October  1982,  had  an  EF-40  obverse  and  Choice  VF-30 
reverse. 

The  obtaining  of  an  Uncirculated  example  of  the  1864-S  half 


eagle  in  your  lifetime  may  well  be  predicated  upon  your  success 
in  acquiring  Lot  875. 

Although  it  is  redundant  to  mention  here,  the  desirability  of  the 
Uncirculated  piece  is  accented  by  the  fact  that  no  AU  pieces  were 
recorded  by  David  Akers,  and  only  a  handful  of  lesser  condition 
examples  are  known. 

From  Abe  Kosoff  sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  1956,  Lot  2122. 
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Gem  Proof  1865  Half  Eagle 


876  1865  Proof-64.  Separated  from  a  higher  classification  by  a  tiny  mark 
on  the  cheek  of  Miss  Liberty.  A  glittering,  gem  coin. 

Here  again  is  another  rarity.  Just  25  specimens  are  reported  to 
have  been  struck,  of  which  only  seven  or  eight  are  known  to  exist, 
of  which  at  least  two  are  in  museums  (the  Smithsonian  Institution 


and  the  American  Numismatic  Society). 

The  desirability  of  the  Proof  1865  is  increased  by  the  extremely 
low  related  business  strike  mintage  of  1,270  coined.  Thus,  the  1865 
half  eagle  is  a  rarity  in  any  condition.  Another  exceedingly  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 


877  1866  With  Motto.  EF-45.  A  coin  which  is  scarce  in  all  grades. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 

rhis  is  the  first  year  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse  above  the  eagle.  The 
price  paid  to  Morgenthau  in  1936  was  $25,  or  five  times  its  face  value,  a  very  strong  fig¬ 
ure  for  a  circulated  half  eagle  at  the  time,  reflective  that  the  issue  was  elusive  then,  as 
it  is  of  course  today. 


878  1866-S  With  Motto.  EF-45.  An  issue  which  is  very  scarce  in  all 
grades.  "Most  specimens  are  VF  or  worse,"  notes  David  Akers. 
From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 
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879  1867  EF-45.  A  sharp  example  of  still  another  very  scarce  half  eagle, 
a  coin  which  by  and  large  is  unappreciated  in  popular  price  guides, 
as  is  true  of  so  many  American  gold  coins  of  the  era. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


880  1868  Proof-64.  A  Gem  Proof  separated  from  Proof-65  only  by  a  few 
trivial  marks.  On  the  reverse  rim  are  a  couple  of  toning  areas,  due 
to  the  copper  alloy. 

Proofs  of  this  issue  are  exceedingly  rare,  and  only  about  a  dozen 


are  known,  from  just  25  struck.  Some  of  these  are  impounded  in 
museum  collections.  Here  is  another  exceedingly  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 

From  the  Schulman-Kreisberg  sale  of  February  16,  1961,  Lot  1203. 


Gem  Proof  1868  Half  Eagle 
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881  1868- S  EF-40.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago. 

From  Neu.'  Netherlands  Com  Company's  sale  of  June  12,  1957,  Lot  446. 


Gem  Proof  1869  Half  Eagle 


882  1869  Proof-63  to  64.  A  splendid,  glittering  Proof  specimen  of  this 
very  scarce  issue.  Just  25  Proofs  were  made,  of  which  only  about 
a  dozen  specimens  can  be  traced,  including  pieces  in  museum  col¬ 
lections.  The  desirability  of  the  issue  is  compounded  by  the  relat¬ 


ed  low  business  strike  mintage  of  just  1,760  pieces,  making  the  1869 
half  eagle  a  rarity  in  any  grade.  In  fact,  in  his  research  David  Ak¬ 
ers  could  trace  the  auction  appearance  of  just  one  Uncirculated  coin 
during  the  period  under  study. 
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883  1870  EF-45.  A  sharp  example  of  this  low-mintage  date. 


884  1871  EF-45.  Still  another  scarce  half  eagle  of  the  era,  this  issue  is 
produced  to  the  extent  of  only  3,200  business  strikes.  Examples  are 
elusive  in  all  grades. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  on  November  12,  1909. 


885  1871-CC  VF-30.  A  very  nice  example,  sharp  throughout  except  on 
the  eagle's  neck,  as  typical.  Scarce  and  popular  Carson  City  issue. 

Duplicate  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  sold  as  part  of  the  “Lee"  Col¬ 
lection,  later  appearing  in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  June 
12,  1957,  Lot  449. 


886  1871-S  VF-30.  Another  scarce  issue— and  still  another  unappreciated 
half  eagle  from  this  era. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


887  1872  EF-45.  Some  scattered  obverse  scratches  which  blend  in  with 
the  coin's  surface  but  which  are  readily  visible  under  magnifica¬ 
tion.  A  very  scarce,  seldom-seen  half  eagle,  with  a  business  strike 
mintage  of  just  1,660  coined. 


888  1872-S  EF-40.  “In  full  EF  grade  the  date  of  the  issue  is  very  rare, 
and  I  have  just  seen  a  few  at  that  level,"  notes  David  Akers.  Again, 
here  is  c  sleeper,  a  piece  which  from  catalogue  listings  do  not  seem 
to  be  all  that  rare,  but  when  one  checks  into  it  the  issue  proves 
to  be  elusive. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 

889  1873  Open  3.  Value  of  M2.  More  completely  described  as  EF-40, 
with  early  damage,  subsequently  polished  to  conceal  the  damage. 

From  A.J.  Fink,  June  10,  1953. 


890  1874  EF-45  to  AU-50,  prooflike.  A  splendid  specimen  of  still  anoth¬ 
er  scarcity  among  half  eagles.  Just  3,508  were  minted,  and  only  a 
few  dozen  can  be  traced  today. 


At  the  risk  of  being  repetitive,  we  note  that  here  again  is  an  issue  of  which  catalogue 
values  at  virtually  a  "type"  price— little  more  than  a  common  issue  of  the  period— but 
yet  is  a  classic  rarity.  The  implication,  of  course,  is  that  here  is  a  sleeper. 


891  1874-CC  VF-30.  Popular  Carson  City  issue. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 

892  1874-S  F-15  to  VM0. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  pedigree  subsequently 
described,  where  it  was  catalogued  as:  "Very  Fine,  lower  half  of 
S  weak  (mintmark  obliquely  punched  into  the  die).  While  we  note 
that  exactly  16,000  were  coined,  this  is  a  major  sleeper.  Although 
the  Very  Fine  “World's  Greatest  Collection"  and  Atwater  lots  were 
on  a  par  with  this  coin,  the  Dr.  Green  Menjou  pieces  were  only 
Very  Good.  We  have  hunted  high  and  low  for  other  records,  and 
find  that  the  Dunham,  Flanagan,  Hall,  Wharton,  Mason  Williams, 
''Memorable,''  Golden  Jubilee,  Davis-Graves,  Peake,  Baldenhofer, 
and  Melish  offerings  all  lacked  this  mintmark." 

A  duplicate  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  sold  as  part  of  the  “Lee"  Col¬ 
lection,  Eot  1438,  subsequently  in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale 
of  June  12,  1957,  Lot  452. 

After  reading  the  preceding  description,  we  hope  you  will  agree  with  the  cataloguer 
that  it  is  indeed  incredible  to  take  from  the  shelf  a  copy  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  and  find  that  in  VF  grade  that  the  piece  is  listed  at  $250,  a  "type"  price,  and  among 
the  lowest  priced  of  its  era! 

With  all  of  the  writing  that  is  being  done  on  the  numismatic  potential  of  coins,  we 
respectfully  suggest  that  certain  writers  may  wish  to  turn  their  attention  to  such  19th- 
century  issues  as  this— pieces  which  are  truly  rare  and  which  are  sleepers.  The  only  prob¬ 
lem  with  this,  of  course,  is  that  from  a  promotional  viewpoint,  investment  writing  on 
this  will  not  "pay  its  way,"  for  an  1874-S  half  eagle  is  sufficiently  elusive  that  no  one  will 
ever  be  able  to  accumulate  a  good  working  inventory  of  them. 


893  1875-CC  VF-20.  Scarce  in  all  grades.  Lightly  struck  on  the  obverse, 
as  is  always  the  case  with  authentic  specimens. 


894  1875-S  VF-30,  with  qualifications.  We  always  enjoyed  reading  the 
catalogues  of  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  "the  good 
old  days,"  so  now  we'll  let  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  do  the  cataloguing  work 
for  us  30  years  later— by  quoting  his  1957  sale  description:  "1875-S. 
Lower  part  of  motto  ribbon  gone  (die  weakly  cut).  Very  Fine  and 
sharp,  but  with  several  serious  obverse  nicks.  Very  low  emission 
of  only  9,000  pieces.  The  Menjou  and  Melish  coins  were  only  VG; 
lacking  in  most  of  the  big  sales." 

A  duplicate  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  later  in  the  " Lee "  Collection 
sale,  then  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company’s  sale  of  June  12,  1957,  Lot  454. 
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Key  1876  Half  Eagle 


895  1876  AU-50.  Enough  Proof  surface  still  remains  in  protected  areas 
to  suggest  that  this  coin  is  one  of  the  45  Proofs  struck  this  year; 
a  piece  that  was  “spent"  in  or  around  the  time  of  production. 

just  1,477  half  eagles  of  this  date  were  minted,  including  45  Proofs. 
The  1876  is  rare  in  all  grades,  and  only  occasionally  does  a  speci¬ 
men  cross  the  auction  block. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  October  14,  1936. 


Lowest-Mintage  Carson  City  $5 


1877  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


897  1877  EF-45,  prooflike.  Actually,  this  is  a  circulated  Proof,  one  of  the 
20  Proofs  minted;  a  coin  which  was  put  into  circulation,  probably 
shortly  after  the  time  of  mintage  (see  footnote). 

The  1877  half  eagle  is  a  great  rarity  in  this  series.  Just  1,152  were 
minted,  including  only  20  Proofs,  giving  it  the  status  of  being  the 
lowest-mintage  Coronet  half  eagle  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  1875.  The  issue  is  a  rarity  in  any  grade. 

The  mintages  of  Proof  gold  coins  of  the  19th  century  must  be  taken  with  a  very  large 
grain  of  salt.  First,  of  those  minted,  it  is  apparent  that  many  examples  of  various  issues 
were  never  distributed  but  were  simply  returned  to  the  melting  pot.  Of  those  that  were 
sold,  numerous  pieces  were  "spent,"  in  an  era  in  which  gold  coins  had  little  resale  value 
on  the  market.  As  incredible  as  it  may  seem  today,  as  late  as  1920,  a  Proof  double  eagle 
of,  say,  the  1890s  could  be  bought  for  $21  to  $25 — so  one  could  expect  that  a  dealer's 
buying  price  would  be  scarcely  more  than  face  value.  So,  it  was  much  more  expedient 
to  simply  "spend"  larger  denomination  Proof  gold  coins.  This  happened  to  countless 
examples  in  the  $5,  $10,  and  $20  series,  although  lesser  denominations  were  not  immune 
to  the  practice. 


896  1876-CC  VF-30,  with  qualifications.  Again,  well  put  our  friend  John 
Ford  to  work,  30  years  later:  "1876-CC.  Very  Fine.  Cleaned,  except 
for  a  few  obverse  handling  marks,  the  most  prominent  upon 
Liberty's  upper  lip.  By  far  the  rarest  Carson  City  half  eagle  in  terms 
of  numbers  made,  the  issue  consisting  of  only  6,887  coined.  Pur¬ 
chased  from  Hans  Schulman  in  July  1953,  later  'Lee'  1410  as  'Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine.'  The  Melish  specimen  commanded  $36  against  a  $32.50 
estimate,  one  of  the  few  lots  in  Indianapolis  to  exceed  its  touted 
valuation." 

From  Hans  Schulman,  later  appearing  in  the  "Lee"  Collection,  later 
in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  June  12,  1957,  Lot  455. 


Rare  1877-CC  Half  Eagle 


898  1877-CC  VF-30  or  finer.  A  very  attractive  specimen,  earlier  described 
by  John  Ford  as  “a  bright,  clean  coin,  almost  completely  free  of  blem¬ 
ishes."  The  1877-CC  is  elusive  in  all  grades. 

Believed  to  be  from  the  William  F.  Dunham  Collection,  Mehl,  1941, 
later  appearing  in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  June  12,  1957, 
Lot  457. 


899  1878  MS-60  to  63,  partially  prooflike.  Not  a  great  rarity,  but  certainly 
attractive  in  this  preservation. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  March  30,  1953,  Lot  1663. 

900  1878-S  EF-40.  Not  common  in  this  grade. 

901  1879  AU-55. 


902  1879-CC  AU-55.  One  of  17,281  Carson  City  issues  struck  this  yt?dr. 
Scarce  in  this  high  grade,  far  more  so  than  in  lower  states  of 
preservation. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  October  11,  1935. 
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903  1879-S  MS-60  to  63.  A  sharp  specimen  with  partial  prooflike  surface. 
From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Baldenhofer  Collection,  November  1955,  Lot 
1346. 


Underrated  Proof  1880  Half  Eagle 


904  1880  Proof-63/64.  A  superb  specimen  with  bright,  glittering  surfaces. 

Although  36  Proofs  were  struck,  most  have  disappeared  over  the 
years.  David  Akers  notes  that  "Proofs  are  very  rare,  more  so  than 
any  of  the  dates  that  follow;  they  have  appeared  at  auction  less 
often  than  any  date  after  1859  except  for  the  extremely  rare  and 
underrated  1861,  1870,  1871,  and  1874,"  while  Walter  Breen  adds 


to  this  by  describing  the  issue  as  "exceedingly  rare,  no  recent 
records— do  as  many  as  nine  survive?" 

Here,  then,  is  a  major  rarity,  a  piece  so  rare  that  possibly  fewer 
than  10  exist,  including  those  in  museum  collections.  An  exceed¬ 
ingly  important  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  and  the  specialist. 
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905  1880-CC  AU-58.  A  tiny  rim  nick  and  an  equally  unimportant  plan- 
chet  mark  on  the  neck  of  Miss  Liberty  are  noted.  Mintage:  51,017 
pieces. 

From  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  April  1956, 
Lot  2173. 

Thomas  G.  Melish,  a  Cincinnati  numismatist  who  is  perhaps  best  remembered  for 
the  shenanigans  in  connection  with  the  1936  Cincinnati  half  dollar,  but  who  also  had 
his  share  of  publicity  with  the  ANA  convention  held  in  the  city  a  few  years  later,  appar¬ 
ently,  after  his  death,  had  his  name  used  on  the  cover  of  the  catalogue,  but  we  have 
been  given  to  understand  that  the  collection  itself  was  consigned  by  a  Los  Angeles-area 
numismatist  and  was  not  the  property  of  Melish.  If  any  readers  care  to  elaborate  on  this 
footnote  in  numismatic  history,  we'd  be  pleased  to  learn  further. 

906  1880-S  AU-58.  "Very  common  in  all  grades,  including  Choice  Un¬ 
circulated"  notes  David  Akers.  (It's  only  fair  that  when  we  quote 
David  on  great  rarities,  we  occasionally  quote  him  on  "common" 
coins  as  well!) 


907  1881  MS-63.  Not  a  rare  coin,  but  certainly  an  attractive  appearing 
one. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company’s  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection, 
June  1955,  -Lot  389. 


908  1881-CC  AU-50.  Still  another  sleeper  in  the  series  is  this  issue,  de¬ 
scribed  by  David  Akers  as  "a  very  rare  coin  in  any  condition,  but 
for  some  unknown  reason  it  has  received  little  recognition  as  a  rar¬ 
ity;  it  is  by  far  the  rarest  Carson  City  half  eagle  after  1878,  and,  in 
fact,  is  fully  in  the  same  rarity  class  as  the  dates  from  1871  to  1877." 

909  1881-S  VF-30. 

910  1882  AU-55. 


911  1882-CC  AU-58.  An  attractive  example  of  this  popular  issue,  not 
a  rarity,  but  in  demand  due  to  the  Carson  City  mintmark.  Mintage 
of  82,817  pieces. 

From  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  May  1,  1955. 

912  1882- S  AU-55  to  MS-60. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection, 
June  1955,  Lot  392. 
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Gem  Proof  1883  $5  Rarity 


1883 


913  1883  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  a  very  scarce  coin.  Al¬ 
though  61  Proofs  were  reported  to  have  been  minted,  it  is  believed 
that  only  two  dozen  or  so  are  known,  and  the  actual  figure  may 
be  closer  to  20.  Of  those,  probably  no  more  than  a  half  dozen  would 
merit  the  Proof-65  designation  by  today's  extremely  strict  grading 


interpretations.  Here,  then,  is  another  fantastic  opportunity  for  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist. 

From  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  April  1956, 
Lot  2194. 
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Remarkable  1883-CC  Half  Eagle 


914  1883-CC  AU-50.  Remarkable  specimen  of  a  "very  rare  and  under¬ 
rated  in  all  grades'  issue  (per  David  Akers).  The  remarkable  part 
comes  from  the  rarity  in  higher  grades:  in  AU  or  better  condition, 
the  same  researcher  was  able  to  find  just  four  auction  records  over 
a  span  of  decades!  Here,  then,  is  still  another  coin  the  connois¬ 
seur  will  appreciate. 

We  point  out  thatA  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  lists  this  piece  at  just  $950  in  AU 
grade.  This  isn't  the  fault  of  that  familiar  red-covered  reference  book,  for  the  book  is  sim¬ 
ply  reporting  market  activity.  The  situation,  as  stated  earlier,  is  the  market  itself  has  been 
completely  asleep  on  the  true  rarity  of  many  half  eagles  of  this  era. 


915  1885  AU-55. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau,  December  10,  1935. 

916  1885- S  EF-45. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


Superb  Proof  1886  Half  Eagle 


917  1886  Proof-64.  A  few  toning  areas  are  evident  on  the  obverse  rim. 
A  glittering  example  of  a  Proof  rarity;  only  about  25  to  30  pieces 
are  known  to  numismatists,  and  this  includes  a  number  impounded 
in  museum  collections.  Still  another  prize  for  the  knowing  buyer. 

From  Abe  Kosoff’s  sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  April  1956 
Lot  2206. 


918  1886  MS-60  to  63. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  September  9,  1955. 

919  1886  VF-30. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  Norwebs  endeavored  to  replace  lower-grade  coins  with  signifi¬ 
cantly  higher-grade  examples,  as  is  evidenced  by  this  piece,  a  coin  in  the  collection  which 
was  subsequently  replaced  by  a  Proof  (Lot  917  just  offered).  In  other  instances,  the  1885- S 
being  an  example  (Lot  916),  apparently  no  significantly  better  piece  ever  came  along. 

920  1886-S  EF-45. 


Famous  1887  $5  Rarity 


921  1887  Proof-55.  A  circulated  Proof.  This  is  one  of  the  most  famous 
half  eagles  and,  in  fact,  it  is  the  only  issue  in  the  entire  half  eagle 
series  that  was  struck  only  in  Proof  grade,  with  no  related  busi¬ 
ness  strike  mintage.  Just  87  Proofs  were  minted,  of  which  perhaps 
three  dozen  or  so  different  examples  can  be  traced  today.  In  the 
absence  of  business  strikes,  this  constitutes  the  entire  population 
for  the  date.  Thus,  the  offering  of  an  1887  half  eagle  is  a  particular¬ 
ly  significant  occurrence. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


922  1887- S  EF-45. 


Rare  Proof  1888  $5 


923  1888  Proof-63  or  finer,  kept  from  a  higher  classification  by  a  few 
stray  field  marks.  A  glittering,  attractive  example  of  a  coin  of  which 
perhaps  three  dozen  Proofs  still  survive. 

From  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  April  1956, 
Lot  2217. 
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924  1888-S  VF-30.  Although  this  issue  is  usually  considered  to  be  a  com¬ 
mon  one,  a  study  of  auction  appearances  reveals  that  it  is  not  so 
common  after  all.  However,  it  is  not  a  rarity  either— and  it  is  some¬ 
where  on  middle  ground. 

From  David  M.  Bullowa,  February  21,  1953. 

David  M.  Bullowa  was  a  well-known  dealer  in  his  time.  After  his  death,  his  widow 
Catherine  carried  on  the  business,  which  she  does  to  this  very  day. 

925  1889  AU-55.  An  attractive  example  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Just 
7,565  coins  were  struck. 


Rare  Proof  1890  Half  Eagle 


£89® 


926  1890  Proof-63  or  finer.  Bright,  attractive  surfaces.  Just  88  Proofs  were 
minted,  of  which  possibly  three  dozen  different  examples  exist  to¬ 
day,  including  those  in  museum  collections.  Seldom  seen,  and 
when  seen  often  a  part  of  old-time  collections  such  as  this. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  October  14,  1937. 


927  1890-CC  AU-50.  A  tiny  reverse  rim  nick  is  noted.  Much  lustre  still 
survives,  particularly  in  protected  areas. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection, 
June  1955,  Lot  403. 


Gem  Proof  1891  Half  Eagle 


928  1891  Proof-64  to  65.  A  tiny  toning  fleck  is  noted  on  an  obverse  den¬ 
ticle,  otherwise  we  would  call  it  full  Proof-65.  The  1891  is  a  fairly 
.  scarce  issue  in  all  grades,  and  in  Proof  state  it  is  a  rarity.  Perhaps 
30  Proofs  survive  from  the  original  Proof  striking  of  53  examples. 


929  1891-CC  AU-55.  This  Carson  City  issue  has  a  relatively  high  mint¬ 
age  of  208,000  pieces. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 

930  1892  AU-50. 


931  1892-CC  AU-55,  partially  prooflike.  A  very  attractive  example  of 
this  late  Carson  City  issue. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection, 
June  1955,  Lot  407. 


Rare  1892-0  Half  Eagle 


932  1892-0  AU-55.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  late  New  Orleans  is¬ 
sue,  the  first  New  Orleans  half  eagle  to  be  struck  following  the  Civil 
War.  Only  10,000  were  minted. 
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Some  numismatists  have  endeavored  to  put  together  a  group  of  later  New  Orleans 
halt  eagles,  which  consist  of  a  set  comprised  of  the  1892-0,  1893-0,  and  1894-0,  to  which 
the  presently  offered  1892-0  variety  is  the  key. 

933  1892-S  EF-40.  Scarcer  than  catalogue  values  indicate. 


934  1893  MS-60  to  63,  closer  to  the  latter  category.  A  small  area  of  cop¬ 
per  toning  appears  in  the  right  obverse  field. 

From  Nezv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  September  9,  1955. 


935  1893-CC  AU-50.  Last  issue  of  the  Carson  City  Mint. 

936  1893-0  EF-40.  Popular  late  issue  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 

937  1893- S  AU-55. 


Beautiful  Proof  1894  Half  Eagle 


938  1894  Proof-63/65.  Kept  from  an  overall  Proof-65  category  by  the  most 
trivial  of  trivial  marks  on  the  obverse,  a  little  line  in  front  of  the 
coronet.  Only  75  Proofs  were  minted,  of  which  fewer  than  two  doz¬ 
en  are  believed  to  exist  today,  including  those  in  museum 
collections. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  30,  1935. 


939  1894-0  AU-58. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  261. 

940  1894-S  VF-30.  A  scarce  and  neglected  issue,  much  more  elusive  than 
catalogue  values  indicate. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  261. 


Superb  Proof  1895  Half  Eagle 


941  1895  Proof-63  or  finer.  A  superb  specimen  with  brilliant,  glittering 
surfaces.  Another  Proof  rarity,  a  coin  of  which  81  were  minted,  but 
of  which  only  two  or  three  dozen  exist  today,  including  those  in 
museums. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  261. 


942  1895-S  VF-30.  Much  scarcer  than  catalogue  values  indicate. 
From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  261. 
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Gem  Proof  1896  Half  Eagle 


943  1896  Proof-64.  A  gem  specimen.  Here  is  still  another  opportunity 
for  the  specialist.  Although  103  Proofs  were  reported  to  have  been 
minted,  apparently  the  majority  of  them  were  never  distributed, 
for  this  date  is  sufficiently  rare  that  David  Akers  was  able  to  locate 
auction  appearances  of  just  14  specimens,  including  duplicate  ap¬ 
pearances  of  the  same  ones.  Definitely  this  is  a  sleeper  so  far  as 
Proof  half  eagles  are  concerned. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  261. 


944  1896-S  AU-55.  Very  scarce  in  this  condition,  far  scarcer  than  the 
mintage  figures  would  indicate.  One  has  but  to  refer  to  David  Ak¬ 
ers'  study,  which  dramatically  indicates  that  here  is  a  rarity. 
From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  261. 


Gem  Proof  1897  Half  Eagle 


945  1897  Proof-64.  A  glittering,  gorgeous  gem  example  of  this  scarce 
issue.  Only  a  couple  dozen  Proofs  or  so  are  known  from  83  origi¬ 
nally  struck.  Another  prime  rarity,  especially  in  this  lofty 
preservation. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  261. 


946  1897  AU-58. 

947  1897-S  value  of  AU-55,  but  actually  MS-63  with  some  obverse  and 
reverse  marks.  A  very  underrated  coin,  actually  a  rarity  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  preservation. 

From  the  King  Farouk  Collection,  1954,  Lot  261. 
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Gem  Proof  1898  Half  Eagle 


1898 


948  1898  Proof-64.  Still  another  glittering  gem  in  this  spectacular  offer¬ 
ing  of  Proof  half  eagles  from  the  Norweb  Collection.  Of  the  75  mint¬ 
ed,  probably  no  more  than  two  dozen  or  so  exist  today,  and  of  that 
number  very  few  can  match  the  present  one  in  quality.  A  marvelous 
opportunity  for  the  connoisseur. 


Gem  Proof  1899  Half  Eagle 


950  1899  Proof-64.  Still  another  gem  specimen,  another  rarity,  another 
Proof  of  which  a  couple  dozen  or  so  exist  in  all  of  numismatics. 
Again,  here  is  one  of  the  finest  survivors  of  its  rare  kind. 


951  1899-S  EF-45 


949  1898- S  VF-20. 
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Gem  Proof  1900  Half  Eagle 


952  1900  Proof-64.  Another  gem  Proof  specimen,  a  major  rarity,  although 
not  quite  so  rare  as  the  preceding.  Still,  in  face  of  the  great  demand 
for  such  pieces,  it  may  be  a  long  time  until  a  coin  of  comparable 
quality  comes  up  for  bidding  competition. 


953  1900-S  MS-60  to  63.  A  very  scarce  and  undervalued  issue,  as  rela¬ 
tively  few  Mint  State  specimens  are  known  to  exist. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


Gem  Proof  1901  Half  Eagle 


954  1901  Proof-64.  Still  another  glittering  gem  Proof  from  this  illustri¬ 
ous  lineup  of  high-quality  Proof  coins.  Only  140  Proofs  were  minted, 
of  which  just  a  couple  dozen  or  so  can  be  traced  today,  most  of 
which  are  below  this  one  in  quality. 


Direct-from-Mint  1901-S  $5 


955  1901-S  MS-64  to  65.  A  glittering,  frosty,  lustrous  coin  obtained  direct¬ 
ly  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  by  Albert  Holden,  in  the  year  of 
issue.  A  fantastic  pedigree,  equaled  by  few  other  half  eagles  in 
existence— with  the  only  other  similar  pedigrees  coming  to  mind 
being  those  connected  with  certain  gold  offerings  in  the  Eliasberg 
Collection. 

From  the  San  Francisco  Mint  at  the  time  of  coinage,  directly  to  Albert 
Holden. 

956  1902  MS-60. 


957  1902-S  MS-63.  A  frosty,  lustrous  coin. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection, 
June  1955,  Lot  426. 
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958  1903  Proof-50  to  55.  A  Proof  which  has  seen  limited  circulation,  a 
Proof  which  was  "spent,”  probably  around  the  time  of  issue.  Just 
154  Proofs  were  struck. 

959  1903-S  AU-55.  This  coin  was  "saved"  from  circulation  by  R.  Henry 
Norweb  in  1933,  at  the  time  the  government  was  calling  in  gold 
coins. 


Gem  Proof  1904  Half  Eagle 


960  1904  Proof-64.  A  gem  example  of  a  coin  of  which  just  136  Proofs 
were  struck.  The  opportunity  to  acquire  a  piece  of  such  extraordi¬ 
nary  quality  occurs  only  at  widely  spaced  intervals. 

From  the  Schulman-Kreisberg  Sale,  February  1961,  Lot  1234. 


a  great  deal  of  difference,  for  even  today,  as  noted  numerous  times 
earlier,  there  are  still  many  sleepers. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection, 
June  1955,  Lot  430. 


Gem  Proof  1905  Half  Eagle 


963  1905  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  of  an  issue  of  which  108  were 
coined.  Probably  no  more  than  a  half  dozen  or  so  Proofs  survived 
in  condition  equal  to  this  magnificent  example. 


964  1905-S  AU-58.  Mark  on  neck.  Relatively  unavailable  in  this  grade, 
although  common  enough  in  lower  grades. 


961  1904  EF-40. 


From  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention  Sale,  August 
1952,  Lot  4227. 


962  1904-S  AU-58.  This  is  the  coin  that  caused  quite  a  commotion  back 
in  1955  when  it  was  sold  in  the  Peake  Collection  Sale  by  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company.  The  issue,  previously  considered  to 
be  "common,"  had  been  overlooked  by  many  numismatists,  until 
this  identical  coin  came  up  for  competition.  This  particular  piece, 
more  than  other  half  eagle  offerings  of  the  time,  focused  aware¬ 
ness  on  how  scarce  certain  of  these  issues  are.  It  is  not  that  it  made 
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Gem  Proof  1906  Half  Eagle 


965  1906  Proof-65.  Here  is  a  piece  which  is  virtual  perfection,  save  for 
the  tiniest  mark  in  the  left  obverse  field.  Some  of  the  "new"  grades 
such  as  Proof-66,  Proof-67,  etc.,  could  easily  be  applied  to  a  coin 
such  as  this. 


966  1906  MS-60/63.  Not  a  scarce  date,  this  coin  may  be  a  candidate  for 
a  type  set. 

967  1906-D  AU-58.  First  year  of  half  eagle  coinage  from  the  newly- 
opened  Denver  Mint. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  Sale  of  August  1953,  Lot  1313. 

968  1906-S  AU-58.  Not  particularly  common  in  this  grade. 


Gem  Proof  1907  Half  Eagle 


969  1907  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  of  the  last  year  in  which  Coronet 
or  Liberty  Head  half  eagles  were  coined.  The  Proof  mintage  was 
low  this  year,  only  92  were  struck,  and  of  that  number  only  a  cou¬ 
ple  dozen  or  so  exist  today.  David  Akers  notes  that  the  Proof  1907 
half  eagles  are  the  scarcest  of  any  date  of  the  type  after  1899. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1907  $5 


970  1907  MS-65.  A  frosty,  gem  Uncirculated  coin  which  was  acquired 
by  AlberrF.  Holden  at  the  time  of  issue. 


971  1907-D  MS-60. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 

9U1  1908  Coronet  or  Liberty  Head  type.  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Last  year  of 
the  design  type. 


Matte  Proof  1908  Indian  Head 


973  1908  Indian.  Matte  Proof-64.  Separated  from  Proof-65  by  a  tiny  line 
extending  downward  from  the  sixth  star.  Otherwise  the  piece  is 
virtual  perfection. 

This  is  the  first  year  of  the  Indian  Head  type,  and  the  first  year 
with  the  Sandblast  or  Matte  Proof  finish. 

This  design  was  the  work  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  a  Boston  sculptor 
who  was  contacted  by  William  Sturgis  Bigelow,  who  was  working 
on  behalf  of  Theodore  Roosevelt  to  secure  someone  to  continue 
Saint-Gaudens'  work  after  the  artist  died.  Unique  in  American  coin¬ 
age,  the  1908  half  eagle  and  quarter  eagle  feature  designs  incuse 
or  recessed  into  the  field,  with  the  field  being  the  highest  part  of 
the  design,  rather  than  the  lowest. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1908  $5 


974  1908  MS-65.  A  gem  Uncirculated  example  which  is  believed  to  have 
been  obtained  by  Albert  Holden  at  the  time  of  issue. 

Those  interested  in  pursuing  the  history  of  the  1908  gold  coinage  would  do  well  to 
read  contemporary  issues  of  The  Numismatist,  for  many  editorial  comments  and  letters 
are  to  be  found. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1908-S  $5 


976  1908-S  MS-63.  Separated  from  MS-65  by  a  few  marks  visible  un¬ 
der  magnification.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  Important  due 
to  the  low  mintage  of  just  82,000  coins.  A  classic  item  among  early 
half  eagles  of  the  Indian  type. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1908-D  $5 


975  1908-D  MS-64.  A  frosty,  gem  Uncirculated  piece  believed  to  have 
been  acquired  by  Albert  Holden  at  the  time  of  issue. 
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1909  Roman  Finish  Proof  Gem 


977  1909  Roman  Finish  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  the  satiny  "Ro¬ 
man  Finish"  characteristic  of  pieces  of  this  year.  Just  78  were  mint¬ 
ed,  and  we  would  be  surprised  if  more  than  about  two  dozen  ex¬ 
ist.  A  major  rarity. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1909-D  $5 


978  1909-D  MS-63.  An  illustrious  example  of  this  early  Denver  Mint 
issue.  Not  a  rarity,  for  a  number  of  Choice  Uncirculated  pieces  ex¬ 
ist,  but  of  desirability  as  a  "type"  coin. 


Key  1909-0  Half  Eagle 


Duplicate  Rare  1909-0  Half  Eagle 


980  1909-0  EF-40.  Duplicate  of  the  preceding  and,  of  course,  just  as 
rare.  The  1909-0,  together  with  the  later  1929,  are  the  foremost  prizes 
in  the  series. 


Spectacular  Gem  1909-S  Half  Eagle 


981  1909-S  MS-65.  A  spectacular  gem  coin,  well  struck,  and  very  frosty, 
with  a  "halo"  of  light  copper  toning  around  the  rims.  In  this  grade, 
here  is  a  prime  rarity.  The  number  of  different  specimens  we  have 
seen  over  the  past  decades  could  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one 
hand,  with  fingers  left  over.  Disregard  catalogue  values  when  bid¬ 
ding  on  this  one,  for  this  is  sure  to  see  some  spectacular  action. 


979  1909-0  EF-40.  An  attractive  example  of  this  key  issue,  rarest  of  the 
early  Indian  Head  half  eagle  varieties. 
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1910  Roman  Finish  Gem  Proof  $5 


982  1910  Roman  Finish  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  with  the  satiny  "Ro¬ 
man  Finish"  characteristic  of  Proof  coins  of  this  year.  Again,  here 
is  a  major  rarity,  a  coin  of  which  perhaps  just  a  couple  dozen  speci¬ 
mens  are  known  to  exist.  Still  another  prize  for  the  connoisseur. 
It  may  be  a  long  time  until  another  is  presented  for  auction 
competition. 


Gem  1910- D  Half  Eagle 


983  1910-D  MS-65.  A  tiny  nick  on  the  cheek  is  noted,  otherwise  one 
could  grade  the  piece  even  higher.  Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
of  perhaps  a  half  dozen  examples  known  in  this  grade.  Worthy  of 
a  runaway  price! 


984  1910-S  EF-45. 

From  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  Sale  of  the  Peake  Collec¬ 
tion,  1955,  Lot  443 
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Gem  Proof  1911  Half  Eagle 


985  1911  Proof-65.  A  splendid  Matte  Proof  of  a  quality  rarely  seen. 
Again,  it  may  be  a  long  time  until  one  of  this  outstanding  preser¬ 
vation  is  presented  for  auction  competition. 

From  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  April  1956, 
Lot  2308. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1911-S  Half  Eagle 


987  1911-S  MS-63.  An  outstanding  example  which  in  this  grade  is  a 
prime  rarity.  It  has  been  our  experience  that  a  period  of  years  may 
elapse  between  MS-63  coins  of  this  variety  being  available  in  our 
sales.  Here  is  still  another  item  for  the  connoisseur,  another  illus¬ 
trious  member  of  a  group  of  half  eagles  that  will  be  forever  recalled 
by  specialists. 


986  1911-D  EF-45.  Scarce  variety. 

From  Stack's  on  June  12,  1953. 
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Gem  Proof  1912  Half  Eagle 


988  1912  Matte  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen,  one  of  the  finest  of  only  about 
two  dozen  known  to  exist.  Again,  here  is  a  rarity,  a  coin  which  if 
it  were  in  any  other  sale  would  be  a  landmark.  It  is  also  a  land¬ 
mark  in  this  sale,  but  in  spectacular  company— with  many  other 
landmarks!  Probably  fewer  than  two  dozen  exist. 

From  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  April  1956, 
Lot  2312. 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1914  $5 


993  1914  Gem  Matte  Proof-65.  A  splendid,  spectacular  specimen  of  this 
great  rarity.  Just  125  Proofs  were  minted,  of  which  about  two  doz¬ 
en  exist  today.  Again,  where  can  another  be  obtained?  It  may  be 
a  long  time  until  a  piece  of  comparable  quality  crosses  the  auction 
block. 

From  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection,  April  1956, 
Lot  2318. 


989  1912  MS-60  to  63.  An  illustrious  example  of  a  business  strike  of  this 
date. 

From  Neio  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection, 
June  1955,  Lot  447. 

990  1912-S  AU-55.  Very  scarce  in  this  condition,  as  most  survivors  are 
in  significantly  lower  grade. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Baldenhofer  Collection,  November  1955,  Lot  1417. 


994  1914-D  AU-58  or  finer.  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

From  fames  Kelly's  sale  of  June  1,  1953,  Lot  930. 

995  1914-S  EF-45.  A  scarce  mintmark  variety. 

From  Stack's  on  June  12,  1953. 


996  1915  AU-55. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  August  12,  1953,  Lot  1750. 


991  1913  AU-58.  997  1915-S  AU-50.  Fairly  scarce  in  all  grades. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  January  30,  1954,  Lot  1681. 

998  1916-S  EF-40. 

992  1913-S  VF-20.  From  Stack's  on  June  12,  1953. 

From  Stack's  on  June  20,  1953. 
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Classic  1929  Half  Eagle 


999  1929  MS-60  to  63.  A  frosty  specimen  of  this  great  classic,  the  prime 
rarity  among  Indian  Head  half  eagles,  a  coin  which  is  elusive  in 
any  grade.  Perhaps  a  couple  hundred  pieces  exist  totally  from  a 
mintage  of  662,000,  the  difference  being  explained  by  the  fact  that 
nearly  all  went  to  the  melting  pot  when  gold  coins  were  withdrawn 
in  1933. 


The  desirability  of  the  1929  is  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  this  is 
the  only  variety  of  Indian  Head  half  eagle  struck  after  1916-S.  For 
the  connoisseur  here  is  an  exceedingly  important  opportunity. 
From  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  February  14,  1953. 
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California  Fractional  Gold 


Over  the  years  California  small  denomination  gold  coins— 
pieces  bearing  the  denominations  25  cents,  50  cents,  and 
$1— have  attracted  the  attention  of  many  collectors  and 
others.  Although  the  research  done  by  R.H.  Burnie  in  the 
early  1950s  is  sometimes  consulted  today,  until  recently  the 
standard  references  in  the  field  consisted  of  California  Gold 
Dollars,  Half  Dollars,  and  Quarter  Dollars,  by  the  late  Kenneth 
W.  Lee,  and  the  more  recent  California  Fractional  Gold  volumes 
by  David  and  Susan  Doering.  California  Pioneer  Fractional 
Gold,  by  Walter  Breen,  with  the  collaboration  of  Ronald  J. 
Gillio,  has  shed  much  new  light  on  the  series,  including 
detailed  information  concerning  various  engravers,  methods 
of  production,  and  times  of  issue. 

Although  scattered  discoveries  of  gold  took  place  earlier, 
it  was  not  until  January  1848  that  the  stage  was  set  for  what 
was  to  become  known  as  the  Gold  Rush.  At  that  time  the 
precious  metal  was  discovered  at  Sutter's  Mill  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  River  at  Coloma,  California.  Although  the  owner  of  the 
property,  John  Sutter,  strived  to  contain  the  news,  so  as  to 
permit  the  orderly  operation  of  his  vast  farming  and  ranch¬ 
ing  acreage,  tales  quickly  spread.  Before  long,  tradesmen, 
laborers,  and  others  from  San  Francisco  and  neighboring 
areas  discontinued  their  activities  and  went  to  join  the  for¬ 
tune  seekers.  Sutter's  enterprises,  headquartered  at  New 
Helvetia  (or  Sutter's  Fort,  now  the  site  of  Sacramento),  lapsed 
into  disarray  as  his  workmen  left  for  the  banks  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  River,  shovels  and  picks  in  hand. 

San  Francisco  real  estate  dropped  in  value  precipitously 
as  there  were  few  people  willing  to  stay  in  the  city.  Some 
places  sold  for  half  the  price  of  a  few  months  earlier.  "Gone 
to  the  diggings,"  or  some  variation  of  this  sentiment,  was 
a  notice  commonly  seen  on  the  doors  of  houses  and  busi¬ 
ness  establishments.  Faced  with  the  lack  of  local  subscribers, 
two  San  Francisco  newspapers  expired  by  the  end  of  June 
1848.  In  a  final  editorial  comment,  one  of  the  papers  noted: 

The  whole  country  from  San  Francisco  to  Los  An¬ 
geles  and  from  the  seashore  to  the  base  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada  resounds  to  the  sordid  cry  of  Gold!  Gold!! 
Gold!!!  while  the  field  is  left  half  planted,  the  house 
half  built,  and  everything  neglected  but  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  shovels  and  pick  axes,  and  the  means  of  trans¬ 
portation  to  the  spot  where  one  man  obtained  $128 
worth  of  the  real  stuff  in  one  day's  washing,  and  the 
average  for  all  concerned  is  $20  per  diem. 

Even  $20  per  day,  which  was  on  the  low  side  of  most 
would-be  miners'  fantasies,  was  quadruple  or  more  the  aver¬ 
age  wage  in  the  area.  The  fever  was  fueled  by  many  tales, 
some  true  and  the  others  expanded  versions  of  ordinary  cir¬ 
cumstances.  On  the  Yuba  River,  as  gold  discoveries  spread 
far  beyond  the  original  American  River  site,  five  miners, 
working  as  a  group,  found  $75,000  worth  of  gold  in  three 
months.  For  a  group  of  Mormons  a  rich  gold  deposit  on  a 
branch  of  the  American  River  at  a  place  known  as  Spanish 
Bar  yielded  more  that  $1  million  worth  of  metal.  The  propri¬ 
etor  of  a  hotel  earned  about  $100  per  day  digging  in  his  base¬ 
ment!  Later,  at  Carson  Hill  in  Calaveras  County,  a  nugget 
weighing  approximately  150  pounds,  valued  at  $38,916,  came 
to  light,  while  numerous  lumps  of  gold  weighing  from  a 
pound  or  more  to  five  or  10  pounds  were  discovered. 


By  1849,  what  had  started  as  a  small  trickle  of  interest, 
which  grew  to  spread  throughout  California,  developed  into  i 
a  torrent.  As  accounts  were  published  in  Eastern 
newspapers,  vast  hordes  of  treasure  seekers  set  out  for  Cal¬ 
ifornia  by  sea  and  over  land.  From  Hawaii,  the  Philippines, 
Europe,  South  Africa,  and  other  points  of  the  globe  thou¬ 
sands  more  came. 

At  first  the  mixture  of  United  States,  Spanish,  and  other 
coins  in  circulation  in  the  San  Francisco  area  served  the 
needs  of  the  miners,  but  soon  shortages  developed.  The 
nearest  United  States  mint  was  at  New  Orleans,  a  distance 
that  involved  the  delay  of  several  months  between  the  ini¬ 
tial  communication  and  the  receipt  of  finished  coins.  Phila¬ 
delphia  was  even  more  remote.  The  pleas  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  area  and  other  California  merchants  for  the  United 
States  to  open  a  branch  mint  went  unheeded.  A  stopgap  was 
provided  beginning  in  1851  when  Augustus  Humbert,  offi¬ 
cial  United  States  Assayer  of  gold,  began  producing  $50 
slugs.  These  heavy  and  cumbersome  pieces  joined  other 
denominations,  mostly  ranging  from  $5  to  $20,  which  were 
produced  in  varying  degrees  of  quality  and  fineness  by  pri¬ 
vate  bankers,  assayers,  and  others. 

Small-denomination  coins  continued  to  remain  scarce  in 
circulation,  with  the  result  that  bar  bills,  minor  grocery  pur¬ 
chases,  and  other  small  transactions  were  often  conducted 
in  gold  dust,  either  by  weight  on  scales  (which  were  often 
inaccurate)  or  measured  casually  by  the  "pinch." 

It  is  believed  that  the  first  small-denomination  gold  coins 
made  their  appearance  in  1852.  The  Daily  Alta  California,  is¬ 
sue  of  August  25,  1852,  ran  a  dispatch  picked  up,  curiously, 
from  the  distant  New  Orleans  Picayune: 

We  were  shown  this  morning  a  gold  half  dollar,  Cal¬ 
ifornia  money,  which  is  so  much  like  the  United  States 
gold  dollar  piece  that  the  best  judges  would  be  com¬ 
pletely  deceived  at  a  first  glance.  The  half  dollar  piece 
is  lighter  in  color,  and  somewhat  smaller  in  diameter, 
than  the  dollar.  They  are  of  a  private  issue  and  have 
stamped  on  them,  HALF-DOLLAR  CALIFORNIA 
GOLD  1852." 

Walter  Breen  and  Ronald  Gillio  suggest  that  August  1852, 
the  date  of  the  newspaper  article,  may  represent  the  approx¬ 
imate  date  of  the  initial  appearance  of  such  pieces,  which 
are  believed  to  have  preceded  all  other  designs  of  small 
denominations. 

By  the  late  1850s  a  number  of  other  citations  emerged.  The 
cover  of  an  issue  of  Hodges'  Gold  and  Silver  Chart  Manual,  circai 
1858,  depicts  an  1853  Nouizillet  &  Co.  round  half  dollar  and 
values  it  at  48  cents  (the  current  estimated  market  price  in 
New  York).  An  1854  Frontier  &  Diviercy  octagonal  gold  dol¬ 
lar  was  pegged  at  98  cents  value.  Information  in  the  Nation¬ 
al  Archives  show  that  specimens  of  small  denominations  of 
California  gold  coinage  were  represented  in  the  Mint  Cabi¬ 
net  Collection  as  early  as  1859,  perhaps  even  much  earlier 
(for  quantities  of  /arge-denomination  California  gold  coinsi 
were  shipped  to  the  Mint  for  assay  years  earlier,  and  a  num-j 
ber  of  pieces  were  set  aside  for  the  collection;  the  same  treat-j 
ment  may  have  been  given  to  certain  small-denomination  i 
pieces  as  well). 

Peterson's  Complete  Coin  Book,  published  in  Philadelphia  in 
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1859,  illustrates  and  values  an  octagonal  quarter  of  the 
1853-1856  Frontier  &  Diviercy  type  with  a  beaded  circle  on 
the  reverse,  and  an  1856  piece  of  the  same  denomination  by 
the  same  maker,  as  well  as  an  1856  octagonal  half  dollar,  also 
by  the  same  issuer. 

Factual  information  dating  from  the  early  1850s  has  proven 
elusive,  although  Kenneth  W.  Lee,  in  the  1970  and  1979  edi¬ 
tions  of  his  book,  mentions  the  later  recovery  of  specimens 
from  the  steamer  Winfield  Scott,  which  sunk  on  December 
2,  1853.  The  event  is  described  in  the  later  Breen-Gillio  book 
as  follows: 

The  Winfield  Scott  (built  in  New  York  City,  1851,  for 
the  New  York  &  San  Francisco  Steamship  Company 
later  taken  over  by  the  Pacific  Mail  Line)  departed  San 
Francisco  December  1,  1853,  with  400  passengers  (many 
being  Army  officers  under  orders  to  return  East),  many 
sacks  of  mail,  and  $884,861.50  in  "treasure"  bound  for 
Panama,  under  Captain  Simon  F.  Blunt,  USN. 

On  December  2,  fog  reduced  visibility  to  zero.  About 
nine  in  the  evening  the  first  officer  entered  the  captain's 
cabin  with  the  request,  "Captain,  the  weather  is  dirty 
and  squally.  Shall  we  keep  her  out?"  The  prophetic  an¬ 
swer  was,  "No;  let  her  rip!" 

Shortly  before  midnight  she  struck  rocks,  bow  on, 
at  the  north  side  of  Anacapa  Island,  about  30  miles  off 
Santa  Barbara.  Backing  off,  she  lost  her  rudder  on  other 
rocks,  then  drifted  about  300  yards  to  smash  her  bow 
against  a  250-foot  bluff.  Captain  Blunt,  pistol  in  his 
hand  to  maintain  order,  evacuated  passengers,  provi¬ 
sions,  and  bedding  onto  a  tiny  uninhabited  island 
about  a  mile  west. 

On  December  4,  about  eight  in  the  morning,  the 
1,050-ton  steamer  California  rescued  the  ladies.  The 
Republic  reached  the  rest  on  December  10,  rescuing  part 
of  the  cargo  and  the  treasure.  Some  of  her  timbers 
washed  ashore  and  were  built  into  a  house  in  Santa 
Barbara  which  today  is  a  tourist  attraction. 

In  1963,  a  scuba  diver,  Glenn  E.  Miller,  located  the 
remainder  of  the  wreck,  and  on  weekends  he  and  three 
others  began  salvage  operations.  One  of  the  scuba  di¬ 
vers  brought  some  fractional  gold  coins  from  the  wreck 
into  Jack  Collins'  coin  shop  in  1963  but  would  neither 
sell  them  nor  talk  freely  about  their  source.  .  .  ." 

The  Breen-Gillio  text  goes  on  to  discuss  further  aspects  of 
he  Winfield  Scott  pieces  and  recites  stories  about  the  event 
vhich  have  appeared  in  print. 

The  same  writers  divide  California  fractional  gold  issues 
nto  three  eras.  Period  One  coins  were  produced,  either  dat¬ 
'd  or  undated,  during  the  years  from  1852  through  1856. 
dany  of  these  are  of  nearly  the  correct  weight  for  the  de¬ 
nomination  and,  when  seen  today,  show  signs  of  use.  Jay 
toe,  prominent  researcher  in  the  field,  has  analyzed  the 
netallic  content  and  has  found  that  most  issues  were  made 
rom  unalloyed  native  gold  and  are  about  75%  to  80%  of  the 
tandard  weight.  By  contrast,  most  later  ones  are  of  low- 
ineness  (nine  or  10  carats)  gold  and  are  very  light.  The 
ireen-Gillio  book  identifies  the  makers  of  most  Period  One 
oins,  noting  that  most  were  Frenchmen.  M.  Deriberpe  (or 
)eriberpie;  both  spellings  occur),  who  signed  his  coins  DERI 
r  DERIB,  was  listed  in  an  1852  directory  as  being  located 
1 58  Kearney  Street,  San  Francisco,  the  same  building  which 
oused  Antoine  Louis  Nouizillet,  a  manufacturing  jeweler. 

:  is  believed  that  the  initials  DN  appearing  on  certain  early 
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issues  represents  a  combination  of  the  Deriberpe  and 
Nouizillet  names. 

The  initials  F.D.  represent  the  firm  of  Frontier  &  Diviercy 
&  Company  (Pierre  Frontier  and  Eugene  Diviercy),  who  did 
business  at  the  rear  of  81  Bush  Street  1852-1859,  later  as  Fron¬ 
tier  &  Co.  at  other  addresses. 

The  initials  D.G.  are  believed  to  have  stood  for  H.  Gaimie, 
Guillemont  &  Co.,  103  Montgomery  Street,  San  Francisco, 
which  was  the  San  Francisco  branch  of  a  New  York  outfit. 
It  is  believed  that  Frontier,  Diviercy  &  Co.  made  dies  for  the 
H.  Gaimie,  Guillemont,  and  Co.  coins,  as  there  is  an  inter¬ 
relationship  of  initials,  letter  punches,  and  device  punches. 

G.L.  is  believed  to  represent  either  G.  Lange  or  G.H.  Lor- 
ing  &  Co.,  also  of  San  Francisco.  The  initial  N.  is  believed 
to  represent  Antoine  Louis  Nouizillet  &  Co.,  58  Kearny 
Street,  mentioned  earlier.  N.R.  may  represent  Nouizillet  & 
Ruthier,  175  Commercial  Street,  1854-1856.  Coins  with  the 
initial  G  are  believed  to  have  been  issued  by  Robert  B.  Gray 
&  Co.,  616  Merchant  Street,  San  Francisco,  1859-1871,  suc¬ 
cessors  to  Nouizillet  &  Co.,  although  some  have  attributed 
these  to  Ferdinand  Gruner,  a  San  Francisco  engraver  who 
advertised  extensively  during  the  period.  These  latter  pieces 
belong  to  Period  Two,  which  generally  comprises  coins  dat¬ 
ed  1859  through  1882.  The  intermittent  span  between  the 
ending  of  Period  One  coins  in  1856  and  the  inception  of  Peri¬ 
od  Two  coins  of  1859  apparently  saw  little  or  no  production 
of  new  California  small-denomination  issues. 

Period  Two  saw  a  curious  variety  of  pieces,  some  of 
which  were  back-dated  to  as  early  as  1852. 

Period  Three  coins,  which  were  produced  from  about  1883 
until  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  include  pieces 
similar  to  Period  Two  but  with  earlier  dates  to  avoid  federal 
seizure  and  prosecution.  Nearly  all  of  these  are  severely  light 
in  weight  and  are  of  low-grade  alloy.  Coins  of  the  last  two 
periods  are  most  often  seen  today  in  Uncirculated  or  "Proof" 
(actually  Mint  State  with  prooflike  surfaces)  finish.  It  is  prob¬ 
able  that  coins  of  this  latter  era  served  primarily  as  souvenirs 
rather  than  as  a  circulating  medium,  for  by  that  time  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  (opened  in  1854)  was  producing  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  silver  coins  of  denominations  less  than  a  dollar. 

Walter  Breen  and  Ron  Gillio,  noting  that  numerous  speci¬ 
mens  of  later  issues  have  turned  up  in  Europe,  suggest  that 
"these  were  evidently  among  pieces  jewelers  had  sold  to  lady 
tourists  as  exotic  mementoes  of  the  Barbary  Coast,  made  of 
genuine  gold  from  the  historic  California  Gold  Rush." 

Research  by  Robert  D.  Leonard,  Jr.,  cited  by  Breen  and  Gil¬ 
lio,  delineates  the  addresses  of  producers  of  the  Period  Two 
and  Period  Three  coins.  It  seems  that  many  firms  moved  ev¬ 
ery  few  years  and,  in  the  process,  regularly  acquired  part¬ 
ners  or  divested  themselves  of  them.  The  various  changes 
which  the  firms  underwent  occupy  many  paragraphs  of 
print. 

The  tale  of  federal  persecution  is  likewise  related  in  the 
new  book.  James  J.  Brooks,  chief  of  the  United  States  Secret 
Service,  wrote  to  his  San  Francisco  operative,  Col.  Henry 
Finnegass  on  February  20,  1883,  complaining  that  a  Los  An¬ 
geles  jeweler,  Frederick  Linde,  "has  been  furnishing  a  Mr. 
Kunz  of  Wellington,  Ohio  with  large  quantities  of  25-cent 
and  50-cent  pieces."  Finnegass  subsequently  purchased  a 
pair  of  these  gold  pieces  for  face  value  in  order  to  build  the 
case  of  illegal  sale  as  an  excuse  to  seize  Linde's  stock.  He 
assumed  that  the  jeweler  was  attempting  to  go  into  compe¬ 
tition  with  the  United  States  government  in  furnishing  coins 
for  general  circulation.  A  witch  hunt  ensued  throughout  the 
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length  and  breadth  of  California,  with  the  result  that  with¬ 
in  two  months  Finnegass  reported  that  he,  with  many  sei¬ 
zures  of  dealers'  stocks,  had  entirely  suppressed  the  situa¬ 
tion.  Period  Two  coins  of  many  varieties  are  generally  scarce 
due  to  their  seizure  a  century  ago. 

Period  Three  coins  have  an  undefined  end.  One  M.E.  Hart 
manufactured  pieces  during  the  early  20th  century,  includ¬ 
ing  issues  bearing  imprints  of  western  states  as  Montana  and 
Idaho,  and  sold  them  at  various  fairs  and  expositions.  Issu¬ 
ance  of  small-denomination  California  gold  coins  seems  to 
have  been  a  fairly  continuous  practice  during  the  final  part 
of  the  19th  century,  by  which  time  they  had  no  value  what¬ 
ever  as  a  circulating  medium  but,  rather,  served  only  as  bin- 
gles  and  bangles  on  jewelry  or  as  souvenirs  of  the  "Golden 
West." 

Some  of  the  working  dies  to  produce  California  small- 
denomination  pieces  were  hubbed  from  master  dies  in  the 
same  manner  that  coinage  was  achieved  at  the  official 
government  mints.  In  other  cases  all  features  of  the  dies  were 
individually  made  by  hand.  In  general  (although  there  are 
exceptions,  particularly  among  Period  One  coins)  dies  for 
these  issues  were  crudely  engraved.  A  magnifying  glass 
shows  a  wealth  of  irregularities,  poorly  executed  features, 
irregular  letters,  and  crude  numerals,  all  of  which  contrib¬ 
ute  to  the  fascination  the  pieces  hold  for  the  numismatist, 
much  as  the  state  coins  of  Vermont,  Connecticut,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  and  New  York  attract  the  specialist  in  early  American 
issues.  Mechanically-produced  dies  of  simple  format  would 
have  been  far  less  interesting. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  small-denomination  gold  pieces 
were  originally  distributed,  as  no  figures  were  kept.  Perhaps 
in  the  manner  of  Hard  Times  tokens,  merchants  could  buy 
a  given  quantity  at  an  attractive  discount  from  the  stated  face 
value.  Certainly  this  would  have  been  the  case  for  Period 
Two  and  Period  Three  coins,  as  their  intrinsic  value  was 
much  less  than  the  amount  stated  on  the  pieces.  In  extreme 
instances  the  planchets  from  which  the  coins  were  struck 
were  made  of  gold-plated  copper,  gold-washed  silver,  or  oth¬ 
er  metal  of  low  value,  resulting  in  pieces  worth  just  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  the  stated  amount. 

Although  many  of  the  earlier  pieces  were  struck  in  or  about 
the  times  indicated  on  the  dies,  many  later  varieties  were 
back-dated.  This  was  done  to  avoid  the  wrath  of  federal  offi¬ 
cials  and,  especially  in  the  case  of  pieces  made  toward  the 
end  of  the  19th  century,  to  give  them  the  appearance  of  be¬ 
ing  older,  a  feature  which  would  help  sell  them  to  tourists. 
Indeed,  this  pecuniary  attraction  is  no  less  in  evidence  to¬ 
day,  for  now  today  is  1987  one  can  buy  "California"  charms 
made  of  brass  and  dated  in  the  1850s!  Not  to  be  confused 
with  earlier  issues,  these  modern  productions  are  mainly 
sold  through  antique  dealers,  souvenir  shops,  and  other 
places,  and  are  of  but  scant  interest  to  the  numismatist. 

Among  earlier  issues  the  Indian  and  Liberty  Head  designs 
predominate,  although  heads  of  Washington,  eagles,  and 
other  motifs,  were  occasionally  used.  Octagonal  and  round 
shapes  are  seen  in  the  three  denominations. 

Some  pieces  were  apparently  struck  in  large  quantities,  for 
examples  are  common  today.  Others  were  of  limited  issue, 
or  specimens  met  one  fate  or  another  and  have  not  survived 
in  large  numbers.  Dies  were  often  continued  in  use  until  they 
were  completely  shattered,  for  evidences  of  die  wear,  exten¬ 
sive  die  breaks,  and  the  like  are  very  often  seen  on  issues 
studied  under  magnification.  Indeed,  "through  the  looking 


glass"  is  the  only  way  to  appreciate  California  small- 
denomination  gold,  so  fine  are  the  details  and  so  small  are 
the  coins,  however,  even  a  simple  hand  glass  will  award  the 
viewer  with  a  wealth  of  fascinating  detail. 

The  Private  Coinages  Act  of  1864  prohibited  individuals 
from  making  coins  of  varying  denominations  similar  to  those 
used  for  regular  Mint  products.  Thus,  the  use  of  the  words 
DOLLAR  and  CENTS  passed  from  the  scene,  or  pieces  us¬ 
ing  these  words  were  back-dated.  California,  remote  from 
the  East,  often  ignored  government  regulations.  Indeed, 
most  of  the  earlier  large-denomination  $5  to  $50  pieces  pro¬ 
duced  in  that  state  by  bankers  and  others  were  patently  ille¬ 
gal  under  earlier  laws.  There  was  even  a  controversy,  as  cu¬ 
rious  as  it  may  seem,  concerning  the  legal  tender  status  of 
the  pieces  produced  by  Augustus  Humbert,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  United  States  government  to  head  the 
government-run  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold! 

Sometime  after  1864  the  first  tokens  were  made  without 
specific  denominations  indicated.  Sometimes  these  were 
produced  by  issuers  who  earlier  used  the  same  obverse  die 
on  a  token  bearing  a  denomination.  New  reverses  were 
changed  to  have  such  words  as  CHARM  and  TOKEN  in 
place  of  the  denomination.  Even  though  many  of  the  charm 
issues  legitimately  date  from  the  1860s,  most  collectors  to¬ 
day  prefer  those  which  bear  a  specific  denomination.  Indeed, 
A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  only  prices  "genuine  coins 
with  the  denomination  on  the  reverse.  .  .  ."  The  area  of  Cal¬ 
ifornia  gold  charms  and  tokens  of  the  19th  century,  ignor¬ 
ing  modern  productions,  is  one  which  offers  interesting  op¬ 
portunities  once  the  wheat  is  separated  from  the  chaff. 

California  fractional  gold  coins  were  one  of  Albert  Hold¬ 
en's  early  collecting  interests,  and  numerous  specimens  in 
the  offering  to  follow  trace  their  pedigrees  back  to  his  col¬ 
lecting,  before  1913.  When  his  daughter,  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Nor- 
web,  resumed  her  collecting  activities  in  the  late  1930s,  she 
amplified  the  collection  of  California  fractional  gold  coins  she 
had  inherited  from  her  father,  creating  what  is  today  a  com¬ 
pact  and  select  offering  of  slightly  more  than  200  pieces. 

Of  the  specimens  to  follow,  nearly  one  half  are  Rarity-6, 
7,  or  8  specimens.  This  is  an  exceptionally  high  percentage 
of  rarities,  especially  considering  the  size  of  the  collection. 
Included  are  several  varieties  which  have  never,  to  our 
knowledge,  been  previously  offered  at  auction.  Also  includ¬ 
ed  are  specimens  of  the  popular  "arms  of  California"  and 
"Washington  head"  varieties,  many  of  which  are  in  high 
grade.  Many  of  the  Holden-Norweb  California  fractional  gold 
coins  were  notably  absent  from  the  landmark  Virgil  Brand 
and  Edward  and  Kenneth  Lee  collections,  which  together 
were  virtually  complete  runs  of  the  series. 

The  selection  that  follows  represents,  for  the  collector,  an 
almost  unprecedented  opportunity  to  acquire  many  very  rare 
varieties  that  have  not  been  available  at  auctions  in  decades, 
and  in  some  cases,  ever  before.  In  the  lots  that  follow,  we 
have  attributed  the  varieties  to  both  the  Kenneth  Lee  and 
Walter  Breen-Ron  Gillio  numbering  system,  as  many  collec¬ 
tors  utilize  both  references  when  attributing  their  own 
specimens. 

1000  1853  quarter.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  Breen-Gillio  101.  MS-63. 

Deeply  toned  with  violet,  copper,  and  rose  hues.  High  Rarity-5. 
Notable  as  the  first  California  Fractional  gold  piece  listed  in  the 
standard  reference  source,  California  Pioneer  Fractional  Gold,  bv 
Walter  Breen  with  the  collaboration  of  Ronald  J.  Gillio,  published 
in  1983  (available  from  our  firm  for  $29.50.) 
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1001  1853  quarter.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-102.  MS-60.  Lightly 
toned  from  age.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  Rarity-5  speci¬ 
men  is  finer  than  the  Lee  coin. 

Acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 

Kenneth  W.  Lee  was  the  pioneer  student  of  California  small-denomination  gold  pieces, 
having  studied  them  from  the  1930s  onward,  later  publishing  his  findings  in  book  form! 

1002  Liberty  Head  Octagonal  quarters:  1853.  BG-102.  Rarity-5.  AU-55 
Toned  about  the  periphery;  1854  BG-104.  High  Rarity-5.  AU-55. 
Semiprooflike  obverse;  1854.  BG-108.  Rarity-5.  AU-58.  Prooflike; 
1854.  0-109.  Rarity-5.  AU-55.  Prooflike.  This  is  an  attractive  group¬ 
ing  of  Period  One  specimens.  (Total:  4  pieces). 

1003  1854  quarter.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-105.  MS-63.  FuUy  frosty 
and  partly  prooflike.  Finer  than  the  Lee  specimen.  Common  as 
a  Rarity-4  variety. 

1004  1855  quarter.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-106.  MS-63.  Frosty  with 
a  weakly  struck  obverse.  A  splendid  Period  One  issue.  Rarity-5. 

Acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 

1005  1856  quarter.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-107.  MS-60.  Partly  proof¬ 
like.  A  High  Rarity-5  variety.  Obverse  has  FD  on  headband  which 
stands  for  Frontier  Deviercy  and  Company  who  was  responsible 
for  making  these  pieces  in  San  Francisco.  Crudely  struck  reverse 
numerals  make  the  date  sometimes  erroneously  misread  as  "1866." 

Acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 

1006  1855  quarter.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-110.  MS-63.  Sharply 
struck  with  russet  toning.  Finer  than  the  Virgil  Brand  specimen 
offered  by  our  firm  in  the  1983-84  sales  of  coins  from  his  collec¬ 
tion.  Rarity-5. 

Virgil  Brand  (1861-1926)  has  been  called  "the  greatest  coin  collector  who  ever  lived." 
From  about  1889  until  1926  he  acquired  approximately  350,000  coins,  including  dupli¬ 
cates  of  great  rarities. 

1007  1856  quarter.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-111.  MS-63.  Sharply 
impressed  and  prooflike.  Die  State  II  which  produced  the  "bro¬ 
ken  nose"  effect.  Rarity-4. 


Very  Rare  Undated  Quarter,  BG-205 


1008  Undated  quarter.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-205.  Die  State  I. 
AU-55.  Deeply  toned.  Rarity-7  and  therefore  very  rare  and  sel¬ 
dom  offered.  Frontier  and  Deviercy  issue.  Possibly  equal  to  the 
Lee  specimen.  None  in  the  famous  Brand  Collection  sale.  Breen 
has  accounted  for  only  five  specimens,  if  his  tally  includes  no 
duplication.  With  this  specimen,  six  have  now  been  accounted 
for.  An  exciting  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 


1009  Undated  quarter.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-206.  AU-55.  Subdued 
lustre  and  light  toning  about  the  periphery.  Frontier  and  Devier¬ 
cy  issue.  A  High  Rarity-  6  variety  with  probably  fewer  than  20 
known,  making  this  a  highly  desirable  issue. 


1010  Undated  quarter.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-207.  MS-63.  Well 
struck  and  completely  frosty.  High  Rarity-6  with  fewer  than  20 
known.  Made  by  Frontier  and  Deviercy  during  the  1852-53  peri¬ 
od.  Scarce,  attractive,  and  desirable. 


Exceedingly  Rare  1854  Quarter,  BG-216 


1011  1854  quarter.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-216.  AU-55  and  fully  lus¬ 

trous.  High  Rarity-7  with  only  four  specimens  traced  by  Breen. 

This  is  probably  the  fifth  coin  to  come  to  light.  Exceedingly  rare 
.  with  none  appearing  in  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection.  According 
to  Breen  in  1983,  there  are  no  auction  records,  so  this  may  repre¬ 
sent  its  first  public  appearance. 

An  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

Acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 


Important  1853  Quarter,  BG-217 


1012  1853  quarter.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-217.  EF-40.  Apparent  wear 

due  to  striking.  Planchet  laminations  are  evident  on  the  lower 
obverse.  Borderline  Rarity-8  and  excessively  rare  as  such.  None 
in  the  Brand  or  Lee  collections.  We  can  only  find  one  auction  rec¬ 
ord  for  a  like  specimen. 

This  is  an  opportunity  for  the  specialist,  a  chance  that  may  never 
be  repeated.  Worthy  of  a  premium  bid. 


1013  A  small  group  of  Rarity-4  Uncirculated  Round  quarters:  Undat¬ 
ed  (1852-54).  Liberty  Head.  BG-221.  Die  State  II.  MS-63;  Undat¬ 
ed  (1852-54).  Liberty  Head.  BG-222.  Die  State  1.  MS-63;  1870  Lib¬ 
erty  Head.  BG-808.  MS-63;  1873  Liberty  Head.  BG-817.  MS-63. 
Prooflike;  1873  Indian  Head.  BG-870,  Die  State  II,  MS-63;  1875 
Indian  Head.  BG-878,  Die  State  II,  MS-63;  1880  Indian  Head. 
BG-885,  MS-63  and  prooflike.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1014  Another  group  of  Rarity-4  Round  Libertv  Head  quarters:  Undat¬ 
ed  (1852-54)  BG-222,  Die  State  I,  AU-58;  Undated  (1852-54) 
BG-222,  Die  State  II,  AU-58;  Undated  (1852-54)  BG-223,  Die  State 
I,  AU-58  and  prooflike;  1870  BG-808,  MS-60;  1871  BG-809,  AU-58; 


-  309  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  California  Fractional  Gold 


1870  BG-835,  Die  State  1,  AU-55  and  prooflike;  1871  BG-838,  AU-58 
and  prooflike;  1871  BG-839,  AU-58  and  prooflike.  (Total:  8  pieces). 


1015  1855  quarter.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-227,  Die  State  II.  MS-63 

and  fully  brilliant.  A  High  Rarity-6  item  which  is  seldom  offered 
at  auction.  A  desirable  high-grade  specimen  for  the  specialist. 
Acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 

1016  A  small  group  of  slightly  circulated  Rarity-5  Liberty  Head  Round 
quarters:  1856  BG-229,  Die  State  I,  AU-58  and  prooflike;  1865 
BG-822,  AU-50;  1867  BG-825,  AU-50  and  prooflike;  1869  BG-826, 
AU-55  and  prooflike;  1870  BG-867  AU-55  and  prooflike;  another 
1870  BG-867,  AU-50.  (Total:  6  pieces). 

1017  An  interesting  group  of  Uncirculated  Rarity-5  Round  quarters: 
1856  Liberty  Head  BG-230;  Die  State  I,  MS-63  and  nicely  toned; 
1859  Liberty  Head  BG-801,  MS-63  and  frosty;  1867  Liberty  Head 
BG-805,  MS-63  and  fully  brilliant;  1868  Liberty  Head  BG-806, 
MS-63  with  subdued  lustre;  1871  Liberty  Head  BG-813,  MS-63; 
1872  Indian  Head  BG-869,  MS-63.  (Total:  6  pieces). 


1018  1853  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-302,  Die  State  I. 
MS-63  and  attractively  toned  over  satiny  surfaces.  One  of  the  finest 
available  specimens  and  a  popular  type  coin  with  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  Worth  much,  much  more  than  any  of  the  common  types 
regardless  of  condition.  The  Virgil  Brand  specimen  was  only  EF-45 
and  had  probably  served  as  small  change  during  the  gold  rush 
era.  Fortunately,  the  presently  offered  specimen  was  saved  in  its 
pristine  state.  Rarity-5.  Worthy  of  a  high  bid. 

1019  1853  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-304.  MS-63.  An  F 
and  a  lightly  impressed  D  appear  between  the  head  and  the  date 
representing  the  firm  of  Frontier  and  Deviercy.  A  frosty  Rarity-5 
variety. 

1020  1854  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-305.  MS-60  and 
evenly  toned.  Rarity-5. 

1021  A  diverse  group  of  Octagonal  half  dollars:  1854  Liberty  Head. 
BG-305,  MS-60,  Rarity-5;  1870  Liberty  Head.  BG-921,  AU-50,  High 
Rarity-6;  1871  Liberty  Head.  BG-927,  AU-50,  Low  Rarity-6;  1876 
Liberty  Head.  BG-932,  AU-58  and  prooflike;  High  Rarity-6;  1876 
Indian  Head.  BG-949,  AU-55  and  prooflike,  Rarity-6.  (Total:  5 
pieces). 

1022  1854  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-306.  Die  State  I. 
MS-60  with  light  even  toning  over  very  frosty  surfaces.  Probably 
finer  than  the  Lee  specimen,  and  an  equal  to  the  Brand  coin.  This 
is  the  only  1854  Octagonal  half  dollar  with  the  date  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  FD  on  the  reverse.  Rarity-5. 


1023  1856  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-307.  AU-58  with 

russet  toning  on  the  high  points.  A  very  scarce  variety.  A  High 
Rarity-6  or  very  possibly  a  Rarity-7  item.  None  in  The  Brand 
Collection. 

Illustrated  in  Peterson's  Complete  Coin  Book  published  in  1859  and 
therefore  one  of  the  earliest-published  and  most  important  Peri¬ 
od  One  issues. 


1024  1854  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-308.  AU-50  and 

evenly  toned.  The  N  on  reverse  stands  for  A.L.  Nouizillet,  who 
made  these  pieces  in  San  Francisco  during  the  1852  to  1856  peri¬ 
od.  Low  Rarity-6  issue. 

1025  1856  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-311,  Die  State  I. 
MS-60  with  violet  and  russet  tone.  Rarity-5.  Another  Nouizillet 
issue. 

1026  1852  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-401.  Die  State  I.  AU-55. 
An  attractively  toned  specimen.  Although  somewhat  common 
as  a  Rarity-5  variety,  the  Brand  Collection  did  not  have  one. 


Nearly  Unique  1853  Half  50c,  BG-402 


1027  1853  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-402.  MS-60  and  proof¬ 

like.  This  specimen  is  evenly  toned  and  sharply  struck.  Fulfills 
the  criteria  for  BG-402  with  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  12th  stars 
double-punched  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  die  was  used  only 
one  other  time  (BG-410)  as  evidenced  by  repunched  letters:  The 
second  I  in  CALIFORNIA  and  the  F  in  HALF.  A  similar  reverse 
(but  without  these  characteristics)  appears  on  BG-411,  BG-412, 
and  BG-413. 

According  to  Walter  Breen,  the  presently-offered  specimen  is 
"Rarity-8,  unique."  Obviously,  now,  two  specimens  are  account¬ 
ed  for  with  this  being  the  finer  of  the  two  examples.  This  is  an 
opportunity  for  the  advanced  specialist. 


Notable  1854  Half  Dollar,  BG-404 


1028  1854  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-404.  AU-50  with  russet 

toning.  Very  minor  mark  on  reverse  at  11:00  near  denticles.  Bor¬ 
derline  Rarity-8  according  to  Breen,  with  three  survivors  traced 
thus  far  by  him.  Possibly  equal  to  the  Lee  specimen.  A  second 
is  also  AU  and  the  third  is  holed. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  present  offering.  A  high  bid  will 
be  necessary  to  acquire  this  coin. 


no  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  California  Fractional  Gold 


1029  1855  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-405.  AU-55  and  lightly 
toned.  An  interesting  specimen  which  is  unevenly  struck  from 
clashed  dies,  mostly  apparent  on  the  obverse.  A  Low  Rarity-6  item. 

1030  1852  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-407.  AU-55  and  most¬ 
ly  brilliant  with  a  few  minor  scuffs.  D.N.  under  head.  Breen  states 
that  D.N.  stands  for  Deriberpe  and  Nouizillet  whose  partnership 
ended  when  Deriberpe  headed  for  the  goldfields.  High  Rarity-5. 


Very  Rare  1853  Half  Dollar,  BG-408 


1031  1853  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-408.  AU-50  and  still 

lustrous.  D.N.  below  head,  for  Deriberpe  and  Nouizillet.  About 
equal  to  the  Lee  and  Brand  specimens. 

This  coin  is  significant  as  a  Rarity-7  variety. 


1032  1853  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-409.  MS-63  and  proof¬ 

like.  This  specimen  is  sharply  struck  and  is  toned  a  natural 
yellowy-gold.  D.N.  below  head.  Rarity-5. 

Far  superior  to  both  the  Lee  and  Brand  specimens. 


1033  1853  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-414.  AU-55  with  lav¬ 

ender  and  russet  toning.  G.G.  under  head.  Manufactured  by  Fron¬ 
tier  and  Deviercy  for  Gaime,  Guillemot  and  Company.  All  G.G. 
coins  are  scarce  or  rare.  A  low  Rarity-6  item. 


Exceptional  1853  Half  Dollar,  BG-417 


1034  1853  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-417.  MS-63,  sharply 

struck  and  evenly  toned.  Not  quite  equal  to  the  Brand  specimen 
which  was  MS-65,  but  finer  than  the  Lee  coin  which  has  a  faint 
scratch  on  the  head.  Extremely  rare  as  only  six  or  so  specimens 
have  been  accounted  for  to  date.  Fully  a  Rarity-7  variety.  This  coin 
is  a  desirable  combination  of  rarity  and  condition. 


1035  1853  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-421.  AU-58.  Nearly 

Mint  State  with  subdued  lustre.  Die  State  I. 

It  is  significant  to  note  there  was  none  in  the  famous  Virgil  Brand 
Collection.  High  Rarity-5. 


Valuable  1854  Half  Dollar,  BG-423 


1036  1854  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-423.  AU-58  and  un¬ 

evenly  toned.  Struck  slightly  off  center.  High  Rarity-7  with  only 
about  a  half  dozen  known  specimens. 

Worthy  of  the  finest  cabinet  of  California  fractional  gold  coins. 
Exceedingly  rare.  None  in  the  Brand  Collection. 


1037  A  quartette  of  four  Round  Liberty  Head  half  dollars:  1853  BG-428, 
AU-55,  Rarity-4;  1871  BG-1011,  MS-63,  prooflike,  Rarity-4;  1870 
BG-1024,  AU-58,  prooflike,  Rarity-4;  1871  BG-1027,  AU-55,' Rarity-4. 
(Total:  4  pieces). 

1038  1853  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-430.  AU-55,  prooflike 
and  fully  brilliant.  There  was  none  in  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection. 

1039  1854  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-431.  AU-50.  Breen  refers 
to  this  as  the  "Empty  Wreath"  variety  which  appears  on  no  oth¬ 
er  design  in  the  series.  A  must  for  the  type  collector  of  California 
fractional  gold  and  underrated  as  such.  An  odd  and  curious  speci¬ 
men.  High  Rarity-5. 


1040  1855  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-432.  MS-60  and  proof¬ 

like.  Lightly  toned.  Relatively  scarce  as  a  High  Rarity-6  coin.  None 
in  the  Brand  Collection. 
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1041  1850  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-434.  MS-60  and  proof¬ 

like.  N.  on  reverse  under  wreath  stands  for  A.L.  Nouizillet  who 
manufactured  these  specimens  during  the  1852  to  1856  time  peri¬ 
od.  For  much  of  his  career,  he  was  located  at  58  Kearney  Street 
in  San  Francisco. 

Desirable  as  a  Period  One  issue.  Rarity-5. 


Arms  Of  California,  BG-435 


1042  1853  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-435.  AU-58  and  deeply 

toned.  A  scarce  and  desirable  issue. 

A  unique  design  for  California  gold  coinage,  with  the  arms  of 
the  State  of  California. 

One  of  the  most  important  coins  in  the  whole  series.  Very  elu¬ 
sive  High  Rarity-6  issue.  A  most  unusual  design  which  is  a  must 
for  the  type  collector. 


1045  1854  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-510.  AU-50  and  unevenly 
toned.  Not  particularly  scarce  as  a  Rarity-5  item  although  there 
was  none  in  the  Brand  Collection. 

1046  1855  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-511.  AU-50  and  very 
deeply  toned.  The  last  5  in  date  is  heavily  repunched.  Breen  con¬ 
strues  this  as  an  overdate,  1855/4.  Rarity-5. 

Acquired  from  Alexander  and  Co.,  1909. 

1047  Pair  of  Octagonal  Liberty  Head  dollars:  1855  BG-511,  EF-45, 
Rarity-5;  1853  BG-530,  AU-50,  Rarity-4.  (Total:  2  pieces). 

1048  1853  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-519.  EF-45  with  deep  rus¬ 
set,  rose,  and  lavender  toning.  An  attractive  Period  One  issue  for 
a  type  collection.  Rarity-5. 

Acquired  from  Mr.  Kendrick. 


1049  1854  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-528.  EF-40  with  gold¬ 
en  toning.  A  very  attractive  specimen.  Faint  obverse  and  reverse 
die  cracks  are  evident,  as  is  usual  on  this  variety.  Elusive,  as  this 
issue  is  High  Rarity-6. 

1050  1853  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-530.  AU-50  with  slightly 
mottled  toning.  Fully  brilliant.  Obverse  stars  are  divided  6  left, 
seven  right.  Manufactured  by  A.L.  Nouizillet.  A  Rarity-4  variety. 

Acquired  from  Mr.  Kendrick. 

1051  1853  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-531.  AU-58,  prooflike 
and  very  well  struck.  Obverse  stars  divided  6  +  1  +  6  on  this 
variety  with  the  same  reverse  as  the  last  offered  lot.  Rarity-5. 

1052  1854  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-532.  EF-40.  Same  ob¬ 
verse  as  last  lot.  The  reverse  is  referred  to  as  having  multi-dot 
ornaments  which  are  sprinkled  around  the  wreath.  Rarity-5. 


1043  Undated  (1853)  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-501.  EF-45. 

Reverse  design  is  the  same  as  the  Augustus  Humbert  $50  slugs, 
with  perched  eagle.  Although  undated,  they  were  manufactured 
by  Frontier  and  Deviercy  in  1853.  The  edge  reeding  is  crude  and 
irregular. 

Desirable  as  a  type  coin  with  the  seldom  used  eagle  reverse— a 
design  used  only  with  this  issue  and  the  1853  octagonal  half  dol¬ 
lar.  Low  Rarity-6. 


Very  Rare  1854  Dollar,  BG-509 


1044  1854  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-509.  AU-58  and  proof¬ 

like.  An  absolutely  stunning  example.  Not  quite  equal  to  the  Lee 
specimen.  There  was  no  example  in  the  Brand  Collection. 

Worthy  of  a  premium  bid  as  one  of  the  most  attractive  octagonal 
gold  dollars  in  this  sale.  Desirable  also  as  a  Low  Rarity-7  variety. 


1053  1855  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-533.  AU-50,  partly  proof¬ 
like  with  subdued  lustre.  N.R.  on  reverse  stands  for  Nouizillet 
and  Routhier,  who  worked  together  during  the  1854  to  1856  time 
period.  A  Rarity-5  issue. 

1054  An  interesting  group  of  Octagonal  quarters:  1859  BG-702,  AU-50, 
Rarity-4;  1871  BG-717,  Die  State  II,  MS-63,  prooflike,  Rarity-4;  1873 
BG-727,  MS-63,  Low  Rarity-6;  1873  BG-728,  MS-63,  Rarity-4;  1870 
BG-763,  AU-58,  Rarity-4;  1871  BG-765,  AU-58,  Rarity-4;  1872  BG-767, 
MS-63,  Rarity-4;  1872  BG-791,  MS-63,  Rarity-4.  (Total:  8  pieces). 
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Superb  1864  Quarter,  BG-707 


1056  1864  quarter.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-707.  MS-63  with  proof¬ 

like  fields.  An  absolutely  stunning  specimen.  Only  five  speci¬ 
mens  have  been  reported  thus  far.  High  Rarity- 7.  Possibly  equal 
to  the  Lee  coin.  According  to  Breen,  none  has  been  auctioned. 

One  of  the  most  important  coins  in  this  group. 

Acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 


1057  A  very  important  group  of  circulated  Rarity-6  Octagonal  Liberty 
Head  quarters:  1866  BG-708,  AU-58;  1863  BG-734,  EF-45;  1867 
BG-741,  AU-50;  1868  BG-746,  AU-50;  1870  BG-752,  AU-55;  1870 
BG-755,  AU-50;  1871  BG-768,  AU-55;  1871  BG-770,  AU-58.  (Total: 
8  pieces). 

1058  One  half  dozen  MS-63  Rarity-5  Octagonal  quarters:  1867  Liberty 
Head,  BG-709;  1868  Liberty  Head,  BG-711;  1870  Liberty  Head, 
BG-713;  1871  Liberty  Head,  BG-714;  1872  Indian  Head,  BG-790; 
1874  Indian  Head,  BG-795.  (Total:  6  pieces). 


1059  1869  quarter.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-712.  MS-63  and  at¬ 

tractively  toned.  Probably  equal  to  the  Lee  coin.  None  in  the  Brand 
Collection.  Scarce  as  a  Rarity-6  item  and  desirable  for  its  high  state 
of  preservation. 


Washington  Head  Gold  Quarter,  BG-722 


1060  1872  quarter.  Octagonal.  Washington  Head.  BG-722.  A  splendid 

MS-63  specimen  with  subdued  lustre.  Struck  by  Frontier  and 
Bellemere  of  San  Francisco. 

A  very  popular  type  issue  and  worthy  of  the  finest  collection. 
High  Rarity-4. 

Acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 


Another  Washington  Head  Gold 
Quarter,  BG-722 


1061  1872  quarter.  Octagonal.  Washington  Head.  BG-722.  MS-63  and 

a  virtual  duplicate  to  the  preceding  lot. 


Popular  Washington  Head  Quarter, 

BG-723 


1062  1872  quarter.  Octagonal.  Washington  Head.  BG-723.  MS-60  with 

golden  peripheral  toning.  Finer  than  the  Garrett  specimen  sold 
by  our  firm  in  1981.  None  in  the  Brand  Collection. 

Scarcer  than  the  preceding.  Low  Rarity-6. 


Significant  1872  Quarter,  BG-725 


1063  1872  quarter.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-725.  AU-50,  proba¬ 

bly  polished  at  one  time  and  now  beginning  to  retone  naturally. 
A  very  rare  item  with  12  or  fewer  known.  Rarity- 7. 
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Exceedingly  Rare  1860  Quarter,  BG-730 


1064  1860  quarter.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-730.  AU-55  and  ful¬ 

ly  prooflike.  The  reverse  is  virtually  shattered,  which  may  ac¬ 
count  for  its  extreme  rarity.  Only  four  to  five  are  known  accord¬ 
ing  to  Breen.  Only  one  auction  record  is  available. 

An  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

Acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 


1065  A  quintette  of  Rarity-5  Octagonal  quarters:  1864  BG-735  Liberty 
Head,  AU-55;  1876  BG-780,  Die  State  I,  Liberty  Head,  EF-45;  1870 
BG-789,  Liberty  Head,  AU-55;  1876  BG-799,  Die  State  I,  Indian 
Head,  AU-58;  1880  BG-799J,  Indian  Head,  MS-60.  (Total:  5  pieces). 


1066  1869  quarter.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-748.  MS-60,  prooflike 

and  weakly  struck.  G  under  head  for  Robert  B.  Gray  and  Co., 
the  successors  to  Nouizillet  and  Routhier.  A  Rarity-6  variety  and 
thus  decidedly  scarce. 

Acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 


1067  1870  quarter.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-757.  AU-58  and  proof¬ 
like.  G  between  head  and  date,  for  Gray.  Nearly  on  a  par  with 
the  Garrett  specimen.  Low  Rarity-6. 

Acquired  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 

1068  A  miscellaneous  grouping  of  various  denominations:  1870  quar¬ 
ter.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-762,  AU-50,  obverse  scratches, 
Rarity-5;  1866  quarter.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-737,  AU-50, 
obverse  damage  and  bent,  Rarity-7;  Undated  (1852-1853)  quar¬ 
ter.  Round  Liberty  Head.  BG-204,  AU-58,  coin  cracked  at  12:00 
obverse,  Rarity-6;  1864  quarter.  Round  Liberty  Head.  BG-821, 
AU-55,  appears  to  have  been  in  a  fire,  Rarity-6;  1856  half  dollar. 
Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-311,  Die  State  II,  AU-55  with  obverse 
scratches,  Rarity-5;  1853  half  dollar.  Round  Liberty  Head.  BG-415, 
AU-55,  central  obverse  scrape,  High  Rarity-6;  1871  half  dollar 
Round  Liberty  Head.  BG-1044,  AU-50,  obverse  scratch,  Rarity-6; 
1854  dollar.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-504,  VF-30,  pitted,  Low 
Rarity-6;  1871  dollar.  Octagonal  Liberty  Head.  BG-1107,  AU-50, 
obverse  and  reverse  scratches.  High  Rarity-6.  (Total:  9  pieces) 


Splendid  1871  Quarter  Dollar,  BG-771 


1069  1871  quarter  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-771.  MS-60  and 

prooflike.  Prominent  L  between  head  and  date  for  Levison 
Brothers  of  the  California  Jewelry  Company— the  successors  to 
Gray  and  Company. 

Walter  Breen  has  only  accounted  for  four  specimens  thus  far, 
therefore,  this  piece  is  High  Rarity-7  and  exceedingly  rare.  Nei¬ 
ther  Lee  or  Brand  had  one. 


Significant  1874  Quarter  Dollar,  BG-775 


1070  1874  quarter  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-775.  MS-60  with 

subdued  lustre  and  light  even  toning.  Only  four  specimens  have 
been  accounted  for  before  this  offering.  High  Rarity- 7. 

A  stunning  example  which  is  typically  offered  only  when  tru¬ 
ly  spectacular  collections  are  sold. 


Desirable  1881  Quarter  Dollar,  BG-788 


1071  1881  quarter  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-788.  AU-55  and 

somewhat  prooflike.  Exceedingly  rare  with  only  three  specimens 
now  accounted  for.  None  in  the  famous  Lee  or  Brand  collections. 

Truly  a  spectacular  offering  and  not  likely  to  be  soon  repeated. 
Possibly  a  Rarity-8  coin. 
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1072  1873  quarter  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-793.  MS-63  and 

prooflike.  Without  the  die  breaks  from  rim  to  first  and  sixth  stars. 
Fewer  than  10  known  and  therefore  the  variety  is  deserving  of 
a  Rarity-7  designation. 

Worthy  of  a  premium  bid  based  on  its  rarity  and  its  splendid 
state  of  preservation. 


1073  1875  quarter  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-798.  MS-63, 

sharply  struck  and  prooflike.  A  very  attractive  Period  Two  issue. 
Rarity-6. 

Purchased  from  Lyman  Low  in  1909. 


Elusive  1880  Quarter  Dollar,  BG-799L 


1074  1880  quarter  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-799L.  MS-63 

and  fully  prooflike.  Exceedingly  rare  High  Rarity-7  variety.  No 
specimens  were  in  Brand  or  Lee  collections. 

Worthy  of  an  exceptionally  high  bid  based  on  rarity  and 
condition. 


Nearly  Unique  1882  Quarter  Dollar, 

BG-799CC 


1075  1882  quarter  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-799CC.  AU-58 

and  prooflike  with  mottled  toning. 

The  key  to  the  series,  with  only  two  known  to  our  knowledge. 
It  is  also  the  only  octagonal  quarter  dollar  dated  1882.  No  auc¬ 
tion  records  that  we  can  find.  Bid  liberally,  as  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  specimens  in  the  sale. 


1076  1866  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-804.  MS-63  and 

completely  frosty.  The  only  1866  quarter  dollar  (Round  variety) 
manufactured  without  G  for  Gray  under  the  head.  Rarity-6. 


Valuable  Washington  Head  Quarter 
Dollar,  BG-818 


1077  1872  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Washington  Head.  BG-818.  MS-63, 

well  struck  and  frosty.  An  extraordinary  example  of  the  popular 
Washington  Head  design.  This  specimen  should  attract  spirited 
bidding  by  type  collectors  and  specialists  alike.  High  Rarity-5. 


Another  Washington  Head  Quarter 
Dollar,  BG-818 


1078  1872  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Washington  Head.  BG-818.  MS-60 

and  frosty.  This  lot  represents  another  opportunity  to  acquire  this 
very  popular  issue. 


1079  A  small  group  of  Uncirculated  Round  quarter  dollars,  all  of  which 
are  Rarity-5:  1860  Liberty  Head.  BG-819,  MS-63;  1875  Indian  Head. 
BG-847,  MS-63;  1872  Indian  Head.  BG-869,  MS-63;  Another  1872 
Indian  Head.  BG-869,  MS-60;  1876  Indian  Head.  BG-879,  MS-63; 
1881  Indian  Head.  BG-887,  MS-63.  (Total:  6  pieces). 


1080  1863  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-820.  AU-50  and 

deeply  toned.  A  High  Rarity-6  coin  or  possibly  Rarity- 7.  One  of 
the  most  significant  coins  in  the  present  listing. 
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1081  1869  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-829.  AU-55  and 

prooflike.  G  below  head.  Important  as  a  High  Rarity-6  item. 
Manufactured  by  Gray.  Finer  than  the  Brand  specimen. 


1082  1875  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-846.  Die  State  II. 

AU-55  and  prooflike.  Seldom  offered  at  auction.  None  in  the  Brand 
Collection.  High  Rarity-6,  possibly  Rarity- 7. 


Important  1876  Quarter  Dollar,  BG-855 


1083  1876  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-855.  MS-60  with 

subdued  lustre.  A  High  Rarity-7  coin  with  very,  very  few  speci¬ 
mens  traced  thus  far.  Worthy  of  a  generous  bid  as  there  was  none 
in  the  Lee  or  Brand  collections. 


Extremely  Rare  1876  Quarter  Dollar, 

BG-881 


1086  1876  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Indian  Head.  BG-881.  AU-58  and 

prooflike.  Important  as  a  Rarity-7  variety  with  only  very  few  auc¬ 
tion  records.  Possibly  manufactured  by  Herman  J.  Brand. 


1087  1859  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-902.  MS-60  and 

prooflike.  An  11-star  obverse  configuration.  To  quote  Breen,  "Most 
auction  records  have  been  for  AU  specimens  or  worse."  A  Rarity-6 
coin. 


1088  1867  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-905.  MS-63  with 

frosty  lustre.  An  absolutely  beautiful  specimen  and  sharply  struck, 
for  the  issue,  which  is  unusual.  A  High  Rarity-6  specimen  and 
worthy  of  a  generous  bid. 


1084  1871  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-857.  MS-63  and 

fully  lustrous.  H  between  head  and  date,  for  Hershfield  and  Mitch¬ 
ell  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  Rarity-6. 

Purchased  from  Ben  Green  in  1909. 


1085  1874  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-875.  MS-60  and 

prooflike.  A  very  scarce  variety,  considered  Rarity-6. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  in  1909. 


1089  1868  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-906.  MS-63  with 

frosty  lustre  and  very  attractive.  Made  by  Frontier  and  Compa¬ 
ny.  High  Rarity-6  or  possibly  Rarity-7.  Very  rare. 


Extremely  Rare  1869  Half  Dollar, 

BG-907 


1090  1869  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-907.  MS-63,  sharply 

struck  and  frosty.  This  particular  specimen  is  significant  as  one 
of  the  two  varieties  of  the  1869  Octagonal  half  dollar  available; 
the  other  is  far  more  common.  Extremely  elusive  Rarity- 7  variety. 
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Uncirculated  1870  Half  Dollar,  BG-908 


1091  1870  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-908.  MS-63  and 

frosty.  Walter  Breen  only  located  two  auction  records,  and  we  add 
the  Brand  specimen  for  a  total  of  three  known,  earlier,  to  which 
this  and  the  following  pieces,  unknown  to  Breen  and  Gillio,  must 
be  appended.  A  Rarity-7  coin.  Extremely  rare  and  seldom  offered. 


Another  1870  Half  Dollar,  BG-908 


1092  1870  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-908.  AU-58.  It  is 

significant  to  note  that  there  are  two  previous  auction  appear¬ 
ances  for  this  coin.  Concentric  circles  are  evident  on  both  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  from  repolishing  the  dies  in  a  lathe. 


Special  1871  Half  Dollar,  BG-910 


1093  1871  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-910.  AU-58.  About 

on  a  par  with  the  Lee  specimen.  None  in  the  Brand  Collection. 
High  Rarity- 7.  Very  few  auction  appearances. 


1095  1872  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-913.  MS-63  with 
mottled  toning.  Made  by  Frontier  and  Bellemere.  A  Rarity-6  coin 
and  very  desirable. 

1096  A  half  dozen  slightly  circulated  Octagonal  half  dollars,  all  of  which 
are  Rarity-5:  1864  Liberty  Head.  BG-917.  AU-55;  1869  Liberty  Head. 
BG-919.  AU-55;  1870  Liberty  Head.  BG-920.  AU-50;  1870  Liberty 
Head.  BG-922.  AU-50;  1871  Liberty  Head.  BG-925.  AU-50;  1880 
Indian  Head.  BG-954.  AU-55.  (Total:  6  pieces). 


Rare  1871  Half  Dollar,  BG-926 


1097  1871  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-926.  EF-45.  A  full 

Rarity-7  specimen.  Lee's  was  finer  but  Brand  did  not  have  one. 

Although  circulated,  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  speci¬ 
mens  in  the  collection.  We  recommend  that  specialists  bid  liberally. 


Interesting  1873  Half  Dollar,  BG-928 


1098  1873  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-928.  MS-60  and 

frosty.  Seemingly  finer  than  the  Lee  specimen.  Seldom  offered. 
Low  Rarity-7  variety.  None  in  Brand  Collection. 


1094  A  quartette  of  Uncirculated  Octagonal  half  dollars:  1871  Liberty 
Head.  BG-911.  High  Rarity-5,  MS-63;  1871  Liberty  Head.  BG-912. 
Rarity-5,  MS-63;  1871  Liberty  Head.  BG-924.  Rarity-4,  MS-60;  1880 
Indian  Head.  BG-954.  Rarity-5,  MS-60.  (Total:  4  pieces). 
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Significant  1874  Half  Dollar,  BG-930 


1099  1874  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-930.  AU-58  with 

uneven  toning.  The  "Huge  Denominator"  variety  with  the  2  in 
fraction  very  large.  Lee's  was  a  bit  finer,  but  there  was  none  in 
Brand. 


Prooflike  1875  Half  Dollar,  BG-933 


1100  1875  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-933.  MS-60,  proof¬ 

like  and  beautifully  toned,  however,  weakly  struck.  On  a  par 
with  the  Lee  specimen.  Full  Rarity- 7. 


prooflike.  Finer  than  the  Lee  specimen.  A  very  attractive  coin. 
High  Rarity-6,  possibly  Rarity-7. 


Extremely  Rare  1873  50c,  BG-941 


1103  1873/2  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-941.  AU-55.  An 

overdate  variety,  1873/2,  with  the  overdate  feature  clearly  discern¬ 
ible.  None  in  B rand  Collection.  Rarity-7 
Opportunities  such  as  these  only  present  themselves  when  large 
collections  are  offered.  Specialists  will  realize  that  many  of  these 
varieties  may  not  be  offered  again  for  a  long,  long  time. 


1104  1873/2  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-942.  MS-60.  High 

Rarity-6,  possibly  Rarity-7.  Very  few  auction  appearances.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  example  of  a  very  scarce  variety. 


1105  1874/3  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-943.  MS-60  and 

prooflike.  Another  overdated  coin.  Rarity-6. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  in  1909. 


Another  1875  Half  Dollar,  BG-933 


1101  1875  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-933.  MS-60.  Frosty 

with  a  sharper  strike.  Another  opportunity  to  acquire  this  Rarity-7 
variety. 


1102  1872  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-939.  MS-63  and 


Nearly  Unique  1875  50c,  BG-947 


1106  1875  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-947.  AU-55  and 

prooflike.  One  of  the  extremely  rare  offerings  in  the  present  list¬ 
ing.  Breen  could  only  locate  one  other  specimen,  therefore,  pos¬ 
sibly  only  two  exist.  None  in  Lee  and  none  in  Brand. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  present  offering  and  not  likely  to 
be  repreated  in  the  near  future. 
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1107  1881  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-957.  MS-63,  proof¬ 
like  and  toned  about  the  periphery.  CAL  in  reverse  is  mostly  ef¬ 
faced.  A  gorgeous  example.  High  Rarity-6,  possibly  Rarity- 7. 

1108  A  quartette  of  Rarity-5  Octagonal  half  dollars:  1859  Liberty  Head. 
BG-1002,  MS-63;  1870  Liberty  Head.  BG-1010,  MS-63;  1871  Lib¬ 
erty  Head.  BG-1029,  AU-55;  1872  Indian  Head.  BG-1048,  MS-60. 
(Total:  4  pieces). 

1109  1859  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1003.  MS-60  and  whol¬ 
ly  prooflike.  Seldom  offered,  with  only  one  previous  auction  rec¬ 
ord  located.  Finer  than  the  Lee  specimen.  None  in  the  Brand  Col¬ 
lection.  Rarer  than  the  specialist  might  realize.  Rarity-7  or  even 
scarcer. 


Choice  1859  Half  Dollar,  BG-1004 


1110  1859  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1004.  MS-60  and 

prooflike.  A  beautiful  example.  The  only  1859  Round  half  dollar 
with  nine  stars.  Made  by  Frontier  and  Deviercy.  Worthy  of  a  good 
bid.  A  full  Rarity- 7. 


Rare  1866  Half  Dollar,  BG-1006 


1111  1866  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1006.  AU-55  with 

much  lustre  in  the  devices.  Although  dated  1866;  this  was 
manufactured  by  Frontier  and  Company  during  the  1870  to  1871 
period.  Rarity- 7.  A  high  bid  will  be  necessary  to  capture  this  piece. 


1112  A  baker's  half  dozen  of  slightly  circulated  Rarity-6  Round  half  dol¬ 
lars:  1867  Liberty  Head.  BG-1007,  AU-55;  1868  Liberty  Head. 
BG-1008,  AU-58;  1874  Liberty  Head.  BG-1033,  AU-50;  1870  Liber¬ 
ty  Head.  BG-1047,  AU-58;  1874  Indian  Head.  BG-1052,  Die  State 
II,  AU-55;  1875  Indian  Head.  BG-1057,  AU-55;  1881  Indian  Head. 
BG-1070,  AU-55.  (Total:  7  pieces). 


1113  1869  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1009.  MS-60,  pin 

scratch  at  11:00  obverse.  High  Rarity-6. 


1114  1873  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1012.  MS-60  with  sub¬ 

dued  lustre.  Manufactured  by  Frontier  and  Bellemere.  A  High 
Rarity-6  variety.  Very  rare  and  worthy  of  a  substantial  bid. 


1115  1872  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1013.  MS-63  and  some¬ 
what  prooflike.  On  a  par  with  the  Lee  specimen.  Based  on  several 
earlier  auction  offerings,  the  presently  offered  coin  is  one  of  the 
finest  known.  High  Rarity-6. 


1116  1860  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1014.  MS-63,  a  splen¬ 
did  example.  An  overdate  according  to  Breen,  1860/56.  Very  rare 
as  a  Rarity-6  variety  and  worthy  of  attention  by  the  specialist. 

1117  Six  Circulated  Rarity-5  Round  half  dollars:  1864  Liberty  Head. 
BG-1016,  AU-50;  Another  1864  Liberty  Head.  BG-1016,  EF45;  1867 
Liberty  Head.  BG-1018,  EU40;  1868  Libertv  Head.  BG-1019,  AU-50; 
1869  Liberty  Head.  BG-1020,  EF-40;  1876  Indian  Head.  BG-1059, 
AU-58.  (Total:  6  pieces). 
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Important  1869  Half  Dollar,  BG-1021 


1118  1869  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1021.  MS-60  and  fully 

prooflike.  G  under  head,  for  Gray  and  Company.  Seldom  auc¬ 
tioned.  None  in  Brand,  and  on  a  par  in  grade  with  the  Lee  speci¬ 
men.  A  full  Rarity-7  and  important  for  the  specialist. 


Rare  1871  Half  Dollar,  BG-1043 


1121  1871  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1043.  AU-50  and  proof¬ 

like.  H  under  head,  for  Hershfield  and  Mitchell  of  Leavenworth, 
Kansas.  Three  prominent  die  cracks  are  evident  on  the  obverse. 
Rarity-7. 


Extremely  Rare  1873  Half  Dollar, 

BG-1031 


1119  1873  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1031.  AU-58  with  even 

toning.  Equal  in  quality  to  the  Lee  coin.  None  in  the  Brand  Col¬ 
lection.  No  choice  specimen  has  ever  been  offered  at  auction,  to 
our  knowledge.  Full  Rarity-7.  Certainly  worthy  of  a  substantial 
bid  based  on  rarity  alone. 

Acquired  from  Mr.  Kendrick. 


1122  1872  half  dollar.  Round.  Indian  Head.  BG-1049.  AU-58.  Die  crack 
between  1  and  8  of  date  from  rim  to  head.  Rarity-6.  None  in  the 
Brand  Collection. 


Prooflike  1874  Half  Dollar,  BG-1053 


1123  1874  half  dollar.  Round.  Indian  Head.  BG-1053.  AU-58  and  proof¬ 

like.  First  described  in  1970.  Very  elusive  Rarity-7  piece.  None  in 
the  famous  Brand  Collection. 


1120  1876  half  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1040.  AU-58  and  proof¬ 
like.  A  High  Rarity-6  item  and  therefore  very  desirable. 
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Important  1874  Half  Dollar,  BG-1072 


1124  1874  half  dollar.  Round.  Indian  Head.  BG-1072.  Die  State  II. 

AU-55.  None  in  either  the  Lee  or  Brand  collections.  In  this  Die 
State,  the  presently  offered  specimen  is  Rarity-8  and  therefore  of 
the  utmost  importance. 


1129  1868  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1105.  AU-50,  and  un¬ 
evenly  toned.  Referred  to  as  the  “necklace  bust"  variety  which 
is  clearly  distinguishable  by  the  necklace  around  the  neck  of  Miss 
Liberty.  Interesting!  Rarity-6. 

1130  1871  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1109.  MS-63  with  beau¬ 
tiful  prooflike  fields.  G  between  head  and  date.  An  exceptional 
type  example  worthy  of  a  premium  bid. 


1131  1875  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-1112.  AU-50.  Finer  than 

the  Brand  specimen  and  worthy  of  a  high  bid  for  that  reason  alone. 
Scarce  High  Rarity-6  specimen. 


1125  1868  half  dollar.  Round.  Indian  Head.  BG-1074.  MS-60  and  fully 

prooflike.  A  High  Rarity-6  variety  and  possibly  Rarity- 7.  A  very 
attractive  specimen  of  a  very  rare  variety. 


1132  1873  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-1123.  AU-55.  Die  State 
I  with  crack  rim  to  wreath  left  of  DOLLAR.  None  in  Brand  Col¬ 
lection.  Rarity-6. 


Significant  1852  Half  Dollar,  BG-1075 


1126  1852  half  dollar.  Round.  Indian  Head.  BG-1075.  AU-55.  The 

earliest-dated  Indian  Head  piece.  Rarity-8.  No  auction  records  that 
we  were  able  to  find.  A  landmark  offering  for  the  specialist.  An¬ 
other  one  may  never  be  offered. 

Many  of  these  varieties  are  so  rare  that  few  specialists  have  previ¬ 
ously  seen  examples. 


1127  A  trio  of  Rarity-5  Liberty  Head  Octagonal  dollars:  1860  BG-1102, 
MS-63;  1869  BG-1106,  AU-50;  1870  BG-1118,  AU-50  (Total:  3  pieces). 


1128  1871  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1104.  VF-30.  The  only 

dollar  with  CAL  GOLD  on  reverse  divided  in  the  configuration 
as  shown  in  the  photograph.  High  Rarity-6. 


1133  A  quartette  of  circulated  Rarity-5  Octagonal  dollars:  1874  BG-1124, 
AU-50;  1875  BG-1127,  AU-50;  1875  BG-1127,  EF-40;  1876  BG-1128, 
EF-45.  (Total:  4  pieces). 


1134  1876/5  dollar.  Octagonal.  Indian  Head.  BG-1129.  AU-58.  Proba¬ 

bly  Rarity-6. 

A  very  interesting  collection  could  be  formed  with  all  of  the 
overdates  in  various  denominations  of  both  the  Liberty  and  In¬ 
dian  Head  types. 


1135  1870  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1202.  VF-30.  The  most  dif¬ 

ficult  denomination  to  acquire  in  the  Round  variety.  Manufac¬ 
tured  by  Robert  B.  Gray  and  Company,  with  G  between  head  and 
date.  Important  as  a  High  Rarity-6  or  possibly  Rarity-7  specimen. 


1136  1871  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1204.  AU-55.  An  extremely 

high  grade  specimen  of  this  very  difficult  coin.  Round  dollars  are 
seldom  seen  in  AU  or  above.  Rarity-6.  Worthy  of  a  generous  bid. 


-  321  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  California  Fractional  Gold 


1872  Round  Dollar,  BG-1206 


1137  1872  dollar.  Round.  Indian  Head.  BG-1206.  AU-55,  prooflike  and 

attractively  toned.  Referred  to  as  the  "King  of  the  Indian  Head 
Round  dollars."  An  exciting  opportunity  for  the  specialist  or  type 
collector.  Full  Rarity- 7.  None  in  Brand  Collection. 

Acquired  from  Mr.  Kendrick. 


1138  Miscellaneous  group  of  California  Fractional  specimens:  1857 
quarter  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1301,  Rarity-2,  MS-60; 
1855  quarter  dollar.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1302,  Rarity-2, 
AU-55;  1868  half  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1303, 
Rarity-3,  AU-58;  1858  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1306, 
Low  Rarity-3,  AU-55;  1863  dollar.  Octagonal.  Liberty  Head! 
BG-1307,  Rarity-2,  MS-63.  (Total:  5  pieces). 

1139  A  small  offering  of  California  Fractional  charms:  1853  Round.  In¬ 
dian  Head  half  dollar,  AU-55;  1872  Octagonal.  Washington  quar¬ 
ter  dollars,  two  are  AU-55,  one  is  AU-50  and  one  is  EF-45;  1872 
Octagonal.  Washington  half  dollars,  EF-45;  1881  Octagonal  Indi¬ 
an  Head  quarter  dollar,  MS-60;  1881  Round  Indian  Head  half  dol¬ 
lar,  EF-45.  (Total:  8  pieces). 


Early  American  Coins 


The  Norweb  Collection  of  early  American  coins  has  long 
been  famous,  justly  so,  as  one  of  the  finest  ever  assembled. 
In  terms  of  sheer  size,  the  early  American  section  of  the  over¬ 
all  Norweb  Collection  accounts  for  almost  20%  of  the  total. 
This  is  the  first  of  three  separate  auctions  which  will  con¬ 
tain  colonial  era  coins. 

Early  American  coins  were  the  first  area  of  interest  for  the 
Holden-Norweb  family.  It  is  possible  that  the  founder  of  the 
family  fortune.  Liberty  E.  Holden,  collected  Massachusetts 
silver  coins,  but  this  is  not  known  for  certain.  Mrs.  Norweb's 
father,  Albert  F.  Holden,  actively  collected  colonial  era  coins, 
purchasing  specimens  from  such  noted  sales  as  the  Matthew 
Adams  Stickney  (1907)  and  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie  (1909)  auc¬ 
tions.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norweb  purchased  important  colonial 
era  coins  from  B.  Max  Mehl,  among  other  dealers,  in  the 
1930s.  During  the  decade  1952-1962,  Mrs.  Norweb  had  her 
pick  of  the  important  early  American  coins  acquired  by  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company. 

This  first  auction  of  early  American  material  from  the  Nor¬ 
web  Collection  contains  several  important  series.  The  col¬ 
lection  of  Massachusetts  silver  coins,  ranging  from  NE 
through  Pine  Tree  issues,  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
specialized  ever  sold  at  auction.  The  Norweb  Collection  of 
New  Jersey  coppers  contains  a  rare  Date  Under  Plough  Beam 
variety,  Maris  7-E,  as  well  as  a  23V2-R!  Among  Vermont  cop¬ 
pers  will  be  found  two  specimens  of  the  rare  Ryder-5,  struck 
and  cast  examples. 

The  catalogue  descriptions  that  follow  have  been  organized 
in  the  following  fashion.  First,  we  have  listed  the  date  and 
common  attribution  name  of  the  issue;  where  the  piece  is 
undated,  or  is  known  to  have  been  struck  later  than  its  stat¬ 
ed  date,  we  have  supplied  the  correct  date  within  paren¬ 


theses.  Next  following  will  be  found  the  standard  identifi¬ 
cation  number  for  the  variety,  such  as  Ryder  for  Vermonts, 
etc.  Immediately  following  the  identification  number  will  be 
found  the  grade,  along  with  notes  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
piece  compared  to  others  known.  Next  will  be  found  the  rar¬ 
ity  rating  for  the  variety,  based  upon  our  own  studies,  sup¬ 
plemented  by  information  supplied  us  by  other  students  of 
colonial  era  coins.  Next  follows  the  coin's  weight,  and  its  die 
axis.  The  metal  the  coin  is  composed  of,  if  not  standard,  will 
be  found  also.  Information  regarding  die  states,  technical 
analyses,  census  figures,  historical  information,  and  pedi¬ 
gree  information  will  be  found  listed  in  separate  paragraphs 
following  the  main  description. 

In  every  case  we  have  provided  the  die  axis  for  each  coin 
to  follow.  A  short  note  of  explanation  may  be  required  here. 
Mass  produced  coinages  are  struck  between  fixed  dies, 
whose  alignments  are  set  and  known  and  do  not  vary  from 
coin  to  coin.  Early  American  coins  were  not  struck  with  such 
care  for  the  precise  alignment  of  their  dies.  On  modern  Unit¬ 
ed  States  coinage,  the  reverse  is  positioned  "upside-down" 
when  compared  to  the  obverse.  If  we  take  as  an  example  a 
1980  Lincoln  cent,  holding  the  obverse  between  our  fingers 
with  Lincoln's  head  pointing  straight  up,  turning  the  coin 
on  its  vertical  axis  180°  shows  the  reverse  pointing  directly 
downwards,  appearing  upside-down.  In  the  descriptions 
that  follow,  we  have  noted  the  alignment  of  the  reverse  die 
of  each  piece,  expressed  in  degrees.  In  these  descriptions, 
the  obverse  is  always  assumed  to  be  perfectly  aligned  along 
its  north-south  axis,  with  the  top  of  the  obverse  pointing 
directly  at  the  0°  position.  Consequently,  where  a  coin  is  not¬ 
ed  as  having  an  axis  of,  say,  315°,  this  means  that  the  piece 
was  struck  almost  with  a  "medal  turn." 
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Sommer  Islands  Twopence 

Possibly  Third  Finest  Known 


1140  (1616)  Sommer  Islands  twopence.  VF-30,  possibly  third  finest 

known.  Rarity-7.  23.9  grains.  7mm.  315°.  Almost  full  silvering  re¬ 
maining,  just  a  few  areas  of  the  underlying  copper  showing 
through  on  the  high  spots.  Well  struck  obverse,  with  a  fully  out¬ 
lined  hog.  Some  verdigris  on  the  reverse,  as  usually  seen  on  these 
pieces.  SI  clear  on  the  reverse,  ship  somewhat  soft  in  the  centers 
and  lower  right.  Full  wave  lines.  Slightly  off  center,  but  only  the 
left-most  portion  of  the  beaded  border  is  off  the  flan.  Clear  five- 
pointed  star  in  field  between  hog's  legs.  Possibly  the  third  finest 
known  of  this  rare  denomination;  Carnegie  and  Brand  II  were 
both  VF,  as  this  piece,  but  with  sharper  definition.  We  do  not 
know  the  conditions  of  the  E.  Rodovan-Bell  or  the  Bermuda 
Historical  Society  Collection  pieces.  Finer  than  the  Garrett,  Robi¬ 
son,  Roper,  or  Lauder  coins. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  January  22,  1956, 
possibly  from  their  mail  bid  sale  of  January  13th. 

We  have  traced  nine  recent  auction  sales  or  collection  references  to  the  Sommer  Is¬ 
lands  twopence.  The  final  two  entries  in  the  census  listing  to  follow  may  be  duplicates 


of  the  preceding  seven.  The  census  of  known  specimens  of  the  twopence  appears  to 
be  between  seven  and  nine  specimens,  accounting  for  the  rarity  rating  given  above. 

1.  Garrett  (1980):1196.  Fine. 

2.  Robison  (1982):3.  Good. 

3.  Lauder  (1983):108.  VG. 

4.  Roper  (1983):6.  Fine. 

5.  Carnegie  (1983):1121.  VF. 

6.  Brand  II  (1984):944.  VF,  ex  Sears,  1914  ANS  Exhibition. 

7.  This  specimen,  ex  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company. 

8.  E.  Rodovan-Bell  Collection. 

9.  Bermuda  Historical  Society  Collection. 

Strictly  speaking,  Sommer  Islands  pieces  do  not  belong  in  the  United  States  coloni¬ 
al  coins  series.  Presumably  struck  for  circulation  in  the  Bermuda  Islands,  following 
a  patent  dated  June  29,  1615,  they  were  struck  after  the  islands  had  been  severed  from 
the  Virginia  Company  and  placed  within  the  sphere  of  the  London  Company.  Syl¬ 
vester  Crosby  included  Sommer  Islands  pieces  in  his  Early  Coins  of  America,  but  mod¬ 
ern  authorities  list  them  separately  from  the  colonial  American  series.  In  this  cata¬ 
logue,  we  have  listed  the  Norweb  Collection  Sommer  Islands  pieces  first,  to  be  followed 
by  the  "Raleigh  Plantation  tokens,"  and  the  Holt's  Florida  Plantation  tokens.  None  of 
these  three  types  is  known  to  have  circulated  in  the  American  colonies,  and  so  they 
have  been  listed  first,  out  of  strict  chronological  order,  to  separate  them  from  those 
pieces  to  follow. 
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1141 


Sommer  Islands  Threepence 

Extremely  Rare 

The  Rarest  Denomination  of  the  Series 


(1616)  Sommer  Islands  threepence.  VF-20.  Rarity-7+.  23.7  grains. 
21mm.  65°.  Exceptionally  sharp  obverse  strike,  with  bristles  and 
fur  detail  clear  and  a  well-defined  hog.  Clear  denomination  above. 
Reverse  very  soft,  as  illustrated,  and  also  as  struck.  Virtually  full 
obverse  silvering,  if  faded;  traces  of  silvering  present  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  towards  the  upper  left  of  the  ob¬ 
verse,  but  affecting  only  the  beaded  border  there.  A  difficult  coin 
to  grade  technically,  as  the  reverse  was  softly  struck  to  begin  with. 
Nevertheless,  finer  than  the  Carnegie  or  Lauder  specimens,  the 
last  public  offerings  of  this  denomination  we  have  traced.  The 
conditions  of  the  specimens  in  the  British  Museum,  Eric  New¬ 
man,  and  E.  Rodovan-Bell  collections  are  unknown  to  us.  The 
lack  of  reverse  definition  makes  it  difficult,  as  well,  to  place  this 
piece  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the  denomination.  In  terms 
of  the  obverse,  this  may  be  the  finest  known. 

Purchased  from  J.  Douglas  Ferguson  on  December  28,  1956.  Earlier, 
from  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Robert  R.  Prann  Collection,  August  26,  1947. 

As  the  rarity  rating  suggests,  the  Sommer  Islands  threepence  is  the  rarest  denomi¬ 
nation  in  the  series.  Presently,  only  six  specimens  are  known  to  us.  The  last  entry  in 


the  census  to  follow  may  be  a  duplication  of  the  first  or  second. 

1.  Lauder  (1983):109.  Fine,  possibly  ex  Shumway  Collection. 

2.  Carnegie  (1983):1120.  F/VG. 

3.  This  piece. 

4.  British  Museum  Collection. 

5.  Eric  P.  Newman  Collection. 

6.  E.  Rodovan-Bell  Collection. 

Only  one  obverse  and  reverse  die  pair  is  known  to  have  struck  the  twopence  and 
threepence  denominations.  Two  reverses  are  known  on  the  sixpence,  married  to  one 
obverse;  and  two  reverses  are  known  on  the  shilling,  also  married  to  one  obverse.  In 
all,  there  are  four  obverse  dies  and  seven  reverses  known.  Speculation  as  to  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  a  second  obverse  used  to  coin  the  twopence  has  not  been  substantiated  by 
experience.  A  very  interesting  feature  noticeable  on  the  obverses  of  Sommer  Islands 
pieces  was  first  described  by  Walter  Breen  in  the  November  1977  issue  of  The  Colonial 
Newsletter.  The  obverses  appear  to  bear  what  may  be  called  secrets  beneath  or  before 
the  hog.  Secrets,  in  this  context,  refer  to  marks  of  varying  shapes  and  designs,  placed 
in  the  dies,  designed  either  as  an  anti-counterfeiting  measure,  or,  more  likely,  as  a 
mark  identifying  the  diecutter.  While  the  Sommer  Islands  pieces  are  usually  found 
heavily  oxidized  (the  climate  in  the  Bermuda  Islands  is  not  benign  for  copper  coins), 
these  have  been  seen  by  the  present  writer  on  all  specimens  of  the  issue  in  Fine  or 
better  condition.  Interested  readers  are  referred  to  Breen's  technical  note  in  the  above 
reference,  for  an  exact  description  and  further  information. 
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Sommer  Islands  Sixpence 

Small  Portholes  Variety 


1142  (1616)  Sommer  Islands  sixpence.  Small  Portholes  variety.  VF-20, 

high  Condition  Census.  Rarity-7.  35.6  grains.  24mm.  320°.  Some 
silvering  still  present  on  the  flan,  particularly  the  obverse.  Some 
verdigris  on  both  surfaces.  Full  hog  and  denomination,  with  full 
obverse  legend.  Nicely  detailed  ship,  with  full  wave  lines  below. 
Well  centered.  Rarity- 7,  fewer  than  10  known.  The  finest  we  have 
traced  recently  was  Roper:5.  The  Norweb  coin  is  equivalent  in 


technical  grade  and  sharpness  to  Robison:2.  None  in  the  Car¬ 
negie  sale,  which  contained  the  other  rarities  in  the  series.  Steams 
(1966):2  coin  was  Choice  Fine. 

Purchased  privately  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 

Of  the  two  varieties  of  sixpence,  this  one,  with  a  row  of  four,  small  portholes  along 
the  ship's  flank,  is  the  rarer. 
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Sommer  Islands  Sixpence 

Large  Portholes  Variety 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1143  (1616)  Sommer  Islands  sixpence.  Large  Portholes  variety.  EF-40, 

among  the  finest  known.  Rarity-5+.  56.0  grains.  26mm.  65°.  Traces 
of  original  silvering  visible  in  places.  Typical,  ragged  edges,  but 
unaffecting  the  major  design  detail  or  legends.  Bright  golden- 
brown  highlights,  against  a  pale  golden-brown  background.  Full 
hog  and  denomination  on  the  obverse;  well-struck  and  nicely 
detailed  galleon  on  the  reverse.  Equal  to  Carnegie:  1119  and  Gar¬ 
rett:  1197  (there  mis-catalogued;  the  Guide  Book  plate  coin);  finer 
than  Roper:3  &  4. 

Purchased  from  /.  Douglas  Ferguson  in  late  1956.  Earlier  ex  David 
O.  Hughes  Collection,  sold  April  9,  1948  by  Stack's. 

With  these  sixpenny  denominations,  new  types  are  found.  On  the  obverse,  the  usual 


hog  and  denomination  are  seen  within  a  central  circle.  Around  the  outside  of  the  cir¬ 
cle  is  the  legend  SOMMER  ILANDS.  Spacing  between  the  A  N  D  is  very  wide,  as 
on  the  Small  Portholes  variety.  The  reverse  bears  a  full-sailed,  three-masted  galleon 
to  the  left,  flying  the  George  flag  at  her  masts.  The  variety  takes  its  name  from  the 
four  rather  large  portholes  along  her  side. 

As  noted  earlier,  the  climate  in  the  Bermuda  Islands  is  not  conducive  to  the  sur¬ 
vival,  in  outstanding  condition,  of  any  copper  coin,  not  to  mention  those  struck  on 
thin  flans  over  350  years  ago.  All  known  Sommer  Islands  coins,  of  whatever  denomi¬ 
nation,  are  found  in  EF  or  lower  condition,  with  varying  degrees  of  oxidation  and/or 
corrosion.  Pieces  such  as  this,  with  sharp  detail  on  both  surfaces,  are  very  rare. 

An  indispensable  reference  for  determining  sale  dates,  vendors,  and  collection  names 
is  Martin  Gengerke's  American  Numismatic  Auctions,  III  vols,  7th  ed.  (1987).  All  serious 
numismatic  researchers  and  advanced  collectors  should  possess  these  volumes  in  their 
libraries.  They  are  available  through  our  Publications  Department. 


Sommer  Islands  Shilling 


1144  (1616)  Sommer  Islands  Shilling.  Small  Sails  variety.  Thin- 

planchet.  VF^20.  Rarity-5+.  127.9  grains.  31mm.  5°.  Very  typi¬ 
cal  condition  for  the  denomination.  No  trace  of  silvering  re¬ 
mains,  and  the  surfaces  are  spotted  with  verdigris.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  a  mostly  full  hog  and  obverse  legend;  SO  weak  but 
distinguishable,  second  S  always  seen  weakly  struck,  if  visi¬ 
ble  at  all.  Mostly  full  ship,  with  massive  break  in  the  center 
of  her  hull  here  somewhat  more  advanced  than  often  seen. 
Slightly  out  of  round,  but  without  affecting  anything  impor¬ 
tant  on  the  coin. 

Purchased  on  November  20,  1956. 

Two  varieties  of  the  shilling  are  known,  from  two  different  reverse  dies:  one,  as 
this  specimen,  bears  a  galleon  with  small  sails;  the  other,  considerably  rarer 
fRarity-7-f ),  shows  the  galleon  with  large  sails. 

The  Small  Sails  shilling  is  known  on  both  thick  and  thin  planchets.  We  have 
traced  only  one  specimen  struck  on  a  thicker  than  usual  planchet,  the  piece  in 
the  next  lot. 
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Sommer  Islands  Shilling 


Thick  Planchet— Possibly  Unique 

Crosby  Plate  Coin 

Sylvester  S.  Crosby's  Personal  Specimen 


1145  (1616)  Sommer  Islands  Shilling.  Small  Sails  variety.  EF-40.  Thick 

planchet,  about  40%  heavier  than  usually  found.  Rarity-5+  for 
type.  175.9  grains.  32mm.  125°  unusually  far  out  of  alignment. 
Exceptional  condition  for  the  issue,  as  a  whole,  which  is  usually 
found  in  VF  or  lower  grades.  EF  coins  are  probably  Rarity-7+! 
No  trace  of  silvering  remains.  Bright  golden-brown  on  the  high 
points,  deep  gray-brown  surfaces  and  fields.  Sharply  struck  hog, 
with  bristles  well  outlined  and  sharp  detail  in  its  hide.  Full  de¬ 
nomination  above  and  full  grass  and  flower  detail  below!  First 
M  weak  in  the  die,  as  second  S.  Old  scratch  through  R.  Other¬ 
wise,  exceptionally  sharp  and  well-defined  obverse  legend.  Ful¬ 
ly  struck  ship,  the  die  bulge  in  the  center  of  her  hull  in  an  early 
stage  of  development  (see  the  piece  in  the  preceding  lot  for  an 
earlier  stage).  Planchet  clip  noticeable  on  obverse  at  11:00.  Cros¬ 
by  I,  1,  his  personal  specimen.  Finer  than  Carnegie:1118,  Robi¬ 
son:!,  Roper:  1,  Picker:  1,  Park:l,  the  Lauder  specimen,  and  the 
Taxay  plate  coin.  Quite  possibly,  the  finest  known  of  its  type. 

Sylvester  S.  Crosby;  later  to  B.  Max  Mehl;  purchased  on  January  1 1, 
1937  by  Mrs.  Norweb. 

The  clear  presence  of  a  planchet  cutter  mark  on  the  obverse  of  this  piece  proves 
that  these  were  struck  on  rolled  strip.  This  is  in  keeping  with  contemporary  technolo¬ 
gy,  as  rolled  strips  bearing  the  impressions  of  royal  farthings  of  Charles  I  are  known 
(Peck,  plate  II,  no.  207).  Minute  inspection  of  the  edge  of  this  piece  shows  that  the 
obverse  edge  is  beveled  outwards,  while  the  edge,  as  seen  from  the  reverse,  is  not. 
It  would  appear  that  the  planchet  cutter  used  to  produce  the  flans  was  of  the  "cookie- 
cutter"  type,  but  only  the  upper  portion  of  the  cutter  bore  an  edge.  As  the  strip  was 
fed  through  the  hand-operated  cutter,  cut  planchets  dropped  through  the  bottom  por¬ 
tion  of  the  cutter  into  a  hopper  below. 

The  early  use  of  planchet  strip  in  the  Royal  Mint  is  well  documented.  There,  royal 
farthings  of  Charles  I  were  struck  between  roller  dies,  a  technology  very  common  on 
the  continent  in  the  late  17th  century,  and  which  persisted  into  the  middle  of  the  18th 
century,  particularly  in  France.  Roller  dies  were  two  cylindrical  die  steel  rollers,  on 
the  surfaces  of  which  were  impressed  the  designs  of  the  intended  coins.  The  upper 
roller  bore  the  "obverse"  die  and  the  lower  roller  bore  the  "reverse"  die.  Most  roller 
dies  bore  more  than  one  impression  of  the  coin  they  were  intended  to  create,  as  this 
was  an  ideal  and  economic  way  of  impressing  long  planchet  strip  stock  with  the  in¬ 
tended  coin  design. 

The  operator  of  the  roller  die  machinery  hand-turned  a  crank  which  rotated  the  two 
rollers  in  a  clockwise  fashion  and  counter-clockwise  (upper  and  lower  rollers,  respec¬ 
tively).  The  rollers  were  positioned  with  an  interval  between  them  slightly  thinner  than 
the  thickness  of  the  strip  they  were  intended  to  impress.  Both  the  upper  and  lower 
roller  dies  were  positioned  so  that  the  "obverse"  and  "reverse"  die  faces  would  line 
up  directly  atop  each  other  as  the  rollers  were  turned.  Another  operator  fed  strip  into 


the  rollers,  which,  as  they  were  turned,  impressed  the  strip  with  the  intended  coin 
design.  The  "struck"  strip  was  then  taken  to  the  planchet  cutting  bench,  where  the 
cutter  was  positioned  directly  over  the  pressed  impressions  and  individual  coins  were 
cut  from  the  strip. 

On  several  of  the  impressions  seen  in  the  plate  reproduced  in  Peck's  English  Copper, 
Tin  and  Bronze  Coins  in  the  British  Museum  1558-1958,  wrinkles  can  be  seen.  It  would 
seem  that  as  the  strip  was  caught  between  the  rollers,  occasionally  bends  or  wrinkles 
were  created  in  the  flans,  much  as  a  sheet  can  become  wrinkled  when  it  passes  through 
a  pair  of  old-fashioned  ringers,  in  the  laundry  process.  Several  Sommer  Islands  shil¬ 
lings  we  have  seen,  notably  Robison:l  and  Carnegie:  11 18,  show  wrinkles  very  similar 
to  those  appearing  on  the  royal  farthings  in  the  Peck  plate.  It  is  very  tempting  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  Sommer  Islands  pieces  were  also  manufactured  on  roller  presses.  The 
technology  is  contemporaneous,  and  would  certainly  be  economical.  An  argument 
against  this  theory,  one  that  is  almost  fatal  to  it,  is  the  lack  of  more  than  one  ohverse 
die  per  denomination  and  only  seven  reverse  dies  spread  among  all  four  denomina¬ 
tions.  Were  roller  dies  employed,  we  would  expect  to  find  two,  three,  or  four  different 
obverse  and  reverse  dies  per  denomination. 

Another  argument  against  the  use  of  roller  dies  to  coin  the  Sommer  Islands  pieces 
involves  a  somewhat  more  technical  detail.  Many  contemporary  European  silver  coins, 
both  dollar  and  half  dollar  size,  struck  between  roller  dies  exhibit  a  pronounced  bend 
across  their  entire  surface.  When  looked  at  from  the  edge,  they  appear  concave  on 
one  side.  This,  clearly,  is  an  artifact  of  the  diameter  of  the  rollers  employed.  Were  the 
flan  of  the  intended  coin  close  to  half  the  diameter  of  the  rollers  it  was  to  be  coined 
between,  the  rollers  would  impart  a  bend  to  the  flan.  We  see  no  such  bends  on  the 
Sommer  Islands  pieces,  including  the  large  30  to  35mm.  diameter  shilling  flan  For 
such  a  large  diameter  piece  to  have  escaped  the  concavity  usually  imparted  by  roller 
dies,  the  rollers  would  have  had  to  have  been  seven  inches  or  more  in  diameter! 

Mrs.  Norweb  purchased  this  piece  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  11,  1937, 
for  $275,  a  large  sum  for  the  time  when  a  "brass"  Continental  "dollar,"  beaded  rings 
reverse,  sold  for  $325.  In  his  description,  Mehl  stated  "struck  on  a  more  than  double 
thickness.  Probably  unique."  The  thickness  was  not  quite  double,  but  the  piece  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  heaviest  Sommer  Islands  shilling  thus  far  recorded.  The  unusual  weight 
does  not  suggest  a  piedfort  striking,  nor  a  presentation  one;  it  may  simply  have  been 
an  artifact  created  by  being  the  final  piece  struck  at  the  end  of  a  roll  strip,  which  had 
not  been  reduced  in  thickness  as  much  as  the  central  portion  of  the  strip  had  been 
(a  phenomenon  common  to  some  United  States  copper  coins).  Neither  Mehl  nor  Mrs. 
Norweb  were  aware  that  this  specimen  had  previously  been  owned  by  Sylvester  Crosby, 
and  plated  in  his  The  Early  Coins  of  America.  A  comparison  of  this  piece  with  the  speci¬ 
men  plated  in  Crosby  establishes  the  identity  of  the  two.  In  describing  the  Sommer 
Islands  shilling,  Crosby  writes  as  follows: 

But  two  of  these  pieces  are  known  to  us,  one  of  which  is  in  the  collection 
of  William  S.  Appleton,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  and  the  other  has  recently  come  into 
possession  of  the  writer  [this  piece).  The  latter  piece  was  found,  a  few  years 
since,  in  a  bag  of  old  coppers  considered  as  of  very  little  value,  and  bought, 
without  knowledge  of  its  rarity  by  a  junk  dealer  in  New  York;  but,  being  dis¬ 
covered  by  a  collector,  was  quickly  rescued  from  its  obscurity,  and  has  now 
found  its  way  to  its  present  resting  place. 
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Scarce  "Raleigh  Plantation"  Token 


1146  Undated  “Raleigh  Plantation"  token.  Betts-15.  VF-20.  Rarity-6. 
143.0  grains.  27.9mm.  20°.  Brass,  silvered.  Technical  grade  VF-20, 
sharpness  of  a  much  finer  coin.  Exceptionally  sharp,  with  detail 
on  the  "obverse"  rarely  seen.  Plain  edge  (the  so-called  "gripped 
edge"  pieces  are  also  plain),  struck  on  a  cast  blank.  Nearly  60% 
of  the  original  silvering  still  remains. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  April  23,  1955. 

The  obverse  bears  an  hermaphroditic  figure  reclining  left,  right  elbow  and  left  hand 
upon  a  crudely  drawn  skull.  Single  rose  at  left  foot;  in  the  background,  a  tree  and 
a  building  bearing  three  gables;  the  whole  surrounded  by  a  poorly  drawn  ourobouros 
(symbol  of  eternity).  The  reverse  bears  in  its  center  a  full  blown  rose,  of  Tudor  style, 
with  two  leaves  at  its  stem.  Around,  in  two  separate  lines,  is  inscribed:  AS  SOONE 
AS  WEE  TO  BEE  BEGVNN  WE  DID  BEGIN  TO  BE  UNDONN.  Crudely  denticulated 
borders. 

Included  by  Betts  in  American  Colonial  History  Illustrated  By  Contemporary  Medals,  in 
his  section  "The  Period  Of  Discovery,"  the  piece,  however,  may  have  no  relation  what¬ 
soever  to  American  colonial  coins  or  medals.  The  reverse  legend  has  been  taken  by 
some  to  suggest  the  fate  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  colony  of  Roanoke,  founded  in  1584 
off  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  Most  likely,  this  piece  is  really  a  late  16th-century  Lon¬ 
don  mortuary  token.  It  would  be  curious  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  to  issue  a  token  com¬ 
memorating  the  failure  of  one  of  his  ventures,  as  he  was  not  a  man  to  publicize  defeat. 

There  are  two  obverse  and  reverse  dies  known  to  the  present  writer  bearing  these 
types,  as  illustrated  in  this  and  the  next  lot.  Raleigh  Plantation  Tokens  are  rarely  of¬ 
fered  at  auction,  and  are  probably  Rarity-6  overall.  With  virtually  full  silvering,  as  this 
example,  the  piece  is  more  likely  a  Rarity-7+.  Prior  auction  records  we  can  trace  are: 
Stack's  (June  1973):  851.  Fine;  Stack's’  (March  1975):  724.  VF/EF;  Nasca/Kessler- 
Spangenbexger  (April  1981):  2192.  Fine  +  ;  Bowers  and  Merena/Stetten- 
Buchenbach/Smith  (November  1986):  2636.  AG/VG  (damaged). 


American  Plantations  Tokens 

Uncirculated  Plantations  Token 


1148  Undated  (1688)  American  plantations  token.  Newman  4-E.  Un¬ 
circulated.  Restrike.  142.6  grains.  27.7mm.  65°.  Tin.  Small  area  of 
tinpest  at  11:30  on  the  obverse  and  corresponding  portion  of  the 
reverse.  Somewhat  reflective  surfaces. 

Purchased  from  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on  December  4,  1909. 

The  original  tin  tokens,  denominated  at  124th  part  of  a  Spanish  real,  were  the  first 
British  issue  intended  to  be  coined  for  the  American  colonies.  In  a  petition  to  the  crown 
dated  July  27,  1688  (old  style)  Henry  Holt,  a  tin  farmer  (mine  owner)  prayed  royal  ap¬ 
proval  for  coining  "farthings"  in  tin.  Their  value  was  to  be  expressed  in  terms  of  Span¬ 
ish  coinage,  as  Holt  believed  that  pieces  so  denominated  would  circulate  more  freely 
than  otherwise.  10,000  pounds  sterling  per  year  was  to  be  struck  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  Forty  tin  tokens  were  to  circulate  at  a  value  of  tenpence,  but  with  an  intrinsic 
value  of  only  sevenpence,  the  difference  to  be  sufficent  for  costs  and  profit. 

As  no  royal  patent  approving  the  petition  has  survived,  and  as  James  II  fled  En¬ 
gland  in  December  1688,  no  authorization  for  their  issuance  may  have  been  forthcom¬ 
ing.  It  is  most  likely  that  the  issue  was  never  officially  authorized,  and  these  pieces 
may  never  have  actually  circulated  in  the  American  plantations  they  were  intended 
for,  either. 

The  original  dies  were  acquired  from  the  heirs  of  John  Roettier  by  Matthew  Young, 
an  English  coin  dealer,  who  had  restrikes  made  in  1828.  Eric  Newman  published  the 
results  of  a  lengthy  study  of  the  issue  in  ANS  museum  notes  XI  (1964),  including  an 
assay,  which  revealed  that  the  pieces  were  made  of  almost  pure  tin  (97.46%).  As  tin 
is  highly  susceptible  to  surface  corrosion  in  cold  temperatures,  the  vast  majority  of 
the  American  plantations  tokens,  whether  the  handful  of  originals  or  the  many  res¬ 
trikes,  are  found  with  varying  degrees  of  tinpest  on  their  surfaces. 

1149  Undated  (1688)  American  plantations  token.  N  5-D.  VF-30.  Re¬ 
strike.  181.6  grains.  27.8mm.  170°.  Heavy  die  break  extending  from 
A  into  field  below,  reaching  to  I  of  HIB.  Weak  at  3:00  on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  from  Stack's,  date  unrecorded. 


Second  "Raleigh  Plantation"  Token 


Struck  in  Copper 


1147  Undated  “Raleigh  Plantation"  token.  B-15.  F-12,  surfaces  some¬ 
what  pitted.  Rarity-6  (?).  146.0  grains.  30.6mm.  355°.  Struck  in  cop¬ 
per,  unlike  the  usual,  brassy  metal  found.  Wider  than  usual  flank. 
Centers  weak,  partially  a  result  of  striking  and  partially  a  result 
of  the  wear  this  piece  has  seen.  Plain  edge. 

Purchased  privately  from  Stack's  on  November  30,  1953. 

Struck  from  different  dies  than  the  piece  in  the  preceding  lot.  The  distinctions  are 
very  clear.  Obverse:  reclining  figure  is  smaller;  skull  is  of  different  shape  and  further 
from  the  left  border;  two  roses  flank  the  figure,  one  left  and  one  right.  Reverse:  sec¬ 
ond  band  of  legend  begins  slightly  to  the  left  of  the  first,  W  left  of  A  and  E  left  of 
S.  Otherwise,  the  major  types  are  identical.  The  ourobouros  is  here  very  cleanly  defined. 

These  dies  appear  on  specimens  far  less  frequently  than  the  ones  used  to  strike  the 
piece  in  the  preceding  lot.  Both  the  illustration  in  Betts'  reference  and  the  specimen 
sold  in  our  Stetten-Buchenbach/Smith  sale  were  of  the  type  of  the  piece  in  the  preceding 
lot.  This  variety  may  be  a  full  Rarity-7! 


Rare  American  Plantations  Token 

Sideways  4  In  Denomination 


1150  Undated  (1688)  American  plantations  token.  N  6-C.  VF-20.  138.6 
grains.  28mm.  5°.  Rarity-7+,  sideways  4  in  denomination.  Dark 
and  with  several  areas  of  pest.  Edge  partially  corroded,  numer¬ 
ous  dents. 

This  is  a  rare  variety,  with  the  denomination  numerals  24  incorrectly  punched  into 
the  die,  with  the  latter  numeral  punched  in  sideways!.  This  reverse  appears  with  two 
obverse  dies,  Newman-3  and  6,  each  of  which  is  Rarity-7+.  We  have  traced  only  one 
recent  auction  appearance  of  Newman-6C,  Roper:  71,  an  Extremely  Fine  example. 

1151  Undated  (1688)  American  plantations  token.  N  6-F.  AU-50.  136.8 
grains.  27.3mm.  65°.  Tin.  Well  struck,  an  attractive  deep  gray. 
Several  areas  of  tinpest  noticeable  on  both  surfaces.  This  would 
make  a  nice  coin  for  a  type  collection. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on  November 
30,  1956. 

1152  Undated  (1688)  American  plantations  token.  N  6-F.  EF-40.  146.4 
grains.  27.4mm.  335°.  Light  gray.  Few  signs  of  pest,  surfaces  some¬ 
what  pebbly.  One  or  two  old  obverse  scratches,  gouge  beneath 
horse. 

Purchased  from  B.A.  Seaby  on  March  27,  1954. 
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Massachusetts  Silver  Coins 


Struck  over  a  30-year  period,  from  1652  to  1682,  the  silver 
coins  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  have  long  been  con¬ 
sidered  the  aristocrats  of  the  American  colonial  series.  Origi¬ 
nally  authorized  by  Acts  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  dated  May  26/27,  1652  and  May  16,  1662,  the  silver 
coinage  of  Massachusetts  is  the  earliest  struck  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  colonies.  With  the  exception  of  the  1662  Oak  Tree  two¬ 
pence,  all  Massachusetts  silver  coins  bear  the  frozen  date 
1652  (the  date  of  the  original  enabling  legislation);  the  Oak 
Tree  twopence  was  authorized  in  1662,  so,  logically,  it  bore 
that  date.  The  legislation  authorizing  a  silver  coinage  for  "the 
colony  established  a  shilling  of  .925  fineness  (sterling  stan¬ 
dard),  but  a  weight  of  75%  of  the  contemporary  British 
equivalent.  The  reduction  in  weight  was  deliberate,  as  it  was 
meant  to  restrict  circulation  of  the  coinage  to  the  area  of  the 
Bay  Colony,  and  to  distinguish  the  issue  from  the  British  shil¬ 
ling,  with  which  it  might  compete  in  the  New  World.  The 
legislation,  as  well,  lawfully  limited  the  circulation  of  the 
coinage  to  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Court;  this, 
however,  did  not  prevent  large  quantities  of  shillings  being 
exported,  a  practice  subsequently  declared  illegal  by  the 
Court. 

Four  main  types  are  distinguished  in  the  silver  coinage  se¬ 
ries.  The  first,  the  undated  New  England  issue,  has  been  at¬ 
tributed  to  1652,  struck  from  the  late  spring  to  the  winter 
of  that  year.  The  second,  the  Willow  Tree  issue,  has  been 
dated  from  the  winter  of  1652  to  the  winter  of  1659/60.  The 
Oak  Tree  issue,  which  is  felt  to  be  next  in  the  series,  has  been 
dated  as  struck  from  the  winter  of  1659/60  through  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1667.  The  final  type  issued,  the  Pine  Tree,  has  been 
dated  from  the  winter  of  1667  to  the  early  spring  of  1682. 
Two  main  “types"  of  Pine  Tree  shillings  have  been  distin¬ 
guished,  those  struck  on  large  planchets  and  those  struck 
on  smaller,  more  constricted  flans.  These  latter  are  consid¬ 
ered  to  have  succeeded  the  former,  sometime  in  the  winter 
of  1675. 

The  overall  dating  of  the  issue  is  somewhat  conjectural, 
and  relies  heavily  upon  the  fact  that  the  mint  masters  autho¬ 
rized  to  strike  these  coins,  John  Hall  and  Robert  Sanderson, 
negotiated  seven-year  contracts  with  the  General  Court  for 
:he  privilege  of  minting.  The  fixed  dates  in  the  series  are  the 
date  of  the  original  enabling  legislation.  May  26/27,  1652;  the 
date  of  the  legislation  authorizing  the  twopenny  denomina- 
:ion.  May  16,  1662;  and  the  expiration  date  of  Hall  and  San¬ 
derson's  final  contract.  May  12,  1682. 

The  first  type  issued,  the  New  England  issue,  was  a  very 
simple  coin,  being  no  more  than  an  elongated  oval  of  silver, 
stamped  at  the  top  of  one  side  NE  and  the  top  of  the  other 
vith  the  mark  of  its  denomination.  The  type  that  is  pre¬ 
sumed  to  have  succeeded  it,  the  Willow  Tree  issue,  was 
somewhat  more  sophisticated.  On  this  type,  the  center  of 
he  obverse  bore  a  representation  of  an  amorphous  tree  (later 
sailed  a  willow  tree);  and  in  the  center  of  its  reverse,  the  date 
)f  the  enabling  legislation  and  the  coin's  denomination. 
Wound  the  obverse  and  reverse  rims  ran  a  legend  continu- 
>us  across  both  sides,  MASSACHUSETTS  IN  NEW  EN¬ 
GLAND  AN  DOM.  The  exact  orthography  and  style  of  the 
egend  varied  from  die  to  die,  but  was  the  legend  to  be  found 
m  all  Massachusetts  silver  coins  thereafter.  The  third  type, 


following  the  Willow  Tree,  also  bore  as  its  obverse  type  a 
deciduous  tree,  later  called  an  oak  tree.  The  fourth  and  fi¬ 
nal  type  struck  bore  a  very  recognizable  pine  tree.  New  En¬ 
gland  issues  were  hand-stamped,  using  different  punches 
to  create  their  designs.  The  Willow  Tree  pieces  were  die 
struck,  probably  using  hand-held  hammer  and  anvil  dies, 
not  fixed  sufficiently  to  prevent  chattering,  a  feature  typical 
of  the  issue.  Oak  Tree  coins  were  die  struck,  but  by  the  time 
of  their  manufacture  (circa  1659-1667)  the  dies  were  fixed  and 
chattering  was  not  as  much  of  a  problem  as  it  had  been  on 
the  earlier  issue.  By  the  time  the  Pine  Tree  issue  was  struck 
(1667-1682),  the  Mint  had  progressed  considerably  beyond 
its  earlier  technological  capability,  and  many  numismatists 
believe  that  the  Pine  Tree  issue  in  its  entirety,  not  only  the 
small  planchet  pieces,  were  struck  on  a  screw  press.  The  Mint 
certainly  used  a  planchet  cutter  of  the  “cookie  cutter"  sort 
common  in  European  mints  of  the  time,  as  artifacts  of  the 
cutting  process  (planchet  cutter  'lips')  have  been  seen  on  is¬ 
sues  as  early  as  the  NE  pieces.  Coins  were  manufactured 
from  silver  plate  or  Spanish  circulating  pieces,  melted  and 
assayed,  then  rendered  into  billets  of  a  thickness  suitable  for 
rolling.  All  Massachusetts  silver  coins,  regardless  of  type, 
were  created  from  rolled  strip  rather  than  hammered  blanks. 
Some  historians  would  push  the  presence  of  a  screw  press, 
or  similar  mechanical  coining  apparatus,  back  as  early  as  the 
Oak  Tree  issue  (conjectured  begun  1659).  This,  however,  has 
not  yet  been  established  absolutely.  Considerable  original  re¬ 
search  remains  to  be  done  in  the  field  of  the  manufacturing 
processes  employed  at  the  Boston  Mint. 

The  Norweb  Collection  of  Massachusetts  silver  coins  con¬ 
tains  73  lots,  from  the  earliest  New  England  issue  through 
the  latest  Pine  Tree  coinage!  In  terms  of  size  and  contents, 
the  Norweb  Collection  as  presented  here  is  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  single  collection  sold  publicly  since  the  great  C.H. 
Stearns  sale  (1966).  The  Norweb  Collection  far  outclasses  any 
other  offering  since  that  time,  including  such  historic  sales 
as  New  Netherlands  60th  (1968);  Stack's  sale  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Historical  Society  Collection  (1970);  our  own  sale 
of  the  Garrett  Collection  (1980);  and  the  more  recent  sales 
of  the  Roper  (1983)  and  Picker  (1983)  collections.  When  com¬ 
bined  with  the  pieces  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  do¬ 
nated  to  the  National  Numismatic  Collection  at  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institution  and  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
Collection  in  New  York  City,  their  original  collection  rivals 
almost  every  other  collection  of  Massachusetts  silver  coins, 
whether  private  or  institutional. 

The  standard  reference  to  the  series  is  still  Sydney  P.  Noe's 
The  Silver  Coinage  of  Massachusetts.  Sydney  Noe  was  the  first 
to  systematically  study  the  series  and  publish  the  results  of 
his  findings.  Since  this  time,  Eric  P.  Newman  listed  new  die 
varieties  in  American  Numismatic  Society  Numismatic  Notes 
and  Monographs  No.  142;  and  the  late  Richard  Picker  pub¬ 
lished  a  listing  of  die  varieties  of  Oak  and  Pine  Tree  pieces 
in  the  1976  ANS  centennial  volume.  Sufficient  time  has 
passed  since  the  publication  of  Noe's  studies  (1943,  1947), 
and  the  later  Newman  and  Picker  works,  to  require  a  new 
synthesis  of  all  past  research,  as  well  as  a  listing  of  new  var¬ 
ieties  and  die  states  found  since  then.  This  is  acutely  need¬ 
ed  today. 
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Rare  New  England  Shilling 


1153  (1652)  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  New  England  shilling.  Noe 


I1I-C,  Crosby-Ill.  VF-30.  Rarity-7-.  69.8  grains.  28.1mm.  (north-south  axb 
26.8mm.  (east-west  axis).  Dark  gray.  Slightly  bent  across  lower  portion 
the  flan,  as  seen  from  the  "obverse,"  clearly  resulting  from  the  punchir 
of  the  denomination  into  the  flan.  As  a  type,  one  of  the  nicest  seen.  Amor 
other  specimens  of  its  variety,  this  is  finer  than  Springfield  I  (1981):  17( 
or  Lauder  (1983):  113.  Nicer  surfaces  than  the  Roper  (1983):  7  specimei 
but  not  as  well  rounded  as  that  coin. 

Purchased  privately  from  Thomas  Elder  on  December  17,  1907. 

Noe  III-C  is  the  "commonest"  of  all  the  varieties  of  the  New  England  shilling.  Nevertheless, 
is  still  considered  a  Rarity-7-,  with  fewer  than  a  dozen  specimens  thought  to  have  survived.  V 
can  trace  11,  including  this  piece.  This  example  shows  distinct  double  punching  on  the  denomir 
tion.  The  ethnic  punch  (issuing  authority)  on  the  obverse  is  in  a  moderately  advanced  state,  wi 
the  break  from  base  of  E  through  the  tail  of  N  reaching  almost  to  the  bottom  of  the  border  of  the  punc 


Willow  Tree  Shilling,  Noe  II-A 


1154  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Willow  Tree  shilling.  N  II-A. 

VF-20.  Rarity-8,  one  of  two  known.  69.7  grains.  27mm.  350°.  Medi¬ 
um  gray  overall,  with  a  few  areas  of  lighter  gray  toning.  Irregular 
edge,  as  made.  Struck  twice,  with  some  obliteration  of  letters  and 
a  distinctly  weak,  yet  still  outlined,  obverse  tree.  A  couple  of  old, 
trivial,  scratches  from  the  final  two  numerals  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  extending  through  the  inner  beaded  circle  to  the  edge.  Of 
the  highest  rarity,  only  the  second  specimen  of  this  combination 
known  to  us;  the  other  example  is  permanently  impounded  in 
the  American  Numismatic  Society  Collection,  making  this  the 
only  example  available  for  purchase  by  collectors. 

Purchased  in  the  late  1950s. 


While  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  were  well  known,  the  combination  II-A  was 
not  published  until  Eric  P.  Newman  described  it  in  American  Numismatic  Society  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Notes  and  Monographs  No.  142.  The  two  specimens  he  enumerated  at  the 
time,  the  ANS  and  the  Norweb  coins,  are  still,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  the  only 
specimens  known  of  the  combination.  The  fairly  severe  double  striking  has  softened 
the  centers  and  given  an  unusual,  bright  appearance  to  the  tree.  On  the  reverse,  the 
double  striking  has  all  but  obliterated  the  third  numeral  of  the  date,  and  created  an 
oddity  which  could  be  read  as  dated  1 16522!  The  striations  which  can  be  seen  run¬ 
ning  in  the  fields  between  many  of  the  letters  on  the  obverse  are  crude  die  scribing 
marks.  Similar  artifacts  can  be  seen  on  other  Willow  Tree  dies,  obverse  111  and  reverse 
C,  for  example. 

Of  the  two  specimens  known,  this  appears  to  be  slightly  finer  than  the  one  in  the 
ANS  Collection  as  more  letters  in  the  legends  are  present  on  the  flan  and  the  tree 
is  slightly  stronger. 
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Rare  Willow  Tree  Shilling 

Noe-3D 


1155  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Willow  Tree  shilling.  Noe-3D. 

VF-30,  among  the  finest  known.  Rarity-7.  69.7  grains.  27.3mm. 
0°  (perfect  "medal"  turn).  Medium  gray.  Typical  strike  for  the  se¬ 
ries,  with  portions  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  legends  running 
into  each  other  due  to  double  striking.  Mostly  strong  tree,  some 
weakness  across  the  upper  third.  Legends  more  complete,  how¬ 
ever,  than  usually  seen.  Legends  read  as  follows;  obverse:  MA 
ATHUSET  S.  IN;  reverse:  NEWENGLAND.A  DOM.  XII  (date  ob¬ 
scured  due  to  double  striking).  Finer  than  the  Kensington:216  or 
New  York  Public  Library:2002  specimens;  finer  than  Cole:1103 
coin,  which  was  the  Noe  plate  coin! 

Purchased  from  Henry  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Emanuel  Wertman  Col¬ 
lection,  November  19,  1910. 


Struck  from  an  earlier  state  of  the  dies  than  the  piece  in  the  following  lot,  clear  re¬ 
cutting  shows  on  the  reverse  within  the  loop  of  D  and  O;  spine  from  left  descender 
of  M  sharp;  obverse  "cross"  in  tree  sharp,  with  slight  bulge  on  the  top  left  portion 
of  the  shaft  clear.  Break  from  base  of  E,  which  runs  through  the  inner  circle  on  most 
specimens,  in  an  early  stage  here. 

Reverses  C  and  D  are  quite  difficult  to  distinguish  from  one  another.  One  distinc¬ 
tion  that  can  be  made  concerns  the  shape  of  the  Roman  numerals  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  On  reverse  D,  these  numerals  appear  flattened  and  somewhat  spread  out.  while 
on  C  they  are  tighter  and  sharper.  An  easier  distinction  can  be  found  in  the  shape 
of  the  W.  On  reverse  C,  the  W  resembles  two  Vs  side  by  side,  their  neighboring  por¬ 
tions  joined  across  the  top  by  a  "bridge"  of  metal,  giving  a  flattened  top  to  the  junc¬ 
ture.  On  reverse  D,  the  W  is  more  properly  formed  by  what  appears  to  have  been  two 
overlapping  V  punches. 
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Second  Willow  Tree  Shilling 

Noe-3D 


Possibly  the  Finest  Known 


1156  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Willow  Tree  shilling.  N-3D. 

EF-40/VF-30,  possibly  the  finest  known.  Rarity-7.  70.8  grains. 
27.9mm.  0°.  Pale  golden  gray.  Full  tree,  minor  weakness  in  the 
upper  third.  Virtually  full  legends,  just  one  or  two  letters  weakly 
struck.  Second  numeral  of  date  soft,  but  faintly  distinguishable. 
Outstanding  condition,  finer  than  the  piece  in  the  preceding  lot 
and  finer  than  any  other  of  this  combination  we  have  traced.  Be¬ 
ginning  at  1 1 .00  on  the  obverse,  the  legible  portion  of  the  legend 
reads:  IN  MASATT 1  fU/SETS: .  Reverse  die  shattered,  producing 
off  centered  date,  and  legends  reading:  ANDOM:NNEWENGL 


ND.  Exceptionally  sharp  for  the  variety  and  the  issue  as  a  whole, 
and  perfectly  centered  and  fully  round!  Probably  one  of  the  finest 
Willow  Tree  shillings  of  any  variety  known. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  19,  1963. 

Struck  from  a  later  state  of  these  dies  than  the  piece  in  the  preceding  lot.  Obverse 
"cross"  at  top  of  tree  somewhat  spread  out,  softer  than  wnen  seen  on  the  preceding 
piece.  Diagonal  break  from  base  of  E  faint  here.  No  recutting  visible  in  D  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  recutting  within  the  loop  of  neighboring  O  gone;  just  faint  recutting  at  the  low¬ 
er  right  base  of  that  letter;  spine  from  left  descender  from  adjacent  M  abbreviated  here 
Very  clear  and  sharp  die  scribing  lines  on  the  obverse. 
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Very  Scarce  Willow  Tree  Sixpence 


1157  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Willow  Tree  sixpence.  N-2. 

VF-20.  Rarity-6.  34.6  grains.  22.5mm.  0°.  Iridescent  blue  and  green 
over  deep  gray,  with  lighter  highlights  on  the  raised  areas.  Se¬ 
verely  double  struck,  with  only  partial  obverse  and  reverse  legends 
legible.  Full  date  and  attractive,  full  tree.  Slight  bend  across  up¬ 
per  third  of  obverse.  A  little  nicer  than  Roper:ll;  not  as  sharp 
or  fully  struck  as  Garrett:1203;  the  finest  Willow  Tree  sixpence 
we  have  noted  is  Stearns:12. 

Purchased  privately  from  ].  Douglas  Ferguson  on  January  22,  1957; 
earlier  ex  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  Robert  R.  Prann  Collection,  August 
26,  1947. 


Somewhat  early  state  of  the  dies,  with  the  scribing  line  running  from  the  base  of 
the  right-most  branches  of  the  tree  very  sharp.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  consistency' 
in  the  die  alignment  of  the  Willow  Tree  issue.  Of  the  three  pieces  offered  here,  all  were 
struck  with  perfect  north-south  alignment  of  the  dies,  producing  what  we  would  call 
today  a  perfect  "medal"  turn.  This  is  worthy  of  consideration,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  these  dies  do  not  seem  to  have  been  fixed,  and  were  free  to  chatter  as  coins  were 
struck.  The  same  consistency  in  alignment  of  the  dies  can  be  seen  on  the  overwhelm¬ 
ing  majority  of  the  Oak  and  Pine  Tree  coins  to  follow.  Clearly,  the  Boston  Mint  strove 
to  maintain  an  alignment  between  the  dies  that  was  consistent  over  time,  as  well  as 
with  contemporary  British  minting  practice. 


-  333  - 


Bower s  and  Merena  —  Massachusetts  Silver  Coins 


Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-l 

Possibly  Unique  Reverse  State 


1158  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-l,  Crosby 

9-H.  VG-10.  68.0  grains.  27.5mm.  160°.  Exceptional  die  alignment, 


an  anomaly  in  the  series,  possibly  related  to  the  reverse  die  state 
of  the  piece.  Noe-1  is  Rarity-3  as  a  variety,  but  this  piece  may  well 
be  unique,  given  its  reverse  die  state.  Light  golden  gray.  Tree  most¬ 
ly  weak,  many  letters  in  the  legends  indistinct. 

From  Walter  Breen  on  December  25,  1962,  with  a  comment  stating 
it  was  the  only  one  he  had  seen. 

Previously  undescribed  state  of  Crosby's  reverse  H:  numerous  die  breaks  and  pits 
in  the  reverse  field,  notably  above  1  and  5,  and  between  the  date  and  denomination. 
Last  two  numerals  in  the  denomination  spread,  soft,  and  lacking  their  serifs  at  base 
of  first  I,  lower  left  and  upper  right  of  second  I.  Crossbar  of  neighboring  N  failing, 
recut  at  the  mint  but  incompletely.  Neighboring  A  entirely  recut,  much  wider  than 
usually  seen  on  reverse  H.  O  of  DOM  very  attenuated;  inner  circle  of  beads  faint  and 
attenuated,  where  struck  up.  Corresponds  to  an  earlier  state  than  that  described  by 
the  late  Richard  Picker  in  his  Variations  of  the  Die  Varieties  of  the  Massachusetts  Oak  and 
Pine  Tree  Coinage  (1976)  as  1.5,  not  as  rusted,  however,  and  without  an  obviously  dis¬ 
cernible  break  in  NEW. 


Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-2 


1159  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-2,  C  9-1. 

Rarity- 7.  72.7  grains.  27.3mm.  355°.  Light  gray  with  faint  golden 
highlights.  Exceptionally  sharp!  Full  tree,  with  crosshatching  in 
its  trunk  clear.  Smooth,  problem-free  surfaces.  Sharper  than  any 
other  specimen  offered  recently,  including  Roper:  12,  New  Nether¬ 
lands  60th  Sale:  189,  and  even  the  Noe  plate  coin!  The  weakness 
visible  over  HVS  on  the  obverse  (and  the  corresponding  reverse 
position)  is  typical  of  the  vast  majority  of  this  variety,  including 
the  aforementioned  Roper  and  New  Netherlands  60th  coins,  as 


well  as  Stearns:  16  and  the  exceptional  piece  in  the  18th  edition 
of  the  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins.  The  Noe  plate  coin 
is  about  the  most  completely  struck  piece  we  have  seen.  A  rare 
variety,  missing  from  the  Picker  and  Garrett  Collection  sales,  as 
well  as  the  1970  M.H.S.  auction. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
July  27,  2955. 

Noe-2  is  the  only  Oak  Tree  shilling  with  a  rosette  at  the  start  of  its  reverse  legend, 
making  it  a  separate  subtype  in  the  series. 
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1160  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-4,  C  3-D. 

VF-20,  among  the  finest  known.  Rarity-5.  73.6  grains.  27.3mm. 
345°.  Light  gray,  with  golden  highlights.  Full  obverse  tree;  final 
portion  of  obverse  legend  weak,  as  struck.  Full  reverse  legend, 
if  soft  at  lower  left  portion.  Perfectly  centered  and  very  attractive. 
Not  as  fully  struck  as  the  Noe  plate  coin,  but  sharper  than  Pick¬ 
er^,  M.H.S.  (1970):3,  New  Netherlands  60th:191,  or  the  Stearns:19 
specimens.  Minor  planchet  crack  at  7:00  on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  from  B.  Max  Mehl's  auction  sale  of  November  30,  1954, 
Lot  1966. 

Slightly  later  reverse  state  than  usually  seen,  with  a  diagonal  break  extending  from 
above  the  final  A,  and  reaching  down,  to  the  left,  to  touch  the  period  between  that 
letter  and  the  adjacent  D.  Otherwise,  obverse  and  reverse  die  states  very  close  to  those 
pictured  in  the  Noe  reference. 
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Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-5 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1161  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-5,  C  2-D. 

EF-45,  one  of  the  finest  known.  Rarity-2.  66.7  grains.  27.4mm.  350°. 
Light  golden  gray,  highly  attractive  and  quite  sharp.  An  excep¬ 
tional  piece,  struck  before  the  dies  clashed,  with  consequent  dam¬ 
age  to  the  tree.  The  tree  here  is  fully  struck  up,  with  all  branches 


and  spines  clear  and  sharp.  Typical  obverse  state,  all  seen  are 
slightly  off  center  toward  the  bottom.  Both  Picker :7  and  M.H.S. 
(1970):4,  as  well  as  the  Noe  plate  coin,  were  struck  after  the  dies 
clashed.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  of  this  variety  known. 
Purchased  front  Fred  Baldwin  in  1958. 
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Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-6 

Early  Obverse  State 
Among  the  Finest  Known 


1162  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-6,  C  la-D. 

Among  the  finest  known.  Rarity-7.  70.0  grains.  28.8mm.  0°.  Ex¬ 
ceptional,  early  state  of  the  dies,  corresponding  to  Picker-6.1.1. 
Light  golden  gray.  Sharper  than  Picker:8  (plate  coin),  and 
Roper:13.  Missing  from  the  great  M.H.S.  (1970)  sale,  as  well  as 
the  landmark  New  Netherlands  60th  auction.  Fully  round,  with 
complete  legends  and  most  tree  detail.  Roper:  13  may  be  the  finest 
known  of  this  variety. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  19,  1963. 

Noe-6  dies  clashed  more  than  once  during  their  lives.  The  specimen  offered  here 
is  from  a  state  following  the  first  dashing,  with  weakness  in  the  left  side  of  the  tree. 
The  earliest  known  state  of  the  obverse  may  be  seen  in  the  next  lot.  Reverse  state  cor¬ 
responds  to  Noe's  F,  before  the  break  at  N  obscured  much  of  that  letter  and  reached 
the  numerals  in  the  denomination  and  date. 


Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-6 


Earliest  Obverse  State  Known 
First  Auction  Appearance 


1163  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-6,  C  la-D. 

M2.  First  auction  appearance.  Rarity- 7,  for  variety,  Rarity-8  for 

state,  possibly  only  one  other  known.  Not  included  in  the  late 
Richard  Picker's  listing  of  intermediate  die  states.  Deep  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  light  silver  highlights.  Incompletely  struck  from  1:00 
to  5:00  on  the  obverse  affecting  the  rightmost  portion  of  the  tree, 
and  from  6:00  to  10:00  on  the  reverse.  Perfect  tree,  struck  from 
these  dies  before  they  had  clashed  and  obliterated  the  trunk  and 
left  central  portion  of  the  tree.  Reverse  die  state  corresponds  to 
Noe's  F. 

Purchased  privately  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 

This  is  the  earliest  state  known  of  obverse  la,  before  the  dies  clashed  for  the  first 
time  (see  the  preceding  lot  for  a  specimen  of  the  second  state  of  the  obverse).  On  this 
coin,  the  tree,  while  imperfectly  struck  on  its  right  side,  shows  full  branches  and  spines 
on  the  left,  and  a  single  trunk  with  three  internal  crosshatches.  Full  root  system,  con¬ 
sisting  of  vertical  hatches  in  the  die.  While  not  in  exceptional  condition  for  the  variety, 
included  in  the  Norweb  Collection  as  the  second  of  two  known  specimens  of  the  ob¬ 
verse  in  its  perfect  die  state.  We  have  traced  no  prior  auction  appearance  of  this  early 
obverse  die  state;  the  Picker  Collection  (1983)  contained  several  intermediate  die  states, 
many  from  Picker's  own  published  study,  but  lacked  an  example  of  the  earliest  state 
of  N-6.  This  may  well  be  the  first  auction  appearance  of  this  variety  in  its  perfect  ob¬ 
verse  form. 
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Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-7 

Terminal  State  of  the  Reverse 


1164  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-7,  C  lb- 

D.  VF-30.  Rarity-5+.  68.0  grains.  25.4mm.  0°.  Light  gray,  with  some 
darker  reverse  highlights.  A  typical  specimen  of  N-7,  reverse  state 
H,  the  reverse  being  almost  terminal.  Slightly  off  center  to  the 
bottom  of  the  obverse,  in  common  with  the  Noe  plate  coin  and 
others.  Later  obverse  state  than  that  coin,  and  Garrett:  1205,  with 
massive  break  developing  across  the  crossbar  of  the  first  T.  Full 
tree,  if  somewhat  soft,  and  slight  obverse  bend.  Full  crosshatch¬ 
ing  visible  in  the  trunk,  and  a  full  root  system.  Probably  a  sea¬ 
water  salvage  piece,  judging  from  the  color  and  pitted  surfaces. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  December  10,  1954. 


Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-8 

The  Discovery  Coin 
From  the  Crosby  Collection 


1165  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-8,  C  5-A. 

F-15.  Rarity-6.  70.1  grains.  25.8mm.  0°.  The  discovery  coin,  ex  Cros¬ 
by  Collection,  light  gray  with  pale  golden  highlights.  Typical  con¬ 
dition  for  the  variety.  Full  tree,  if  slightly  soft  at  the  top.  Weak 
at  6:00  and  12:00  on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  doubtless  due  to 
the  pronounced  bend  through  the  center.  An  historic  coin,  this 
piece  is  the  source  for  Crosby's  description  of  his  dies  5A. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  July 
31,  1956. 

At  the  time  of  its  purchase,  in  1956,  this  was  only  the  second  identified  specimen 
of  the  variety,  the  other  being  the  T.  James  Clarke  specimen  plated  in  Noe's  reference. 
Since  then,  of  course,  numerous  others  have  been  discovered,  including  six  pieces 
offered  in  one  single  sale  (Stearns  Collection). 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  who  described  it  as  the  discov¬ 
ery  coin  for  the  variety  and  from  the  Crosby  Collection. 


Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-9 


1166  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-9,  C  4-C. 

VI^30.  Rarity-5-.  70.1  grains.  28.8mm.  10°.  Attractive,  light  gray. 
Edges  cleanly  clipped  at  3:00  and  9:00,  exactly  as  Picker:9  was. 
Possibly  done  at  the  mint  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  piece,  as 
at  70.1  grains  this  coin  is  exactly  the  statutory  weight  for  the  is¬ 
sue.  Slightly  off  center  on  the  reverse,  in  common  with  the  Pick¬ 
er  coin,  also.  The  finest  of  this  variety  we  have  seen  offered  re¬ 
cently  was  the  Roper:  14  example.  Full  and  attractive  obverse  tree, 
with  complete  branches  and  spines  and  a  full  root  system.  Slight 
concavity  visible  on  the  obverse,  corresponding  convexity  on  the 
reverse.  Equivalent  overall  to  the  Picker:  9  example. 

Purchased  from  Nezv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1958. 


Unique  Oak  Tree  Shilling 

Altered  into  Pine  Tree 


1167  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-10,  C  6b- 

E2.  VF-20.  Unique.  67.3  grains.  27.3mm.  10°.  Light  gray,  with  gold¬ 
en  toning  on  the  obverse.  Obverse  oak  tree  tooled  to  create  a  bushy 
pine  tree.  Traces  of  the  underlying  oak,  particularly  the  lower  right 
branch,  still  visible.  Obviously,  unique.  Typical  die  states  for  the 
underlying  coin,  the  left  portion  of  reverse  M  usually  weak.  Plated 
in  Eric  Newman's  The  Secret  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Shilling  (Numis¬ 
matics  Notes  and  Monographs  142),  page  70. 

Purchased  from  S.H.  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Major  Richard  Lamlvrt 
Collection,  October  21,  1910. 
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1168  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-ll,  C  6a- 

El.  VF-20,  reverse  scratched.  Rarity-6.  66.0  grains.  25.9mm.  10°. 
Variety  with  strengthened  tree  on  the  obverse  die.  Typically  slight¬ 
ly  off  center  to  the  base  of  the  obverse  (see  Noe  plate  coin  for 
another).  Usual  die  states.  Light  gray,  with  paler  gray  highlights. 
Purchased  from  David  Proskey  on  November  22,  1909. 


Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-ll-12 

Intermediate  Die  States 


1169  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-ll,  C6b- 

E2.  VG-8.  Light  gray,  with  some  golden  highlights.  Rarity-6  for 
the  dies,  Rarity-7+  for  their  state.  71  grains.  21.7mm.  5°.  Very  soft 
in  the  center  obverse,  but  outline  of  the  tree  still  visible.  Majori¬ 
ty  of  obverse  letters  legible,  if  some  weak.  Reverse  strong  around 
the  periphery  and  in  the  centers,  final  two  digits  of  date  soft  and 
indistinct.  Possibly  an  unpublished  intermediate  die  state. 

Purchased  privately  from  Henry  Chapman  on  September  9,  1910. 

The  obverse  is  dose  to  N-12,  in  that  it  does  not  show  a  pronounced  die  break  at 
the  top  through  THV  and  there  is  a  faint  trace  of  the  usually  seen  die  lump  in  the 
right  field  beneath  the  lowest  branch.  No  recutting  can  be  seen  at  the  top  of  6  in  the 
date,  and  the  shapes  of  the  letters  in  the  reverse  legend  are  closer  to  12  than  to  11, 
particularly  the  G.  The  state  of  these  dies  does  not  correspond  to  Picker's  11.5.  Over¬ 
all,  the  state  is  very  dose  to  N-12. 


Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-13 

Early  Die  States 


T70  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-13,  C  8-F. 

VF-20,  light  gray  with  some  pale  blue  around  the  peripheries. 
Rarity-6.  67  grains.  27mm.  10°.  Early  die  states  corresponding  close¬ 
ly  to  N-13.  Strong  tree,  typical  of  the  early  state  of  the  obverse 
die.  Second  T  on  obverse  shows  forked  serifs,  but  second  S  does 
not  bear  a  serif  at  top.  Second  A  on  reverse  soft,  before  recut¬ 
ting;  neighboring  N  lacks  crossbar  and  adjacent  D  very  faint  in 
the  die.  Faint  break  visible  at  base  of  X  in  the  denomination.  Very 
close  to  Picker's  13.3,  but  with  a  stronger  tree  and  weaker  reverse 
lettering.  See  the  next  lot  for  an  example  of  the  usually  seen  ear¬ 
ly  recut  stage  of  these  dies. 

Purchased  from  Henry  Chapman  on  June  3,  1909,  the  date  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  sale  of  the  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie  Collection.  Chapman  noted  at 
the  time  of  sale  that  only  two  specimens  of  this  variety  were  then  known. 


Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-13 

Rare,  Second  Intermediate  Stage  of  the  Dies 


1171  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-13,  C  8-F. 

EF-45,  light  golden  gray,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Rarity-6  for 
the  dies,  Rarity-7+  for  their  state.  71  grains.  28.2mm.  15°. 

Purchased  privately  in  1956  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company. 

Early  intermediate  state  between  N-13  and  N-14,  corresponding  to  Picker's  13.3.  Tree 
branches  somewhat  shaggy;  top  of  first  S  bears  forked  serif.  Reverse  first  A  strength¬ 
ened,  neighboring  N  still  lacks  crossbar,  adjacent  D  strengthed  in  the  die.  Numeral 
shapes  still  very  close  to  N-13.  The  reverse  of  the  intermediate  state  here  described 
is  not  identical  to  that  seen  on  N-13. 

Intermediate  state  accurately  described  by  the  New  Netherlands  cataloguer  in  1956, 
later  plated  and  described  by  Eric  Newman  in  Numismatics  and  Monographs  142;  cata¬ 
logued  by  Picker  in  his  Variations  of  the  Die  Varieties  of  the  Massachusetts  Oak  and  Pine 
Tree  Coinage.  At  the  time  Mrs.  Norweb  purchased  this  specimen,  there  were  but  two 
known  of  the  intermediate  state,  the  other  being  the  Picker  Collection  piece.  Since  then, 
others  have  been  located. 

Oak  Tree  Shilling  N-13 

Late  Intermediate  State 


1172  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-13,  C  8-F. 

F-15,  light  gray.  Rarity-6  for  the  dies,  Rarity-7+  for  their  state.  Out 
of  round,  affecting  the  tops  of  LA  on  the  reverse.  Most  other  let¬ 
ters  complete,  if  faint.  Virtually  full  tree.  Faint  scrape  on  obverse. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1960. 

Rare,  intermediate  state  of  these  dies,  corresponding  to  Picker's  13.9.  Reverse  style 
very  close  to  N-14,  but  the  top  of  5  points  down  rather  than  up  and  1  is  thicker  than 
when  seen  on  N-14.  Obverse  very  close  to  the  state  described  as  Picker's  13.6,  but  with 
a  pronounced  break  running  from  the  outer  border  of  beads  to  the  face  of  E.  Right 
leg  of  second  A  still  shows  clear  recutting.  Sharper  than  the  specimen  plated  in  Pick¬ 
er's  study;  not  quite  as  sharp  as  the  Picker:ll  specimen  sold  in  1983.  At  least  three 
specimens  known  to  us,  Garrett:  1207  the  finest  seen. 
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Exceptional  Oak  Tree  Shilling 

N-14 

“The  Spiny  Tree" 


1173  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-14,  C  7-B. 

AU-50,  an  exceptional  specimen.  Rarity-4-.  73  grains.  27.5mm. 
10°.  An  outstandingly  sharp  and  lovely  specimen  of  the  popular 
"Spiny  Tree"  variety,  popularly  described  as  "the  oak  that  got 
changed  into  a  pine."  Clear  and  bright  surfaces,  an  attractive  gold¬ 
en  gray  in  color.  No  signs  of  any  mishandling  whatsoever.  Possi¬ 
bly,  one  of  the  finest  known  of  the  variety.  All  letters  sharp  and 
clear,  with  just  the  tops  of  NM  on  the  obverse  slightly  off  flan. 
Full  tree,  with  complete  "spiny"  details  visible.  Sharp  and  com¬ 
plete  root  structure.  Finer  than  the  Roper:  17  specimen,  itself  an 
outstanding  Extremely  Fine  coin. 

Purchased  privately  from  Henry  Chapman,  date  unrecorded. 


Oak  Tree  Sixpence  N-16 


Oak  Tree  Sixpence  N-17 

“The  Hydra  Tree" 

Possibly  Finest  Known 


1175  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  sixpence.  N-17,  C  4-C. 

EF-40,  possibly  the  finest  known.  Rarity-7.  39.1  grains.  22.7mm. 
80°  (unlike  any  other  Oak  Tree  sixpence,  except  N-18,  equally  as 
rare  as  N-17).  The  "Hydra  Tree"  issue.  Deep,  attractive  silver  gray 
with  pale  golden  highlights.  Broad  struck.  Pronounced  planchet 
cutter  "lip"  visible  around  the  upper  and  right  portions  of  the 
reverse  edge.  Full  tree.  Obverse  and  reverse  legends  full,  save 
where  obliterated  by  the  first  clashing  of  the  dies.  Full  punctua¬ 
tion,  composed  of  colons.  Letters  thin  and  spidery  in  appearance. 
Trunk  of  tree  shows  clear  crosshatching;  branches  show  delicate 
feathery  detail.  Remnants  of  an  earlier  inner  beaded  circle  to  the 
left  of  the  tree  and  closer  to  it.  Finer  than  any  other  specimen 
of  N-17  we  have  traced.  Rarity  rating  should  be  adjusted  from 
Rarity-7+  to  a  straight  Rarity-7,  as  we  have  traced  seven  speci¬ 
mens.  Nevertheless,  one  of  the  rarest  of  the  Oak  Tree  sixpences, 
unrepresented  in  the  Garrett,  Roper,  or  Picker  Collection  sales. 

V  and  left  portion  of  neighboring  S  on  the  obverse;  and  right  portion  of  L,  left  por¬ 
tion  of  neighboring  A  and  adjacent  N  very  soft,  due  to  severe  die  clashing  suffered 
early  in  the  life  of  the  dies.  This  specimen  represents  an  early  state  of  these  dies.  A 
later  state,  characterized  as  "N-17.5"  was  described  in  New  Netherlands  60th  sale,  Lot 
200.  Apparently,  the  dies  clashed  a  second  time  after  they  had  been  reworked  to  re¬ 
store  details  suffered  in  the  first  clashing.  This  present  specimen  shows  the  dies  be¬ 
fore  reworking. 

We  have  traced  the  following  specimens  of  N-17,  “the  Hydra  Tree"  sixpence: 

1.  Noe  plate  coin. 

2.  The  Norweb  specimen. 

3-5.  Stearns  Sale,  Lots  58,  59,  and  60. 

6.  New  Netherlands  60th  Sale:  200,  "N-17.5."  later  to  Vlack. 

7.  M.H.S.  Collection  Sale  (1970):  8,  to  the  ANS. 

8.  The  specimen  plated  in  the  18th  edition  of  The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United 
States  Coins. 


1174  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  sixpence.  N-16,  C  6-F. 

F-15/VF-30.  Rarity-5.  31.1  grains.  20mm.  345°.  Obverse  strike  some¬ 
what  blundered,  accounting  for  the  split  technical  grade  of  the 
piece.  Light  gray  on  the  obverse,  attractive  dark  gray  with  lighter 
centers  on  the  reverse.  The  only  sixpence  with  a  rosette  in  the 
reverse  legend,  clearly  a  companion  to  N-2  shilling  variety.  Slightly 
later  state  of  the  obverse,  with  considerably  more  damage  to  the 
dies  than  appearing  on  the  Noe  plate  coin,  for  example.  The  re¬ 
verse  of  this  variety  is  always  better  struck  than  the  obverse,  clearly 
a  manufacturing  phenomenon. 

Purchased  from  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  the  November  30,  1954,  part 
of  Lot  1967. 
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Oak  Tree  Sixpence"  N-19 

"The  Serpent's  Roots" 

A  19th-Century  Fabrication 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  sixpence.”  N-19,  C 
3-E.  EF-45.  "The  Serpent's  Roots.”  Rarity-8.  39.2  grains.  23.3mm. 
10°.  Bright  golden  brown.  Unnaturally  round;  an  unusually  skillful 
19th-century  fabrication.  Known  to  both  Noe  and  Crosby,  but  no 
specimens  were  available  to  them  for  photography.  Three  speci¬ 
mens  known  to  us:  ANS  Collection;  Norweb  Collection;  private 
collection. 

Purchased  privately  from  A.  H.  Baldwin  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  in  1957 for  $50. 

The  full  story  of  the  history  and  true  status  of  this  variety  has  been  told  by  Eric  P. 
Newman  in  his  monograph  The  Secret  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Shilling  (Numismatic  Notes 
and  Monographs  142),  pp.  45-50.  The  piece  is  undoubtedly  a  19th-century  fabrication, 
and  not  a  contemporary  issue  or  contemporary  counterfeit. 

In  the  Norweb  Collection  notebooks  is  a  short  story  surrounding  the  acquisition  of 
this  piece: 

The  Noe-19  sixpence  is  generally  known  as  the  "Serpent's  Roots."  Crosby 
had  a  drawing  of  it,  page  48,  #9  and  refers  to  it  in  this  manner.  "No.  3  is  a 
curious  variety  and  can  be  better  understood  by  reference  to  Fig.  9  than  by 
any  written  description."  Noe  in  his  monograph  on  Oak  Trees  writes:  ",  .  .the 
specimen  engraved  by  Crosby,  the  whereabouts  of  which  is  unknown."  On 
October  10,  1953  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  offered  me  the  coin  at  $550 
giving  as  its  pedigree  Brand-Raymond-New  Netherlands.  In  their  Standard 
Catalogue  of  the  following  year  they  note  that  the  "Serpent's  Roots"  had  been 
rediscovered  and  was  now  in  a  Midwestern  collection. 

In  the  latter  part  of  March  I  was  at  the  Numismatic  Society  in  New  York 
where  I  was  shown  another  specimen  of  the  "Serpent's  Roots"  which  had 
been  sold  to  them  by  Baldwin  of  London  as  a  forgery.  After  seeing  this  speci¬ 
men  I  realized  that  in  all  probability  mine  too  was  a  forgery.  In  London  two 
weeks  later  I  saw  in  Baldwin's  collection  another  example  of  the  same  forgery. 

Upon  my  return  to  Cleveland  I  found  waiting  for  me  a  letter  from  Eric  New¬ 
man  in  which  he  writes:  "1  believe  my  research  on  this  coin  (Serpent's  Roots) 
will  prove  it  to  be  a  19th-century  forgery.  .  ."  At  this  date,  9/14/57,  Newman 
has  not  yet  published  his  article  proving  the  facts  of  the  case. 

I  returned  my  coin  to  New  Netherlands  who  admitted  that  they  now  felt 
it  was  a  forgery. 

Since  then  I  bought  the  remaining  one  Baldwin  had  in  his  possession. 

The  piece  Mrs.  Norweb  purchased  from  New  Netherlands  had  an  illustrious  pedi¬ 
gree.  When  it  was  sold  to  her,  it  was  understood  that  the  piece  was  sold  as  an  example 
of  N-19,  with  a  somewhat  controversial  background.  It  was  unfortunate,  at  the  time, 
that  Mrs.  Norweb  did  not  fully  appreciate  New  Netherlands  position  in  the  matter 
Had  she  done  so,  she  would  not  have  had  to  purchase  the  second  specimen  seen  in 
Baldwin's  trays,  subsequently.  The  piece  originally  purchased  by  Mrs.  Norweb  is  the 
third  specimen  known,  now  in  a  noted  Eastern  collection.  The  Norweb  coin,  as  well 
as  the  ANS  Collection  coin,  both  trace  their  pedigrees  back  to  Baldwin's  and  England. 


Oak  Tree  Sixpence  N-21 


1177  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  sixpence.  N-21,  C  lc- 

D.  VF-30.  Rarity-5-.  35.3  grains.  21.6mm.  355°.  Dark  charcoal  gray. 
Mostly  well  centered,  if  slightly  out  of  round.  Softly  struck  at  the 
upper  right  portion  of  the  obverse,  and  corresponding  reverse 
position.  Full  tree.  Distinctive  variety,  with  first  obverse  S  cut  back¬ 
wards  into  the  die.  Pronouncedly  convex  obverse  edge,  very  flat 
reverse  edge,  clearly  an  artifact  of  the  planchet  cutter.  Not  a  rare 
sixpence,  but  one  in  very  high  grade. 

Purchased  from  Kendrick,  before  1913. 


Exceptional  Oak  Tree  Sixpence  N-22 


1178  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  sixpence.  N-22,  C  lb- 

D.  AU-55,  an  exceptional  condition  specimen.  Rarity-6.  33.8  grains. 
21mm.  355°.  Light  gray,  with  attractive  bright  golden  overtones. 
Perfectly  centered,  with  all  letters  fully  on  flan  (tightly,  however, 
at  3:00  on  the  obverse).  From  the  same  dies  as  the  preceding, 
but  with  the  backwards  S  in  MASATHVSETS  corrected.  Some 
.  softness  in  the  tree  trunk  and  upper  left  tips  of  the  branches. 
Smooth,  problem-free  flan.  Sharper  than  the  Roper  and  the  Picker 
specimens. 

Purchased  privately  from  A.H.  Baldwin  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  in  1958. 


Oak  Tree  Threepence  N-23 


1179  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  threepence.  N-23,  C 

1-A1.  VF-20.  Rarity- 7.  17.0  grains.  17.1mm.  355°.  Light  gray  obverse, 
darker  gray  reverse.  Obverse  soft  due  to  severe  die  clashing.  Top 
of  E,  neighboring  T,  and  top  of  following  S  obliterated  by  the  clash¬ 
ing.  Right  bottom  portion  of  tree  rendered  indistinct  by  the  dam¬ 
age.  About  the  same  state  as  the  Noe  plate  coin,  with  almost  iden¬ 
tical  injuries,  slightly  later  than  the  piece  in  New  Netherlands  60th 
sale  (1968):203,  and  possibly  after  the  dies  had  clashed  a  second 
time.  No  recutting  visible,  therefore,  not  an  intermediate  die  state 
of  the  variety.  Distinctive  variety,  with  all  obverse  Ss  punched  in 
backwards. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder,  before  1913. 
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Oak  Tree  Threepence  N-24 

Intermediate  Die  State 


1180  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  threepence.  N-24,  C 

2-A1.  VF-30.  Rarity-7.  18.2  grains.  16.6mm.  0°.  Attractive  even  gold¬ 
en  gray  in  color.  Severe  cud  at  base  of  reverse,  corresponding 
weakness  at  base  of  obverse.  Slightly  off  flan,  as  often  seen  on 
the  variety.  Where  struck  up,  sharper  than  Very  Fine.  Obverse 
tree  of  N-24,  but  with  further  recutting  in  E,  lengthening  its  low¬ 
er  stroke  even  further  than  on  the  usual  N-24  specimen.  Bottom 
of  tree  weak,  roots  not  struck  up.  From  the  reverse  die  of  N-23, 
but  in  a  state  close  to  that  seen  on  N-25.  Reverse  state  intermedi¬ 
ate  between  N-24  and  N-25:  crossbar  of  second  N  detached  from 
second  descender  of  that  letter;  crossbar  of  A  faint;  thick  bottom 
stroke  in  final  digit  of  date;  crossbar  of  first  N  partially  detached 
at  the  upper  left.  Possibly  an  undescribed  intermediate  die  state, 
which  could  be  appropriately  named  Picker  24.5. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
July  1,  1953. 


Oak  Tree  Threepence  N-25 


1181  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  threepence.  N-25,  C 

3-A.2.  F-12.  Rarity- 7.  15.8  grains.  17.4mm.  350°.  Very  typical  con¬ 
dition  for  this  scarcer  denomination.  Medium  gray  reverse,  bright 
golden  gray  and  blue  obverse.  Obverse  strike  very  soft  in  the 
centers  and  across  the  middle  third  of  the  flan.  Tree  mostly  in¬ 
distinct;  AT  obliterated.  Reverse  strike  sharper,  as  expected,  but 
with  some  softness  in  NEW.  Flan  cracked  at  about  12:00  on  the 
obverse. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  December  10,  1954. 


Oak  Tree  Threepence  N-26 


1182  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  threepence.  N-26,  C 

4-A.2.  F-12.  Rarity-7.  14.3  grains.  17.9mm.  355°.  Very  typical  con¬ 
dition  for  this  scarce  variety,  which  is  rarely  found  better.  The 
finest  specimens  may  be  the  Noe  plate  coin  and  the  M.H.S. 
(1970):17  coin,  each  of  which  would  grade  a  full  Very  Fine.  The 
obverse  of  this  variety  is  typically  weak  on  the  left  portion.  On 
this  coin,  while  the  tree  is  mostly  full,  the  majority  of  letters  in 


the  obverse  legend  are  indistinct.  Struck  from  injured  dies,  with 
severe  clash  marks  in  the  obverse  legend.  Clearly,  the  clashing 
was  the  cause  for  recutting  of  the  dies,  to  create  N-27. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  July 
31,  1956. 

At  the  time  Mrs.  Norweb  purchased  this  coin,  only  three  to  four  specimens  of  the 
variety  were  known. 


1183  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  threepence.  N-28,  C 

6-C.  VF-30.  Rarity-4-.  14.5  grains.  15.6mm.  355°.  Light  gray,  with 
golden  overtones.  Holed  at  the  base  of  the  reverse.  Struck  from 
a  severely  injured  die,  pronounced  clash  marks  at  the  bottom  por¬ 
tion  thereon.  Reverse  about  as  well  centered  as  usually  found, 
slightly  off  flan  at  the  top.  Die  break  about  N  slightly  more  ad¬ 
vanced  than  seen  on  the  Noe  plate  coin. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1956. 


Oak  Tree  Threepence  N-35 

Second  Specimen  Known 


1184  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  threepence.  N-35,  C 

obv-/rev.C.  VF-20.  Rarity-8,  second  of  two  known.  14.2  grains. 
17.6mm.  5°.  Light  gray,  with  faint  golden  highlights.  Squared  holed 
at  11:30  on  the  obverse,  obliterating  T  on  that  side,  but  affecting 
only  the  tops  of  52  on  the  reverse.  This  combination  not  listed 
by  Noe,  although  the  reverse  was  known  at  the  time;  obverse  un¬ 
known  to  Crosby.  Discovered  in  the  early  1950s,  plated  in  the  1956 
edition  of  the  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins.  Described 
by  Eric  Newman  in  his  The  Secret  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Shilling, 
p.  67  (not  this  coin);  further,  more  completely  described  in  Richard 
Picker's  Variations  of  the  Die  Varieties  of  the  Massachusetts  Oak  and 
Pine  Tree  Coinage,  p.  83.  Second  specimen  known. 

I  am  indebted  to  Walter  Breen  for  the  following  pedigree 
information: 

1.  The  Norweb  coin:  F.G.  McKean-Zug  Sale-L.  Werner-seen  by 
Breen  (1951)-Stack's-Picker-Norweb. 

2.  Rumbal  Collection-ANA  (1952): 2374-Stack's  (6/73):774-Pine 
Tree/Promised  Land  (1974):201-noted  New  England  collection. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  January  18,  1956. 

There  is  some  controversy  about  the  true  nature  of  the  obverse  of  this  piece.  Both 
Newman  and  Picker  described  it  as  being  new  to  Noe  and  Crosby.  A  careful  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  obverse,  however,  suggests  that  rather  than  being  a  new  die,  it  may  be  a 
radical  reworking  of  the  obverse  of  N-28,  and  perhaps  should  be  listed  as  N-28. 9.  While 
the  tree  is  radically  different  from  that  appearing  on  N-28,  the  obverse  letter  shapes 
are  very  similar.  Additionally,  the  obverse  of  this  piece  is  weak,  from  clashing,  in  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  position  as  the  clash  marks  show  on  the  obverse  of  N-28.  The  obverse 
of  this  piece  was  definitely  reworked,  as  the  faint  remains  of  an  original  outer  beaded 
border  can  be  seen  at  the  12:00  position  hereon.  The  reverse  die  state  is  quite  late, 
with  massive  breaks  above  A  and  N,  which  would  soon  prove  terminal.  The  rarity 
of  this  late  state  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  severely  damaged  obverse  and  the  severe 
reverse  breaks  from  3:00  to  6:00. 
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Oak  Tree  Twopence  N-29 

The  Finest  Known 


1185  1662  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  twopence.  N-29,  C 

1-A2.  MS-60,  the  finest  known.  Rarity-7-.  12.0  grains.  15.8mm. 
345°.  Finer  than  the  Noe  plate  coin,  long  believed  to  be  the  finest 
known  specimen  of  this  state  of  the  dies.  Obverse  off  center  to¬ 
wards  its  base,  leaving  a  wide  border  at  the  top,  but  affecting  only 
the  very  tops  of  NM.  This  obverse  off  centering  is  typical  of  the 
variety,  and  is  seen  on  the  Noe  plate  coin,  for  example,  as  well. 
Sharp  and  perfectly  formed  tree  and  inner  beaded  border.  Oth¬ 
er  letters  of  the  legend  sharp  and  well-struck  (save  for  the  lowest 
four,  which  were  softly  struck  due  to  the  mis-centering).  Perfect¬ 
ly  centered  and  struck  reverse,  with  all  letters  sharp.  Lovely,  light 
gray  and  iridescent  blue,  with  faint  golden  highlights.  Undoubt¬ 
edly,  the  finest  known  of  its  variety. 

Purchased  privately  from  Henry  Chapman,  before  1913. 

Slightly  earlier  state  of  these  dies  than  pictured  in  Noe's  reference,  but  not  early 
enough  to  create  a  new  intermediate  state. 

Four  specimens  of  this  variety  definitely  traced  by  us:  the  Norweb  coin;  the  Noe 
plate  coin — sold  in  New  Netherlands  60th  Sale,  Lot  206,  now  in  an  important  Eastern 
collection;  ANS  Collection;  New  England  Collection.  None  in  the  great  sales  of  Mass¬ 
achusetts  silver  coins  lately,  missing  from  the  Roper,  Picker,  MHS  (1970),  and  Stearns 
sales. 


1186  1662  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  twopence.  N-30,  C 

1-A2.  EF-45.  Rarity-4.  12.1  grains.  15.6mm.  345°.  Light  gray,  with 
faint  golden  highlights.  Struck  off  center  on  the  obverse,  towards 
the  bottom,  almost  identically  to  the  specimen  of  N-29  in  the 
preceding  lot.  Many  other  specimens  of  N-30  are  known  off  cen¬ 
ter,  including  the  Roper  and  Picker  coins.  The  MHS  (1970)  speci¬ 
men  is  an  exception. 

Purchased  privately  from  Baldwin's  on  May  19,  1963. 

As  Noe  pointed  out  in  his  study  of  the  series,  all  varieties  of  the  twopence  are  suc¬ 
cessive  stages  of  recutting  of  one  pair  of  obverse  and  reverse  dies.  The  distinguishing 
feature  of  this  variety  is  the  very  small  2  in  the  date  on  the  reverse,  and  the  somewhat 
larger  break  over  the  A. 

The  Oak  Tree  twopence  is  the  only  type  in  the  series  that  is  not  dated  1652.  This 
is  easily  explained.  The  denomination  was  authorized  on  May  16,  1662,  and  bore  that 
date.  Other  denominations  were  officially  authorized  on  May  26/27,  1652,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  shillings,  sixpences,  and  threepences  of  the  NE,  Willow,  Oak,  and  Pine 
Tree  types  bear  the  1652  date. 


Oak  Tree  Twopence  N-31 

Intermediate  Die  State  N-31. 5 


1187  1662  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  twopence.  N-31,  C  1-A3. 

VF-30.  Rarity-6—.  11.5  grains.  13.6mm.  350°.  Deep  gray  periph¬ 
eries,  bright  silver  centers.  Possibly  once  lightly  cleaned.  Reverse 
severely  off  center,  with  tops  of  WENGLA  all  or  partially  off  flan. 
Faint  tree,  only  the  upper  two-thirds  sharply  struck.  Similar  cen¬ 
tering  problem  visible  on  the  obverse.  Lightly  wrinkled  planchet. 
Rare  intermediate  die  state,  characterized  by  a  severe  break  ex¬ 
tending  through  the  top  of  final  numeral  in  the  date. 

Purchased  from  Art  Kagin  in  1962. 

Although  there  are  several  differing  die  states  noticeable  on  this  denomination,  six 
of  which  were  distinguished  by  separate  Noe  numbers,  other,  intermediate  states,  have 
since  been  identified.  This  specimen  is  an  example  of  the  state  described  by  Eric  New¬ 
man  in  his  The  Secret  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Shilling  (Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs, 
142),  and  has  been  given  the  distinct  intermediate  number  N-31. 5. 


Oak  Tree  Twopence  N-34 

Early  Reverse  Die  State 


1188  1662  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  twopence.  N-34,  C 

1-A1.  AU-55,  among  the  finest  known  of  the  variety.  Rarity-6. 

12.4  grains.  15.6mm.  345°.  Deep  and  attractive  golden-gray,  with 
faint  lighter  golden-brown  highlights.  Slightly  off  center  on  the 
obverse,  but  affecting  only  the  tops  of  ASA.  Perfectly  centered 
reverse,  with  a  high  planchet  cutter  'lip"  from  1:00  to  9:00.  Slightly 
earlier  state  of  the  reverse,  with  break  visible  within  the  loop  of 
second  6,  but  linear  die  line  running  through  the  tops  of  the  first 
three  date  numerals  here  faint  and  in  an  early  state  of  develop¬ 
ment.  Perfectly  formed  and  fully  struck  tree.  Traces  of  a  planchet 
cutter  lip  visible  on  the  obverse,  also  from  3:30  to  6:00. 

Purchased  from  O.B.  Windau  in  1956. 

The  technical  evidence  offered  by  this  specimen  is  intriguing.  When  the  borders 
of  this  coin  are  examined  under  magnification,  and  the  areas  very  close  to  the  "lip" 
created  by  the  planchet  cutter  are  inspected,  it  can  be  seen  immediately  that  portions 
of  the  letters  in  the  legend  on  both  surfaces,  but  particularly  on  the  obverse,  as  well 
as  portions  of  the  outer  beaded  border,  are  elongated  at  their  tops  and  wrap  over  the 
edge  of  the  coin.  The  present  writer  suggests  that  an  explanation  for  this  phenome¬ 
non  may  be  found  in  the  manufacturing  process,  at  least  for  this  denomination. 

The  twopence  is  a  very  small  diameter  coin.  The  evidence  of  the  coins  themselves. 
Oak  Tree  issue  through  both  planchet  sizes  of  the  subsequent  Pine  Tree  issue,  indisputa¬ 
bly  proves  that  some  form  of  a  "coining  engine"  was  employed  in  the  Boston  Mint, 
as  early  as  1660,  or  thereabouts.  Assuming  that  the  "engine"  was  a  screw  press,  plac¬ 
ing  an  individual  twopenny-size  planchet  on  the  lower  die,  and  then  striking  with 
the  upper  die,  would  have  required  a  very  dextrous  operator,  indeed.  The  evidence 
presented  by  this  specimen  suggests  that,  rather  than  individual  planchets  being  placed 
between  the  upper  and  lower  dies  (assuming  a  screw  press  in  operation),  rolled  strip 
was  fed  by  the  operator  into  the  "engine,"  which  were  then  struck  along  their  lengths 
with  the  impressions  of  the  upper  and  lower  dies,  until  the  end  of  the  strip  was  reached. 
The  struck  strip  was  then  taken  to  the  planchet  cutter  (which  we  know  was  in  use 
as  early  as  the  NE  issues),  and  the  coins  were  then  punched  from  the  strip  by  the 
cutter.  This  accounts  for  the  pronounced  elongation  and  overlapping  of  design  onto 
the  edge  of  this  piece,  in  particular.  Overweight  planchets  were  then  adjusted  at  the 
Mint,  by  the  simple  expedient  of  clipping  the  edge  (see  the  Oak  Tree  shilling  above 
in  Lot  1166,  for  an  obvious  example  of  this  adjustment  process),  and  the  coins  then 
distributed. 
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We  now  know  that  the  operations  in  the  Boston  Mint  were  considerably  more  sophisti¬ 
cated  than  had  previously  been  thought  In  the  initial  stage,  we  know  that  silver  stock 
was  melted  assayed,  and  rolled  into  strip  suitable  in  thickness  for  striking  the  required 
denomination  On  the  other  end  of  the  process,  we  know  that  a  planchet  cutter  was 
in  use  and  it  appears,  from  the  evidence  of  this  specimen,  that  some  denominations 
were  prestruck  before  being  placed  into  the  cutter  for  creation  of  the  final  coin.  We 
know,  as  well,  that  some  form  of  mechanical  coining  device  was  in  operation  at  the 
Mint  as  early  as  1660,  from  the  evidence  of  the  Oak  Tree  issues. 

As  time  goes  by,  and  more  Massachusetts  silver  coins  are  subjected  to  close  scruti¬ 
ny,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  information  now  known  to  us  about  the  processes 
in  use  at  the  Mint,  as  well  as  contemporary  European  minting  practices,  we  are  ap¬ 
proaching  the  exact  nature  of  the  "coining  engine"  in  use  at  the  Mint  from  both  ends, 
the  initial  process  used  and  the  refinement  of  planchets.  It  is  the  present  writer's  opinion 
that  the  "engine"  could  as  well  have  been  a  roller  die  press  as  a  screw  press,  or,  more 
likely,  both,  at  different  times  between  1652  and  1682. 


1189  1662  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  twopence.  N-34,  C 

1-A1.  VK30.  Rarity-6.  10.9  grains.  15.4mm.  350°.  A  second  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  variety,  from  a  slightly  later  state  of  the  reverse  than 
that  seen  in  the  preceding  lot.  Apparently  struck  subsequent  to 
a  clashing  suffered  by  the  dies,  accounting  for  the  pronounced 


weakness  in  the  obverse  legend  at  1:00  and  the  reverse  legend 
at  the  corresponding  10:00  position.  Fully  struck  tree,  however, 
and  majority  of  obverse  legend.  Reverse  legend  incomplete,  and 
rosette  at  base  indistinct. 

Purchased  from  Art  Kagin  in  1962. 


1190  1662  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  twopence.  N-34,  C 

1-A1.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  11.3  grains.  17mm.  345°.  Dark  gray  obverse, 
lighter  gray  reverse.  Struck  severely  off  center,  affecting  the  tops 
of  THVS  on  the  obverse.  Reverse  perfectly  centered,  however.  The 
obverse  off  centering  has  created  an  exceptionally  broad  border 
at  the  base,  wider  than  the  space  between  the  inner  and  outer 
border  of  beads  on  the  die.  However,  no  outline  of  the  edge  of 
the  die  is  visible.  Planchet  severely  cracked,  from  3:00  to  10:00 
on  the  obverse. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1961. 


Attractive  Pine  Tree  Shilling 

N-l 


1191 


between  the  fingers,  in  some  form  of  a  vise.  The  pieces  obviously  and  deliberately 
bent  are  rarer  than  the  usually  seen  ones  with  bends  and  waves  reminiscent  of  shal¬ 
low  Ss  or  shallow  bowls.  No  explanation  has  been  offered  for  these  latter  artifacts. 

It  is  the  writer's  opinion  that  the  bends  and  waves  seen  on  so  many  Massachusetts 
silver  coins  of  the  third  and  fourth  type  may  be  a  result  of  the  coining  technology  in 
use  in  Boston  at  the  time.  If  coins  were  struck  on  strips,  which  were  then  subsequent¬ 
ly  punched  from  the  strips  in  a  "cookie  cutter'-style  planchet  cutter,  then  the  bends 
and  waves  often  seen  on  the  larger-planchet  pieces  may  have  resulted  from  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  stress  and  subsequent  deformation  suffered  by  the  coin  as  it  was  punched 
from  the  strip.  In  many  cases,  the  bends  and  waves  seen  describe  perfect  arcs  and 
have  not  caused  any  damage  to  the  devices  on  the  surfaces  of  the  coin.  A  careful  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  degrees  of  arc  beneath  the  bends  seen  on  Massachusetts  silver  is 
sues  might  suggest  a  consistency  from  one  coin  to  another,  indicative  of  a  manufac¬ 
turing  process  artifact,  rather  than  an  accidental  one  caused  subsequent  to  distribution 
of  the  coin.  As  far  as  the  present  writer  knows,  no  such  study  has  been  undertaken. 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-l,  C  12-1. 
EF-40.  Rarity-1.  69.4  grains.  29.7mm.  350°.  An  attractive,  light  gold¬ 
en  gray  specimen  of  the  commonest  of  the  large  planchet  Pine 
Tree  shillings.  Typical  die  state,  showing  clash  marks  at  the  base 
of  the  tree  on  the  obverse.  Slightly  out  of  round  at  the  base  of 
the  obverse,  obscuring  the  top  half  of  M  and  portions  of  the  neigh¬ 
boring  rosette.  Tight  on  the  top  of  the  reverse,  but  affecting  only 
one  dot  in  the  rosette  there.  Slightly  wavy  planchet:  when  viewed 
from  its  edge,  the  wave  gives  the  appearance  of  a  very  shallow  S. 

Purchased  from  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  November  30,  1954,  Lot  1970. 

The  bending  and  planchet  waves  seen  on  so  many  Oak  and  Pine  Tree  shillings  and 
sixpences  is  usually  explained  by  a  reference  to  the  piece  being  a  "witch  piece,"  or 
is  not  explained  at  all  Certainly,  some  Massachusetts  silver  coins  have  been  deliber¬ 
ately  bent  between  the  fingers,  or,  more  likely,  as  the  shilling  is  very  difficult  to  bend 
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Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-l 

The  Infamous  "Counterstamped"  Specimen 


1192  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-l,  C  12-1. 

F-12.  Rarity-1.  67.9  grains.  28.3mm.  345°.  Light  gray,  with  golden 
highlights.  Very  tight  at  the  lower  right  and  left  on  the  obverse, 
slightly  tight  on  the  right  portion  of  the  reverse.  Late  state  of  the 
dies,  corresponding  to  Noe's  H  (plate  VI).  Photographed,  plated 
and  described  by  Eric  Newman  in  his  The  Secret  of  the  Good  Samar¬ 
itan  Shilling  (Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs  142),  pp.  62-3, 
fabrication  NM.  The  "counterstamp"  at  the  base  of  the  obverse 
is  a  fabrication,  and  is  not  representative  of  an  NE  shilling  struck 
over  a  Pine  Tree  type,  a  chronological  and  logical  inconsistency. 
This  piece  originally  appeared  as  Lot  75  of  Strobridge's  sale  of 
the  Clay  Collection  (1871),  where  it  was  taken  at  its  face  value. 
In  the  same  sale  a  series  of  "counterstamps"  appeared  as  Lots 
72  and  73,  among  them  a  sixpence.  The  NE  punch  used  on  this 
coin  was  also  used  to  create  the  "sixpence"  in  the  Clay  sale.  An 
interesting  curiosity. 

Purchased  from  B  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  November  30,  1954;  earlier, 
from  the  sale  of  the  Clay  Collection  (1871):75. 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-3 

“The  Large  Tree" 


1193  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-3,  C  3-F. 

AU-50,  possibly  fourth  finest  known.  Rarity-7.  72.7  grains. 
30.2mm.  0°.  Attractive  light  gray,  with  iridescent  gold  and  pale 
blue  highlights.  Tight  at  3:00  on  the  obverse,  just  the  very  edge 
of  the  crossbar  of  T  off  flan.  Tight  on  the  reverse  from  6:00  to  12:00, 
affecting  just  the  tops  of  WENG.  Minor  rim  break  noticeable  from 
the  obverse  beside  second  S.  Otherwise,  full  tree  and  complete 
legends.  Two  planchet  wrinkles  running  across  the  upper  and 
bottom  thirds  of  the  flan. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  ]uly 
31,  1956;  earlier  ex  Wurtzbach,  Clarke,  Lincoln  Sale  (Spink  &  Son,  March 
21,  1935),  Boyd.  From  this  pedigree,  it  appears  that  T.  James  Clarke 
and  F.C.C.  Boyd  at  one  time  owned  two  specimens  each. 

The  finest  example  of  this  rare  variety  known  to  the  present  writer  is  currently  in 
a  major  Eastern  collection  and  is  an  exceptionally  well-struck  and  perfectly  round  ex¬ 
ample.  The  second  finest  may  well  be  the  T.  James  Clarke-Noe  plate-F.C.C.  Boyd  Col¬ 
lection  specimen.  Third  finest  appears  to  be  Garrett:1216.  The  Norweb  coin  is  superi¬ 
or  to  Roper:28  and  New  Netherlands  60th  Sale:209. 

We  have  traced  the  following  specimens,  not  listed  in  condition  order: 

1.  The  Norweb  Collection. 

2.  F.C.C.  Boyd  Estate. 

3-5.  ANS  Collection. 

6.  Major  Eastern  collection. 

7.  Roper: 28. 

8.  Garrett:  1216. 

9.  New  Netherlands  60th  Sale:209. 
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Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-4 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1194  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-4,  C  5-B1. 

AU-55,  one  of  the  finest  known.  Rarity-4.  72.2  grains.  29.9mm. 
355°.  Lovely  light  gray,  with  iridescent  gold  and  blue  highlights. 
Full  tree.  Complete  legends  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Distinc¬ 
tive,  reversed  N  in  NEWENGLAND.  Left  and  right  edges  straight, 
as  seen  on  Roper:29,  undoubtedly  the  result  of  adjusting  at  the 
Mint  as  this  piece,  and  the  Roper  piece,  were  of  full  statutory 
weight.  Slight,  figure  S-shaped  bend  in  the  planchet,  when 
viewed  from  the  edge.  Typical  die  state,  with  pronounced  breaks 
in  the  left  field  beside  the  date  and  denomination.  Otherwise, 
die  states  about  as  usually  seen.  Finer  than  the  Noe  plate  coin, 
Roper:29,  and  equal  to  Picker:23  in  terms  of  sharpness. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  May 
1,  1956. 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-5 


1195  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-5,  C  5-B2. 

EF-45.  Rarity-4.  73.0  grains.  30.6mm.  350°.  Deep  gray,  with  faint 
golden  highlights.  Flan  tight  at  top  and  bottom  of  the  obverse, 
but  affecting  only  the  very  top  of  H  and  neighboring  V.  On  the 
reverse,  the  tops  of  A  and  N  are  slightly  off  flan.  Typical  die  state, 
a  recutting  of  N-4.  Two  diagonal  bends  across  the  flan,  wrinkled 
in  their  troughs,  doubtless  caused  by  being  placed  in  a  vise  and 
mechanically  bent. 

Purchased  privately  from  Henry  Chapman  on  November  23,  1908. 


A  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  coin  with  these  sorts  of  mechanically  caused  bends  is 
often  referred  to,  romantically,  as  a  "witch  piece."  The  popular  story  goes  that  by  bending 
a  Massachusetts  silver  coin  twice,  it  could  be  held  as  an  amulet  and  might  protect  the 
wearer  against  the  baneful  influence  of  witches.  It  is  a  nice  story  ... 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-7 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1196  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-7,  C  7-B. 

MS-60,  among  the  finest  known.  Rarity-7.  72.4  grains.  28.6mm. 
0°.  An  outstanding  specimen,  with  breathtaking  iridescent  gold 
and  blue  toning.  Fully  struck  tree.  Obverse  letters  USE  strangely 
elongated  and  soft,  as  on  the  Noe  plate  coin  (and  a  clue  to  the 
manufacturing  process  used  to  strike  this  coin).  Usual  reverse  die 
state  seen,  with  diagonal  break  running  from  A,  through  the  date 
and  denomination,  and  reaching  M  in  the  legend  below.  Excep¬ 
tionally  sharp  reverse.  Full  root  structure!  Planchet  cutter  scor¬ 
ing  lines  visible  on  the  edge. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  July 
31,  1956;  earlier  ex.  Winsor:17,  Mills:36,  Ryder  collections. 

Finer  than  the  Noe  plate  coin;  Roper:30;  M.H.S.  (1970):31;  Picker:25.  Apart  from 
these  enumerated  four  specimens,  two  are  known  to  be  in  the  ANS  Collection,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  seven  specimens  known  to  us.  Undoubtedly,  others  are  known  in  other 
collections. 
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Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-8 


1197  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-8,  C  lb- 

D.  EF-40.  Rarity-3-.  71.8  grains.  31.4mm.  0°.  Deep  Harvard  gray, 
with  faint  golden  highlights.  Base  of  flan,  seen  from  obverse, 
straight.  Top  of  obverse  shows  u-shaped  cut.  Two  diagonal  bends 
across  the  flan.  Very  late  state  of  both  dies,  particularly  the  re¬ 
verse,  which  shows  massive  breaks  between  GL,  within  neigh¬ 
boring  N,  and  over  and  in  OM.  Earlier  states  of  the  reverse  are 
known,  the  Noe  plate  coin,  for  example.  Despite  the  clipping, 
full  obverse  and  reverse  legends,  decent  tree,  full  date  and 
denomination. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company's  auction  sale 
of  November  30,  1953. 


Second  Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-8 

Later  Die  States 


1198  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-8,  C  lb- 

D.  EF-40.  Rarity-3-.  70.4  grains.  28.5mm.  355°.  Lighter  gray  than 
the  piece  preceding,  with  faint  golden  highlights.  Perfectly  round 
flan,  with  full  legends.  Decent  tree.  Later  state  of  the  dies  than 
the  preceding  specimen,  with  reverse  break  above  second  D  slight¬ 
ly  more  advanced.  A  nice  example  of  this  fairly  common  variety, 
in  that  it  is  almost  perfectly  round. 

Purchased  from  Louis  S.  Werner  on  May  1,  1956. 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-9 


1199  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-9,  C  lb- 

C.  VF-20.  Rarity-5.  68.9  grains.  29.5mm.  355°.  Dark  gray,  with  some 
golden  highlights.  Tight  at  6:30  on  the  obverse,  affecting  the  top 
of  M.  Tight  on  the  corresponding  portion  of  the  reverse,  also  af¬ 
fecting  top  of  M.  5  in  date  weak,  as  usually  seen.  Die  break  at 
right  base  of  X,  and  below  left  base  of  that  numeral,  moderately 
advanced.  Obverse  tree  weak,  right  and  bottom  left  branches  in¬ 
distinct,  as  usual  on  this  overworked  obverse  die. 

Purchased  from  /.  Douglas  Ferguson  in  1957. 
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Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-10 


1200  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-10,  C  la- 

C.  EF-45.  Rarity-3+.  67.5  grains.  29.3mm.  355°.  Pale  silver  gray, 
with  iridescent  rose  and  pale  gold  highlights.  Tight  on  the  left 
obverse,  affecting  tops  of  MASA;  and  corresponding  portion  of 
reverse,  affecting  tops  of  MD  M.  Slight,  S-shaped  bend  visible 
when  viewed  on  edge.  Full  tree,  break  between  fourth  and  fifth 
right  branches  in  an  early  state  of  development.  Despite  the  tight¬ 
ness  of  the  flan,  full  obverse  legend.  Slightly  later  reverse  state, 
with  break  beside  X  extending  from  the  base  of  that  numeral  three 
quarters  of  its  height  upwards.  Reverse  legends  complete,  if  tight, 
as  previously  described.  Intriguing  "elongation"  of  the  beads  and 
V  at  the  top  of  the  obverse.  As  mentioned  previously,  the  pres¬ 
ent  writer  believes  that  this  feature,  if  correctly  explained,  may 
help  answer  the  ultimate  mystery  to  be  solved  about  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  silver  issues,  namely,  what  sort  of  "coining  engine"  was 
employed  at  the  mint. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  November  14,  1955. 


1201  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-ll,  C  2a- 

Al.  EF-40.  Rarity-4.  70.4  grains.  28.9mm.  350°.  Pale  gray,  with  gold¬ 
en  overtones.  Very  typical  strike,  soft  at  3:00  to  6:00  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  particularly  5:00  to  6:00  on  the  reverse.  Full  legends 
where  struck.  Full  tree.  Usually  catalogued  as  a  distinctive  "type," 
with  obverse  spelling  MASATVSETS. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1958. 


1202  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-ll,  C  2a- 

Al.  F-15.  Rarity-4.  68.0  grains.  26.9mm.  350°.  Light  gray.  Holed 
and  plugged  at  the  top,  with  damage  to  S  and  neighboring  por¬ 
tion  of  inner  beaded  border  on  the  obverse.  Typical  reverse  state, 
with  weakness  from  3:30  to  about  6:00.  A  second  example  of  this 
variety,  with  obverse  spelling  MASATVSETS. 

Purchased  from  Lyman  Low  on  September  5,  1908. 


Pine  Tree  Shilling 

Crosby  2b-A2 
Possibly  Unique 


1203  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Unlisted  by 
Noe,  C  2b-A2.  EF-40.  Rarity-8,  possibly  now  unique.  72.7  grains. 
30.9mm.  0°.  Light  gray,  with  some  traces  of  golden  iridescence. 
Holed  and  plugged  at  6:30  on  the  obverse.  Full  tree,  with  all  right¬ 
most  branches  touching  trunk.  Slightly  wavy  planchet.  Full 
legends  and  almost  complete  outer  border  of  dots!  Listed  by  Cros¬ 
by  on  page  56  of  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  omitted  from  Noe's 
listing  subsequently.  Possibly  unique:  Crosby  reproduced  a  line 
drawing  of  this  variety  as  his  figure  14  on  page  54,  a  different  speci¬ 
men  from  this  one.  However,  we  are  unaware  of  a  second  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  variety,  which  should  have  been  included  by  Noe. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1958. 

Although  omitted  from  Eric  Newman's  listing  of  then-unlisted 
die  varieties,  the  piece  was  plated  and  described  in  Richard  Pick¬ 
er's  Variations  of  the  Die  Varieties  of  the  Massachusetts  Oak  and  Pine 
Tree  Coinage  (1976).  We  reproduce  relevant  portions  of  that  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  recutting,  which  is  not  likely  to  be  improved  upon: 

11.5  A  recutting  of  N-ll.  Noe  evidently  omitted  this  va¬ 
riety  inadvertently,  as  it  is  listed  and  described  in  Crosby 
as  his  No.  2b-A.2.  OBV.  the  tree  is  similar  to  N-ll,  but  ail 
branches  now  join  the  trunk  which  has  been  strengthened, 
tapers  gradually,  and  is  cleft  to  the  sixth  limb  on  the  left. 
The  roots  have  been  reworked.  N-ll  has  several  addition¬ 
al  beads  inside  the  inner  ring.  Most  of  these  have  now  been 
removed,  leaving  only  one  adjoining  the  bead  under  the 
left  serif  of  the  second  A,  and  one  between  the  tips  of  the 
third  and  fourth  branches  on  the  left.  The  lower  portion 
of  the  first  S  has  been  strengthened.  There  are  other  mi¬ 
nor  changes.  REV.  Colons  have  been  added  after  EN¬ 
GLAND  AN  and  DOM,  the  first  of  which  is  composed 
of  two  dots  very  close  together,  slanting  to  the  left  and  very 
close  to  the  baseline  of  the  letters.  The  date  has  been 
strengthened  showing  some  doubling  within  the  loop  of 
the  numeral  6.  The  tops  of  52  are  much  closer  to  each  oth¬ 
er.  The  beads  and  some  of  the  letters  have  been  reworked, 
notably  the  first  E  and  the  A.  Norweb  Collection  (ex  Par- 
melee  330?)  4.715  grams. 
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Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-13 

Contemporary  Counterfeit 


1205  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-15,  C  24-N. 

EMO  technical  grade,  value  of  VF-20.  Rarity-6-.  74.5  grains. 
25.1mm.  355°.  Light  gray,  with  iridescent  gold  and  rose  highlights. 
Planchet  clipped  at  1:30  on  the  reverse.  Weakly  struck,  as  some¬ 
times  seen,  at  3:00  on  the  obverse.  Typical  state  of  both  dies.  Holed 
at  4:00  on  the  reverse,  subsequently  plugged. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  July 
31,  1956;  earlier  ex  Lattin,  H.M.  Grant,  T.J.  Clarke,  F.C.C.  Boyd 
Collections. 


1206  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-16,  C  21-L. 

VF-30  to  EF-40.  Rarity-2+.  71.1  grains.  25.6mm.  10°.  Light  gray. 
Fully  round  and  nicely  centered.  Lower  left  branch  of  tree  spread¬ 
ing,  otherwise  the  tree  is  fully  struck.  Much  earlier  die  state  than 
that  seen  on  New  Netherland's  60th  Sale:218,  the  latest  state  seen 
by  this  cataloguer. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1960. 


1204  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-13,  C  9-G. 

VG-8.  Rarity-6.  43.7  grains.  23.9mm.  355°.  Medium  gray.  "Tooth 
marks"  visible  at  2:30  on  the  obverse.  Very  typical  condition  for 
the  variety,  as  all  are  known  on  "clipped"  flans.  Considered  a  con¬ 
temporary  counterfeit,  on  the  strength  of  the  crudeness  of  the 
dies.  The  finest  specimen  may  well  be  M.H.S.  (1970):38.  Roper:33 
example  is  a  close  second.  Although  Noe  knew  of  only  one  speci¬ 
men  (Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Collection),  several  others 
are  known  today. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
November  24,  1953. 


1207  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-17,  C  22-L. 

MS-60,  outstanding.  Rarity-4.  71.9  grains.  24.6mm.  0°.  Pale  gray, 
with  bright  iridescent  gold  and  rose  toning.  Lustrous,  with  a  high¬ 
ly  reflective  surface.  Were  this  a  Morgan  dollar,  it  would  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  being  prooflike!  Very  typical  lack  of  complete  outer 
beaded  border  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Slightly  off  center  on 
the  reverse,  but  without  affecting  any  portions  of  the  legends, 
only  the  outer  beaded  border.  Faint  outline  of  the  die  edge  on 
the  reverse  visible  from  10:00  to  12:00!  A  lovely,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  which  would  be  perfect  for  a  discriminating  type  collector. 
Slightly  later  state  of  the  obverse  die  than  seen  in  the  Noe  plate 
coin,  for  example,  with  the  "bird's  nest"  break  between  the  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  branches  from  the  bottom  on  the  right  side  of  the 
tree  slightly  more  advanced.  Mostly  full  root  structure.  The  edge 
shows  the  "scoring"  caused  by  the  planchet  cutter. 

Purchased  from  Baldwin's  on  May  23,  1963. 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-17 

Among  the  Finest  Known 
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1208  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-18,  C  23-L. 

F-15.  Rarity-7+.  64.0  grains.  22.2mm.  10°.  Pale  gray.  Heavily 
clipped,  leaving  just  the  bases  of  THVSET  on  the  obverse.  Full 
reverse  legend,  however.  Slightly  later  state  of  the  dies  than  seen 
on  the  Noe  plate  coin,  with  the  break  in  the  uppermost  branches 
on  the  right  of  the  tree  slightly  more  developed  and  the  break 
beneath  the  base  of  the  tree  also  wider.  This  variety  missing  from 
the  Garrett,  Roper,  Picker,  M.H.S.  (1970),  Stearns,  or  New  Nether¬ 
lands  60th  sales. 

Purchased  from  Henry  Chapman  on  June  3,  1909,  the  date  of  his  sale 
of  the  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie  Collection. 

We  can  account  for  the  following  specimens  of  this  variety:  Norweb  Collection;  ANS 
Collection;  Noe  plate  coin;  New  England  Collection;  Eastern  Collection;  Crosby  plate 
II.  Crosby  pictured  two  specimens,  the  obverse  of  one  of  which  (No.  12)  is  very  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  obverse  of  the  Noe  plate  coin,  but  the  reverse  does  not  correspond.  The  rari¬ 
ty  rating  given  this  variety  commonly,  Rarity-7+,  may  need  to  be  revised  downward 
to  Rarity-7. 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-18 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-20 


1210  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-20,  C  18-L. 

VF-30.  Rarity-7.  69.3  grains.  24.1mm.  10°.  Deep  gray,  with  traces 
of  blue  iridescence  on  the  obverse.  Numerous  obverse  scratches, 
planchet  fissures  at  11:30.  Full  tree,  somewhat  indistinct  in  the 
lower  three  branches  on  the  right.  Full  root  structure.  Well  cen¬ 
tered,  even  on  the  obverse,  which  is  usually  off  center  towards 
the  upper  left  (see  the  Noe  plate  coin,  for  an  example).  On  this 
specimen,  just  the  tops  of  ASAT  are  off  the  flan.  Fully  centered 
reverse.  A  rare  variety,  doubtless  because  of  the  miserable  state 
of  the  dies.  This  variety  was  missing  from  the  Roper,  M.H.S. 
(1970),  Picker,  New  Netherlands  60th  Sale  collections.  Similar  in 
overall  quality  to  Stearns:  106.  Three  specimens  definitely  known 
to  us:  Norweb  Collection;  ANS  Collection;  Noe  plate  coin. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  July 
31,  1956. 

The  obverse  die  appears  later  in  combination  with  Crosby's  reverse  Q,  and  by  that 
time  it  was  near  the  end  of  its  life.  Both  Noe-20  and  Noe-27  are  rare  varieties,  with 
N-27  a  full  Rarity-8.  The  reverse  used  for  N-20  was  also  near  the  end  of  its  effective 
life,  having  been  employed  earlier  to  coin  Noe-16  through  19.  In  fact,  Crosby's  reverse 
L  is  the  typical  reverse  found  on  the  small  tree  variety  small  planchet  Pine  Tree  shil¬ 
ling.  Of  the  20  varieties  of  the  small  planchet  Pine  Tree  shilling,  reverse  L  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  seven  of  them.  Of  all  the  varieties  struck  with  this  reverse,  only  Noe-16  and 
17  are  readily  available.  Noe-19  is  very  scarce,  while  Noe-20  and  22  are  rare  and  18 
and  21  are  very  rare. 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-19 

Late  Reverse  State 


1209  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-19,  C  20-L. 

VF-20.  Rarity-6.  69.1  grains.  23.6mm.  0°.  Light  gray.  Perfectly  round 
and  with  all  letters  of  the  legends  struck  up  and  on  flan.  Late 
reverse  state,  with  the  breaks  appearing  on  the  Noe  specimen 
here  more  advanced,  particularly  over  fourth  N. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
November  24,  1953. 
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Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-22 


Early  Die  State 

j 


1211  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-22,  C  16-L. 

VF-30.  Rarity-7-.  69.4  grains.  23.3mm.  5°.  Light  charcoal  gray, 
otherwise  untoned.  Early  reverse  state,  earlier  than  seen  on  any 
of  the  other  specimens  enumerated  below.  Obverse  almost  per¬ 
fectly  centered,  decidedly  unusual  for  this  variety.  Only  the  tops 
of  the  obverse  letters  from  8:00  to  1:00  are  off  the  flan.  Perfectly 
centered  reverse.  By  far,  the  majority  of  this  very  scarce  variety 
are  considerably  more  off  center  on  the  obverse  than  this  piece 
(cf,  Noe  plate,  M.H.S.  1970:41,  for  examples).  Earlier  reverse  state 
than  usually  seen,  with  no  trace  of  the  break  at  L  yet  visible.  Equal 
to  the  Picker:32  specimen;  superior  to  the  New  Netherlands 
60th:221,  Stearns:109,  and  M.H.S.  (1970):41  specimens.  Not  as 
sharp  as  the  Noe  plate  coin,  but  better  centered.  There  is  anoth¬ 
er  in  the  ANS  Collection. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  1954. 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-23 


Possibly  Second  Finest  Known 


1212  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-23,  C  16-M. 
VF-30,  possibly  the  second  finest  known.  Rarity-7+.  66.0  grains. 
23.0mm.  5°.  Light  gray,  once  cleaned  with  acid.  Misstruck  on  the 
obverse,  outline  of  the  die  edge  visible  across  the  upper  third  of 
the  flan,  and  faintly  near  the  outer  edge  of  the  flan.  Similar  mis- 
striking  can  be  seen  at  the  base  of  the  obverse  on  Picker: 33  speci¬ 
men.  Apparently,  these  were  not  as  well-made  as  others  in  this 
series.  Obverse  legends  tight  from  1:00  to  5:00,  second  A  and  top 
of  neighboring  T  very  faint.  Reverse  well  centered,  but  D.A  not 
struck  up.  Slightly  later  obverse  state  than  seen  on  the  Noe  plate 
coin,  with  break  at  base  of  obverse  extending  from  the  rosette 
into  the  top  of  the  neighboring  M.  Very  similar  reverse  state,  how¬ 
ever,  with  break  on  right  side  of  inner  beaded  border  about  as 
advanced  as  seen  there.  What  appears  to  be  a  cut  through  the 
tops  of  the  numerals  in  the  date  is  really  the  impression  of  the 
outer  edge  of  the  die,  mirroring  that  seen  on  an  identical  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  obverse.  This  is  a  rare  variety,  and  we  can  account 
for  the  following  four  specimens:  Norweb  Collection;  ANS  Col¬ 
lection;  Noe  plate  coin,  the  finest  known;  Picker:33,  later  offered 
in  Stack's  fixed  price  list  (1986):  C  16.  Of  these  four,  this  is  finer 
than  the  ANS  and  Picker  collection  specimens,  and  so  may  be 
the  second  finest  known.  Missing  from  the  Steams,  M.H.S.  (1970), 
and  New  Netherlands  60th  Sale. 

Purchased  privately  from  Elmer  Sears,  before  1913. 
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Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-24 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1213  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-24,  C  23-M. 

VF-30.  Rarity-7+.  70.0  grains.  25.4mm.  15°.  Light  gray,  with  gold¬ 
en  highlights.  Slightly  off  center  at  the  base  of  the  obverse  and 
reverse,  but  without  effecting  any  letters  other  than  the  very  top 
of  G  on  the  reverse.  Full  tree.  Tops  of  IN  on  obverse  faint,  due 
to  mis-centering  of  the  flan.  Better  struck  than  the  Noe  plate  coin, 
with  more  detail  visible  in  the  legend  and  on  the  right  side  of 
the  tree  than  that  specimen.  Pronounced  planchet  cutter  lip  visible 
base  of  the  reverse,  from  about  3:00  to  7:00.  Smooth,  problem 
free  surfaces,  save  for  one  small  pit  beside  M  on  the  obverse.  Rare 
variety,  missing  from  the  Stearns,  New  Netherlands  60th,  M.H.S. 
(1970),  Garrett,  Roper,  and  Picker  collection  sales.  Three  speci¬ 
mens  known  to  us:  Norweb  Collection,  ANS  Collection,  Noe  plate 
coin.  Of  the  three  we  are  familiar  with,  this  is  the  finest. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  Au¬ 
gust  27,  1955. 

Both  dies  are  quite  rare.  Crosby's  obverse  23  appears  in  combination  with  his  re¬ 
verse  L  and  M,  each  of  which  is  a  Rarity-7+  variety.  His  reverse  M  appears  in  combi¬ 
nation  with  obverses  23  and  16,  and  each  of  these  is  also  a  Rarity-7+  variety. 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-25 


1214  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-25,  C  16-0. 

EF-40  technical  grade.  Rarity-5.  71.0  grains.  24.9mm.  5°.  Medium 
gray.  Struck  off  center  to  the  lower  right  on  the  obverse,  lower 
left  on  the  reverse.  Slightly  misstruck,  with  considerable  weak¬ 
ness  visible  on  the  obverse  from  10:00  to  1:00.  Full  tree,  however. 
Reverse  correspondingly  weak  at  GLA.  Tops  of  DO  N  slightly  off 
flan. 

Purchased  from  Alexander  &  Company  of  Boston,  before  1913,  for  $7.00. 


1215  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-26,  C  15-0. 

F-12.  Rarity-6.  76.6  grains.  25.1mm.  5°.  Rather  heavy  for  the  de¬ 
nomination.  Light  gray  reverse,  darker  gray  obverse  with  pale  blue 
toning.  Off  center  on  the  obverse  towards  the  upper  left,  but  re¬ 
verse  fully  centered.  Reverse  scratched  beneath  denomination. 
Late  state  of  this  reverse  die,  with  break  above  first  I  more  ad¬ 
vanced  than  when  seen  in  combination  with  obverse  16,  earlier. 
Full  tree,  if  weak  at  upper  left  portion  of  the  branches.  Several 
letters  of  the  obverse  legend  indistinct,  tops  of  ATH  off  flan. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on 
November  23,  1953. 
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Pine  Tree  Shilling 

N-26  Obverse/N-27  Reverse 
The  Discovery  Coin 


1216  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Obverse  of 

N-26/ Reverse  of  N-27.  VG-10.  Rarity-7+.  The  discovery  coin.  64.5 
grains.  23.5mm.  0°.  Medium  gray,  with  brighter  highlights.  Se¬ 
verely  off  center  on  the  obverse,  with  half  of  A  and  S  off  flan; 
all  of  neighboring  AT  missing;  top  halves  of  following  HV  off  flan. 
Full  tree,  however.  Reverse  similarly  poorly  struck,  with  all  let¬ 
ters  following  L  in  the  legend  off  flan.  Full  date  and  denomina¬ 
tion,  however.  All  diagnostics  for  the  dies  clear  and  the  attribu¬ 
tion  is  certain.  This  combination  unlisted  by  Noe,  or  earlier  by 
Crosby.  Discovered  by  Walter  Breen,  before  1959.  One  prior  auc¬ 
tion  sale  of  this  variety  traced  by  us,  Stearns:  114,  for  $170.  That 
specimen  was  About  Good,  not  plated,  and  with  a  planchet  split. 
None  in  the  subsequent  New  Netherlands  60th,  M.H.S.  (1970), 
or  Picker  Collection  sales. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1959; 
earlier  ex  Walter  Breen  as  unique. 


Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-27 

Second  Or  Third  Finest  Known 


1217  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-27,  C  18-Q. 

F-15.  Rarity-7+.  Possibly  the  second  or  third  finest  known.  67.8 
grains.  23.8mm.  10°.  Pale  gray.  Sharp  obverse,  if  off  center  from 
12:00  to  5:00.  Full  tree.  Tops  of  THVSETS  off  flan;  following  final 
S  indistinct;  IN  also  indistinct.  Break  in  tree  at  upper  right  about 
as  seen  on  the  Noe  plate  coin,  as  the  break  from  left  portion  of 
roots  through  beaded  border,  S  to  rim.  First  A  more  broken  than 
on  the  Noe  plate.  Typical  reverse  condition,  off  center  to  the  lower 
left  and  extremely  softly  struck  up.  Immediately  recognizable,  with 
clumsy,  thin  and  spidery  letters  in  the  legend.  Full  date  and  de¬ 
nomination.  Finer  than  the  Noe  plate  coin,  Stearns:  115,  and  ANS 
Collection  ex  M.H.S.  (1970):45.  The  finest  appears  to  be  the  Nas- 
ca/Gibbons  (1981):2215  example,  a  VF  which  sold  for  $2,800.  This 
is  the  fifth  specimen  of  this  rare  variety  known  to  us. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  August  9,  1954. 

Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  rare.  Crosby  obverse  18  appears  in  combina¬ 
tion  with  two  reverses,  L  and  Q.  Combination  18L  is  a  Rarity- 7.  Crosby  reverse  Q  ap¬ 
pears  in  combination  with  two  obverses,  18  and  19.  19-Q  is  a  Rarity-7  also. 
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Pine  Tree  Shilling  N-28 


1218  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-28,  C  19-Q. 

VF-20.  Rarity-7.  71.2  grains.  24.8mm.  5°.  Light  silver,  with  pale 
golden  highlights.  Pronounced  planchet  cutter  'lip"  visible  around 
much  of  the  reverse  rim.  Full  tree.  Portions  of  the  obverse  leg¬ 
end  off  flan,  notably  tops  of  T  E  and  neighboring  TS:  IN.  Reverse 
similarly  off  center  to  the  lower  left,  with  NEW  almost  entirely 
off  flan,  neighboring  E  half  off  flan,  and  following  NG  indistinct 
at  their  tops.  Full  date  and  denomination,  and  inner  beaded  bor¬ 
der.  The  reverse  break  close  to  that  seen  on  the  Noe  plate  coin. 
Finer  than  the  New  Netherlands  60th:224  and  M.H.S.  (1970):46 
specimens  (slightly  better  than  the  last),  and  the  Picker:35  exam¬ 
ple.  About  equal  in  value  to  the  Noe  plate  coin.  The  Roper:36 
example  appears  to  be  one  of  the  finest  of  this  rare  variety.  Miss¬ 
ing  from  the  Stearns  Collection  sale.  Another  specimen  located 
in  the  ANS  Collection. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on 
November  24,  1953. 

Crosby  obverse  19  appears  in  no  other  combination  than  with  reverse  Q.  His  re¬ 
verse  Q  appears  only  in  combination  with  one  other  obverse,  18,  a  Rarity-7+  variety. 


1219  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-29,  C  14-R. 

VF-20.  Rarity-3-.  69.0  grains.  24.5mm.  5°.  Attractive,  even  medi¬ 
um  gray  in  color.  Misstruck  at  the  base  of  the  obverse  and  cor¬ 
responding  base  of  the  reverse.  Reverse  typically  weak,  as  seen 
on  the  Noe  plate  coin,  for  example.  Full  tree.  Obverse  legend  com¬ 
plete  save  for  very  top  of  TH.  Reverse  legend  quite  weak,  but  let¬ 
ters  distinguishable. 

Purchased  privately  from  Kendrick,  before  1913. 


1220  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-30,  C  13-S. 

VG-8.  Rarity-4.  66.0  grains.  22.8mm.  0°.  Pale  gray.  Clipped  as  se¬ 
verely  as  the  Noe  plate  coin,  for  example.  Very  indistinct  in  the 
center,  and  the  majority  of  the  obverse  legend  either  off  flan  or 
indistinct,  also.  Reverse  center  strong,  but  legends  heavily  worn 
and  partially  off  flan  to  begin  with.  Typical  condition  for  the  dies, 
which  appear  in  no  other  combinations. 

Purchased  privately  from  Kendrick  on  December  2,  1909. 


1221  Contemporary  counterfeit  of  N-l.  34.1  grains.  23.6mm.  10°.  New¬ 
man  fabrication  PR,  plated.  A  contemporary  counterfeit  of  the 
N-l  large  planchet  Pine  Tree  issue,  a  fairly  faithful  representa¬ 
tion.  As  Eric  Newman  points  out  in  his  discussion  of  this  piece 
(The  Secret  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Shilling,  Numismatic  Notes  and 
Monographs  142),  were  this  piece  of  full  size,  its  weight  would 
only  be  56  grains,  considerably  below  standard  and,  presuma¬ 
bly,  unacceptable  to  the  mint  masters.  The  lettering  style,  shape 
of  the  tree,  its  root  structure,  and  shapes  of  the  beaded  borders 
all  suggest  contemporary  fabrication,  rather  than  19th-century 
manufacture.  Originally  announced  by  Kenneth  Bressett  in  The 
Numismatist  (January  1955).  Two  known  to  Newman,  this  (his  plate 
coin)  and  a  specimen  at  the  time  in  the  Chase-Manhattan  Bank 
museum. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  August  25,  1956. 


Pine  Tree  Sixpence  N-32 

"The  Spiny  Tree" 

Among  The  Finest  Known 


1222  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  sixpence.  "The  Spiny 

Tree."  N-32,  C  2/Oak-D.  EF-40.  Rarity-7-.  36.2  grains.  19.7mm. 
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353  Deep,  pleasing  gray  with  pale  blue  highlights.  Usual  weak¬ 
ness  on  the  obverse  from  2:00  to  5:00  and  the  corresponding  po¬ 
sition  on  the  reverse.  Otherwise,  full  spiny  tree,  and  most  of  first 
E  on  flan,  most  unusual  for  the  variety.  Reverse  legends  tight, 
as  always  seen;  portions  of  NEW  visible,  also  unusual  for  the  va¬ 
riety.  Finer  than  the  Noe  plate  coin,  Stearns:  136,  137,  and  138; 
and  Garrett:1224.  Close  to  Stearns:139,  later  Roper:39,  possibly 
a  tie  with  it.  Missing  from  the  New  Netherlands  60th  and  M.H.S. 
(1970)  sales.  This  enumeration  accounts  for  eight  of  the  estimat¬ 
ed  dozen  specimens  thought  to  survive. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  July 
27,  1955. 

N-32  is  an  historic  issue,  as  it  shares  a  reverse  with  the  Oak  Tree  type.  This,  and 
stylistic  progression  (especially  the  "Spiny  Tree"  Oak  Tree  shilling  N-14),  seems  to  es¬ 
tablish  the  sequence  of  Oak-Pine  as  the  overall  type  emission  sequence. 


miscentering,  others  known  are  also  off  center  at  the  top.  On  this 
specimen,  bottom  of  first  S  and  ATHVSET  and  bottom  of  follow¬ 
ing  S  are  on  flan.  Full  tree  and  inner  beaded  border.  Reverse  slight¬ 
ly  more  off  center  than  seen  on  the  Noe  plate  and  Garrett:  1227 
specimens,  but  effecting  only  the  tops  of  AND.  Distinctive  reverse, 
D  reversed  in  the  die.  Diminutive  AN  in  the  reverse  legend,  which 
was  too  crowded  to  allow  them  to  be  of  proper  size.  Missing  from 
the  Stearns,  New  Netherlands  60th,  M.H.S.  (1970),  Roper,  and 
Picker  sales.  Six  specimens  known  to  us:  Norweb  Collection;  Gar¬ 
rett:  1227;  Noe  plate  coin;  ANS  Collection;  New  England  Collec¬ 
tion;  Eastern  collection.  The  Norweb  Collection  coin  technically 
tied  with  the  Garrett  and  Noe  plate  specimens. 

Purchased  from  Stack's  sale  of  June  26,  1958. 


Pine  Tree  Threepence  N-34 


1223  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  threepence.  N-34,  C 
1-A1.  VF-20.  Rarity-5.  17.3  grains.  15.9mm.  345°.  Dark  gray.  Typi¬ 
cal  strike,  the  dies  being  slightly  larger  than  the  flan  they  were 
intended  to  strike.  Off  center  at  the  top  of  the  obverse,  as  seen 
on  the  Noe  plate.  Reverse  also  typical,  with  all  letters  mostly  pres¬ 
ent  but  very  tight  and  their  tops  off  flan  (save  for  the  last  two). 
Full  and  attractive  tree,  full  date  and  denomination.  Cluster  of 
old  scratches  beside  first  numeral  in  denomination  and  damag¬ 
ing  the  top  of  it.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  collection. 

Purchased  from  Henry  Grunthal  on  December  9,  1952. 


Pine  Tree  Threepence  N-35 

The  Rarest  Threepence 


Pine  Tree  Threepence  N-36 


1225  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  threepence.  N-36,  C 
2a-B.  AU-50/VF-30,  technical  grade.  Rarity-2.  18.2  grains.  15.2mm. 
345°.  Light  golden-gray.  Weak  on  the  obverse,  from  10:00  to  12:00, 
with  SA  faint  or  not  present  on  the  flan.  Reverse  tight  around 
the  tops  of  all  letters,  but  all  are  legible.  Full  date  and  denomina¬ 
tion.  Small  dig  at  base  of  second  numeral  in  the  denomination. 
Early  state  of  the  obverse,  with  the  rim  break  above  and  between 
AS  faint. 

Purchased  from  Henry  Grunthal  on  December  9,  1952. 


1226  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  threepence.  N-36,  C 

2a-B.  VF-30.  Rarity-2.  17.1  grains.  17.8mm.  350°.  Light  gray.  In¬ 
cluded  to  illustrate  the  later  state  of  the  obverse  with  the  break 
above  and  between  AS  rather  pronounced.  Later  than  the  Picker 
plate  specimen  before  the  break  through  M  developed.  Obverse 
and  reverse  legends  tight,  but  just  the  tops  of  VSET  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  off  flan.  Full  tree  and  reverse  date  and  denomination.  A 
nice  coin  for  a  type  collection. 

Purchased  from  J.  Douglas  Ferguson  on  October  15,  1956;  earlier  ex 
Belden  Roach  Collection. 


1224  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  threepence.  N-35,  C 

1-A2.  EF-40,  technical  grade  Rarity-7.  The  rarest  threepence  of 

the  type.  16.1  grains.  17.6mm.  345°.  Dark  gray.  Typical  obverse 
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The  London,  Carolina,  and  New  England  Elephant  Tokens 


Apart  from  the  connection  to  the  Carolina  and  New  Eng¬ 
land  Elephant  tokens  of  1694,  through  a  shared  obverse  die, 
there  is  little  other  evidence  to  link  the  London  Elephant 
tokens  to  the  United  States  colonial  era  series.  Nothing  is 
known  with  certainty  about  when  the  London  Elephant 
tokens  were  struck,  by  whom,  or  for  what  purpose.  The 
majority  of  earlier  writing  concerning  them  has  been 
hypothesis,  at  best.  The  popular  association  of  these  pieces 
with  the  Royal  African  Company  is  apocryphal,  and  rests 
primarily  on  a  mistaken  identification  of  the  elephant  on  the 
obverse  with  an  African  elephant.  The  Guide  Book  suggests 
that  the  types  and  inscriptions  on  these  pieces  are  com¬ 
memorative  of  the  Great  Fire  and  Plague  (1665  and  1666)  that 
swept  through  London  in  those  years,  but  unaccountably 
lists  them  with  a  1664  date! 

Two  specimens  of  the  London  Elephant  token  variety  with¬ 
out  diagonal  lines  in  the  reverse  cross  are  known  overstruck 
on  royal  currency  halfpennies  of  1672,  CAROLVS  A  CARO- 
LO  variety,  suggesting  that  those  dies  were  in  use  in  1672. 
As  the  currency  halfpenny  of  1672  ranged  in  weight  from 
154  to  187  grains,  the  London  Elephant  tokens  of  average 
planchet  thickness  may  have  been  intended  to  be  struck  to 
the  halfpenny  standard.  However,  no  complete  hypothesis 
has  been  offered  to  explain  the  currency  function  of  the  thick- 
and  thin-planchet  London  tokens,  as  well  as  the  average 
thickness  specimens,  and  their  currency  status  is  obscure. 

C.  Wilson  Peck  suggested  a  date  range  for  the  entire  issue 
of  1672-1684,  in  his  English  Copper,  Tin,  and  Bronze  Coins  in 
the  British  Museum  1558-1958.  Based  on  the  overstriking  evi¬ 
dence  mentioned  above,  this  dating  scheme  is  probably  near 
the  truth.  We  know  that  one  obverse  die  used  on  the  Lon¬ 
don  tokens  reappears  on  the  1694-dated  Carolina  and  New 
England  tokens,  so  perhaps  a  date  close  to  the  end  of  Peck's 
range,  or  slightly  beyond  it,  would  be  more  appropriate  than 
one  at  the  beginning  of  it,  as  the  obverse  die  used  in  1694 
was  rust-free  when  employed.  The  obverse  device  of  an  ele¬ 
phant  was  engraved  by  John  Roettier,  chief  engraver  of  the 
Mint,  so  the  pieces  may  have  had  some  semi-official  status, 
but  again,  as  with  most  aspects  of  this  enigmatic  token  coin¬ 
age,  this  remains  uncertain.  The  Norweb  Collection  contains 
a  complete  set  of  all  the  known  varieties  of  the  London  Ele¬ 
phant  token.  Until  now,  the  best,  short  introduction  to  the 
Elephant  tokens  generally,  with  specific  application  to  the 
later  struck  Carolina  and  New  England  pieces,  was  Richard 
G.  Doty's  The  Carolina  and  New  England  Elephant  Tokens  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  1976  ANS  volume  Studies  on  Money  and  Early 
America.  Subsequent  research  has  revised  earlier  opinions 
regarding  the  currency  status  of  the  London,  Carolina,  and 
New  England  tokens,  however.  As  previously  mentioned, 
the  standard  thickness  (popularly  called  thin  planchet) 
tokens  were  close  to  the  circulating  currency  halfpenny  stan¬ 
dard,  if  slightly  light,  and  had  these  circulated,  would  have 
had  halfpenny  status.  The  thick-planchet  variety,  weighing 
between  200  and  240  grains,  was  too  heavy  for  a  halfpenny, 


and  too  light  for  a  full  penny,  and  as  mentioned  above,  their 
currency  status  is  uncertain. 

While  Richard  Doty  described  the  general  types  on  this 
enigmatic  series,  collectors  today  may  benefit  from  a  more 
schematic  outline  of  the  dies  known  on  the  London,  Carol¬ 
ina,  and  New  England  Elephant  tokens: 

Obverse  1.  Elephant's  tusks  away  from  milled  border. 

Obverse  2.  Elephant's  tusks  close  to  milled  border. 

(Both  obverses  bear  the  same  elephant  punch.) 

Reverse  A.  Saltire  cross,  dagger  in  first  quadrant  of  shield. 

Reverse  B  Plain  cross,  recutting  shows  in  D  of  GOD,  dagger  in  first  quadrant 

Reverse  C.  Saltire  cross,  dagger  in  second  quadrant  of  shield. 

Reverse  D.  Inscription  as  LON  DON. 

Reverse  E.  Carolina  PROPRIETERS. 

Reverse  F.  Carolina  PROPRIETORS  O/E. 


Reverse  G.  NEW  ENGLAND. 

Die  Combi-  Rarity 

nations  Rating  Comments 

1-A 

Rarity-7- 

Thin  planchets 

1-C 

Rarity-7+ 

Thin  planchets 

1-E 

Rarity-7 

Thin  planchets 

2-B 

Rarity-4 

Known  on  thick  and  thin  planchets.  Known  on  a  wide,  thick 
planchet  (see  below  Lot  1232,  unique  ?);  fire  gilt  (see  below.  Lot 
1233,  Rarity-7+);  and  brass  (unique— Peck-505). 

2-D 

Rarity-7- 

Thin  planchets 

2-F 

Rarity-6- 

Thin  planchets 

2-G 

Rarity-8 

Thin  (unique)  and  thick  (two  known,  see  below,  Lot  1237) 
planchets. 

London  Elephant  Token 

Thin  Planchet 


1227  Circa  1672-1684  London  Elephant  Token.  Dies  1-A,  Peck-501. 
EF-40.  Rarity-7-.  144.7  grains.  28.9mm.  5°.  Light  golden-brown. 
Slightly  double  struck,  with  faint  doubling  on  many  of  the  let¬ 
ters  of  the  reverse  legend.  Struck  on  a  rolled  planchet,  cut  from 
strip,  in  an  open  collar. 

Purchased  from  A.H.  Baldwin  &  Sons,  Ltd.  on  March  30,  1954. 
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London  Elephant  Token 

Variety  With  Dagger  in  Second  Quadrant  of  Shield 


1228  Circa  1672-1684  London  Elephant  token.  1-C,  P-502.  VF-20. 
Rarity-7+.  159.0  grains.  28.5mm.  15°.  Light  golden-brown.  Minor 
scratch  in  first  quadrant.  Struck  on  rolled  planchet  stock,  in  an 
open  collar.  This  is  the  rarest  of  the  London  Elephant  tokens.  Only 
four  specimens  known  to  us:  Roper:  140,  ex  Jackman,  the  finest 
known;  British  Library  Collection;  major  Southwestern  collection; 
Norweb  Collection. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


1230  Circa  1672-1684  London  Elephant  token.  2-B,  P-503.  EF-45.  Rarity-4. 
249.3  grains.  27.9mm.  355°.  Dark  greenish  brown.  Numerous  cool¬ 
ing  tissues  across  the  entire  obverse.  Reverse,  however,  clear  and 
smooth.  Cast  flan,  as  the  preceding. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Au¬ 
gust  25,  1956. 


London  Elephant  Token 

Thin  Planchet 


1231  Circa  1672-1684  London  Elephant  token.  2-B,  P-504.  MS-60. 

Rarity-4.  134.1  grains.  28.3mm.  355°.  Exceptionally  sharp  strike 
on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  with  portions  of  the  elephant's  right 
leg  struck  up.  Struck  on  a  cast  planchet,  with  numerous  edge 
splits  due  to  the  extreme  striking  pressure  applied.  Attractive, 
golden-olive. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1956. 


London  Elephant  Token 

Thick  Planchet 


1229  Circa  1672-1684  London  Elephant  Token.  2-B,  P-503.  AU-55. 

Rarity-4.  243.0  grains.  28.0mm.  355°.  Deep  golden-brown.  One  mi¬ 
nor  scratch  at  the  base  of  the  reverse  cross,  otherwise  exception¬ 
ally  well  struck  and  lustrous.  Well-drawn  elephant,  with  full  wrin¬ 
kles  in  trunk  ear,  and  over  back  fully  struck  up.  Minor  lamination 
in  obverse  field  behind  tail.  Spot  of  die  rust  behind  ear.  Plain  re¬ 
cutting  shows  in  second  D  on  reverse;  breaks  connect  tops  of  first 
N  to  milling.  Struck  on  cast  planchet  stock. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1956. 
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London  Elephant  Token 

Exceptional,  Large  Planchet  Specimen 


Rare  London  Elephant  Token 

Variety  With  LON-DON  Inscription 


1232  Circa  1672-1684  London  Elephant  token.  2-B,  P-503.  MS-60. 

Rarity-4,  for  the  variety.  Possibly  unique  on  a  broad  planchet  as 
this  specimen.  239.2  grains.  30.7mm.  0°.  Lovely  mahogany  red 
and  dark  brown  surfaces.  One  of  the  most  attractive  London  El¬ 
ephant  tokens  we  can  remember  seeing.  As  the  diameter  indi¬ 
cates,  and  the  photo  graphically  illustrates,  this  piece  has  been 
struck  on  an  overly  wide  planchet  and  so  all  obverse  and  reverse 
beads  show.  The  reverse  has  a  wide  border.  We  have  not  seen 
another  wide-planchet  specimen  as  this,  and  it  may  well  be 
unique.  Struck  on  a  cast  planchet 


Fire  Gilt  London  Elephant  Token 

Thick  Planchet 


1233  Circa  1672-1684  London  Elephant  token.  2-B,  P-503.  Rarity-4.  Fire 
gilt,  no  other  known  to  us.  199.0  grains.  28.4mm.  5°.  Fire  gilding 
on  both  surfaces  and  around  the  edge,  unworn.  Very  minor  edge 
nick  at  5:00,  mentioned  only  for  the  overly  fastidious.  Struck  on 
a  cast  blank. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1234  Circa  1672-1684  London  Elephant  token.  2-D,  P-500.  EF-40. 
Rarity-7-.  Variety  with  reverse  inscription  separated  as  LON 
DON.  147.2  grains.  28.6mm.  10°.  Light  golden-brown.  Full  ele¬ 
phant.  Obverse  denticles  usually  missing  from  7:00  to  12:00.  Re¬ 
verse  inscription  LON  flanking  left  and  DON  flanking  right  side 
of  shield  bearing  the  arms  of  London.  Typical  lack  of  denticles 
on  the  reverse,  also.  Very  minor  planchet  lamination  at  the  base 
of  the  reverse.  Problem-free  surfaces,  free  from  any  gross  inju¬ 
ries.  The  finest  known  may  well  be  the  Roper:  141  specimen,  ex 
Peck  Collection,  an  Uncirculated  coin  later  offered  as  part  of  a 
set  of  Elephant  tokens  in  our  own  Rare  Coin  Review  (summer  1986), 
No.  61,  page  8. 

Purchased  privately  from  A. H. Baldwin  &  Sons,  Ltd.  on  March  30, 
1954. 
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1694  Carolina  Elephant  Token 

Variety  With  Reverse  Spelling  PROPRIETERS 


1235  1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  1-E.  AU-55,  prooflike.  Rarity-7. 

Variety  with  reverse  spelling  PROPRIETERS.  153.2  grains. 
28.5mm.  0°.  Light  golden-brown,  with  some  very  old,  and  faint, 
traces  of  verdigris  on  the  obverse.  Prooflike  surfaces,  exception¬ 
ally  sharp  reverse  strike.  Full  reverse  denticulation.  Typical  lack 
of  denticulation  on  the  obverse  from  9:00  to  1:00.  Fully  struck  el¬ 
ephant,  with  nice  detail  in  its  trunk,  hide,  and  the  ground  on 
which  it  stands.  Struck  on  a  rolled  blank.  This  is  the  rarer  of  the 
two  varieties  of  the  Carolina  Elephant  token.  The  following  speci¬ 
mens  are  known  to  us:  Norweb  Collection;  Eric  P.  Newman  Col¬ 
lection;  Stack's/ANA  (1976):87,  ex  M.H.S.  Collection;  Garrett:1315; 
Roper:  142;  Bowers  and  Merena  Rare  Coin  Review  (summer  1986), 
No.  61;  private  collection,  rumored,  said  to  be  gilt.  The  rarity  of 
this  variety  may  actually  be  Rarity-7+,  borderline,  if  the  last  speci¬ 
men  is  unverified. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  January  20,  1962. 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  these  pieces  were  struck  in  1694,  as  their  reverse 
attests  Ihe  obverse  die  used  to  strike  this  piece  is  the  same  as  appeared  earlier  on 
the  rare  London  F  lephant  token,  reverse  A.  Recorded  weights  of  five  specimens  of 
the  (  arolma  token  with  incorrect  PROPRIETERS  reverse  spelling,  140.6  grains,  143.4 
grains,  141  6  grains,  1 4K 8  grains,  153.2  grains,  fall  towards  the  low  side  of  the  weight 


range  for  the  currency  halfpenny  of  1694  (139-182  grains,  average  162  grains  as  record¬ 
ed  by  Peck),  suggesting  that  these  may  have  been  struck  to  the  halfpenny  standard 
and  could  have  circulated  as  such. 

The  elephant  device  on  the  obverse  of  these  tokens  has  been  taken  as  emblematic 
of  the  Royal  African  Company  (founded  1662,  rechartered  1672),  who  are  known  to 
have  had  the  right  of  coinage  at  the  Tower  Mint  for  bullion  imported  from  their  mo¬ 
nopoly  on  the  African  Gold  Coast  trade.  Coins  struck  from  their  silver  and  gold  bul¬ 
lion  bore  a  small  elephant,  or  an  elephant  and  castle,  beneath  the  royal  portrait  on 
coinage  from  the  reign  of  Charles  I  through  William  III  It  has  popularly  been  suggest¬ 
ed  that  the  Royal  African  Company  imported  the  copper  used  to  coin  the  Carolina 
and  New  England  tokens,  as  well  as  the  earlier  struck  London  Elephant  tokens,  for 
circulation  in  England  and  in  America.  This  suggestion,  however,  rests  ultimately  on 
the  iconography  of  the  obverse  type  of  the  token,  its  similarity  to  the  elephant  badge 
of  the  Royal  African  Company,  and  later  authorities  such  as  Taxay,  Peck,  and  Doty. 

The  connection  with  the  Royal  African  Company  is  tempting,  but  is  primarily  con¬ 
jectural  and  stands  on  somewhat  ambiguous  evidence.  It  fails  to  explain  how  the  heavy- 
planchet  New  England  token,  and  the  thick-planchet  London  Elephant  tokens,  fit  into 
the  currency  system  of  the  time.  In  addition,  it  is  debatable  that  the  entire  venture 
would  have  been  profitable  for  the  Royal  African  Company,  as  the  expenses  incurred 
in  mining,  refining,  shipping,  striking,  and  distributing  halfpenny  stock  and  coins  might 
have  consumed  any  possible  profit  margin  accruing  to  the  coinage.  Additionally,  the 
gap  of  some  10  years  or  so  between  the  putative  date  of  manufacture  of  the  London 
pieces  (1672-1684)  and  the  Carolina  and  New  England  pieces  (1694)  has  still  vet  to  In- 
explained . 
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1694  Carolina  Elephant  Token 


Variety  with  reverse  spelling  PROPRIETORS 


1236  1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  2-F.  EF-40.  Variety  with  reverse 
spelling  PROPRIETORS.  Rarity-6-.  158.1  grains.  29.1mm.  5°. 
Dark  brown,  nearly  olive.  Typical  reverse  die  state,  and  on  a  very 
typical  planchet.  Slightly  off  center  on  the  reverse,  as  usually  seen, 
with  an  incomplete  border  of  denticles.  Better  centered  on  the 
obverse,  though  the  denticles  are  soft  from  9:00  to  11:00,  again, 
as  usually  seen  on  the  variety.  Struck  on  a  rolled  blank.  This  is 
the  "commoner"  of  the  two  Carolina  Elephant  token  varieties, 
with  reverse  spelling  corrected  by  punching  O  over  E  at  the  end 
of  PROPRIETORS.  The  reverse  die  began  crumbling  in  its  center 
shortly  after  its  use,  and  other  examples  of  this  variety  known 
bear  very  indistinct  letters  in  the  center.  This  specimen  is  some¬ 
what  unusual,  in  that  all  letters  are  fairly  sharp;  the  LIN  of  the 
third  line  and  L  of  the  fourth  are  slightly  weak. 


No  adequate  explanation  has  yet  been  forthcoming  for  the 
meaning  of  the  reverse  legend  GOD:  PRESERVE:  CAROLINA: 
AND  THE:  LORDS:  PROPRIETORS.  1694.  Some  have  taken  it 
to  suggest  a  colonization  scheme,  to  attract  immigrants  to  the  Car¬ 
olina  colony.  Others  have  taken  it  to  reflect  a  time  of  unsettled 
local  politics  in  the  government  of  the  colony  of  Carolina.  Nei¬ 
ther  explanation  is  absolutely  substantiated,  as  no  contemporary 
documentation  regarding  these  pieces  is  known. The  earliest  refer¬ 
ence  traced  referring  to  the  Elephant  tokens  in  general  is  Thoresby 
(1713),  who  called  the  London  Elephant  token  the  "African 
halfpenny." 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1956;  earlier  ex  Clapp  Collection. 
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1694  New  England  Elephant  Token 


Thick  Planchet 


1237  1694  New  England  Elephant  token.  2-G.  VF-30.  Rarity-8.  240.9 

grains.  28.5mm.  15°.  Dark  chocolate  brown.  Old  nick  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  reverse,  a  few  edge  dents  noticeable,  as  well.  Soft  in 
the  reverse  center,  but  only  E  too  faint  to  be  legible.  Second  finest 
of  the  three  known,  with  more  reverse  detail  than  seen  on  the 
thin  planchet  Garrett  specimen.  Reverse  legend  reads  GOD:  PRE¬ 
SERVE:  NEW:  ENGLAND:  1694.  An  historic  coin,  and  the  sec¬ 
ond  earliest  reference  to  New  England  in  numismatics. 

Only  three  specimens  are  known  of  this  exceptionally  rare  is¬ 
sue:  Norweb  Collection;  Roper:144;  Garrett:1317. 

Purchased  from  A.H.  Baldwin  &  Sons,  Ltd.  on  March  30,  1954. 

The  New  England  token  is  perhaps  more  enigmatic  than  the  Carolina  or  the  Lon¬ 
don  Elephant  tokens,  earlier  Of  the  three  known  specimens,  two,  the  Roper  and  Nor¬ 
web  coins,  are  on  thick  planchets,  while  the  Garrett  coin  was  on  a  thin,  132.4  grain 


planchet.  While  the  Garrett  specimen  could  conceivably  have  circulated  as  a  some¬ 
what  lightweight  halfpenny,  it  is  difficult  to  explain  the  currency  status  of  the  thick- 
planchet  New  England  tokens,  which  would  have  been  considerably  overweight  for 
a  halfpenny  but  considerably  underweight  for  an  intrinsic  value  penny.  Some  com¬ 
ment  has  been  made  among  some  authorities  that  the  lightweight  (halfpenny  stan¬ 
dard)  pieces  were  sent  to  circulate  in  America,  while  the  heavyweight  (over  halfpenny 
standard)  pieces  circulated  in  England  as  halfpennies.  Clearly,  this  is  illogical. 

The  careful  reader  will  have  noted  that  the  die  orientation  of  the  London,  Carolina, 
and  New  England  tokens  is  very  close  to  being  what  we  would  today  call  perfect  med¬ 
al  turn,  or  the  usual  alignment  for  obverse  and  reverse  dies  struck  at  the  Royal  Mint 
in  London.  Additionally,  we  know  that  the  elephant  punch  appearing  on  the  obverse 
of  these  tokens  was  originally  cut  by  John  Roettier,  chief  engraver  of  the  Mint  at  the 
time.  Some  semi-official  status  for  this  issue  may  be  implied.  The  New  England  pieces 
all  survive  in  circulated  condition,  as  do  many  of  the  corrected  spelling  Carolina  and 
earlier  London  tokens,  and  presumably,  they  did  indeed  circulate  for  some  value 


-  362  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Higley  or  Granby  Coppers 


The  Higley  or  Granby 
Coppers 

Among  all  early  American  copper  issues,  the  pieces  struck 
yy  Samuel  Higley  and  his  brother  John,  Jr.  are  some  of  the 
nost  interesting.  Their  enigmatic  and  idiosyncratic  iconog- 
aphy  has  never  been  adequately  explained. 

On  July  29,  1728  Samuel  Higley  purchased  143  acres  of 
property  lying  next  to  his  inherited  family  lands  in  Simsbu- 
y,  Connecticut.  Included  in  the  parcel,  which  cost  500 
rounds  sterling  in  New  England  money,  were  40  acres  which 
ncluded  the  site  of  a  copper  mine,  from  whence  Samuel 
digley  drew  the  metal  for  his  tokens.  Some  time  around  the 
rear  1737  a  copper  token  was  struck,  valued  at  threepence, 
n  the  same  year,  other  tokens  were  produced  bearing  the 
egend  VALUE  ME  AS  YOU  PLEASE.  The  same  valuation 
tppeared  on  tokens  dated  1739.  The  change  in  value,  from 
i  stated  threepence  to  a  "value  me  as  you  please"  is  popu- 
arly  explained  by  local  merchants'  reluctance  to  accept  at 
hreepence  value  a  coin  no  larger  than  an  English  halfpenny. 

Higley  coppers  are  found  dated  1737,  1739,  and  without 
late  (possibly  struck  in  1737.)  Eight  obverse  dies  have  been 
recorded,  linked  with  five  reverse  dies,  the  13  known  in  15 
:ombinations.  This  suggests  a  fairly  large  output.  Neverthe- 
ess,  the  number  of  coppers  that  survives  today  is  very  small, 
probably  no  more  than  between  60  and  80  specimens  of  all 
:ombinations  known.  In  general,  survivors  are  found  on 
leavily  worn  planchets  in  grades  of  Good  to  Fine.  Specimens 
ibove  Fine  are  extremely  rare,  and  Extremely  Fine  is  almost 
anheard  of. 

The  Norweb  Collection  contains  three  different  Higley  cop¬ 
iers,  an  unusually  large  number  for  any  one  collection.  It 
should  be  noted  that,  while  the  Garrett  (1980)  Collection  fea- 
:ured  four  Higleys,  and  the  Roper  (1983)  Collection  featured 
>even,  the  unusually  large  number  of  appearances  of  the 
Tigley  copper  in  these  two  sales  is  an  historical  anomaly. 
\  review  of  auction  catalogues  of  sales  conducted  between 
1945  and  1967  shows  but  two  specimens  of  the  Higley  cop¬ 
per  offered  at  auction  over  those  23  years.  Prior  to  1980,  the 
appearance  of  a  Higley  copper  in  any  auction  catalogue  was 
a  noteworthy  event  and  received  much  publicity  in  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  world.  Any  collection  of  colonial  era  coins  contain¬ 
ing  a  single  Higley  copper  is  an  important  one.  The  late 
Richard  Picker's  collection,  sold  by  Stack's  in  1983,  featured 
two  specimens. 


Extremely  Rare  1737  Higley  Threepence 


1238  1737  Higley  threepence.  Crosby-19,  dies  1.2-B.a.  VG-8.  Rarity-8. 

155.1  grains.  28.0mm.  170°.  We  have  uncovered  no  auction  appear¬ 
ances  of  this  variety  in  the  recent  past.  Light  golden  brown  high¬ 
lights,  with  darker  brown-black  fields.  Typical  pitting  on  the  flan, 
as  usually  seen  on  all  Higley  coppers.  Obverse:  deer  standing  left. 
THE.VALVE.OF.THREE . PENCE .  Reverse:  three  crowned  ham¬ 
mers.  I .  AM  .GOOD.COPPER .  1737.  All  letters  in  the  obverse  leg¬ 
end  clear,  obverse  center  slightly  soft.  Reverse  legend  mostly  worn 
smooth,  I.  COPPER  and  date  legible;  center  soft  but  mostly  dis¬ 
tinguishable.  Same  variety  as  that  plated  in  the  18th  edition  of 
The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins,  which  was  probably 
the  finest  known. 

We  have  traced  no  recent  auction  records  for  this  variety,  which 
was  missing  from  both  the  Garrett  and  Roper  collections  sales. 

Purchased  privately  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 
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Exceptionally  Sharp  1737  Higley 
Threepence 


1239  1737  Higley  copper.  C-22,  3.2-B.a.  VF-30,  exceptionally  sharp. 

Rarity-7+.  147.2  grains.  28.6mm.  210°.  Holed  at  3:00  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  as  illustrated,  and  as  seen  in  the  Guide  BooURoper:149  speci¬ 
men.  Double  struck  on  the  obverse,  a  result  of  die  chattering. 
Slightly  off  center  on  the  reverse,  towards  9:00.  Exceptionally  sharp 
letters  and  central  devices  on  both  surfaces,  almost  as  sharply 
struck  as  ever  seen  on  the  series.  Planchet  imperfectly  sized  during 
rolling,  accounting  for  the  weakness  seen  on  the  obverse  at  2:00 
and  7:00,  and  from  9:00  to  11:00  on  the  reverse.  Old  rolling  flaw 
visible  across  deer's  neck.  Overall,  sharper  than  Roper:151  where 
fully  struck  up;  and  superior  to  our  Brand  11:953  specimen. 

Unlike  the  preceding,  the  legends  of  this  piece  do  not  indicate 
a  value.  The  obverse  bears  the  same  general  type,  a  deer  stand¬ 
ing  left,  but  the  inscription  has  been  revised  to  read  VAL¬ 
UE.  ME.  AS.YOU.  PLEASE.  The  reverse  types  and  inscriptions  are 
identical  to  those  on  the  preceding  lot. 

Purchased  privately  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  15,  1959. 


Extremely  Rare  1739  Higley  Copper 


One  of  Three  Known 


1240  1739  Higley  copper.  C-26,  3.2-D.  G-4.  Rarity-8.  127.8  grains. 
29.6mm.  15°.  Dark  brown,  with  some  surface  pitting.  This  com¬ 
bination  unrecognized  by  Crosby  (we  have  used  the  Crosby  at¬ 
tribution  number  originally  given  the  coin  when  sold  in  1909), 
as  it  combines  the  1739  Broad  Axe  reverse  with  an  obverse  used 
in  combination  with  the  usual  three  hammers  reverse.  Obverse: 
deer  standing  left.  VALUE. ME. AS.YOU. PLEASE.  Reverse:  Broad 
Axe.  J .C UT. M Y.WAY.THRO UGH.  1739.  The  letters  of  the  obverse 
inscription  are  worn  almost  completely  smooth,  but  many  of  the 
reverse  letters  are  legible,  as  is  the  full  date.  Reverse  die  identifi¬ 
cation  certain,  given  the  axis  of  the  axe.  We  know  of  only  two 
others  of  this  die  combination:  Garrett:  1307,  and  another  in  the 
Connecticut  State  Library  Collection.  All  are  heavily  worn,  as  this 
specimen.  This  coin  compares  favorably,  overall,  to  the  Garrett 
piece  in  terms  of  sharpness. 

Purchased  from  Henry  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Andrezv  C.  Zabriskie 
Collection,  June  3,  1909,  Lot  41. 
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Pitt  Tokens 

This  historically  important  issue  of  small-and  larger-size 
tokens  (popularly  called  "farthings"  and  "halfpence")  has 
long  been  ascribed  to  one  James  Smither  (1741-1797),  an 
English-born  gunsmith  and  metal  engraver  active  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  the  1760s  and  1770s.  Smither  had  a  checkered  ca¬ 
reer,  being  accused  of  high  treason  by  the  Supreme  Execu¬ 
tive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  on  June  25,  1778.  The  occasion 
for  the  striking  of  these  tokens  was  clearly  the  repeal  of  the 
notorious  Stamp  Act,  promulgated  May  1,  1766  in  London. 
British  manufacturers'  opposition  to  the  act  inspired  William 
Pitt  the  Elder  to  lead  Parliamentary  opposition  to  it.  Togeth¬ 
er  with  Benjamin  Franklin's  oratory  before  Parliament,  and 
George  Ill's  support  of  repeal  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Act 
was  finally  suppressed  in  May,  1766.  When  news  of  the  re¬ 
peal  reached  New  York,  the  New  York  Assembly  voted 
statues  for  the  king  and  for  Pitt  on  June  30,  1766.  The  tokens 
were  probably  struck  during  this  rush  of  enthusiasm  for  Pitt, 
following  the  repeal  of  the  Act.  Their  date  of  1766  is  proba¬ 
bly  accurate  for  their  manufacture.  Whether  they  were  struck 
in  New  York,  or  in  England,  is  uncertain.  The  tokens  are 
known  in  two  sizes,  popularly  called  "farthings"  and  "half¬ 
pennies,"  but  their  observed  weights  suggest  that  these  are 
misnomers,  as  both  the  smaller  and  larger-sized  pieces  are 
considerably  below  the  weight  of  contemporary  issues  of  Ge¬ 
orge  II  and  later  issues  of  George  III. 

The  reverse  inscription  on  the  smaller-sized  token  is  from 
the  same  letter  punches  as  used  on  the  larger-sized  piece, 
showing  that  both  sizes  were  made  in  the  same  workshop 
and  that  they  are  contemporary  with  each  other.  The  far¬ 
thing  is  known  both  with  a  plain  edge,  as  below,  and  a  reed¬ 
ed  edge  (made  with  a  coarse  file).  The  smaller-sized  token 
was  struck  on  a  cast  blank,  while  the  larger-sized  piece  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  struck  on  a  rolled  flan. 


1766  Pitt  "Farthing" 


Struck  in  Copper 


1241  1766  Pitt  "farthing."  Betts-520.  F-15.  Rarity-8.  47.6  grains.  25mm. 

180°.  Struck  in  copper,  or  an  alloy  resembling  copper,  a  previ¬ 
ously  unrecognized  metal  for  this  type.  The  appearance  is  quite 
unlike  brass.  Dark  brown.  "Pebbly"  surfaces,  pitted  reverse.  Given 
the  thickness  of  the  flan,  not  a  casting.  We  have  not  seen  anoth¬ 
er  in  this  metal,  nor  even  heard  rumors  of  one  said  to  have  been 
struck  in  copper.  Surfaces  appear  quite  corroded,  one  or  two  rim 
breaks.  Probably  unique;  we  have  been  more  conservative  in  our 
rarity  rating,  as  we  suspect  others  may  lie  unattributed  in  accumu¬ 
lations  and  non-collector  cabinets. 
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1766  Pitt  "Farthing" 

Possibly  Finest  Known 


1242  1766  Pitt  "farthing."  B-520.  EF-40.  Rarity-6+.  62.7  grains.  25mm. 

180°.  Yellow  bronze.  Possibly  finest  known,  superior  to  Garrett: 
1320  and  Roper:  169;  finer  than  the  outstanding  specimen  cur¬ 
rently  residing  in  a  noted  Eastern  collection;  far  nicer  than  the 
Laird  U.  Park:  155  specimen,  a  Very  Fine.  This  issue  used  to  be 
considered  a  Rarity-7+,  but  several  others  have  been  identified 
since,  accounting  for  the  present  rarity  rating.  Today,  about  a  doz¬ 
en  are  thought  to  survive.  Struck  in  a  yellow  bronze,  usually  called 
brass,  on  a  cast  planchet.  Very  typical  die  swelling  behind  Pitt's 
head,  and  faintly  beneath  the  ship  on  the  reverse. 


1244  1766  William  Pitt  medal.  B-514,  var.  F-15.  115.6  grains.  31mm.  175°. 
Dark  yellow  bronze.  A  variant  of  B-514,  with  the  second  word 
of  the  obverse  inscription  spelled  HONOURABLE,  and  with  no 
period  after  PARENT  on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company's  sale  of  March 
28,  1950,  Lot  1072. 


America  and  Britain  Joined  Medal 


1245  1766  William  Pitt  medal.  B-521.  VF-30.  142.9  grains.  33mm.  165°. 
Yellow  bronze.  Darkly  toned.  A  representative  example  of  the 
popular,  America  and  Britain  Joined  medal.  The  obverse  bears 
Pitt's  bust  facing  three  quarters  to  the  right,  with  a  Latin  inscrip¬ 
tion  which  calls  William  Pitt  the  defender  of  liberty.  The  reverse 
bears  clasped  hands  over  a  sword  surmounted  by  a  liberty  cap, 
and  a  Latin  inscription  around  which  reads  AMERICAN  AND 
BRITAIN  JOINED  TOGETHER. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on  March  20, 
1955. 

William  Pitt's  successful  opposition  to  the  Stamp  Act,  and  his  leadership  of  the  move¬ 
ment  for  its  repeal,  was  the  occasion  for  the  manufacture  of  many  medals,  medalettes, 
and  tokens  in  his  honor. 


Exceptional  1766  Pitt  "Halfpenny" 


1243  1766  Pitt  "halfpenny."  B-519.  AU-55.  Rarity-2.  85.0  grains.  28mm. 
160°.  Copper.  Struck  on  a  rolled  flan.  Plain  edge.  Some  original 
mint  red  color  can  be  seen  around  the  obverse  periphery  and  with¬ 
in  the  detail  of  the  ship  on  the  reverse.  About  equivalent  to  Pick¬ 
er:  108;  a  close  runner  up  to  Garrett:  1321  (later,  Roper:  167). 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 

The  scored  lines  visible  around  the  edge  of  this  piece  are  reminiscent  of  those  ap¬ 
pearing  on  the  earlier  Rosa  Americana  issues,  and  may  suggest  that  the  Pitt  halfpen¬ 
ny  was  also  struck  on  a  hot  flan  in  a  drop  press,  the  edge  later  being  ground  to  remove 
burrs.  The  same  sort  of  lines  can  be  seen  around  the  edge  of  the  Rhode  Island  ship 
token,  which  also  appears  to  have  been  made  in  England  in  this  period,  and  in  a  fash¬ 
ion  similar  to  that  which  produced  the  Rosas  and  Pitts. 


French  Colonies 


1246  1767  Sou.  Vlack  2a-A3.  AU-50.  Variety  with  RF  counterstamped 

on  the  reverse.  188.4  grains.  28.2mm.  185°.  A  nice  example  of  this 
later  French  colonial  issue. 


1247  1767  Sou.  V  2b-B4.  AU-55.  Variety  with  counterstamp  in  the  cen- 


-  366  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  French  Colonies,  Coinage  for  Virginia 


ter  of  the  reverse.  185.8  grains.  28.8mm.  185°.  An  attractive,  lus¬ 
trous  example  which  is  a  pale  golden  brown  in  color.  Particular¬ 
ly  well  struck  counterstamp,  with  almost  complete  outer  border 
of  beads. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1958. 


1248  1767  Sou.  V  2b-B4.  EF-40.  Variety  with  counterstamp  in  the  cen¬ 

ter  of  the  reverse.  198.9  grains.  28.5mm.  180°. 


1249  1767  Sou.  V  2b-B3.  EF-40.  Variety  with  counterstamp  in  the  cen¬ 

ter  of  the  obverse. 


1250  1767  Sou.  V  2b-A2.  VF-30.  Variety  with  counterstamp  in  the  cen¬ 

ter  of  the  reverse.  196.0  grains.  28.1mm.  180°.  Light  chocolate 
brown  in  color. 


1251  1767  Sou.  V  1-B4.  EF-40.  Variety  without  counterstamp.  188.5 

grains.  27.8mm.  180°.  Scarce,  much  more  difficult  to  locate  than 
the  usually  seen  counterstamped  variety.  Attractive  golden  brown, 
with  some  traces  of  vertigris  visible. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  September  20,  1935,  lot  num¬ 
ber  unrecorded. 


grains.  28.2mm.  170°.  A  couple  of  edge  bumps  visible  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  and  numerous  obverse  scratches. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1957. 


Coinage  for  Virginia 

In  1771  and  1772  correspondence  between  England  and 
Virginia  considered  the  need  for  copper  coins  in  commerce 
for  the  colony.  On  April  8,  1772,  an  act  was  passed  authoriz¬ 
ing  the  treasurer  of  Virginia  to  import  1,000  pounds  value 
of  specially  minted  halfpennies,  subject  to  British  regulations. 
On  May  20,  1773,  the  British  authorized  the  coinage  of  half¬ 
pennies  for  Virginia,  not  to  exceed  a  total  of  25  tons  weight. 
This  was  five  times  the  quantity  requested  by  the  colony.  In 
February,  1774  the  vessel  Virginia  arrived  in  the  colony  with 
five  tons  of  halfpennies.  Robert  Nicholas,  treasurer  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  was  reluctant  to  distribute  the  halfpennies  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  specific  instructions  from  Britain  authorizing  him 
to  do  so.  Authorization  was  not  forthcoming  until  Novem¬ 
ber  16,  1774,  and  notice  of  the  authorization  did  not  appear 
in  the  Virginia  Gazette  until  February  23,  1775.  Two  months 
later  hostilities  commenced  at  Lexington  and  Concord,  and 
much. of  the  issue  was  stored  away.  Nevertheless,  many 
pieces  did  circulate,  as  worn  specimens  are  common  today. 
One  keg  remained  undistributed,  the  Colonel  Mendes  Co¬ 
hen  Hoard,  which  was  sold  off  from  1875  to  1929.  The  majori¬ 
ty  of  the  red  Uncirculated  specimens  available  today  origi¬ 
nate  with  this  hoard. 


Red  Uncirculated  Virginia  Halfpenny 


1253  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-63,  red.  Variety  with  period  after 
GEORGIUS.  123.3  grains.  25.4mm.  175°.  A  brilliant,  semiprooflike 
specimen  with  just  a  small  scattering  of  darker  toning.  Undoubt¬ 
edly,  from  the  Mendes  Cohen  Hoard. 


1254  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Same  variety.  MS-60,  partially  red.  Ill .4 

grains.  24.6mm.  180°.  A  second  specimen,  with  nearly  as  much 
mint  red  as  seen  on  the  preceding  piece.  Slightly  weak  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  reverse. 


1252  1767  Sou.  V  1-A1.  VF-20.  Variety  without  counterstamp.  182.4 
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1255  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Same  variety  as  the  preceding.  AU-55, 
pleasing  deep  brown.  118.5  grains.  25mm.  175°. 

Purchased  from  the  Numismatic  Gallery  on  May  10,  1953. 

1256  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Same  variety  as  preceding.  VF-20.  117.7 
grains.  25.4mm.  175°.  Variety  with  small  7s  in  the  date. 

1257  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Same  variety  as  preceding.  VG-8.  109.1 
grains.  25mm.  180°.  A  second  specimen  with  small  7s  in  the  date. 

1258  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Variety  without  period  after  GEORGIUS. 
VF-30.  119.8  grains.  24.7mm.  170°.  A  nice  light  brown. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  November  10, 
1957,  possibly  from  their  sale  of  the  18th  of  that  month. 

The  Rhode  Island  Ship 
Token/Medal 

The  Rhode  Island  ship  token,  or  medal,  appears  to  have 
been  struck  in  England  very  close  to  the  date  appearing  on 
the  obverse  of  the  piece,  1779.  Its  unstated  purpose  seems 
to  have  been  as  a  propaganda  piece.  It  appears  to  have  been 
struck  for  distribution  in  the  Dutch  market,  in  an  attempt 
to  persuade  the  Dutch  to  remain  neutral  and  nonbelliger¬ 
ent  during  the  American  Revolutionary  War.  There  are  three 
main  varieties  of  the  Rhode  Island  token/medal.  On  the  first, 
represented  by  Garrett:  1325  (later,  Roper:  170)  specimen, 
the  word  vlugtende  appears  beneath  Admiral  Howe's  flagship 
on  the  obverse.  On  the  second,  the  word  vlugtende  was 
scraped  off  the  struck  piece  by  hand.  On  the  third,  the  word 
vlugtende  has  been  effaced  in  the  die  by  having  an  ornament 
punched  over  it.  The  sequence  of  the  striking  appears  to  be 
in  the  sequence  of  types  listed  here.  The  evidence  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  two  varieties  suggests  that  the  word  vlugtende  was  not 
meant  to  appear  beneath  Howe's  flagship,  as  two  different 
attempts  were  made  to  efface  it  from  the  finished  pieces  and 
only  two  specimens  are  known  to  have  escaped  the  mint 
striking  these  pieces  with  the  word  vlugtende  appearing  be¬ 
neath  Howe's  ship.  Contrary  to  popular  belief  and  numis¬ 
matic  legend,  the  Rhode  Island  ship  token/medal  is  not  an 
anti-British,  anti-American  satirical  piece;  rather,  it  is  pro- 
British  propaganda.  Examples  are  known  struck  in  brass  and 
pewter  (or  tin);  Betts  recorded  a  specimen  struck  in  silver, 
which  has  not  been  traced  since.  The  edges  of  the  majority 
of  the  Rhode  Island  ship  tokens/medals  show  the  same  par¬ 
allel  lines  and  grooves  commonly  encountered  on  the  earli¬ 
er  Rosa  Americana  pieces,  and  are,  perhaps,  to  be  explained 
as  an  artifact  of  a  similar  manufacturing  process. 


1779  Rhode  Island  Ship 
Token/Medal 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1259  1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  Token.  Variety  with  vlugtende  removed 

from  the  flan  (equivalent  to  the  Guide  Book's  Without  Wreath  Be¬ 
low  Ship).  MS-60,  among  the  finest  known.  Brass,  or  yellow 
bronze.  Rarity-4.  147.7  grains.  32.3mm.  175°.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men,  certainly  among  the  finest  known  of  the  variety.  Deeply 
toned,  in  gorgeous  iridescent  gold,  purple,  and  rose  shades.  More 
sharply  struck  than  any  this  cataloguer  can  remember  seeing,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Garrett  and  Roper  specimens.  Full  details  visible  on 
Howe's  flagship,  even  to  the  devices  on  her  flags:  the  bow-sprit 
and  stern  fly  the  George  flag,  as  does  the  mizzenmast;  the  fore 
and  main  masts  fly  a  flag  emblazoned  with  an  anchor.  The  re¬ 
verse  detailing  is  equally  sharp,  including  the  uppermost  rank 
of  fleeing  American  soldiers,  which  is  almost  always  found  soft¬ 
ly  struck  on  this  issue.  Additionally,  full  ranks  of  portholes  can 
be  seen  on  the  British  vessels  besieging  Rhode  Island.  Finer  than 
either  Garrett:  1326  or  Roper:  171.  A  prize  for  the  most  advanced 
cabinet  of  colonial  era  coins. 

Purchased  from  Stack's  sale  of  the  Milton  Holmes  Collection,  October 
5,  1960,  Lot  1279. 


1260  1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  Token/Medal.  Variety  with  ornament 

punched  over  vlugtende  (the  Guide  Book  Wreath  Below  Ship  vari¬ 
ety).  EF-40.  Rarity-4.  148.5  grains.  32.2mm.  170°.  Brass,  deeply 
toned,  with  some  areas  of  corrosion  visible  on  the  obverse.  Very 
typical  strike  and  condition  for  the  variety,  with  usually  seen 
weakness  in  the  upper  rank  of  soldiers  on  the  reverse. 
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Purchased  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Januan/  22,  1956, 
possibly  from  their  mail  bid  sale  of  the  13th  of  that  month. 


1261  1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  Token/Medal.  Variety  with  vlugtende  re¬ 

moved  from  the  flan  (the  Guide  Book  Without  Wreath  Below  Ship 
variety).  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Rarity-4.  156.1  grains.  32mm.  175°.  Brass. 
A  second  example  in  the  typical  condition  these  pieces  are  found. 
Lightly  toned  on  the  reverse,  with  more  darker  toning  visible  on 
the  obverse. 

Purchased  from  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  October  27,  1908, 
possibly  from  their  sale  of  the  26th  of  that  month. 


1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  Token/Medal 

Struck  in  Pewter 


1262  1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  Token/Medal.  Variety  with  ornament 
punched  over  vlugtende  (the  Guide  Book  Wreath  Below  Ship  vari¬ 
ety).  EF-40,  for  type  and  metal.  Rarity-6.  133.0  grains.  32.5mm. 
175°.  Struck  in  pewter.  Very  typical  condition  for  this  metal  (see 
Garrett:  1328  or  Roper:  174  for  Extremely  Fine  and  Very  Fine  ex¬ 
amples).  Small  spot  of  corrosion  at  the  vessel's  stern,  and  in  some 
reverse  letters,  otherwise  cleaner  than  often  seen  on  these  scarc¬ 
er  pieces. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1953. 

Vermont  Copper 
Coinage 

The  Norweb  Collection  of  Vermont  copper  coins  is  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  offerings  to  cross  the  auction  block, 
coming  close  to  our  memorable  sale  last  March  of  the  Freder¬ 
ick  B.  Taylor  Collection.  Of  the  40  presently  recorded  varie¬ 
ties  of  Vermont  coppers,  the  Norweb  Collection  includes  30. 
Among  the  varieties  offered  in  the  Norweb  Collection,  spe¬ 
cial  mention  should  be  made  of  the  following  rarities: 
Ryder-1;  R-5,  both  struck  and  cast  specimens;  R-26;  R-30;  and 
R-36. 

Vermont  has  the  distinction  of  having  been  first  to  issue 
its  own  copper  coinage  in  the  late  1780s.  It  should  be  remem¬ 
bered,  of  course,  that  Vermont  did  not  join  the  Union  until 
1791,  so  the  Vermont  copper  coins  are,  technically,  those  of 


an  independent  and  sovereign  entity  contiguous  to  what  was 
then  the  United  States.  Reuben  Harmon,  Jr.,  of  Rupert,  Ben¬ 
nington  County,  Vermont,  was  granted  the  right  to  coin  cop¬ 
pers  in  1785  by  the  Vermont  legislature.  The  first  type  issued 
bore  a  landscape  motif,  dated  1785.  Different  versions  of  the 
legend  "Vermont  Republic"  (expressed  in  Latin)  were  utilized 
on  this  issue.  The  reverse  was  a  close  reproduction  of  the 
typical  1783-1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper,  but  bearing  a  leg¬ 
end  STELLA  QUARTA  DECIMA  (the  14th  star),  a  reference 
to  the  independence  of  the  republic  of  Vermont,  or  its  aspi¬ 
ration  to  become  the  14th  state. 

In  1786  the  general  types  of  the  Vermont  coinage  were 
changed,  to  feature  a  male  bust  on  the  obverse  and  a  female 
figure  seated  on  the  reverse.  Many  interesting  variations  on 
these  designs  are  known,  including  busts  facing  left  or  right. 

The  Vermont  copper  series  has  long  been  a  favorite  of  col¬ 
lectors  of  colonial  era  and  later  state  copper  coinages.  The 
grading  of  Vermont  coppers  is  more  a  matter  of  opinion  than 
with  many  other  contemporary  series.  Most  Vermont  cop¬ 
pers  were  either  shallowly  engraved  or  softly  struck,  or  even 
a  combination  of  both.  Consequently,  the  grading  of  Vermont 
coppers  is  very  much  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder. 


1785  Vermont/Immune  Columbia 


1263  1785  Vermont/IMMUNE  COLUMBIA  copper.  Ryder-1,  Bressett 
26-Z.  F-12.  Rarity-6.  106.7  grains.  25.3mm.  200°.  Light  golden 
brown.  Typical  weakness  in  the  centers  of  both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse.  Obverse  legend  tight  on  the  right,  affecting  only  the  tops 
of  the  letters,  however.  Reverse  legend  mostly  legible,  last  three 
letters  partially  or  wholly  off  flan.  Tops  of  first  three  date  numer¬ 
als  clear,  crossbar  of  final  date  numeral  barely  legible.  The  date 
is  usually  missing  or  only  partially  present  on  this  variety.  Finer 
than  Taylor:  2053,  which  had  mostly  complete  legends,  even  if 
corroded;  and  considerably  finer  than  the  Garrett:  551  (later, 
Roper:  316)  specimen,  which  lacked  most  of  IMMUNE  on  the 
reverse. 

Purchased  from  Kenneth  W.  Rendell  on  August  23,  1959. 

The  reverse  die  IMMUNE  COLUMBIA  has  been  attributed  by  some  writers  to  Peter 
Wyon  of  Birmingham,  England.  Its  appearance  on  other,  contemporary  colonial  era 
issues  (such  as  with  the  Nova  Constellatio  reverse,  and  a  counterfeit  George  III  half¬ 
penny  obverse)  has  been  explained  by  the  migration  of  the  die  from  Wyon's  establish¬ 
ment  in  Birmingham,  via  Walter  Mould,  to  Machin's  Mills.  The  problem  with  this  at¬ 
tribution,  to  the  present  writer,  is  that  the  quality  of  the  die  work  of  the  IMMUNE 
COLUMBIA  is  far  below  Wyon's  known  standard.  It  is,  perhaps,  more  likely  that  the 
die  originated  in  America,  where  it  was  utilized,  rather  than  in  England,  where  its 
appearance  on  contemporary  English  coins,  of  any  sort,  is  unrecorded. 
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1264  1785  Y'ermont  copper.  R-2,  B-1A.  Landscape  type.  VERMONTS 

spelling.  VF30.  Rarity-2.  105.6  grains.  27mm.  350°.  Bright  gold¬ 
en  brown.  Microscopic  porosity  visible  across  both  surfaces. 
Otherwise,  sharp,  just  a  trace  of  weakness  in  the  first  two  letters 
of  the  obverse  legend  and  at  5:00  on  the  reverse  rim.  Early  ob¬ 
verse  state,  before  the  development  of  the  break  to  the  right  of 
numeral  8. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  2959;  earlier  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 


1265  1785  Vermont  copper.  R-4,  B-3C.  Landscape  type.  VERMONTIS. 

VF-20.  106.8  grains.  27mm.  175°.  Light  golden  brown.  Imperfect¬ 
ly  struck  at  11:30  on  the  obverse  and  from  6:30  to  about  9:00  on 
the  reverse:  something  came  between  the  planchet  and  the  dies, 
resulting  in  the  weakness  in  these  areas.  Planchet  flaw  from  9:00 
to  2:00  on  the  obverse.  Otherwise,  surfaces  smooth.  Fairly  sharp 
for  the  variety.  Nicer  than  Roper:  318;  equivalent  to  Picker:  250; 
the  finest  may  well  be  Taylor:  2057. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  December  11,  1939. 


1266  1785  Vermont  copper.  R-5,  unlisted  by  Bressett.  Landscape  type. 

VERMONTIS.  VG-10.  Struck,  not  cast.  Rarity-8.  122.6  grains. 
28.2mm.  95°.  Extremely  rare.  Missing  from  our  sale  of  the  Taylor, 
Cole,  and  Garrett  collections;  unrepresented  in  the  Picker  or  Roper 
collections.  Medium  golden  brown  on  a  fully  round  flan.  Slight¬ 
ly  soft  around  the  tops  of  the  letters  of  the  obverse  legend,  last 
numeral  in  the  date  weak.  Sun  face  soft.  Indistinct  on  the  reverse 
over  UA,  and  tops  of  most  other  letters.  Obverse  and  reverse 
legends  otherwise  fully  legible.  Old  rim  dent  at  2:00  on  the  reverse. 

The  obverse  shows  a  ridge  forested  with  over  two  dozen  tiny  trees,  with  sun  rising 
at  the  left  Below  (he  plow  is  an  exergual  line,  beneath  which  is  the  date  1785.  The 
die  appears  <  rudely  drawn,  and  is  believed  to  be  a  counterfeit  of  the  period  (with  no 


connection  to  the  Rupert  or  Machin's  Mills  mints).  The  reverse  bears  a  centrally  placed 
all-seeing  eye,  highly  raised  from  the  field,  from  which  emanate  13  pointed  rays  with 
six-pointed  stars  between  the  ray  ends— the  prototype  is  plainly  a  1783  or  1785  Nova 
Constellatio,  or  a  1786  Vermont  reverse. 

This  variety  exists  in  both  struck,  as  here,  and  cast  forms  (see  next  lot). 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  placement  of  the  legend  on  the  reverse  of  this  variety 
is  worth  noting  here.  The  Latin  inscription  common  to  the  landscape-type  Vermont 
copper  is,  properly,  STELLA  QUARTA  DECIMA  ("the  14th  star”).  To  follow  proper 
Latin  form,  the  reverse  legend  should  begin  with  the  word  STELLA.  However,  we  note 
that  on  the  other  Vermont  landscape-type  reverses,  using  the  eyebrow  of  the  all-seeing 
eye  as  a  guide  to  the  intended  top  of  the  die,  the  legends  begin  with  the  word  QUAK- 
TA  placed  at  the  top  of  the  coin,  which  is  syntactically  incorrect  for  the  language.  The 
only  landscape  variety  which  correctly  places  the  word  STELLA  at  the  top  of  the  coin, 
where  it  belongs,  and  shows  correct  alignment  of  the  sun  face  in  the  center,  is  R-5 


Vermont  Ryder-5 
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Vermont  Ryder-5 

Cast  Variety 


1267  1785  Vermont  copper.  R-5,  unlisted  by  Bressett.  Landscape  type. 

VERMONTENSIUM.  VG-8.  Cast,  not  struck.  Rarity-8.  76.2  grains. 
27.0mm.  260°.  Extremely  rare,  missing  from  our  sales  of  the  Gar¬ 
rett  and  Cole  collections;  not  represented  in  either  the  Picker  or 
Roper  sales.  Medium  golden  brown.  Typically  porous  in  the 
centers.  Fully  legible  obverse  legends  (IC  indistinct  but  legible); 
full  date,  plow,  and  majority  of  sun  face.  On  the  reverse,  STEL- 
LA.QUARTA  ECIM  are  legible  also!  Finer  than  Taylor:  2059  and 
the  piece  in  the  Bowers  Collection. 

Purchased  in  1959  from  Richard  Picker;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 

This  is  the  only  variety  known  to  Ryder  and  Richardson,  but  not  illustrated  by  them. 
Presumably,  they  could  not  locate  an  example.  Bressett  illustrates  an  example,  but  does 
not  describe  it  in  his  sequential  listing.  He  notes,  however,  that  three  or  four  struck 
originals  exist,  as  well  as  an  equal  number  of  cast  reproductions.  The  earliest  auction 
appearance  we  have  traced  may  be  the  W.  Elliot  Woodward  sale  of  the  Bache  Collec¬ 
tion,  March  1865,  Lot  2572.  The  variety  was  first  identified  by  Dr.  Augustine  Shertleff, 
before  1859. 

When  purchased  by  Mrs.  Norweb,  the  piece  was  accompanied  by  the  following 
description  by  Walter  Breen: 

1785  Vermontis  Ryder-5.  Sun  rising  at  dexter  (observer's  left),  unlike  all  regu¬ 
lar  Vermont  issues.  Long  beam  to  plow.  Large  letters,  legend  begins  below 
(6:00),  date  within.  77  grains.  Possibly  cast,  but  the  only  one  known  with 
fully  legible  date.  Record  $500  for  one  not  as  good.  F.C.C.  Boyd  thinks  this 
one  is  genuine,  not  a  later  copy  of  the  original  Ryder-5.  Less  than  five  report¬ 
ed;  Rarity-8.  This  variety  not  a  product  of  the  Rupert  mint  but  of  private  en¬ 
terprise.  RRRR. 


1268  1786  Vermont  copper.  R-6,  B-4D.  Landscape  type.  VERMONTEN¬ 

SIUM.  VF-30.  127.8  grains.  27.3mm.  0°.  Light  golden  brown.  Typi¬ 
cal  planchet,  with  some  flaws,  notably  on  the  reverse.  Slightly 
off  center  toward  9:00  on  the  obverse,  affecting  only  the  tops  of 
VERMONT.  Overall  quality  comparable  to  Taylor:  2060.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census,  low  end. 

Purchased  privately  from  David  Proskey  on  December  6,  1909. 


1269  1786  Vermont  copper.  R-6,  B-4D.  Landscape  type.  VERMONTEN¬ 

SIUM.  VF-20.  114.7  grains.  27.2mm.  75°.  A  second  specimen  of 
this  variety,  with  a  weakly  struck  reverse.  Bright  green  and  gold. 
’  Obverse  planchet  smooth,  reverse  with  minor  pitting.  Prominent 
die  break  beneath  QU  on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier  ex  Walter  Breen. 
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Vermont  Ryder-6/ Ryder-8  Muling 

Rarity-8 


1270  1786  Vermont  copper.  VG-8.  Muling  of  the  obverses  of  R-6  and 

R-8.  Rarity-8.  93.5  grains.  27.9mm.  350°.  Dark  golden  brown,  lightly 
porous.  Both  sides  slightly  off  center. 

Two  related  pieces  are  pictured  in  Kenneth  Bressett's  Vermont  Copper  Coinage,  but 
those  are  double  struck  pieces,  showing  obverses  on  both  sides,  of  specimens  of  R-3 
and  R-4.  The  Norweb  coin  is  particularly  unusual,  in  that  it  mules  two  different  ob¬ 
verse  dies,  a  phenomenon  which  could  not  have  been  the  result  of  an  accidental  flip 
striking,  but  must  have  resulted  either  from  an  accidental  placement  of  two  different 
obverses  in  operation  at  the  same  time,  or,  perhaps,  a  deliberate  creation  (reminiscent 
of  the  MOS  Connecticut  specimens,  many  of  which  were  clearly  made  as  novelties. 


Vermont  Ryder-7 

Condition  Census 


1271  1786  Vermont  copper.  R-7,  B-5E.  Landscape  type.  VERMONTEN- 

SIUM.  AU-50  Condition  Census,  low  end.  119.0  grains.  27.3mm. 
90°.  Sharply  struck  on  a  nice  deep  brown  flan.  Apart  from  an  area 
of  porosity  atop  the  commonly  seen  obverse  bulge,  the  flan  is 
smooth  and  clear.  An  outstanding  specimen,  superior  in  our  opin¬ 
ion  to  Garrett:  556;  Roper:  320;  Picker:  251;  and  Taylor:  2061. 

Purchased  in  1959  from  Richard  Picker;  earlier  ex  Walter  Breen. 


1272  1786  Vermont  copper.  R-7,  B-5E.  Landscape  type.  VERMONTEN- 

SIUM.  EF-40.  A  second  example  of  this  variety.  127.3  grains. 
27.3mm.  190°.  Medium  brown  surfaces,  with  a  touch  of  reddish 
toning  on  the  reverse.  Well  struck,  as  many  of  this  variety  were. 
Well  centered,  also.  Planchet  mostly  smooth,  with  just  one  or  two 
flaws.  Microscopic  porosity  on  the  reverse,  at  about  5:30,  but  un¬ 
affecting  any  design  detail  or  letters. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  March  22,  1955. 
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1273  1786  Vermont  copper.  R-8,  B-6E.  Landscape  type.  VERMONTEN- 

SIUM.  EF-40.  Condition  Census,  near  the  middle.  111.6  grains. 
27.2mm.  190°.  Light  golden  brown.  Smooth  obverse  surface;  very 
minor  reverse  flaws.  Slightly  off  center  toward  5:30  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  corresponding  location  on  the  reverse.  Nicer  than  Tay¬ 
lor:  2062  and  Cole:  1163.  Unrepresented  in  the  Garrett  or  Roper 
collections. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1277  1787  Vermont  copper.  R-12,  B-11K.  Bust  Right.  VE20.  109.7  grains. 

26.1mm.  170°.  Attractive,  medium  brown.  Fairly  smooth  planchet. 
Typical  softness  on  the  effigy's  head  and  wreath.  A  few  traces 
of  verdigris  on  the  reverse.  No  discernible  undertype,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  majority  of  R-12  are  known  struck  over  Nova  Con- 
stellatio  coppers.  Very  close  in  overall  quality  to  Taylor:  2067,  and 
Picker:  255. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  November  11,  1955. 


1274  1786  Vermont  copper.  R-8,  B-6E.  Landscape  type.  VERMONTEN- 

SIUM.  VF-30.  122.0  grains.  26.8mm.  190°.  Just  on  the  edge  of  the 
low  end  of  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety,  as  reported  by 
Kenneth  Bressett  in  his  Vermont  Copper  Coinage  (1976).  Medium 
golden  brown.  Slightly  off  center  on  the  obverse,  but  affecting 
only  the  tops  of  PUBLICA.  Similarly  off  center  on  the  reverse, 
but  without  affecting  any  letters  thereon.  Minor  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  flaws.  A  second  example  of  this  variety. 

Purchased  in  1959  from  Richard  Picker;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 


1275  1786  Vermont  copper.  Bust  left.  R-10,  B-8G.  VF-20.  123.8  grains. 

27.1mm.  170°.  Very  typical  planchet  and  strike  for  the  variety, 
which  is  usually  seen  on  porous  and  flawed  flans.  About  equal 
to  our  Taylor:  2065  specimen;  nicer  than  Garrett:  558.  The  Roper: 
322  example  is  one  of  the  nicest  seen  lately. 

Purchased  in  1959  from  Richard  Picker;  earlier  ex  Breen,  Washburn. 


1276  1786  Vermont  copper.  R-ll,  B-9H.  Bust  left.  VF-20.  143.7  grains. 

26.5mm.  195°.  Dark  brown.  Struck  on  poorly  prepared  planchet 
stock,  with  several  near  laminations  on  the  reverse.  Old  collec¬ 
tors  number  painted  on  the  obverse,  "3-B,"  in  the  style  of  Dr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Hall.  Although  the  Taylor:  2066  piece  was  on  a  better  quali¬ 
ty  flan,  the  Norweb  coin  has  considerably  more  detail  than  that 
specimen. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
June  20,  1956. 


Nice  1787  Vermont  Ryder-13 


1278  1787  Vermont.  R-13,  B-17V.  The  BRITANNIA  variety.  AU-50  Con¬ 

dition  Census.  137.1  grains.  27.6mm.  165°.  Deep  golden  brown. 
Some  surface  pitting  on  the  obverse,  and  at  1:00  on  the  reverse. 
The  BRITANNIA  variety  is  always  exceptionally  weak  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  at  the  borders,  with  only  fragments  of  the  date  and  leg¬ 
end  visible,  having  been  struck  from  a  deliberately  defaced  die. 
Grading  of  this  variety  is  traditionally  done  by  the  obverse,  and 
on  this  specimen,  the  obverse  is  very  sharp,  despite  the  scattered 
flaws. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 


1279  1787  Vermont  copper.  R-13,  B-17V.  EF-40.  121.3  grains.  27.9mm. 

165°.  A  second  example  of  the  BRITANNIA  variety.  Light  gold¬ 
en  brown.  Slightly  later  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  a  break  de¬ 
veloping  beneath  the  effigy's  chest.  Typical  reverse,  letters  of  the 
legend  indistinct.  Clip  visible  at  3:00  on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


Important  1787  Vermont  Ryder-14 


1280  1787  Vermont  copper.  R-14,  B-10K.  Bust  right.  VF-30  to  EF-40.  127.4 

grains.  28.9mm.  185°.  Light  golden  brown  on  a  problem-free  plan¬ 
chet.  No  obvious  traces  of  an  undertype  visible. 
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1282  1  788  Vermont.  R-16,  B-15S.  AU-55.  Bust  right.  Condition  Cen¬ 

sus.  99.4  grains.  27.4mm.  185°.  Lustrous,  with  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  still  visible  around  the  protected  areas  of  obverse  and  reverse. 
Light  golden  brown  in  color.  Typically  weak  in  the  centers,  as  al- 


Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  2959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 

This  is  an  important  coin  from  a  technical  standpoint.  Clearly  visible  on  the  reverse 
is  the  massive  rim  break  above  the  seated  figure's  head,  connected  to  it  by  a  thin  die 
break  which  is  typical  of  the  K-12  and  R-32  varieties,  but  is  rarely  seen  on  specimens 
of  R-14  The  emission  sequence  proposed  by  Kenneth  Bressett:  R-14,  R-12,  R-32,  may 
not  be  as  neatlv  sequential  as  at  first  thought.  The  state  of  the  break  on  this  piece  clearly 
shows  that  the  obverse  of  R-14  (Bressett-10)  was  used  on  this  coin  while  it  was  also 
being  married  to  Bressett's  obverses  11  and  12.  Additionally,  a  hairline  die  crack  can 
be  observed  running  from  the  massive  break  through  the  top  of  Liberty's  pole  joining 
E  and  T.  The  top  left  of  L  shows  the  small  break  typically  seen  on  R-12  and  32  speci¬ 
mens,  also. 


1281  1787  Vermont  copper.  R-14,  B-10K.  Bust  right.  VI^30.  119.7  grains. 

26.4mm.  190°.  Light  orange  brown.  Slightly  off  center  at  the  top 
of  the  obverse  and  corresponding  bottom  of  the  reverse.  Typical 
reverse  die  state,  with  a  break  above  the  seated  figure's  head  in 
a  very  early  state  of  advancement,  not  joined  to  ET,  and  with  no 
break  at  the  upper  left  portion  of  the  L. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
June  20,  1956. 


Vermont  1788  R-16 

Condition  Census 


1284  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-18,  B-19X.  Bust  right.  EF-40.  Condition 

Census.  122.0  grains.  27.9mm.  160°.  Attractive  pale  rose  and  medi¬ 
um  brown.  Smooth  surfaces.  Usually  seen  obverse  diagonal  die 
break  from  12:30  to  6:00.  Struck  over  a  Nova  Constellatio  cop¬ 
per,  TA  visible  at  the  base  of  the  obverse.  As  the  enlarged  photo¬ 
graph  shows,  the  die  lines  often  seen  on  this  variety,  particular¬ 
ly  on  the  reverse,  are  here  very  bold  and  pronounced.  A  coin  for 
the  specialist.  Superior  to  Taylor:  2074,  Roper:  327,  and  Cole:  1 17b. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Oc¬ 
tober  22,  1954. 


ways  seen.  Better  struck  on  the  obverse  than  Taylor:  2072;  finer 
than  Garrett:  565  or  Roper:  325. 

Purchased  in  1959  from  Richard  Picker;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen,  Step¬ 
ney  Hoard. 


1283  1788  Vermont.  R-17,  B-14S.  Bust  right.  VF-30.  117.1  grains.  27.4mm. 
160°.  Dark  brown,  with  lighter  highlights  in  the  centers.  Typical 
lack  of  definition  in  the  obverse  and  reverse  centers,  as  always 
seen.  Flan  crack  visible  at  11:30  on  the  obverse. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1960. 


Vermont  1788  R-18 

Condition  Census 
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Vermont  1788  R-19 

Condtion  Census 


1788  Vermont  Ryder-22 

Condition  Census 


1285  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-19,  B-13L.  Bust  right.  EF-40.  Condition 

Census,  near  the  low  end.  121.0  grains.  27.9mm.  155°.  Pleasing, 
rich  golden  brown.  Planchet  remarkably  free  flaws  or  porosity. 
Hints  of  original  lustre  can  be  seen  on  some  portions  of  the  ob¬ 
verse,  around  the  rim  from  1:00  to  4:00.  Taylor:  2076  appears  to 
be  the  finest  known.  This  variety  missing  from  the  Garrett;  Cole; 
Roper;  and  Picker  collections. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Au¬ 
gust  20,  1960. 


1286  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-20,  B-10L.  Bust  right.  EF-45.  Condition 

Census,  low  end.  114.6  grains.  27.6mm.  190°.  Rich  golden  brown. 
Remarkably  smooth  planchet  surfaces.  Typical  weakness  in  the 
center  of  the  obverse.  Beveled  at  top  of  reverse  and  bottom  of 
obverse. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1288  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-22,  B-10Q.  Bust  Right.  VF-20  to  30.  Con¬ 
dition  Census.  120.8  grains.  26.5mm.  180°.  Dark  brown  and  green 
surfaces,  with  lighter  golden-brown  highlights.  Well  centered.  Ear¬ 
ly  state  of  the  obverse,  moderate  state  of  the  reverse  die.  This  va¬ 
riety  was  missing  from  the  Roper,  Cole,  Garrett,  and  Taylor  sales. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen. 


1788  Vermont  R-23 

Condition  Census 


1289  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-23,  B-10O.  Bust  Right.  EF-45.  Condition 
Census.  112.3  grains.  27.3mm.  205°.  Dark  golden-brown  planchet. 
Reverse  somewhat  glossy,  porous  in  the  center;  obverse  porous 
in  the  center,  also.  Superior  to  Cole:1177  and  Picker:263.  R-23  is 
usually  found  in  lower  grades;  examples  above  VF  are  rare. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 


1287  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-21,  B-10R.  Bust  Right.  VF30.  Condition 

Census,  low  side.  118.1  grains.  26.6mm.  220°.  Pale  golden-gray, 
with  some  rose  highlights.  Smooth  surfaces,  only  microscopic 
porosity  visible.  Late  state  of  the  dies,  break  below  effigy's  bust 
advanced  and  break  across  the  seated  figure's  knees  quite  promi¬ 
nent.  The  obverse  in  higher  relief,  as  usually  seen;  the  reverse 
showing  more  detail  than  Taylor:2078,  for  example. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen,  Brand 
collections. 
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1788  Vermont  R-24 

Condition  Census 


1290  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-24,  B-16S.  Bust  Right.  AU-55.  Top  of  the 

Condition  Census.  99.0  grains.  27.4mm.  140°.  Light  golden-brown. 
Smooth  obverse,  soft  in  the  center  as  usually  seen;  similarly 
smooth  reverse  flan.  Some  lustre  still  visible  within  the  protect¬ 
ed  reverse  areas.  Large  planchet  flaw,  across  the  seated  figure's 
knees.  This  flaw  was  on  the  flan  prior  to  striking,  as  there  is  no 
corresponding  raised  area  on  the  underlying  obverse  surface. 
About  as  sharply  struck  as  the  variety  can  be  found.  Far  superi¬ 
or  to  Garrett:569;  Taylor:2080  and  Cole:1178  were  both  VF-30 
examples. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen,  Brand 
Collection. 


1291  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-25,  B-16U.  Bust  Right.  VF-20/F-12.  89.7 

grains.  27.9mm.  155°.  Dark  brown,  with  some  lighter  areas  in  the 
centers.  Traces  of  verdigris  visible.  Softly  struck  in  the  center  of 
the  reverse.  Struck  over  a  counterfeit  Irish  halfpenny  of  the  early 
1780s:  remnants  of  the  reverse  harp  type  visible  beneath  the  effi¬ 
gy's  bust  on  the  obverse  of  the  Vermont  copper.  Very  similar  to 
Taylor:2082. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 


1292  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-25,  B-16U.  Bust  Right.  VF-20.  124.2  grains. 
27.0mm.  170°.  Medium  golden-brown.  Reverse  planchet  pitted, 
with  traces  of  verdigris.  Obverse  die  break  over  effigy's  mail  in 
a  moderate  state  of  development.  Top  of  T  on  reverse  always  weak 
in  this  combination. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1957. 


Classic  1788  Vermont  Ryder-26 


1293  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-26,  B-16T.  Bust  Right.  F-12.  Rare.  106.8 

grains.  26.2mm.  155°.  Dark  brown  surfaces,  lighter  golden-brown 
high  points.  Some  old  scratches.  Planchet  microscopically  porous. 
Superior  to  Taylor:2084;  this  variety  missing  from  the  Picker, 
Roper,  and  Garrett  collection  sales.  No  trace  of  obverse  die  break 
over  effigy's  mail.  The  rarest  of  all  the  Vermonts  in  the  20s  in 
Ryder's  numbering  system,  and  a  classic  rarity  in  the  series,  as 
a  whole. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 

When  purchased  by  Mrs.  Norweb,  this  piece  was  accompanied  by  a  short  note  from 
Walter  Breen  which  read: 

1788  Vermont.  Ryder-26.  Die  broken  as  always.  Rarity-6,  but  much  rarer  than 
the  Ryder-28  which  is  also  rated  Rarity-6  by  him  and  Richardson  None  of¬ 
fered  in  recent  years.  Rescued  from  a  junk  tray. 
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1788  Vermont  Ryder-27 

Condition  Census 


1294  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-27,  B-18W.  Bust  Right.  EF-40.  Condition 

Census,  on  the  low  end.  115.3  grains.  27.6mm.  170°.  Dark  brown, 
free  from  porosity  or  the  flaws  often  seen  on  the  variety.  Techni¬ 
cal  grade  equivalent  to  Taylor:2085,  but  the  Norweb  coin  is  free 
from  the  reverse  porosity  seen  on  the  Taylor  piece.  Far  superior 
to  Roper: 330,  Cole:1184,  and  Garrett:571.  The  only  Vermont  re¬ 
verse  with  ET  immediately  to  the  left  of  the  head. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  March  22,  1955. 


1295  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-27,  B-18W.  Bust  Right.  F-12/VF-20.  118.1 

grains.  27.1mm.  170°.  Dark  golden-brown,  with  some  olive  high¬ 
lights.  Sharper  on  the  reverse  than  on  the  obverse.  Some  pitting 
and  corrosion  on  the  obverse. 

Purchased  from  Mid-American  Rare  Coin  Galleries  on  December  1, 
1984. 


1296  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-28,  B-21U.  Bust  Right.  VG-8.  105.6  grains. 

27.6mm.  175°.  Dark  brown  surfaces,  lighter  golden-brown  high 
points  Typical  condition  for  the  variety.  Obverse  die  breaks  about 
as  advanced  as  seen  on  Taylor:2086.  No  obvious  undertype  visi¬ 
ble,  although  these  are  known  struck  over  Irish  halfpennies.  A 
scarce  variety,  missing  from  the  Picker,  Roper,  Cole,  and  Garrett 
collections. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1297  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-28,  B-21U.  Bust  Right.  VG-8.  98.3  grains. 

27.9mm.  180°.  Bright  golden-brown  with  some  darker  green  color¬ 
ing.  Slightly  bent.  Struck  over  a  worn,  counterfeit  brass  Irish 
halfpenny. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen,  Brand 
collections. 

At  the  time  of  purchase,  this  piece  was  accompanied  by  the  following  note  from 
Walter  Breen: 

1788  Vermont.  Bust  r.;  stars.  R-28.  Ex  rare  (Rarity-7);  this  equals  the  Ryder 
and  Richardson  plate  (Yale)  coins.  Struck  over  a  corroded  brass  counterfeit 
Irish  halfpenny  as  are  many  of  the  R-18,  28,  35,  33,  29.  Almost  never  seen  with 
reverse  legible  as  here;  slight  wear  rapidly  obliterates  badly  buckled  reverse. 

Ex  Brand. 


1788  Vermont  R-29 

Condition  Census 


1298  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-29,  B-22U.  Bust  Right.  VF-20.  Condition 

Census,  low  end.  124.2  grains.  27.2mm.  175°.  Dark  brown,  verg¬ 
ing  on  black,  with  pale  golden-brown  high  points.  Somewhat 
earlier  state  of  the  obverse  than  seen  on  Taylor:2087.  Nearly  as 
sharp  as  that  coin.  Early  reverse  state,  without  the  pronounced 
break  in  right  field  as  seen  on  Taylor:2087,  also.  Finer  than  Pick- 
er:266;  this  variety  missing  from  Roper,  Cole,  and  Garrett  collec¬ 
tions.  Struck  on  a  full-size  planchet,  with  all  legends  complete. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


-  377  - 


v 


Bowers  ami  Merena  —  Vermont  Copper  Coinage 


Classic  1788  R-30  Vermont  Copper 

Variety  with  C  in  AUCTORI  Reversed 


1299  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-30,  B-23S.  Bust  Right.  VF-20.  A  classic 

rarity.  106.4  grains.  26.8mm.  210°.  Dark  brown  fields,  lighter 
golden-brown  high  points.  This  is  the  distinctive  variety  with  C 
in  AUCTORI  reversed.  On  this  specimen,  all  but  the  very  top 
of  the  reversed  C  is  on  the  flan  (very  similar  to  Roper:331).  The 
obverse  die  buckling  here  is  in  an  earlier  stage  of  development 
than  seen  on  Taylor:2089,  and  corresponds  in  development  to  the 
states  seen  on  Roper: 331.  The  obverse  is  a  crude  representation 
of  the  usually-seen  mailed  bust  facing  right,  and  the  letters  of  the 
legend  have  been  punched  into  the  die  in  a  most  disorganized 
fashion  The  reverse  die  is  far  better  drawn.  Tops  of  date  numer¬ 
als  on  flan,  most  unusual  for  the  variety  as  the  date  numerals 


were  not  present  on  either  Roper:331  or  Taylor:2089,  for  example. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 

When  purchased,  the  piece  was  accompanied  by  the  following  description  by  Walter 
Breen: 

1788  Vermont.  Ryder- 30.  The  die  with  C  inverted.  By  far  the  finest  known; 
possibly  six  known  altogether.  ANS,  FCCB  (2),  Cuthbert,  &  1  have  heard  of 
one  other  besides  this.  This  is  the  only  one  with  legible  date  and  fully  legible 
inscriptions. 

Since  that  early  description  of  the  rarity  of  the  variety,  several  others  have  been  lo¬ 
cated  and  their  pedigrees  partially  traced.  A  1085  survey  by  Roy  E.  Bonjour  listed  20 
separate  specimens.  Of  those  20,  three  are  in  museum  collections  and  are  unlikely 
to  be  deaccessioned;  while  eight  are  in  private  collections  which  are  also  not  likely 
to  be  dispersed  in  the  near  future. 
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1788  Vermont  Ryder-31 

Condition  Census 


1788  Vermont.  BB  18.  "R-36."  Unknown  to  Ryder  or  Richardson.  Similar  to 
R-22  but  parallel  date  lines;  178  even,  8  (final)  high.  Borderline  Rarity-8.  Rec¬ 
ord  $150  VG-F,  $72.50  VG.  This  one  rescued  from  a  junk  tray.  Flan  defect  as 
made. 


1300  1788  Vermont  copper.  R-31,  B-24U.  GEORGIVS  III.  VF30.  Con¬ 

dition  Census,  low  end.  108.0  grains.  26.9mm.  165°.  Light  golden- 
brown  surfaces.  The  reverse  of  this  combination  is  always  weak, 
so  grading  is  dependent  upon  the  obverse.  Struck  slightly  off  cen¬ 
ter  on  the  reverse,  with  the  date  missing  from  the  flan.  Struck 
over  another  coin,  undertype  uncertain.  Presumed  produced  by 
Machin's  Mills,  a  combination  of  an  obverse  intended  for  a  count¬ 
erfeit  British  halfpenny  and  a  reverse  intended  for  a  Vermont  issue. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


Rare  1788  Vermont  Ryder-36 


1301  1788  Vermont  copper."R-36/'  B-10P.  Bust  Right.  VF-30.  Condi¬ 

tion  Census.  Rarity-7.  106.0  grains.  28mm.  205°.  Light  green  and 
dark  brown.  Planchet  flaw  on  obverse  edge  at  5:30.  Another  in 
the  center  of  the  reverse.  About  a  dozen  specimens  are  thought 
to  survive.  Sharper  than  either  Taylor:2093  or  Picker:268. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 

This  variety  was  discovered,  illustrated,  and  described  by  Kenneth  Bressett,  who 
published  his  notations  in  The  Numismatist  (February  1955).  The  second  specimen 
recorded  was  exhibited  by  Richard  Picker  in  1955,  at  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club. 

At  the  time  this  piece  was  purchased,  it  was  accompanied  by  the  following  descrip¬ 
tion  from  Walter  Breen: 


Second  1788  Ryder-36  Rarity 


1302  1788  Vermont  copper.  “R-36/'  B-10P.  Bust  Right.  VF-20/F-12.  Con¬ 

dition  Census.  114.9  grains.  28.2mm.  205°.  Dark  brown  fields,  ligh¬ 
ter  gray-brown  high  points.  Obverse  flawed  on  bust  in  two  places. 
Microscopic  porosity  visible  elsewhere.  A  second  example  of  this 
Rarity-7  variety.  Sharper  than  Taylor:2093  and  Picker:268. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  April  3,  1955. 

The  obverse  is  B-10,  and  was  used  on  many  issues  including  R-20-23,  34,  36-38. 
The  reverse  is  his  P,  distinguished  by  the  decoration  below  the  shield  distant  from  the 
exergual  line  and  the  second  8  in  date  considerably  higher  than  the  first  three  numerals. 

Contrary  to  our  description  of  the  pedigree  of  Taylor:2093,  given  the  purchase  date 
of  this  piece  by  the  Norweb  family  this  may  be  the  specimen  exhibited  by  Richard 
Picker  at  the  February  11,  1955  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club.  Frederick 
Taylor  purchased  his  specimen  from  Richard  Picker  years  later,  in  1962. 


1303  1788  Connecticut/Vermont  muling.  “R-39,"  B-25U,  Miller  1-1.  G-6. 

102.7  grains.  26.9mm.  270°.  Dark  golden-brown,  heavily  porous 
and  pitted.  Flan  bent.  Reverse  completely  worn  away,  save  for 
traces  of  IND.  The  reverse  is  always  indistinct  on  this  variety,  as 
Taylor:  2683. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1959 ;  earlier,  ex  Walter  Breen 
Collection. 

This  variety  is  a  muling  of  Connecticut  obverse  1787  1.1  with  a  Vermont  reverse 
These  are  always  found  on  small,  and  somewhat  misshapen,  lightweight  planchets 
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1304  1788  Counterfeit  British  halfpenny.  Machin's  Mills  issue.  Vlack 

13-88CT.  VG-8.  128.0  grains.  27.5mm.  125°.  Dark  brown,  with  some 
porosity  visible  and  weakness  in  the  reverse  rim  at  2:00.  Close 
in  condition  to  Taylor:  2736. 

New  Jersey  Copper 
Coinage 

The  Norweb  Collection  of  New  Jersey  copper  coins,  struck 
from  1786  to  1788,  was  known  to  numismatists  to  be  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  and  important  ever  assembled  by 
a  private  individual,  yet  few  outside  the  Norweb  family  were 
acquainted  with  its  exact  contents.  We  are  proud  to  present 
this  collection  to  the  public. 

Of  the  135  varieties  of  New  Jersey  copper  coins  known  to 
numismatists  today,  the  Norweb  Collection  contains  81 
different.  It  compares  favorably  to  the  Frederick  B.  Taylor  Col¬ 
lection,  which  contained  99  different  varieties;  and  the  im¬ 


portant  institutional  collections  of  the  American  Numisma¬ 
tic  Society  (98  different  varieties)  and  the  New  Jersey  Histor¬ 
ical  Society  (109  different  varieties).  Among  the  important 
rarities  in  the  series  featured  in  the  Norweb  Collection,  spe¬ 
cial  mention  should  be  made  of  the  following:  Maris  3-C; 
7-E;  10-G;  10-h;  23V2-R;  41-c;  and  47-e.  Several  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  coins  in  the  Norweb  Collection  of  New  Jersey  coppers 
are  pedigreed  to  noteworthy  sales  early  in  this  century;  for 
example,  the  Maris  3-C  was  purchased  by  Mrs.  Norweb's  fa¬ 
ther,  Albert  Fairchild  Holden,  from  the  Zabriskie  Collection 
sale  of  June  1909. 

Each  piece  described  below  is  attributed  to  Dr.  Edward 
Maris'  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Coins  of  New  Jersey.  Rarity  rat¬ 
ings  given  are  taken  from  information  supplied  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  writer  by  Anthony  Terranova,  William  Anton,  and  others. 
As  some  disagreement  exists  among  students  of  the  series 
as  to  exactly  which  mints  may  have  struck  particular  varie¬ 
ties,  we  have  omitted  any  mint  attributions,  although  Walter 
Breen's  ideas  can  be  found  in  the  Quarterman  Publications 
reprint  of  the  Maris  book.  In  the  field  of  colonial  numismat¬ 
ics,  few  single  questions  are  more  important,  or  more  un¬ 
settled,  than  attribution  of  varieties  of  New  Jersey  coppers 
to  particular  mints  and  particular  die  sinkers  working  with¬ 
in  them.  As  these  questions  are  unsettled,  we  have  felt  it 
best  to  simply  allow  the  Norweb  coins  to  speak  for 
themselves. 
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Famous  New  Jersey/Immunis  Columbia  Copper 


1305  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  3-C,  the  famous  New  Jersey  Im- 

munis  Columbia  copper.  VF-30.  Rarity-6+.  123.5  grains.  29.0mm. 
185°.  Pleasing  deep  golden  brown.  Struck  on  a  smooth,  problem- 
free  flan.  Free  from  any  nicks  or  edge  dents,  which  are  often  seen 
on  this  very  scarce  and  important  variety  (both  the  Roper  and 
Garrett  coins  bore  edge  dents;  while  our  own  September  1985 
sale  specimen  was  scratched  on  the  reverse).  Perfectly  centered 
on  the  obverse;  slightly  off  center  on  the  reverse,  to  the  lower 
right,  but  without  affecting  any  design  details  or  letters  of  the 
legend.  Vertical  shield  lines  slightly  soft.  All  major  obverse  de¬ 
sign  detail  clear.  Not  as  rare  as  once  believed,  but  a  very  scarce 
and  highly  sought  after  variety  commonly  associated  with  the 
New  Jersey  series. 

Purchased  from  Henry  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Andrew  Zabriskie  Col¬ 
lection,  June  3-4,  1909. 

Reverse  C,  employed  here  as  a  muling  with  the  Immunis  Columbia  obverse  of  1786, 


reappears  in  the  New  Jersey  copper  series  in  marriages  with  6-C,  7-C  (Rarity-9),  and 
8V2-C  (Rarity-8);  as  well  as  in  combination  with  the  important  Washington  and  eagle 
obverses.  This  variety  has  been  popularly  attributed  to  Wyon’s  mint  in  Birmingham, 
England,  on  the  strength  of  Walter  Mould's  earlier  employment  at  that  mint  Howev¬ 
er,  the  Immunis  Columbia  die  work  seems,  to  the  present  writer,  far  too  clumsy  for 
a  Wyon  product.  It  is  further  supposed  that  Walter  Mould  carried  the  dies  for  this 
"pattern"  with  him  to  New  Jersey  when  he  emigrated  there,  accounting  for  its  appear¬ 
ance  in  combination  with  a  Shield  reverse  C  appearing  later  in  the  series. 

Sylvester  S.  Crosby  knew  of  only  two  specimens  in  1875.  Dr.  Edward  Maris  traced 
six  in  1881.  Today,  slightly  more  than  a  dozen  are  estimated  to  survive.  In  recent  years 
a  number  of  specimens  have  changed  hands,  including  the  following.  The  F.C.C.  Boyd 
estate  specimen  is  the  finest  known;  this  variety  missing  from  both  the  Taylor  and 
Picker  collections. 

1.  Stack's/ANA  (1976):61.  Extremely  Fine;  ex  M.H.S. 

2.  Garrett  (1980):1389.  Extremely  Fine;  uncertain  pedigree. 

3.  Robison:167.  Very  Good;  no  pedigree  given. 

4.  Roper  (1983):297.  Extremely  Fine;  no  pedigree  given 

5.  Bowers  and  Merena  (September,  1985):1382.  About  Uncirculated;  pedigree 
unknown. 

6.  Norweb  Collection. 
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1307  1787  New  jersey  copper.  M  6-D.  VF-30.  Rarity-1.  140.9  grains. 

29mm.  195°.  Dark  brown.  A  few  stray  surface  marks  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Final  two  numerals  of  date  soft,  but  mostly  legible.  Dis¬ 
tinctive  obverse,  with  large  S  in  legend,  placed  too  low.  Slightly 
later  state  of  the  reverse,  about  equal  to  that  seen  on  Taylor:2156. 


1306  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  6-C.  VF-30.  Rarity-4.  142.7  grains. 

30mm.  185°.  Reddish  orange  and  dark  brown.  Same  reverse  as 
appearing  on  the  3-C  variety.  Struck  on  a  wide  flan.  Obverse 
slightly  off  center  to  low'er  right,  but  affecting  only  the  denticles 
there.  Reverse  dies  similarly  positioned,  with  some  loss  of  detail 
on  the  denticles  at  4:00.  Center  of  shield  sunken. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


Extremely  Rare  1786  Date  Under  Plowbeam 


1308  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  7-E.  VF-30.  Rarity-7+.  The  celebrat¬ 

ed  Date  Under  Plowbeam  variety.  150.0  grains.  28mm.  10°.  Deep 
golden  brown  fields,  lighter  golden  brown  high  points.  Perfectly 
centered  reverse;  obverse  denticles  weak  from  10:00  to  12:00.  Even, 
microscopic  porosity  on  the  obverse.  Minute  areas  of  porosity  on 
the  reverse.  Old  nick  on  the  plowbeam,  mostly  imperceptible, 
however.  Usual  weakness  in  the  centers  of  obverse  and  reverse, 
with  some  vertical  shield  lines  indistinct,  but  overall  a  better  strike 
than  Picker:  181.  The  horse's  mane  is  well  detailed,  most  of  his 
eye  is  sharp,  as  is  his  muzzle.  Somewhat  sharper  obverse  than 


Picker:181;  far  superior  to  the  Spiro  Collection  piece.  One  of  the 
great  rarities  in  the  New  Jersey  series,  and  a  prize  for  the  advanced 
collector.  Very  rare,  we  can  trace  only  five  or  six  specimens. 

Purchased  from  Empire  Coin  Company  on  August  1,  1958,  earlier 
the  highlight  of  the  personal  collection  of  James  F.  Ruddy. 

We  are  able  to  trace  the  following  specimens  of  this  rare  variety: 

1.  Ryder-F.C.C.  Boyd  Estate. 

2.  William  Anton  Collection,  ex  Picker:  181,  ex  Maris  plate,  Garrett  Collection. 

3.  Norweb  Collection. 

4  Midwest  Collection. 

5.  Stack's  (9/87) :33,  ex  Spiro  Collection  (March  1955),  Very  Good. 

6.  Private  Collection. 
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1786  New  Jersey  Maris  10-G 

Pedigreed  Coulterless  Variety 


1309  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  10-G.  VF-20.  Rarity-7.  Coulterless. 

121.8  grains.  29mm.  10°.  Medium  golden  brown.  Perfectly  cen¬ 


tered.  Full  date.  Evenly  porous  on  both  surfaces.  Sharper  than 
Taylor:  2159.  This  variety  missing  from  both  the  Roper  and  Pick¬ 
er  collections.  Rare,  about  nine  specimens  known. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  sale  of  June  17,  1955;  earlier,  ex 
Scott,  Hall:  556,  Brand  collections. 


1786  New  Jersey  Maris  10-h 


Rare  Coulterless  Variety 
Among  the  Finest  Known 


1310  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  10-h.  AU-50,  among  the  finest  known. 

Rarity- 7.  Coulterless  variety.  133.3  grains.  29mm.  155°.  Medium 
reddish  orange.  Struck  on  a  broad  flan.  Exceptionally  sharply 
struck,  with  weakness  only  in  the  center  of  the  shield  and  on 
the  back  of  the  horse's  neck,  where  the  metal  did  not  flow  ade¬ 
quately  into  the  dies.  Perfect,  smooth  flan!  Some  hairlines  on  both 
surfaces,  from  careless  storage,  since  toned.  Perfectly  round. 
Struck  very  slightly  off  center,  to  the  upper  right  of  the  obverse 
and  lower  left  of  reverse,  but  affecting  only  the  very  backs  of  the 
reverse  denticles.  Clear  outline  of  the  die  edge  visible  at  9:00  on 
the  obverse.  Outstanding  quality,  quite  possibly  a  candidate  for 


the  finest  known.  This  variety  missing  from  the  Garrett,  Taylor, 
and  Picker  collections.  Specimens  are  known  in  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society  Collection,  the  William  Anton,  Jr.  Collection, 
and  two  or  three  other  private  collections. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 

This  is  the  only  appearance  of  reverse  h  in  the  entire  New  Jersey  series.  Obverse 
10,  with  which  it  is  married  here,  is  also  a  rare  die  in  all  its  incarnations;  10-gg  is  a 
Rarity-8,  while  10-G  is  a  Rarity-7-.  The  clear  and  probably  fatal  break  on  the  reverse 
shield  may  account  for  the  rarity  of  the  variety.  The  reverse  die  is  immediately  iden¬ 
tifiable  by  a  small,  period-like,  dot  in  the  left  field  below  LU,  closer  to  the  second  let¬ 
ter;  and  another  break  which  runs  from  the  third  U  toward  the  neighboring  star  An 
other,  mysterious,  die  dot  appears  in  the  second  rank  of  vertical  stripes  in  the  shield 
When  purchased  by  Mrs.  Norweb,  this  was  the  finest  known  of  its  variety. 
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1786  New  jersey  Maris  11-H 


1311  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  11-H.  VF-30.  Rarity-6.  147.8  grains. 

28mm.  5°.  Very  dark  surfaces.  Exceptionally  smooth  flan  for  the 
variety,  with  roughness  apparent  only  over  the  base  of  the  horse's 
head.  Typical  reverse  shield  detail,  almost  completely  indistinct. 
Slightly  later  state  of  the  die  than  seen  on  Taylor:2161,  with  rust 
adhering  around  the  fourth  star  on  the  reverse  and  in  places  on 
the  base  of  the  obverse.  Far  superior  to  the  Taylor  coin.  Another 
Coulterless  variety,  popular  as  a  type. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1786  New  Jersey  Maris  12-G 

Coulterless  Variety 


1312  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  12-G.  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Rarity-5.  169.1 

grains.  28.0mm.  352°.  Popular  Coulterless  variety,  nicknamed  the 
“Shaggy  Head"  variety,  due  to  the  curly  appearance  of  the  horse's 
mane.  Deep  brown  with  bright  golden  high  points.  Microscopic 
reverse  porosity.  Far  superior  to  Taylor:2162;  nicer  than  Garrett: 
1397. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1313  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M12-I.  VG-8.  Rarity-6.  Coulterless  vari¬ 

ety.  152.2  grains.  28mm.  340°.  Iridescent  green  and  rose  over  pale 
brown.  Reverse  scratch  at  1:00.  Somewhat  porous. 

Purchased  from  Elmer  Sears,  before  1913. 


1314  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  13-J.  G-4/AG-3.  Rarity-6+.  137.0  grains. 

29mm.  170°.  Medium  golden  brown.  Uniformly  porous,  with 
numerous  rolling  flaws  on  both  surfaces.  Late  state  of  the  obverse, 
the  die  entirely  bulged  across  its  center. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  August  24,  1960. 
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1315  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  14-J.  F-12/VF-20.  Rarity-1.  148.0  grains. 
29mm.  175°.  Light  golden  brown,  with  some  darker  toning  around 
the  reverse  letters  and  in  the  shield.  Some  rolling  flaws  visible 
on  both  surfaces.  Broader  flan  than  Taylor:2165,  dies  in  about  the 
same  state  as  that  coin.  "Straight  Beam"  variety. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 

1316  New  Jersey  coppers.  1786.  M  15-J.  Rarity-2.  G-4  to  6.  139.4  grains. 
27mm.  210°.  Attempted  puncture;  cancellation  mark  in  right  ob¬ 
verse  field;  M  15-L.  Rarity-3.  VG-8.  151.4  grains.  27mm.  180°.  Medi¬ 
um  golden  brown,  smooth  flan;  M  21-P.  F-15,  rough.  Rarity-4.  143.3 
grains.  28mm.  185°;  1787  M  28-L.  G-6.  Rarity-3.  142.8  grains. 
28mm.  185°.  Medium  golden  brown;  M  28-S.  F-12,  rough.  Rarity-4. 

143.2  grains.  28mm.  210°;  M  30-L.  F-12.  Rarity-3.  150.8  grains. 
27.5mm.  175°;  M  32-T.  F-12.  Rarity-1.  144.0  grains.  27.5mm.  190°; 
M  33-U.  G-6.  Rarity-4.  136.4  grains.  28mm.  180°;  M  34-J.  G-4. 
Rarity-2.  121.4  grains.  29mm.  155°.  Struck  over  a  Connecticut  cop¬ 
per,  AUCTOPI  variety;  M  37-f.  G-4.  Rarity-3.  159.5  grains.  29mm. 
180°;  M  37-J.  G-4.  Rarity-4.  138.7  grains.  27mm.  170°;  M  38-Y.  VG-8 
to  F-12.  Rarity-3.  148.9  grains.  27mm.  170°;  M  44-d.  F-12.  Rarity-3. 

138.2  grains.  27mm.  190°;  M  53-j.  F-12/VG-8.  Rarity-3.  148.5  grains. 
27mm.  185°.  1788.  M  78-dd.  VF-20,  dark  and  porous.  147.7  grains. 
29mm.  180°.  Running  Fox  variety.  (Total:  15  pieces) 

The  fourth  and  eighth  from  Elmer  Sears,  before  1913;  the  third,  fifth, 
sixth,  10th,  11th,  13th,  and  15th  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958;  the  12th 
from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961;  the  seventh  from  Hollinbeck  in  1936;  the 
others  unpedigreed. 


1317  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  15-L.  AU-50.  Rarity-3.  145.8  grains. 

28mm.  180°.  Light  golden  brown.  Struck  on  a  smooth  planchet, 
slightly  off  center  toward  the  lower  left  of  the  obverse  and  upper 
left  of  reverse.  Somewhat  later  state  of  the  obverse,  with  rim  break 
beginning  beneath  6  in  the  date  and  extending  upwards  to  the 
right  to  include  the  last  two  letters  of  the  obverse  legend.  Superior 
to  Taylor:2167,  close  runner  up  to  Garrett:1401. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 


1318  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  15-T.  EFMO/45.  Rarity-4.  145.7  grains. 

28mm.  195°.  Light  reddish  brown.  Exceptionally  smooth  planchet 
surfaces,  particularly  the  reverse.  A  very  attractive  specimen,  finer 
than  Taylor:2168  and  Garrett:1402.  Later  obverse  state  than  Pick¬ 
er:  186,  the  equivalent  to  that  seen  on  the  15-L  in  the  preceding 
lot  and  Taylor:2167  (also  a  15-L.)  Earlier  obverse  state  than  Tay- 
lor:2168.  Reverse  state  about  as  seen  on  Taylor:2168. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


1319  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  16-L.  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Rarity-1  141.6 

grains.  27mm.  155°.  Medium  golden  brown,  with  some  darker 
colors  around  the  peripheries.  About  the  same  state  of  the  ob¬ 
verse  die  as  seen  on  Taylor:2173,  later  than  Garrett:  1403.  Better 
centered  and  struck  than  the  Taylor  coin.  A  nice  specimen  of  the 
"Long  Nose"  variety. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1320  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  17-J.  VF-20/F-12.  Rarity-3.  134.0  grains. 

30mm.  165°.  Dark  brown,  porous,  several  reverse  flan  flaws.  Struck 
over  a  Connecticut  copper,  reverse  over  obverse,  probably  1787. 
Obverse  die  bulging. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 


1321  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  17-K.  EF-40.  Rarity-4.  165.6  grains. 

29mm.  170°.  Smooth  and  glossy  medium  brown  surfaces.  Broad 
struck.  Center  of  shield  weakly  struck  up.  Earlier  obverse  state 
than  seen  on  the  preceding,  with  just  a  faint  hint  of  a  bulge  visi¬ 
ble.  Clearly  struck  over  a  Connecticut  copper,  probably  1787,  tip 
of  Liberty's  hand  and  base  of  branch  visible  within  the  plow  han¬ 
dles  on  the  obverse! 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


1322  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  17-b.  Small  Planchet.  Rarity-4.  EF-40. 

138.2  grains.  26mm.  175°.  Bright  reddish  gold,  with  some  darker 
flecks.  Planchet  flaw  at  7:00  on  the  obverse.  Letters  punched  by 
a  very  hesitant  hand.  Popularly  called  the  "PLUKIBUS"  variety. 
No  undertype  visible.  Exceptionally  sharp  reverse  shield.  This 
variety  is  known  on  small  and  large  flans. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


1323  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  17-b.  Large  Planchet.  Rarity-4.  EF-40. 

136.1  grains.  29.5mm.  200°.  Attractive,  glossy  dark  brown  plan¬ 
chet,  lighter  brown  reverse.  Flaw  at  4:00  on  the  obverse,  more 
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noticeable  on  the  reverse.  No  undertype  visible.  Later  state  of  the 
obverse  than  on  the  preceding  lot,  with  pronounced  swelling  in 
the  center.  Reverse  shield  about  as  sharply  struck  as  the  preced¬ 
ing.  Highly  attractive  example  of  the  Large  Planchet  subvariety. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1324  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  18-J.  VF-20/F-12.  Rarity-6.  151.1  grains. 

27mm.  185°.  Dark  brown.  Obverse  porous,  some  old  reverse 
scratches  and  rim  bumps.  Partial  date,  last  two  numerals  legible 
but  very  faint.  Popular  Bridle  variety,  so-called  because  of  the 
die  break  descending  from  the  horse's  muzzle  to  its  chest.  About 
the  same  obverse  state  as  seen  on  Taylor: 2179,  and  superior  to 
that  coin. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  November  18,  1910,  lot  num¬ 
ber  unrecorded. 


1326  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  18-M.  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Rarity-1.  145.4 

grains.  28mm.  180°.  Dark  brown,  verging  on  black  fields;  lighter 
golden  brown  high  points.  Fairly  smooth  flan.  Perfectly  centered. 
A  different  combination  of  the  popular  Bridle  variety.  A  nice  coin 
for  its  type. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1955. 


Sharp  1786  New  Jersey  Maris  18-J 


1325  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  18-J.  VF-30  to  EF-40,  sharp.  Rarity-6. 

147.7  grains.  27mm.  180°.  A  second  example  of  the  popular  Bri¬ 
dle  variety,  sharper  than  the  preceding.  Medium  even  golden 
brown.  Some  minor  flaws  on  the  reverse.  Slightly  off  center  on 
the  reverse.  Full  date.  Sharper  than  Taylor:2179  or  Picker:191; 
sharpness  equivalent  to  Roper:302. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1955. 
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1786  New  Jersey  Maris  18-M 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1327  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  18-M.  MS-60,  with  mint  red.  Among 

the  finest  known.  Rarity-1.  155.6  grains.  28mm.  175°.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen  of  this  variety.  Struck  on  a  smooth,  broad  flan,  free 
from  porosity  and  flaws.  Perfect  obverse  centering,  with  full  den¬ 
ticles.  Reverse  slightly  off  center  to  the  upper  right,  with  some 
weakness  in  the  denticles  from  12:00  to  6:00.  Mint  red  over  most 
of  the  obverse  and  reverse  surface,  more  color  than  seen  on  Tay- 


lor:2180!  Smoother  flan  than  that  coin;  about  as  clean,  if  not  slight¬ 
ly  smoother,  than  Garrett:  1411.  Early  obverse  die  state,  equiva¬ 
lent  to  Garrett:  1411,  much  earlier  than  Taylor:  2180.  An 
outstanding  specimen,  certainly  among  the  finest  known  of  its 
variety.  We  can  trace  three  Uncirculated  specimens:  Garrett:  1411, 
Taylor:2180,  Norweb  Collection. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 
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1786  New  Jersey  Maris  18-N 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1328  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  18-N.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  Among  the 
finest  known.  139.5  grains.  28mm.  170°.  Dark  and  uniformly  po¬ 
rous.  Sharpness  somewhat  below  technical  grade,  but  finer  than 
Roper:  194,  for  example.  Centered  about  as  Taylor :2181,  the  finest 
known  to  us.  The  vast  majority  of  this  variety  are  in  AG-Fine 
condition. 

Purchased  from  Neu'  Netherlands  sale  of  June  17,  1955;  earlier  ex 
Hall:577,  Brand  Collection. 

1329  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  19-M.  VF-30.  Rarity-6.  147.8  grains. 
28mm.  175°.  Dark  golden  brown,  with  traces  of  verdigris  on  both 
surfaces.  Very  irregular  obverse  surface,  with  numerous  rolling 
flaws  visible.  Obverse  sharpness  about  equivalent  to  Taylor:2182, 
reverse  sharper.  Better  centered  than  that  coin.  Maris  knew  of 
only  four  or  five  in  his  time. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 


1330  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  20-N.  EF-40.  Rarity-4.  124.4  grains. 

28mm.  195°.  Glossy  reddish  brown.  Obverse  center  weakly  struck; 
die  bulging.  Obverse  break  below  horse's  head  slightly  more  ad¬ 
vanced  than  Taylor:2183.  Full  date,  with  eccentric  1  clear.  Excep¬ 
tionally  wide  reverse  shield  on  this  die.  About  equivalent  to  Tay¬ 
lor:  2183,  overall. 

Purchased  from  Elmer  Sears,  before  1913. 


1332  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  21-0.  VF-30.  Rarity-6-.  145.4  grains. 

28mm.  180°.  Glossy,  smooth  medium  brown  flan.  Rim  clip  at  5:30. 
Reverse  center  imperfectly  struck  up,  as  usually  seen.  Sharper 
reverse  than  Picker:  197,  which  was  also  clipped  in  a  similar  fash¬ 
ion  as  this  piece.  The  Picker  coin  was  ex  Maris,  and  described 
as  the  finest  known.  Typical  reverse  break  connects  second  star 
to  neighboring  PL. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  November  18,  1910. 


1333  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  23-P.  EF-40.  Rarity-2.  131.0  grains. 
28mm.  170°.  Medium  golden  brown.  Smooth  obverse  surface; 
some  roughness  at  8:00  on  the  reverse.  A  few  reverse  edge  nicks 
visible.  Typical  obverse  state,  with  pronounced  rim  break  above 
C.  Technically  equivalent  to  Garrett:  1416;  far  superior  to  Tay- 
lor:2189  and  2190. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1334  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  23-R.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  137.1  grains. 

28mm.  185°.  Golden  brown.  Smooth  surfaces,  just  a  few  rolling 
flaws.  Old  scratch  below  first  A  on  obverse.  Reverse  shield  weak, 
as  struck,  reverse  surface  smooth  and  glossy.  One  small  rim  nick 
above  first  U.  The  finest  still  appears  to  be  Taylor:  2191. 


1331  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  21-N.  VF-20.  Rarity-2.  148.1  grains. 

28mm.  185°.  Glossy  dark  brown  surfaces.  Technical  grade  accurate, 
eye  appeal  of  a  nicer  coin.  No  disfiguring  flaws  or  marks.  Reverse 
die  clashed,  bulging  above  right  point  of  shield. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder,  before  1913. 
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1786  New  Jersey  Maris  23V2-R 


One  of  Four  Known 
First  Auction  Appearance  in  Decades 


1335  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  23V2-R.  VF-30.  Rarity-7+,  one  of  but 

four  known.  133.3  grains.  28.5mm.  5°.  Smooth,  dark  brown  fields; 
pale  golden  brown  high  points.  Pronounced  obverse  die  swell¬ 
ing,  probably  accounting  for  the  rarity  of  the  variety.  Perfectly  cen¬ 
tered  reverse,  obverse  slightly  off  center  to  the  upper  right,  af¬ 
fecting  only  the  denticles  there.  Obverse  center  weak,  due  to 
planchet  shape.  Apart  from  the  central  weakness,  all  other  por¬ 
tions  of  the  design  well  struck  up.  Center  of  reverse  shield  flawed, 
as  struck.  A  tiny  lamination  on  reverse  above  third  star.  One  of 
only  four  known,  missing  from  all  the  recent,  great  sales  of  New 
Jersey  coppers,  including  the  Taylor,  Picker,  Roper,  Garrett,  Kiss- 
ner,  Yale  University  duplicates,  etc.  collections. 

This  obverse  was  unknown  to  Dr.  Edward  Maris;  discovered 
by  Dr.  Hall  in  April  1895.  Four  known:  Norweb,  Craige  Estate, 
F.C.C.  Boyd  Estate,  private  Connecticut  Collections.  Missing  from 
the  great  institutional  collections  of  New  Jersey  coppers,  the 


American  Numismatic  Society's  and  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society's  collections.  We  have  not  been  able  to  trace  an  auction 
appearance  of  this  rarity  in  our  search  through  catalogues  over 
the  last  three  decades. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  October  2,  1956. 

Obverse  die  unkown  to  Maris,  numbered  23!/2  based  upon  its  logical  position  in 
the  design  sequence  of  the  1786  New  Jersey  copper  series.  Upper  plow  handle  near 
N;  horse's  ears  point  to  center  of  C,  left  base  of  ligatured  A;  muzzle  points  to  tail  of 
R;  plowbeam  curls  upward,  pointing  to  top  of  A  Top  of  trace  (the  hitching  pole  on 
the  plow)  on  same  level  as  top  of  linear  ornament  on  which  horse  rests.  Exergual  line 
touches  right  denticle,  almost  but  not  quite  touches  left  denticle.  Small  date,  1  low 
with  pronounced  left  serif;  7  high,  nearly  touching  exergual  line;  top  of  8  about  in 
line  with  right  top  of  7,  lower  than  the  point  of  the  second  date  numeral,  however; 
top  of  6  close  to  exergual  line,  higher  than  neighboring  8.  Coulter  close  to  plow  blade 
Linear  ornament  beneath  horse  extends  beyond  the  left  and  right  sides  of  it  Maris 
reverse  R  shows  up  in  combination  with  obverses  21,  21 V2,  23,  24,  as  well  as  here 
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1336 


1337 


1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  24-P.  EM5.  Rarity-2.  149.5  grains. 
28mm.  180°.  Smooth,  medium  golden  brown  flan  with  just  a  trace 
of  weakness  in  the  centers,  as  struck.  No  flaws  or  other  imper¬ 
fections.  Perfectly  centered  on  the  obverse,  slightly  off  center  on 
the  reverse,  affecting  the  denticles  from  6:00  to  10:00.  Nicer  than 
Taylor:2192;  far  nicer  than  Picker:202. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 


1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M  26-S.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  161.0  grains. 
28.5mm  175°.  Bright  golden  orange.  Usually-seen  die  break  above 
R  on  reverse. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 


1787  New  Jersey  Maris  29-L 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1338  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  29-L.  AU-50.  Among  the  finest  known. 

Rarity-4.  157.4  grains.  27.5mm.  190°.  An  outstandingly  sharp  speci¬ 
men  of  this  variety,  which  is  very  rare  in  grades  above  VF.  Medi¬ 
um,  even  golden  brown  surfaces.  Somewhat  soft  over  the  plow 
handles  and  in  the  center  of  the  shield,  as  struck.  One  planchet 
flaw  beneath  S  on  reverse.  Otherwise,  surfaces  are  glossy  and 
smooth.  Sharp  and  smooth  enough  to  see  the  fine  die  line  that 
connects  the  left  base  of  N  to  the  horse's  main,  and  the  other 
which  runs  from  the  serif  of  the  left  base  of  N  through  the  plow 
handles  to  the  exergual  line  above  1  in  the  date.  This  variety  is 
usually  found  softly  struck  at  the  top  of  the  obverse,  and  with 
considerably  less  detail  than  seen  on  the  horse  on  this  specimen. 
Superior  to  the  Taylor:2201  specimen;  far  nicer  than  Garrett:  1423 
(the  obverse  of  which  was  used  for  Maris'  plate  coin);  missing 
from  the  Picker  and  Roper  collections. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


1339  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  31-L.  EF-40.  Rarity-2.  145.1  grains. 

27mm.  190°.  Glossy  deep  mahogany  brown  surfaces.  Nicely  cen¬ 
tered.  Typical  obverse  state,  as  seen  on  Taylor:2203.  Free  from  sur¬ 
face  flaws  or  other  later  damage.  Not  quite  as  sharp  as  Taylor:2203 
or  Garrett:  1425. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 
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1340  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  32-T.  EF-40.  Rarity-1.  149.6  grains. 

27.5mm.  190°.  Light  golden  brown.  Obverse  planchet  surface 
smooth;  reverse  planchet  quite  rough  from  7:00  to  1:00.  Struck 
on  a  compact  flan. 

Purchased  from  Elmer  Sears,  before  1913. 


1341  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  38-c.  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Rarity-2.  159.9 

grains.  28mm.  180°.  Struck  on  a  compact  and  heavy  flan.  Glossy 
dark  brown  with  lighter  golden  areas  on  the  high  points.  Struck 
off  center  on  the  reverse,  showing  the  top  edge  of  the  die.  Re¬ 
verse  die  clashed.  Obverse  also  slightly  off  center,  tops  of  AES 
off  flan. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 

Although  only  Rarity-2,  Maris'  specimen  was  only  VF  in  condition.  Taylor:2218  was 
also  struck  on  a  defective  planchet,  as  the  majority  of  this  variety  were.  Usually-seen 
dotlike  die  defect  beneath  first  star  on  reverse,  attached  to  the  shield  edge  below  it. 


1342  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  38-Z.  EF40.  Rarity-4.  155.4  grains. 

27mm.  160°.  Light  orange-brown  planchet.  Numerous  surface 
flaws.  Slightly  off  center  on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  affecting  the 
tops  of  some  letters.  Weaker  on  much  of  the  obverse  and  reverse 
periphery.  Struck  from  clashed  dies,  traces  of  incused  date  numer¬ 
als  visible  at  the  top  of  the  reverse. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 


1343  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  38-a.  VF30.  Rarity-4.  158.9  grains. 

27mm.  170°.  Dark  olive  brown,  with  lighter  high  points.  Typical 
breaks  in  reverse  shield.  Not  quite  as  sharp  as  Taylor :2217,  but 
nicer  than  Picker:  214. Struck  on  a  small,  compact  flan. 

Probably  purchased  from  Nezv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  August 
24,  1960. 


1344  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  39-a.  VF-30.  Rarity-2.  147.9  grains. 

27mm.  170°.  Light  golden  brown.  Very  typical  strike,  quite  weak 
around  the  upper  reverse  and  low'er  obverse  peripheries.  Date 
indistinct,  tops  of  some  reverse  letters  also.  The  flan  used  to  coin 
this  piece  was  inexactly  cut  by  the  planchet  cutter,  which  left  a 
pronounced  bevel  on  the  reverse  from  8:00  to  1:00,  accounting 
for  the  weakness  seen  there  and  at  the  base  of  the  obverse,  also. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1787  Maris  41-c 


1345  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  41-c.  VF-30,  technical  grade,  typically 

less  sharp.  Among  the  finest  known.  Rarity-7-.  151.8  grains. 
26.5mm.  205°.  Dark  olive  brown.  Minor  clip  on  the  reverse  at  5:30. 
Very  typical  strike  for  the  variety,  with  considerable  weakness 
around  the  lower  obverse  periphery  and  the  reverse  periphery 
from  8:00  to  12:00.  Reminiscent  overall  of  the  Taylor:2221  speci¬ 
men.  Date  illegible.  Usually-seen  obverse  break  across  horse's 
chest,  about  as  advanced  as  seen  on  the  Taylor  coin,  slightly  less 
advanced  than  on  the  Garrett:  1438  specimen. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  sale  of  June  17,  1955;  earlier,  ex 
Dr.  Hall:613,  Brand  Collections. 

In  his  book,  Maris  questioned  whether  the  specimen  he  had  seen  was  unique.  The 
Maris  coin  was  subsequently  sold  as  Garrett:  1438,  a  Good  to  VG  specimen.  The  Tay- 
lor:2221  coin  was  VF-30  obverse/F-12  reverse.  This  variety  was  missing  from  both  the 
Picker  and  Roper  collections. 

At  the  time  Mrs.  Norweb  purchased  this  coin,  Walter  Breen  wrote: 

1787  New  Jersey.  Rahway  Mint.  Curved  beam.  M.41-C.  Rarity-6+.  This  be¬ 
ing  one  of  three  top  specimens.  Light  mint  clip.  I  do  not  believe  one  exists 
with  a  fully  legible  date. 
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1787  New  Jersey  Maris  42-c 


Among  the  Finest  Known 


1346  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  42-c.  F-15  to  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  149.6 

grains.  27mm.  180°.  Smooth,  glossy  golden  brown  obverse  sur¬ 
face;  reverse  somewhat  rougher  due  to  clashing.  Center  of  shield 
imperfectly  struck  up,  as  always.  Sightly  off  center  at  the  top  of 
the  reverse,  affecting  the  tips  of  CAESAR.  Off  center  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  just  barely  affecting  the  tip  of  the  shield  and  top  of  E.  Sur¬ 
faces  outstandingly  free  of  flaws  or  other,  accidental  damage.  Mar¬ 
ginally  superior  to  the  Taylor:2223  specimen,  previously  thought 
to  be  the  finest  known.  Superior  to  Garrett:  1439,  the  Maris  speci¬ 
men.  Missing  from  the  Roper  and  Picker  collections.  Off  center 
almost  in  the  identical  fashion  as  seen  on  the  Garrett  coin.  Typi¬ 
cal  obverse  state,  the  die  severely  buckled.  A  prize  for  the 
specialist. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


1349  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  45-d.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  146.9  grains. 

27mm.  190°.  Bright  golden  brown  surfaces.  Flan  cracked  from  3:00 
on  the  obverse  towards  the  center,  touching  the  top  of  the  plow 
and  the  point  of  the  horse's  chest.  Slightly  off  center,  but  all  let¬ 
ters  and  design  details  present  on  flan.  Pronounced  doubling 
around  all  letters  on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


1350  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  46-e.  EF-45.  Rarity-1.  146.0  grains. 

27mm.  170°.  Glossy  deep  brown  surfaces.  A  highly  attractive  speci¬ 
men,  exhibiting  the  full  clash  marks  on  both  obverse  and  reverse 
this  variety  is  noted  for.  Date  mostly  legible,  second  numeral  par¬ 
tially  obscure.  Pronounced  incusations  around  the  obverse  rim, 
almost  legible.  Far  superior  to  the  three  in  the  Taylor  Collection 
(2230-2232);  and  close  to  Garrett:1443.  A  very  attractive,  sharply 
struck  example. 

Purchased  from  Elmer  Sears  on  November  18,  1910. 


1347  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  43-Y.  VF-20.  Rarity-5.  144.5  grains. 

27mm.  180°.  Dark  brown  fields,  lighter  golden  high  points.  Full 
date.  Obverse  better  struck  than  Picker:217  or  Taylor:2225.  Cen¬ 
ter  of  shield  on  reverse  almost  completely  struck  up.  One  old 
scratch  on  the  reverse.  Sharper  and  better  centered  than  either 
of  the  two  aforementioned  specimens.  A  variety  which  is  rare 
in  high  grade.  The  Picker  coin  was  originally  owned  by  Dr.  Maris. 

Purchased  from  Neiv  Netherlands  sale  of  June  17,  1955;  earlier,  ex 
Hall:  615,  Brand  collections. 


1348  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  43-d.  AU-50,  sharply  struck.  154.0 

grains.  27mm.  180°.  Glossy,  smooth  medium  golden  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Struck  off  center  from  the  right  on  both  sides  (given  the 
die  alignment).  All  letters  present  on  flan,  however,  just  the  tops 
very  close  to  the  edges.  This  variety  usually  appears  off  center 
in  one  degree  or  another.  Both  dies  strongly  clashed.  Superior 
to  Taylor:2226;  close  in  quality  to  Garrett :  1440.  Missing  from  both 
the  Picker  and  Roper  collections. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 
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1787  New  Jersey  Maris  47-e 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1351  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  47-e.  VF-30.  Rarity-7-.  Very  dark 

brown,  with  unusual  iridescent  green  and  pale  rose  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Typically  rough  and  porous.  Sharply  struck,  save  for  the 
center  of  the  shield;  all  known  appear  slightly  concave.  All  let¬ 
ters  and  major  design  details  sharp  despite  the  roughness.  Tay- 
lor:2233  was  only  G-4;  this  appears  sharper  than  Garrett:  1444, 
the  Maris  Collection  piece. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  sale  of  June  17,  1955;  earlier  ex 
Hall: 621,  Brand  Collections. 

At  the  time  Mrs.  Norweb  purchased  this  coin,  Walter  Breen  described  it  as  follows: 
1787  New  Jersey.  Rahway  Mint.  Curved  beam.  M.  47-e.  One  of  top  three 
known;  equal  to  finest  but  rough.  Advanced  die  buckling  at  center,  ex  Hall:621, 
Brand.  Maris  thought  this  unique.  Better  than  his  plate  coin. 


1352  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  48-f.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  155.6  grains. 

29mm.  165°.  Dark  glossy  brown.  Usually-seen  die  break  on  the 
reverse  shield,  here  less  advanced  than  Taylor:2234,  for  example. 
Slightly  off  center,  affecting  the  tops  of  PLUR  on  the  reverse.  One 
old  reverse  scratch.  Nicer  than  Taylor:2234  and  Picker:221,  the 
Maris  Collection  coin. 

Purchased  from  Elmer  Sears,  before  1913. 
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Uncirculated  1787  New  Jersey  Maris  48-g 


1353  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M48-g.  MS-60,  mint  red.  Tied  for  finest 

known.  Rarity-1.  143.9  grains.  28mm.  185°.  Sharply  struck  and 
perfectly  centered.  Almost  full  mint  red  across  both  surfaces.  Early 
reverse  state,  the  diagonal  break  almost  imperceptible.  Pronounced 
clash  marks  on  the  obverse  around  the  horse's  head;  doubtless 


the  cause  for  the  reverse  break.  Superior  to  Garrett:  1445  and  far 
superior  to  Taylor:2235.  An  outstanding  specimen,  which  we  feel 
is  tied  with  a  specimen  in  the  William  T.  Anton,  Jr.  Collection 
for  the  finest  known  of  the  variety. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


1354  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  M  49-f.  Horse's  head  left.  AG-3  to  G-4. 

Rarity-5.  144.4  grains.  28mm.  185°.  Very  typical  condition  for  the 
variety.  Die  bulge  behind  horse's  head  and  including  portions  of 
its  neck,  as  usually  seen.  The  Taylor:2236  specimen  was  just  Fine; 
Garrett:  1447  was  VF;  while  Picker:223  was  VG. 

Purchased  from  Elmer  Sears,  before  1913. 


1355  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  M  50-F.  VF-30.  Rarity-4.  158.1  grains. 

29mm.  185°.  Light  gray  brown,  brighter  reverse.  Struck  on  a  con¬ 
cave  planchet.  Very  sharp  horse's  head  left  detail.  Superior  to 
Roper:306,  Picker:224,  and  Taylor:2237,  2238.  The  finest  is  still  Gar¬ 
rett:  1448. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 
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1356  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  M  51-g.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  143.8  grains. 

27.5mm.  185°.  Dark  brown.  Typically  porous  planchet.  Well  cen¬ 
tered.  Reverse  legend  weak  at  top,  as  seen  on  Picker: 225.  Date 
indistinct,  as  usual. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 


1357  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  52-i.  EF-40.  Rarity-3.  139.9  grains. 

27.5mm.  185°.  Smooth  light  golden  brown,  some  obverse  porosi¬ 
ty  in  the  center.  Usual  style,  with  horse's  head  facing  right.  Well 
struck,  on  a  compact  flan.  Nicer  than  Taylor:2240. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1787  New  Jersey  Maris  54-k 

Serpent  Head  Variety 
Among  the  Finest  Known 


1358  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  54-k.  AU-55  to  MS-60,  among  the 

finest  known.  Rarity-3.  129.26  grains.  28mm.  150°.  Mostly  smooth, 
rich  golden  brown,  glossy  planchet.  Rolling  flaw  at  10:00  on  the 
obverse,  usually-seen  break  connecting  A  to  C  and  beyond  on 
the  obverse.  Sharply  struck  on  the  reverse,  slightly  off  center  but 
without  affecting  any  letters  in  the  legend.  Similar  rolling  flaw 
is  visible  at  the  top  of  the  reverse,  also.  Close  to  Garrett:  1452  over¬ 
all,  equivalent  in  technical  grade.  An  MS-60  specimen  said  to  be 
in  the  William  T.  Anton,  Jr.  Collection. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company's  sale  of  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1953. 

A  very  useful  reference  for  collectors  and  students  of  the  New  Jersey  copper  series 
is  William  T.  Anton  Jr.'s  "A  Modern  Survey  of  the  Copper  Coinage  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,"  published  in  The  Colonial  Newsletter  (July  1975).  The  reader  will  find  there  a 
list  of  the  Maris  varieties  known  at  the  time  of  writing,  along  with  rarity  ratings  and 
comments  regarding  high-grade  pieces  and  numbers  of  specimens  known  for  the  rar¬ 
ities  in  the  series. 


1359  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  54-k.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  103.5  grains. 

28mm.  175°.  Light  golden  brown.  Double  struck,  with  consequent 
loss  of  detail  particularly  around  the  peripheries.  Included  by  the 
Norweb  family  as  an  interesting  double-struck  variety. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  on  May  1,  1956,  possibly 
from  their  sale  of  April  30th  of  that  year. 

Examples  of  this  variety  are  always  lightly  struck  and  on  underweight  planchets 
The  variety  takes  its  name  from  the  distinctive  shape  of  the  horse's  head 
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1360  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  55-1.  "PLURIRUS"  variety.  F-12. 

Rarity-5.  150.6  grains.  27mm.  180°.  Medium  golden  brown.  Some¬ 
what  porous  surfaces,  primarily  due  to  pitted  rollers.  This  varie¬ 
ty  rarely  comes  nicer.  Picker: 228,  an  EF  example,  may  be  among 
the  finest  known.  Taylor:2243  was  only  VG.  A  nice  example  of 
the  PLURIRUS  variety,  created  by  a  broken  B  punch,  which  resem¬ 
bles  an  R.  Struck  on  a  small,  compact  flan. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 


1787  New  Jersey  Maris  55-m 


1361  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  55-m.  EI^O.  Rarity-4.  144.3  grains. 

28mm.  190°.  Rich  light  golden  brown.  Nicely  centered.  Popular 
variety  with  U  in  PLURIBUS  over  erroneous  S.  Nicer  than  Tay¬ 
lor:  2244;  close  to  Garrett :  1453,  the  Maris  coin. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


1787  New  Jersey  Maris  56-n 

The  Camel  Head  Variety 
High  Condition  Census 


1362  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  56-n.  AU-55,  outstanding.  Rarity-1. 

131.4  grains.  30mm.  170°.  Smooth,  glossy  deep  brown  surfaces. 
Sharply  struck.  Slightly  off  center  on  the  reverse,  but  affecting 
only  the  denticles  from  7:00  to  12:00  and  the  tips  of  UR.  Sharply 
struck  over  a  Connecticut  copper,  1787.  Traces  of  the  undertype 
visible  on  the  obverse  rim  from  9:00  to  10:30.  Small  edge  nick  over 
E  on  reverse.  Sharper  than  Picker:230  and  232,  the  Maris  coin; 
also  sharper  than  Garrett:  1454,  the  Maris  plate  coin. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1363  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  56-n.  EF-45.  Rarity-1.  115.0  grains. 

28mm.  195°.  Smooth,  glossy  dark  brown.  Sharply  struck  over  a 
1787  Connecticut  copper,  shield  of  undertype  reverse  visible  be¬ 
neath  S  on  reverse  of  the  New  Jersey  overstrike.  A  very  appeal¬ 
ing  specimen. 
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1787  Maris  56-n 

Overstruck  on  a  Connecticut  Copper 
With  Date  "178787" 


1364  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  56-n.  F-12.  Rarity-1.  129.5  grains. 

29mm.  165°.  Light  golden  brown.  Struck  over  a  1787  Connecti¬ 
cut  copper.  Struck  obverse  over  reverse  of  the  undertype,  and 
so  positioned  to  create  a  date  on  this  piece  which  seems  to  read 
178787!  A  curious  example. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder  on  December  4,  1909,  possibly  from 
his  sale  of  the  30th  of  November. 


1365  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  58-n.  VF-20.  Rarity-5.  133.1  grains. 

29mm.  185°.  Dark  gray.  Reverse  porous.  Struck  from  the  late  state 
of  the  obverse,  severely  shattered  into  three  pieces.  Struck  over 
a  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Small,  as  yet  unexplained,  five-pointed 
star  with  hooklike  tail  below  plow  handles. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1366  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  59-o.  G-6.  Rarity-5.  Sawtooth  pattern, 
so  called  by  Maris.  125.8  grains.  29.5mm.  190°.  Distinctly  weaker 
in  the  centers  than  usually  seen,  a  result  of  die  swelling  on  the 
obverse.  Pronounced  outline  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies 
around  the  edge  of  this  piece.  Struck  on  a  wide  flan,  as  usually 
seen  on  this  variety. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  November  18,  1910. 

1367  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  60-p.  VG-8.  Rarity-4.  133.6  grains. 
30mm.  175°.  Dark  and  porous.  Very  soft  in  the  centers.  An  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  popular  PLURIBS  variety. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  January  18,  1956. 


1368  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  61-p.  VF-20.  Rarity-5.  150.9  grains. 

31mm.  170°.  Deep  brown,  verging  on  olive.  All  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  design  details  present.  Reverse  center  soft,  as  struck.  Struck 
on  a  wide  flan.  Obverse  die  state  about  as  seen  on  Taylor:2257. 
A  nice  example  of  the  second,  and  rarer,  PLURIBS  variety. 
Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  January  18,  1956. 


1787  New  Jersey  Maris  62-q 


1369  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  62-q.  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Rarity-1.  141.8 

grains.  31mm.  200°.  Dark  brown,  glossy  planchet.  Perfectly  cen¬ 
tered  and  nicely  struck,  with  better  centered  obverse  detail  than 
Taylor:2258,  an  Uncirculated  specimen.  Obverse  die  state  earlier 
than  that  coin,  without  a  break  connecting  the  plow  to  rim  at  bot¬ 
tom.  About  the  same  reverse  state.  Touch  of  corrosion  around 
M  on  reverse. 

Purchased  from  Alexander  and  Company  of  Boston  on  November  20, 
1908. 
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Uncirculated  1787  New  Jersey  Maris  63-q 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1370  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  63-q.  MS-60.  Among  the  finest 

known.  Rarity-1.  144.6  grains.  30mm.  185°.  Light  golden  brown. 
Mint  red  around  much  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  devices. 
Smooth,  problem-free  planchet.  Slightly  off  center  to  the  upper 
left  on  the  obverse,  lower  left  on  reverse,  but  affecting  only  the 
denticles  in  those  areas.  Sharply  struck,  obverse  about  as  Gar¬ 


rett:  1463,  reverse  sharper  than  that  coin.  Early  reverse  die  state, 
before  the  massive  break  developed  at  the  upper  left  portion  of 
the  shield.  Here,  just  a  few  spidery  breaks  can  be  seen.  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  specimen. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 
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1371  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  63-q.  VF-30.  Rarity-1.  141.3  grains. 

31mm.  170°.  Medium  brown,  with  pale  olive  highlights.  Smooth 
flan.  Perfectly  centered.  Later  state  of  the  reverse,  with  the  mas¬ 
sive  break  at  the  upper  left  portion  of  the  shield,  as  seen  also 
on  Garrett:  1464. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1373  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  63-r.  F-15.  Rarity-5-.  146.1  grains.  30mm. 

170°.  Dark  brown,  almost  black.  Uniformly  porous.  Similar  to  Pick- 
er:236,  overall.  Obverse  and  reverse  centers  weak,  as  usually  seen 
even  on  EF  examples  of  this  variety. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  sale  of  June  17,  1955;  earlier,  ex 
Hall:644,  Brand  Collections. 


Exceptional  1787  New  Jersey  Maris  63-r 


1372  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  63-r.  EF-40.  Among  the  finest  known, 

close  to  the  EF-45  Taylor  coin.  Rarity-5-.  153.1  grains.  30mm.  175°. 
Deep  brown.  Exceptional,  rich  glossy  planchet.  Obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  centers  weak,  as  usually  seen  (Taylor:2260;  Picker:236,  the 
Maris  coin).  Tiny  nick  above  third  A  on  obverse,  otherwise  sur¬ 
faces  are  problem  free.  Perfectly  centered  obverse;  reverse  off  cen¬ 
ter  to  the  left,  as  seen  on  the  Taylor  coin. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 
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Uncirculated  1787  New  Jersey  Maris  63-s 


51®  7 


1374  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  63-s.  MS-60.  Among  the  finest  known. 

Rarity-1.  143.0  grains.  29mm.  175°.  Rich,  orange-brown.  Smooth, 
somewhat  glossy  surfaces.  Very  typical  roughness  at  the  base  of 
the  horse's  neck  and  in  the  center  of  the  shield  (as  Garrett:  1465 
and  Picker:237).  Sharply  struck,  sharper  than  the  Garrett  coin, 


which  was  Maris'  own  and  the  finest  he  had  seen.  Almost  100% 
detail  in  the  horse's  mane.  Faint  traces  of  mint  red  adhering  in 
some  obverse  and  reverse  letters.  The  color  of  the  specimen,  a 
rich  orange-brown,  is  exceptional. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Company  on  Ma y  l,  1 95b. 
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1375  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  64-t.  VF-30.  Rarity-1.  174.8  grains. 

28mm.  175°.  Medium  golden  brown,  with  some  pale  green  high¬ 
lights.  Struck  on  a  compact,  heavy  flan.  Two  old  nicks  in  the  center 
of  the  left  reverse  field.  Typical  reverse  shield  weakness,  as 
Picker:  238. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


Lovely  1787  New  Jersey  Maris  64-t 

Large  Planchet 


1376  1787  New  Jersey.  M  64-t.  EF-40.  Rarity-1.  153.8  grains.  30.3mm. 

200°.  Rich,  dark  brown  with  glossy  surfaces.  Outstanding  reverse 
surface  and  die  work,  very  sharp  and  lovely.  Large  flan  variety, 
with  clear  outline  of  die  edge  on  both  surfaces.  Reverse  shield 
center  soft,  as  usually  seen.  Obverse  planchet  quite  rough  in  left 
field,  and  across  base  of  horse's  neck.  Full  date.  Flawed  on  ob¬ 
verse  rim  above  final  A.  Maris  number  painted  in  the  right  ob¬ 
verse  field.  Despite  the  flaws,  this  is  a  lovely  example  of  this  va¬ 
riety.  Slightly  early  reverse  state,  the  break  from  bottom  right  of 
shield  to  rim  almost  imperceptible.  To  the  writer's  mind,  one  of 
the  most  pleasing  of  all  the  Norweb  Collection  New  Jersey 
coppers. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  September  1,  1958. 


1377  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  M  65-u.  VF-30.  Rarity-2.  151.8  grains. 

30mm.  205°.  Medium  brown.  Some  traces  of  verdigris  on  both 
surfaces.  Some  planchet  roughness.  Shield  center  struck  up. 
Slightly  off  center  to  the  upper  right  of  the  obverse;  reverse  mostly 
well  centered.  Better  planchet  stock  quality  than  Garrett:  1469  to 
Taylor:  2267. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


Outstanding  1788  New  Jersey  Maris  67-v 


1378  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  M  67-v.  AU-55.  Outstanding.  Rarity-1. 

145.2  grains.  28mm.  185°.  Deep,  rich  brown.  Sharply  struck.  Ob¬ 
verse  planchet  flawed;  reverse  planchet  smooth  and  glossy.  Per¬ 
fectly  centered.  Second  A  partially  struck  up.  Nicer  than  Tay- 
lor:2272  and  Picker:243.  Garrett:1472,  the  Mickley-Maris  coin,  an 
AU  example,  was  among  the  finest  known;  Roper:313  was  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  Uncirculated  specimen. 


1379  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  M  67-v.  F-15/VF-20.  Rarity-1.  141.3  grains. 
28mm.  200°.  Dark  brown,  verging  on  dark  olive.  Rough  surfaces. 
Old  scratch  on  right  obverse  field.  A  second  example  of  this  va¬ 
riety,  which  is  usually  found  in  lower  grades. 

1380  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  68-w.  VG-8.  Rarity-5.  131.7  grains. 
27mm.  195°.  Dark  brown,  porous  surfaces.  Later  state  of  the  dies, 
the  obverse  severely  swollen  in  the  center  with  corresponding 
lack  of  definition  on  horse's  head.  Swelling  across  the  reverse, 
diagonal  fashion  from  E  to  N,  earlier  than  Taylor:2274. 
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Sharp  1788  New  Jersey  M  75-bb 

Running  Fox  Variety 


1381  1788  New  jersey  copper.  M  75-bb.  VI^30/EF-40.  Rarity-4.  140.3 

grains.  27mm.  180°.  Dark  brown,  smooth  surfaces,  slightly  red¬ 
dish  brown  reverse.  Usually-seen  obverse  and  reverse  breaks, 
about  as  advanced  as  Taylor :2283,  one  of  the  finest  known.  The 
Taylor  coin  was  EF-45  to  AU-50;  Roper:314  was  EF;  Garrett:  1481 
was  EF  to  AU.  The  variety  may  not  be  known  in  Uncirculated 
condition. 

Purchased  from  the  Numismatic  Gallery  on  May  10,  1953. 


the  New  Hampshire  House  of  Representatives  voted  on  the 
28th  of  June,  1776  that  the  devices  for  the  copper  coins  to 
be  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  state  were  to  be  a  pine 
tree  with  the  words  American  Liberty  on  one  side,  and  a 
harp  with  the  figure  1776  on  the  other.  Earlier,  on  March  13, 
1776,  the  committee  established  by  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  New  Hampshire  to  create  a  coinage  suggested  that 
one  William  Moulton  be  empowered  to  strike  the  state's 
coins.  Today,  numismatists  consider  that  those  pieces  with 
a  pine  tree  and  date  1776  on  one  side,  the  legend  American 
Liberty  and  WM  on  the  other,  may  be  the  true  New  Ham- 
sphire  coppers  authorized  by  the  state  of  New  Hamsphire. 
There  are  numerous  pieces  known  of  near  contemporary  or 
contemporary  date  which  correspond,  roughly,  to  the 
devices  intended  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  whose 
exact  nature  and  origin  are  still  unresearched.  This  is  one 
area  of  colonial  numismatics  that  sorely  needs  a  fresh  look. 


1382  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  M  75-bb.  F-12/VF-20.  Rarity-4.  150.9 

grains.  27mm.  185°.  Second  Running  Fox  variety.  Light  golden 
brown.  Slightly  more  advanced  state  of  the  obverse  die  than  seen 
on  the  preceding  specimen;  earlier  reverse  state.  Typical  condi¬ 
tion  for  the  variety. 

Purchased  from  Henry  Chapman  on  January  31,  1932. 


1383  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  M  77-dd.  VF-20.  Rarity-2.  140.4  grains. 

28mm.  180°.  The  second  Running  Fox  variety.  Dark  brown, 
smooth  surfaces.  Nearly  equivalent  to  Taylor:2286. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 

New  Hampshire 
Coppers 

The  following  three  lots  have  been  called,  at  one  time  or 
another.  New  Hampshire  coppers.  The  first  two  pieces  in 
this  section,  despite  their  pedigrees,  were  probably  not  con¬ 
temporary  New  Hampshire  copper  pieces  at  all.  There  is 
much  discussion  among  numismatists  specializing  in  colon¬ 
ial  American  coppers  about  which  pieces  may  truly  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  New  Hampshire  copper  coins.  As  Crosby  relates, 


"1776  New  Hampshire  Copper" 

The  Crosby  Plate  Coin 


1384  "1776  New  Hampshire  copper."  VG-8,  cancelled  on  the  “reverse." 

Dark  brown.  Pine  tree  AMERICAN  LIBERTY/small  harp  1776. 
127.3  grains.  27.8mm.  1.7mm  thick.  315°.  Plain  edge.  Engraved, 
possibly  on  a  cast  blank.  Crosby  plate  VI,  No.  4;  mentioned  by 
him  on  page  176  of  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  probably  unique. 

Purchased  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  11,  1937;  earlier,  ex  Charles 
M.  Hodge  (before  1875),  Brand  Collection. 

Plated  in  Crosby,  also  a  line  drawing  on  page  176,  28-B.  Crosby  mentions  having 
seen  this  specimen: 

We  have  seen  one  specimen  similar  to  the  last  in  its  design,  but  the  date 
1776,  barely  legible,  not  struck  in  dies,  but  engraved,  probably  as  a  pattern 
of  the  time;  this  is  owned  by  Charles  M.  Hodge,  of  Newburyport.  It  is  shown 
in  Figure  28-B,  and  its  obverse  on  plate  VI.,  No.  4.  Size  I8V2,  weight  127  grains. 

At  the  time  Mrs.  Norweb  purchased  this  piece  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl,  she  en¬ 
tered  in  her  inventory  ledger  the  following  description: 

39.  New  Hampshire  cent  1776;  small  harp.  Good.  Bought  at  private  sale 
Jan.  11,  1937  from  Mehl  for  $175.  Came  with  coins  from  Brand  Collection. 
Crosby  28-B.  Mehl  states,  "Obverse  apparently  re-engraved.  Excessively  rare." 

Do  not  believe  it  is  re-engraved. 


1385  Undated  "New  Hampshire  copper."  Incuse  pine  tree  stamped 
across  the  reverse  of  a  heavily  worn  copper  token  of  uncertain 
attribution.  Obverse  of  the  undertype  worn  smooth.  F-12.  212 
grains.  29.4mm.  Plain  edge.  Ex  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection;  Brand 
called  it  a  New  Hampshire  pattern.  Mrs.  Norweb  doubted  the 
attribution.  Probably  nothing  more  than  a  pine  tree-shaped  count¬ 
erstamp  upon  a  heavily  worn  early  19th-century  Canadian  copper. 
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1776  New  Hampshire  "W.M"  Copper 


1386  1776  New  Hampshire  "W.M."  copper.  F-12.  100.2  grains.  25.9mm. 

1.6mm  thick.  0°.  Plain  edge.  Obverse:  Pine  tree  with  pointed 
branches,  on  flat  ground,  date  17-76  flanking/reverse:  AMERICAN: 
LIBERTY:  around  WM.  Dark  brown.  Cast  blank.  The  "reverse" 
of  this  piece  appears  to  be  identical  to  that  of  Garrett:  1324  in  its 
design  details.  The  obverse  differs,  in  that  Garrett's  tree  was  on 
a  curved  ground,  while  this  is  on  a  straight  ground.  Soft  in  the 
"reverse"  center,  with  lower  right  portion  of  W  and  lower  left  por¬ 
tion  of  M  somewhat  obscure.  Top  of  "obverse"  also  soft.  An  in¬ 
teresting,  and  as  we  said  in  the  introduction,  somewhat  controver¬ 
sial  piece. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  in  1957. 

Kentucky  or  Triangle 
Tokens 


1387  Undated  (1792-94)  Kentucky  or  Triangle  token.  MS-60,  mint  red 

around  portions  of  the  obverse  periphery  and  across  much  of  the 
reverse.  152.8  grains.  28.3mm.  180°.  Plain  edge.  Light  golden 
brown.  Die  broken  in  right  obverse  field. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  September  24,  1955. 

1388  Undated  (1792-94)  Kentucky  or  Triangle  token.  EF-40.  178.5  grains. 
28.3mm.  175°.  Thick  planchet.  Lettered  edge:  PAYABLE  IN  LAN¬ 
CASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL.  Sequence  of  edge  wording 
blundered  at  time  of  manufacture. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  on  June  7,  1958. 


1389  Undated  (1792-94)  Kentucky  or  Triangle  token.  EF-40.  143.9  grains. 
28.8mm.  345°.  Thin  planchet.  Lettered  edge:  PAYABLE  IN  LAN¬ 
CASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL.  The  usual  variety  of  the  let¬ 
tered  edge  Kentucky  tokens.  Slightly  earlier  obverse  die  state  than 
seen  on  Lot  1388. 

Purchased  from  William  Hesslein's  sale  of  November  6,  1909. 


Kentucky  or  Triangle  Token 

Lettered  Edge 

PAYABLE  AT  BEDWORTH  NUNEATON  OR  HINKLEY 


1390  Undated  (1792-94)  Kentucky  or  Triangle  token.  AU-50.  146.5 
grains.  29.5mm.  10°.  Rich,  deep,  gray-brown.  Well  struck.  Sur¬ 
faces  mostly  smooth.  Extremely  rare  lettered  edge  variety:  PAY¬ 
ABLE  AT  BEDWORTH  NUNEATON  OR  HINKLEY.  Missing  from 
all  the  great  collections  of  colonial  coins  sold  recently:  Garrett, 
Roper,  Picker,  Robison,  Park,  New  Netherlands  60th  Sale.  We  have 
no  accurate  rarity  ratings  for  this  variety.  Crosby  mentions  one 
described  as  having  been  in  the  Clay  Sale  (1871):298.  We  suspect 
the  rarity  rating  will  be  found  to  be  Rarity-7,  if  not  higher. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  April 
23,  1955. 


Kentucky  Or  Triangle  Token 

Engrailed  Edge 


1391  Undated  (1792-94)  Kentucky  or  Triangle  token.  MS-60,  mint  red 

around  much  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  periphery.  142.4  grains. 
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29.3mm.  10°.  Glossy  light  golden  brown  surfaces.  Early  state  of 
the  obverse  die.  Engrailed  edge,  consisting  of  diagonally  placed 
reeding.  This  variety,  which  is  very  scarce,  appears  to  usually  be 
found  in  Uncirculated  condition,  as  Garrett:  1532,  Roper:344,  Robi¬ 
son:  148,  Picker:  277,  others. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  on  November  30,  1953. 


Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee 

Cents 


1392  1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-63,  prooflike.  Fuld-4.  156.6 

grains,  thin  planchet.  28.7mm.  170°.  Mint  red  around  the  obverse 
devices  and  across  much  of  the  reverse  surface.  Variety  with  NEW 
YORK  on  the  reverse.  Edge  lettered  PAYABLE  AT  THE  STORE 
OF.  One  of  the  nicest  of  this  variety  we  have  seen. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  November  11,  1955. 


1393  1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-60,  prooflike.  Fuld-4.  175.3 
grains.  29.2mm.  175°.  Thick  planchet.  With  NEW  YORK.  Lettered 
edge;  PAYABLE  AT  THE  STORE  OF.  An  attractive,  rich  golden 
brown  specimen. 

Purchased  from  Homer  Stevens  on  November  11,  1955. 

1394  1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  VF-20.  Fuld-2.  111.6  grains. 
28.5mm.  5°.  Thin  planchet.  With  NEW  YORK.  Lettered  edge;  PAY¬ 
ABLE  AT  THE  STORE  OF.  Medium  brown.  Struck  from  the  bro¬ 
ken  obverse  die,  with  large  ampersand  in  the  ethnic.  Center  of 
ship  usually  weak  on  this  die. 

Purchased  from  Homer  Stevens,  date  unrecorded. 

1395  1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  AU-55.  Fuld-4.  158.1  grains. 
28.8mm.  175°.  Medium  thick  planchet.  With  NEW  YORK.  Attrac¬ 
tive,  brown  and  olive-green. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1956. 

Specimens  in  Lots  1392,  1393,  and  1395  show  different  spacing  in  the  ornaments 
separating  the  start  and  end  of  the  edge  legend 


NEW  YORK  on  the  obverse.  145.7  grains.  28.4mm.  170  .  Dark 
brown.  Struck  from  a  late  state  of  the  reverse,  shattered  from  first 
M  downward,  bifurcating  to  rim  and  across  Liberty's  legs  to  first 
numeral  of  date.  Edge  lettered;  PAYABLE  AT  THE  STORE  OF.  Rare, 
much  rarer  than  the  1794  variety  with  New  York  on  the  obverse. 
Roper:347  was  EF,  while  Robison:217  was  Fine;  Garrett:  1536  was 
graded  VF+. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  De¬ 
cember  11,  1954. 


1397  1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-60.  Fuld-1.  145.8  grains. 

28.3mm.  175°.  Attractive,  rich  reddish  orange-brown.  Smooth  sur¬ 
faces.  Obverse  planchet  lamination  is  visible  above  Liberty's  head. 
Lettered  edge;  WE  PROMISE  TO  PAY  THE  BEARER  ONE  CENT. 
Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder  on  May  14,  1908. 


1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  Cent 

Variety  With  Plain  Edge 
The  T.J.  Clarke  Specimen 


1398  1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  EF-40.  Rarity-7+.  Fuld-lC.  137.4 

grains.  28.9mm.  180°.  Variety  with  plain  edge.  Dark,  rich  choco¬ 
late  brown.  Smooth  and  glossy  surface.  Plain  edge,  absolutely 
no  trace  of  lettering.  Struck  in  an  open  collar  and  not  lettered. 
Perfectly  centered  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Late  state  of  the 
obverse,  with  considerable  die  rust  around  Liberty's  head  and 
a  slightly  more  advanced  state  of  the  lower  left  obverse  die  break 
than  usually  seen.  Only  one  other  specimen  traced  at  recent  auc¬ 
tion,  Picker:282,  the  Norweb  coin  is  superior.  Somewhat  later  re¬ 
verse  state  than  the  Picker  coin,  with  a  rim  break  visible  over  first 
E  of  LEE.  This  piece  was  mentioned  by  Melvin  and  George  Fuld 
in  their  The  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  Cents,  page  8. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  sale  of  November  24,  1956,  Lot  788; 
earlier,  ex  C.E.  Clapp,  T.J.  Clarke  collections. 


1396  1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  VF-30.  Fuld-1,  variety  without 
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1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  Cent 

Ornamented  Edge;  Believed  Unique 
The  T.J.  Clarke  Specimen 


1399  1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  VF-30.  Rarity-9,  unique.  Fuld-IB. 

Rarity-9,  unique.  142.0  grains.  29mm.  170°.  Bold  Edge  decorated 
with  band  of  twin  olive  leaves.  Rich  golden  brown,  glossy  sur¬ 
faces.  Struck  from  about  the  same  state  of  the  obverse  die  as  the 
piece  in  the  preceding  lot;  somewhat  earlier  state  of  the  reverse, 
with  a  break  above  first  E  in  LEE  here  just  showing  as  four  den¬ 
ticles  joined  together.  We  have  not  seen  another  offered  at  auc¬ 
tion  sale  since  1954,  and  this  may  still  be  unique. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  sale  of  November  24,  1956,  Lot  787; 
earlier,  ex  C.E.  Clapp,  T.J.  Clarke  collections. 


1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  Cent 

Unrecorded  Lettered  Edge 
Possibly  Unique 


1400  1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-60.  Unlisted  by  Fuld,  Rulau; 

unrepresented  in  either.  New  Netherlands  48th  or  60th  sales!  146.8 
grains.  28.6mm.  175°.  Rich  reddish  brown.  Unrecorded  Edge; 
CAMBRIDGE  BEDFORD  HUNTINGDON.  X.  X.  Probably 
unique,  unlisted  in  any  reference  we  have  consulted,  including 
Taxay  and  the  others  aforementioned.  Not  represented  in  the  two 
New  Netherlands  sales,  as  noted,  nor  in  the  other  offerings  of 
Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cents  of  note,  such  as  Picker,  Roper,  and 
Garrett. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 
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Diverse  Early  American  Tokens 


1401  1796  Myddelton  token  in  copper.  Proof-63.  Rarity-7+,  rarer  than 

the  Myddelton  token  struck  in  silver.  173.1  grains.  28.7mm.  185°. 
Rich,  glossy  deep  brown,  with  mint  red  around  the  obverse  and 
reverse  peripheries.  Flawless  surfaces,  sharp  strike.  A  lovely  to¬ 
ken,  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  beautifully  designed  early 
American  related  pieces.  Similar  in  overall  quality  to  Roper:350 
and  Garrett:  1526. 

Purchased  from  the  Numismatic  Gallery  on  May  10,  1953. 

The  Myddelton  token  dated  1796  was  struck  in  Boulton  and  Watt's  Soho  Mint,  in¬ 


tended  for  distribution  by  Philip  Parry  Price  Myddelton,  an  entrepreneur  who  owned 
a  large  amount  of  land  in  Kentucky  and  who  advertised  in  England  for  settlers  to  popu¬ 
late  the  land.  The  venture  was  never  completed.  The  tokens,  said  to  have  been  en¬ 
graved  by  Conrad  Kuchler,  the  author  of  the  famous  Washington  "Seasons"  medals, 
probably  never  circulated. 

The  obverse  bears  a  representation  of  Britannia  presenting  two  infants  to  Kentucky, 
who  carries  a  staff  surmounted  by  a  liberty  cap.  Behind  her  is  a  cornucopia,  while 
before  is  a  victory  wreath  surrounding  a  young  tree.  The  reverse  depicts  Britannia, 
downcast  and  defeated,  her  spear  reversed.  At  her  feet  lie  fallen  scales  of  justice,  fasces 
surmounted  by  a  liberty  cap,  and  an  unsheathed  sword.  The  symbolism  of  the  reverse 
seems  to  reflect  the  British  loss  of  the  American  colonies,  or  perhaps  the  loss  of  cer¬ 
tain  citizens  who  wished  to  emigrate  to  Kentucky. 


1796  Copper  Myddelton  Token 
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1796  Silver  Myddelton  Token 


1402  1796  Myddelton  token  in  silver.  Proof-60.  Rarity-6.  179.6  grains. 

28.7mm.  195°.  Attractively  toned,  with  pale  silver-gray  and  some 
iridescent  brown  and  light  blue.  Struck  from  the  same  dies  as 
the  preceding. 

Purchased  from  the  Numismatic  Gallery  on  May  10,  1953. 


1796  Silver  Castorland  "Medal" 

Struck  from  Original  Dies 


1403  1796  Castorland  "medal.”  Silver.  Original  dies.  AU-50.  222.8 

grains.  32mm.  180°.  Attractive  and  original  even  gray  toning.  Clear¬ 
ly  circulated  at  one  time,  possibly  doing  service  as  a  half  dollar. 
All  diagnostics  for  the  original  dies  clear:  obverse:  F  below  R,  A 
below  M,  1  touches  denticle;  reverse:  first  S  below  A,  U  touches 
G,  die  rust  near  right  vessel  handle,  no  break  at  second  S.  Edge 
reeded  on  the  castaing  machine,  irregular.  Garrett:  1519  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  Proof;  Roper: 352  was  Choice  EF. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  February 
16,  1953. 


1796  Castorland  "Medal" 

Restruck  in  Gold 


1404  1796  Castorland  "medal.”  Uncirculated,  reflective  surfaces. 

Struck  in  gold,  after  1880.  363.8  grains.  32mm.  355°.  Cornucopia 
and  OR  on  flan  edge  (1880—).  Apparently  struck  from  the  origi¬ 
nal  obverse,  with  the  diagnostics  described  in  the  preceding  lot 
present  hereon,  die  heavily  bulged  in  left  obverse  field;  and  a  new 
reverse  die.  A  restrike  made  for  public  sale  at  the  Paris  Mint,  prob¬ 
ably  in  the  20th  century. 

Purchased  from  the  Numismatic  Gallery  on  May  10,  1953. 
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1405  Pair  of  179b  Castorland  "medals."  Each  a  modern  restrike,  one 
in  silver  (215.6  grains).  Uncirculated;  another  in  bronze  (230.0 
grains).  Uncirculated.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


1796  Copper  Castorland  "Medal" 

Struck  from  Original  Dies 


1406  1796  Castorland  "medal.”  MS-63.  Copper,  thin  planchet.  175.0 
grains.  33.0mm.  0°.  Attractive  iridescent  orange-brown  surfaces. 
Struck  from  the  original  obverse  and  reverse  dies,  the  obverse 
in  good  condition,  the  reverse  heavily  worn.  Rare.  Plain  edge. 
Probably  an  early  restrike,  but  from  the  original  dies. 

Purchased  from  William  Hesslein's  sale  of  November  6,  1909. 

1407  1781  North  American  token.  VF-20.  105.7  grains.  28mm.  5°.  Dark 
brown,  some  mottling.  Struck  much  later  than  the  date  suggests, 
probably  circa  1815-1820  from  a  worn  Irish  Tradesman's  token  re¬ 
verse.  This  issue  is  rarely  found  better  than  EF. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder  on  October  25,  1935. 


1408  1789  Mott  token.  EF-45.  Copper.  Thin  planchet.  107.3  grains. 

26.2mm.  345°.  1.2mm.  thick.  Engrailed  edge.  Dark  brown.  Slightly 
off  center  on  the  obverse.  No  reverse  break  at  upper  left  portion 
of  cabinet. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Novem¬ 
ber  5,  1954. 


1409  1789  Mott  token.  EF-45.  Copper.  Thick  planchet.  107.6  grains. 
25.8mm.  345°.  2.0mm.  thick.  Light  brown,  with  some  corrosion 
and  mottling.  Pronounced  break  on  the  reverse,  as  usually  seen. 
Struck  on  a  flan  too  small  for  the  dies;  obverse  slightly  off  center 
to  the  lower  right. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  in  1960. 

1410  1794  Franklin  Press  token.  EF-45.  Plain  edge.  118.3  grains.  27.0mm. 
175°.  Deep  golden  brown,  with  some  iridescent  highlights.  A  nice 
example  of  this  18th-century  English  merchant's  token. 

Purchased  from  Thomas  Elder  in  1935. 
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1411  Undated  (1797)  New  York  Theatre  token.  MS-60.  Rarity-6.  409.1 
grains.  35mm.  195°.  Rich,  deep  reddish  brown.  Highly  reflective 
surfaces.  Reverse  die  sinking  at  2:00  on  the  rim.  Lettered  edge. 
Purchased  from  A.H.  Baldwin  &  Sons,  Ltd.  on  March  30,  1954. 


Struck  from  dies  engraved  by  Jacobs,  and  manufactured  by  Skidmore  in  the  1790s 
On  the  obverse  is  the  facade  of  a  theater  identified  as  THE  THEATRE  AT  NEW  YORK 
with  AMERICA  below.  The  reverse  is  a  stock  one,  symbolic  of  the  benefits  of  trade 
The  Park  Theatre,  which  may  be  depicted  on  the  obverse,  was  destroyed  in  1797  in  a  fire 


(1797)  New  York  Theatre  Token 
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Nouvelle  Orleans-Peuch  Bein 

With  Unlisted  Counterstamps 


1412  Undated  (1832-1834)  Nouvelle  Orleans-Peuch  Bein  counterstamps 
on  cut  silver  segment.  EF-45.  Overall,  some  stamps  finer.  96.3 
grains.  Struck  on  a  cut  segment,  which  originally  bore  its  own 
counterstamp  MVA  in  a  rectangular  punch,  for  MONCLOVA,  seen 
on  Chihuahua,  Mexico  1810-1813  Revolutionary  era  coins! 

In  addition  to  the  usually-seen  Peuch-Bein  counterstamps  of 
combination  3-B  (see  the  Julian  Leidman  Sale  of  April  12,  1986, 
Lot  4023  for  a  description  of  these  “dies"),  this  piece  bears  two 
previously  unrecorded  counterstamps  of  the  firm.  Underlying  the 
usually-seen  counterstamped  script  PB  within  a  chain  circle  of 
16  links,  are  two  additional  counterstamps:  (1).  Script  P.B.  with¬ 
in  an  elongated  octagon;  (2).  Within  a  circular  counterstamp  NOU¬ 
VELLE  above,  ORLEANS  below,  separated  by  periods.  The  first 


word  occupies  the  outer  band  of  the  circle  from  9:00  to  3:00  while 
the  second  word  occupies  the  space  in  the  band  below  the  first 
(on  the  usually-seen  version  of  this  counterstamp,  the  full  leg¬ 
end  Nouvelle  Orleans  begins  at  9:00  and  proceeds  around  the 
circumference  of  the  stamp  ending  at  the  8:00  position).  In  addi¬ 
tion,  this  counterstamp  bears  its  words  separated  by  large  peri¬ 
ods,  while  the  usually-seen  one  separates  its  words  by  small 
leaves.  We  do  not  recall  seeing  these  two  stamps  appearing  on 
other  specimens  of  the  company's  counterstamped  cut  silver  seg¬ 
ments,  nor  were  they  described  in  the  above  referenced  listing 
of  known  "dies."  Unrecorded  by  Brunk  in  his  recent  American  and 
Canadian  Counterstamped  Coins  (1987).  Possibly,  the  first  recorded 
auction  appearance  of  these. 


1413  Undated  (Circa  1785)  Bar  cent.  AU-50.  Copper.  87.3  grains. 
24  5mm.  Medium  orange-brown,  with  some  surface  pitting.  Plain 
edge  Reverse  composed  of  13  bars,  die  spine  between  sixth  and 
seventh,  as  is  characteristic  of  originals. 
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Thinking  of  Selling?  Talk  to... 


Right  now  we  are  planning  our  next  several  New  York  City  sales.  We  invite 
you  to  telephone  Richard  Bagg  COLLECT  to  discuss  your  holdings,  or  you 
can  simply  mail  us  the  convenient  coupon  on  the  next  page.  Either  way 
all  details  will  be  kept  in  the  strictest  confidence.  We  offer  you  the  following: 


1 

EXPERIENCE:  Of  the  top  10  world's  record  coin  auction  prices,  we  hold  eight, 
including  all  five  of  the  top  five!  When  the  world's  most  valuable  collection 

L  •  (the  $25  million  Garrett  Collection  of  U.S.  Coins  owned  by  The  Johns  Hop¬ 
kins  University)  was  sold,  we  sold  it.  When  the  second  most  valuable  col¬ 
lection  (the  $12.4  million  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  Gold  Coins)  was  sold, 
we  sold  it.  Over  a  span  of  many  years  we  have  sold  approximately  $200  mil¬ 
lion  worth  of  coins  for  5,000  consignors.  When  it  comes  to  experience,  we 
offer  what  you  are  seeking.  Whether  you  have  a  group  of  coins  worth  $2,000 
(our  minimum  due  to  bookkeeping  considerations)  or  $25  million,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place! 

2 

EXPERTISE:  Your  coins  and  paper  money  will  be  catalogued  by  such  well- 
f  known  numismatic  experts  as  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  Q.  David  Bowers, 

v  •  Thomas  Becker,  Michael  Hodder,  and  Raymond  N.  Merena,  backed  up  by 
full  in-house  facilities,  including  our  Photography  Department,  Graphics 
Department,  and  others.  The  result  is  a  beautiful  and  authoritative  catalogue 
which  will  highlight  your  numismatic  material  to  its  best  advantage.  Did  you 
know  that  our  catalogues  have  won  more  "Catalogue  of  the  Year  Award" 
honors  (given  by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild)  than  have  ALL  of  our  com¬ 
petitors'  combined?  There  must  be  a  reason! 

3 

REASONABLE  RATES:  For  one  low  commission  to  you,  the  seller,  plus  a 
fee  charged  to  the  buyer,  we  handle  EVERYTHING— from  complete  insur- 
"•  ance  from  the  moment  we  acquire  your  coins,  to  cataloguing,  to  photogra¬ 
phy  (of  important  pieces  in  full  color),  to  advertising  and  publicity — in  other 
words,  all  you  have  to  do  is  figure  out  what  to  do  with  our  generous  check! 

4 

j  PLEASURABLE  TRANSACTION:  We  offer  you  a  pleasurable,  enjoyable  trans¬ 

action.  To  put  it  simply,  we  will  treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be 
.  •  treated.  At  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  our  entire  team  is  on  your  side. 

Contact  Richard  ("Rick")  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.  (director  of  consignments  of  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena,  Inc.)  today — by  a  COLLECT  telephone  call  or  by  using  the  coupon  on  the  next 
page.  Or  direct  your  inquiry  to  Raymond  Merena,  Michael  Hodder,  or  Q.  David  Bowers. 
This  could  well  be  the  most  important  financial  move  you've  ever  made! 
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Richard  ("Rick")  Bagg,  Ph.D. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CONSIGNMENTS,  AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 


Dear  Rick: 

Please  tell  me  how  I  can  include  my  coins  in  one  of  your  forthcoming  New  York 
City  sales,  or  your  January  sale  in  Los  Angeles.  I  understand  that  all  information 
will  be  kept  confidential. 

Name:  _ _ _ 

Street: _ _ _ 

City: _  State: _  Zip: _ 

Check  here:  □  I  am  thinking  about  selling  my  coins.  Please  contact  me. 

Brief  description  of  holdings:  _ _ _ 


Telephone:  _  Best  time  to  call: _ 

November  9-11,  1987  —  New  York  City 
Bowers  and  Merena  January  28-30,  1988  -  Los  Angeles 
Auction  Schedule  March  24-26,  1988  —  New  York  City 


$39  will  bring  you  our  next  six  "Grand  Format" 
color-illustrated  auction  catalogues  (regularly 
$10  each),  PLUS  six  copies  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  ($5  each),  plus  15  or  more  copies  of  the 
Special  Coin  Letter  ($2  each),  a  value  which 
adds  up  to  well  over  $100!  Send  remittance  to: 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  —  Publica¬ 
tions  Dept.  —  Box  1224  —  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Subscription 
Information 
Bowers  and  Merena 
Catalogues 


Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

Attn:  Richard  Bagg 
Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 


Auctions  held  in  New  York  City  and  other  metropolitan  centers. 

"When  great  collections  are  sold,  Bowers  and  Merena  sells  them." 
Chairman:  Q.  David  Bowers  (who  was  also  chairman  of  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries,  our  predecessor  firm);  President:  Raymond  N. 
Merena.  Members:  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Life  Members 
ANA,  etc.,  with  a  tradition  of  serving  numismatists  for  34  years, 
since  1953.  Auctions  held  in  New  York  City  and  other  large 
metropolitan  areas. 
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Catalogue  Subscription  Rates 

If  this  is  your  first  catalogue  from  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  then  we  invite 
you  to  subscribe  in  order  to  receive  future  catalogues  the  moment  they  are  released!  The  fol¬ 
lowing  PREFERRED  subscription  rates  are  for  ACTIVE  NUMISMATISTS  only  and  are  in¬ 
tended  for  those  who  are  auction  bidders  or  purchasers  or  who  intend  to  be.  Subscriptions 
are  not  solicited  from  others,  except  at  double  the  following  rates,  for  it  costs  us  over  twice 
what  we  charge  in  order  to  produce,  print,  and  deliver  these  catalogues  to  you!  Just  indicate 
the  subscription  type  you  desire:  A,  AA,  AAA,  B,  BB,  BBB,  or  C— on  the  order  blank,  or 
make  a  copy  of  the  order  blank  or  use  a  separate  sheet. 

Publications  of  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  consist  of  ' 'Grand  Format"  auction 
catalogues  issued  approximately  five  to  six  times  per  year.  Publications  of  our  related  firm, 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  consist  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  a  chatty  magazine  with 
listings  of  coins  for  sale,  with  a  cover  price  of  $5  per  issue;  and  the  Special  Coin  Letter,  cover 
price  $2,  also  with  coins  for  sale. 

Subscription  A.  The  next  six  Rare  Coin  Review  issues  (a  $30  value  if  ordered  separately)  plus  all  Special  Coin 
Letter  issues  produced  during  that  period  (an  additional  value  of  $30  to  $50)  mailed  to  United  States  address¬ 
es.  Preferred  rate . $15.00 

Double-Length  Subscription  AA . 27.00 

Triple-Length  Subscription  AAA . 38.00 

Subscription  B.  The  next  six  Rare  Coin  Review  issues  (a  $30  value  if  ordered  separately)  plus  all  Special  Coin  Letter 
issues  produced  during  that  period  (an  additional  value  of  $30  to  $50)  PLUS  the  next  six  auction  catalogues 
produced  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  and  prices  realized  lists  to  be  sent  after  each  sale.  A 

value  of  over  $100  if  ordered  separately!  Preferred  rate . $39.00 

Double  Subscription  BB . 74.00 

Triple  Subscription  BBB . 106.00 

Subscription  C.  All  publications  mailed  First  Class  (except  our  Special  Coin  Letter,  which  is  mailed  Bulk  Rate) 
to  U.S.  addresses.  Preferred  rate . $65.00 

Canada  and  Mexico— all  publications 

By  regular  mail . ^5.00 

Other  Foreign  addresses— all  publications 

By  regular  mail . $100.00 

Air  Mail  . M30-00 


Dear  Friends, 

I  am  enclosing  my  remittance  in  the  amount  of  $ _ or  please  charge  this  to  my  MasterCard, 

VISA,  or  American  Express.  Account  No - Expiration  Date - 


□  MasterCard  □  VISA  □  American  Express  Name  of  issuing  bank 


Signature 


NOTE:  If  you  want  to  get  all  the  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  catalogues  and  the  Rare  Coin  Review 

B  is  what  you  want — our  most  popular  subscription! 


and  the  Special  Coin  Letter,  the  $39  Subscription 
Please  send  me  the  following  as  checked: 


□  $15.00 . Subscription  A. 

□  27.00 . Subscription  AA. 

□  38.00  . Subscription  AAA. 

□  65.00  . Subscription  C. 


□  39.00 . Subscription  B. 

□  74.00  . Subscription  BB. 

□  106.00  . Subscription  BBB. 

□  _  other  (specify): _ _ _ • 


Name 
Street 
City  _ 


Phone 


_ _ _  State _ Zip  - - 

Use  the  enclosed  business  reply  envelope,  or  mail  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  Publication  Department,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894-1224  (603)  569-5095 
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Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

Box  1224 


Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894 
(603)  569-5095 


